HISTORIC RESOURCES INVENTORY 272 FOR OFFICE USE ONLY
BUILDING AND STRUCTURES
HIST-6 NEW $/77 Town No.: Site No.:
STATE OF CONNECTICUT U.rq , YRR EEE
CONNECTICUT HISTORICAL COMMISSION BEEEE RN .
, 59 SOUTH PROSPECT STREET, HARTFORD, CONNECTICUT 06106 QUAD:
& : (203) 566-3005 ]
o DISTRICT IF NR, SPECIFY
Os Ok | Dacwat [ poeia

—
1. BUILDING NAME (Common)

{Hiatoric)
Katherine Dreier House & Museum

Z. TOWN/CITY VILLAGE COUNTY
3 Danbu Fairfield
- —HWEYTﬂFﬁxﬁmedfor Tocation]
<
v Long Ridge Road & Passway
W T3 OWNERI(S)
=
z Ridge Properties Ceastic (3 privers
a 5. USE (Preaent) (Historie)
i Writer's Institute Dwelling, School, Museum, Laboratory
G, RIOR : TFYES, EXPLAIN
ACCESSIBILITY EXTERIOR VEIBLE FROM PUBLIC ROAD INTERIOR ACCESSBLE
TO PUBLIC: D Yes E]No | D Yes No
CHTNG DATE OF CONSTRUCTION
Federal, Colonial Revival ) 1818, 1940
| 8 MATERTALCIST (IndIcate vae or Tocation when appropriate) o
4
[x] c1apboard Asbestos Siding O erick U (Soecity)
Wood Shingle D Asphalt Siding D Fieldstone
D Boaid & Batten D Stucco D Cobblestone
Aluminum Concrete Cut stone
Siding Type: D Type:
9. STRUCTURAL SYSTEM
X | Wood frome Post and beam D balleon
D Load bearing mosonry D Structural iron or steel
D Other (Specify)
10. ROOF (Typs)
Gable D Flat D Mansard D Monitor D sawtooth
Other
g D Gambrel D Shed Hip D Round D {Specify)
E {Material)
- Roll
§ D Wood Shingle D Asphalt D Tin D Slate
w Other
e Asphalt shingle D Built up [:] Tile D(SPQC"Y)

11. NUMBER OF STORIES
Two & Three

APPROXIMATE DIMENSIONS
Irregular house:

46 x 23; additions: 21 x 80, 24 x 66

12, CONDTTTON (Structural)

D Excellent Good D Fair

D Deteriorated

(Exterior)
| D Excellent Good D Fair

[:] Deteriorated

13, INTEGRITY (Location)

On original D S

site

WHEN ?

{Alterations)

Yes DNo

IF YES, EXPLAIN

Additions

. BUILDINGS OR LANDSCAPE FE

Barn Shed D Garage
D E:;r::gt D Shop D Garden

ATURES

Other landscaope features or buildings (Specify)
Hot house, Pool

15, SURROUNDING ENVIRONMENT

r:] Open land IV:::‘odd- D Residential
—— d R
’ DCommorcinl m;;' Rural

Scattered buildings visible from site

D High building density

Long Ridge Road.

16. INTERRELATIONSHIP OF BUILDING AND SURROUNDINGS
The bullding stands on an elevated site overlooking a discontinued stretch of

(OVER)




DESCRIPTION (Continued)

17. QTHER NOTABLE FEATURES OF BUILDING OR SITE (Interlor and/or exterior)

This complex consists of a remodelled farmhouse, rectangular and aligned

parallel with the road, with a balanced three-bay facade and cornice with

returns, to which have been added a large, hip-roofed structure with colonnaded

portico with two wings. One of the wings connects with the old farmhouse, o
the other terminates at the south.

Windows are six over six.

0, ARCHITECT

BUTCOER

[~15. HISTORICAL OR ARCHITECTURAL TMFORTANCE

The old house in the front of this structure was built in 1818 for Denny Hull, who donated
the land for the nearby Methodist Church. After nearly a century of use as a farmhouse,
it was acquired by Katherine Dreier, an art collector and patron who is credited with
introducing Modern Art movement$s to this country. Dreier mad the house a country retreat,

v whose guests included French painter Marcel Duchamp and avant-garde dancers Ted Shawn and

z Ruth St. Denis, who came to spend summers. About 1940, Dreier constructed the present

E complex to the rear of the house as a museum for her collection of work of the Societe

z Anonyme, but the collection was given to Yale University instead. In 1943, Dreier sold

g the building to the Jesse Lee Academy, a private Methodist school which operated until
1952, when the property was acquired following foreclosure proceedings by William Wicks,
who used the building as a research laboratory until 1975, when it was sold to its
present occupants, the Institute for Children's Literature. The house is significant
to the history of Long Ridge as an art and literary summer colony, as it was the center
of that colony and stands as the colony's most visible and tangible reminder.
Danbury Tax Assessor's Records (1933 & 1977); Danbury Land Records (DLR 10:264,

] 11:156, 39159, 51:474, 166:432, 222:1, 2491526, 263:2U2m 576:822); Danbury

o Grand List, 1803 - 1819; 1856 Clark map; 1867 Beers Atlas; Information from

§ Monique Weidel

| PHOTOGRAPHER BATE

9 William E. Devlin March, 1986

Q [view NEGATIVE ON FILE Place

L= south facade Conn. Historical Commission

. NAME DATE R

("] Imogene Heireith April, 1986

S [orerwTZATION e R

E Danbury Preservation Trust

=x | ADDRESS

e P.0. Box 2201, Danbury, CT 06813

76, SUBSEQUENT FIELD EVALUATIONS

T TAREATY TO BUTLBING OR SITE

E None known E] Highwoys D VYandalism
m Renewal D Privats E] Daterlarotion

D ‘Developers

D Zoning

==
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