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STATE OF CONNECTICUT ‘ ."’J uT ' . o ! ' oy
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OISTRICT IF NR, SPECIFY
Os [DOwr l Oawat [ potential
1. BUILDING NAME (Common) (Hlistorlc)
Roadside, Rachel Crothers House William Dikeman House
2. TOWN/CITY VILLAGE COUNTY
3 Danbuﬂ Fairfield
E . fand/or Tocation}
) 55 Long Ridge Road
W |4 OWNERI(S)
Z John Loomis DPubllc @ Private
g 5. USE { Prasent) (Historic)
Dwellin Dwelling
6.
ACCESSIBILITY EXTERIOR VBIBLE FROM PUBLIC ROAD __INTERIOR ACCESSBLE | IF YES, EXPLAIN
TO PUBLIC: Yes DNO | DYes No
=TT G DATE OF CONSTRUCTION
Colonial Revival . c. 1840, 1925
g Indlcate use or location when appropriate) Oth
D Clopboard D Asbestos Siding D Brick D (Sp:c'lfy)
@ Wood Shingle D Asphalr Siding D Fieldstone
D Board & Batten D Stucco D Cobblestone
Aluminum Concrete Cut stone
Siding Type: Type:
NED STRUCTURAL SYSTEM
'3@ Wood frame @ Post and beam D balloon
D Lood bearing masonry D Structural iron or steel
D Other (Specify)
70. ROOF (Type)
Gable D Flot D Mansard D Monitor D sawtooth
: Other
g D Gombrel D Shed D Hip D Round D (Specify)
E (Materlal)
= Roll
§ D Wood Shingle D Asphalt D Tin D Slate
g Other
Asphalt shingle D Built up D Tile D(Spemfy)
[T, NUMB IES| APPROXIMATE DIMENSIONS
Two + Attic b6 x 61
(T2, CONDITION (Structural {Extorlior)
D Excellent @ Good D Fair D Deterlorated I D Excellent Good D Fatr D Deteriorated
13, INTEGRITY (Location) WHEN 7 (Altarations) IF YES, EXPLAIN
) S otne! DMoved Yes [ JNo| Old house moved & enlarged into present
. R 0L structure
D Bam D Shed Garage D Other landscape features or buildings (Specify)
Carrl
D :L'-:" D Shop D Gorden
15. SURROUNDING ENVIRONMENT
% D Open land m:::f @ Residentiol Scottered buildings visible from site
D Commercial ::ﬁ;;‘- Rural D High buillding density
16. INTERRELATIONSHIP OF BUILDING ND SURROUNDINGS
The house is part of : rural streetscape of late eighteenth and early nineteenth
century houses along vong Ridge Road.
(OVER)




] 17. OTHER NOTABLE FEATURES OF BUILDING OR SITE (Interlor and/or axterior)

The house is L-shaped, with its long facade facing Long Ridge Road. The roof
line is broken by a central hip with suggested balustrade, next to which is
a stone chimney, and a central gabled dormer flanked by two eyebrow dormers.
The facade has a central entry sheltered by a portico surmounted by a balcony
which is accessed by French doors which are flanked by sidelights to form a
Palladian motif. Windows elsewhere in the facade are paired, with eight over

eight sash, except in the north section, which is lighted by banks of four
casement windows,

DESCRIPTION (Continued)

TE. ARCHITECT BUTCOER

T8, HISTORICAT OR ARCHITECTURAL TMPORTANCE

This house originated as a farmhouse which stood closer to the road and which
was built for farmer William Dikeman during the 1840's. Dikeman died during
the Civil War but his family continued to occupy the house until 1895. In

w 1918, it was acquired by playwright Rachel Crothers. TIn 1925, she had the
% old house moved back and enlarged, forming the central section of the present
o Colonial Revival structure. The house is significant as one of several large
i Colonial Revival houses along Long Ridge Road which contribute to the rural
z streetscape, and also as the home of Crothers, who was rated as one of the
g top playwrights in the United States and was a part of the arts and literary

summer colony of Long Ridge during the 1920's and 1930's.

Danbury Tax Assessor's Records (133 & 1977); Danbury Land Records (DLR 30:67,
a 103:499, 1531475); Civi} War Veterans Buried in Danbury, at the Scott-Fanton
O Museum; 1856 Clark map; 1867 Beers Atlas
o]
]

PHOTOGRAPHER DATE

e William E. Devlin Feb,, 1986
g VIEW NEGATIVE ON FILE Ploce
= east facade Conn. Historical Commission
~ NAME DA Photogroph
[ Imogene Heireith
S [oncrNTZATION
é Danbury Preservation Trust
*
o ’A
o P.0. Box 2201, Danbury, CT 06813
20, SUBSEGUENT FIELD EVALUATIONS

T, THREATS TO BUILDING OR SITE

@ No'ne known D Highways D Vandalism D Developers
[j Renewal D Private [__l Deforloroﬁ?n D z_'_”.‘.‘-"g
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