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HON. EDWARD EVERETT ON THE WAR. |

Address Before tho Boston Unlion Club on |

Thuradays April 9. ]

Hon. EpwARD EVERETT delivered an oration
‘before the Union Club, of Boston, of which he has
teen chosen President, at its first meeting, on Thurs-
day last. Itis one of Lhis great orator’s greatest pro-
ductions ; and its magnificent rhetoric, impregnable
iogic snd lofty patriotism, entitle it to rank with.the
masterpieces of the first great mastero{ oratorical
and patriotic eloquence. The eration is of grea?:
jength, and the exigencies of space compel us to oml
his argument overthrowing the postu.lates of the
rebel chiefs, as well as those parts bearing upon the
history of the Crittenden Compromise..and the neces-
slty of unity in support of the Administralion. But
some passages are so appropriate to this day and
hous, and to the proposed Union demonstration, that
we cannot refrain from quoting them. Afterafew
introcuctory words in reference to the Union Club,

he opened :

« The struggle in which the Government and loyal
people of the country have been now for nearly two
years engaged,is one, I need scarce say, of almost
unexampled maenitnde, attended with all the diffi-
culiies, the sacrifices, the alternations of success and
fallure, which are incitent to a contest of such stu-
pendous dimensions, Scarce ever have there been
arrayed against each other, on a field of action so
vast, forces s0 numerous, at an eipense so reat,
with such profusion of wmaterial supplies and finan-
clal resources, and, what is Infinitely more import-
ant, with interests so momentous at stake. ' The
scene of the conflict, cocextensive as it ie with the
settlements of the United States this side of the
Itocky Mountiins, is but little inferior In extent to
Europe ; the military forces in array, and amply
supplied with the materiel of war, are as great as
were ever placed in the field in the wars of the
Frenech Revolation ; the sea coastheld in rigid block-
ade by our navy is more extensive than that actually
blockaded by the navy of Great Britain, during that
war ; our armicsand navy, owing to the character of
our soldicrs and seamen, and the higher standard of
comlort in this couairy, are sustsincd at greater ex-
pense than those of any other scrvice, and the objects
@f the wur are nothing less thin to prevent a great
and prosperous Union of States, under one Constitu-
tional Government, from being broken up into
wretched fraguients; to prolect the o'ganic life of a
mighty people, in the morning of their national ex-
_istence, from the murderous and suicidal blow aimed
at it to rescue the work c¢f our revoiutionary and
constitutional tathers, the greatest political work of
human wisdowm, from ignominfous ruin, and to hand
«down this peeriess Inheritance ¢f publia and private
blessings unimpaired to our posterity.

Compared with these objects, how insignificant the
scene, the operationg, the objects of the recent wars
in Europe, and how unimportant their results! The
late Italinn war had for its object, nominally to drive
the foreigner beyoad tne Alps and to give Italy to the
Italiaas, wh:le its renl ohject was to restore the mit-
tary and pol tical influence of France in Europe,
and at ieast as far as Italy !s concerned, annul the
treatics of Vienna, But all Lialy is not equul in ex-
tent to New-York, Pennsylvania, and Ohio ; the Aus-
trians sti:l hoid Venice and the best half of the Lom-
bardo-Venetinn kingdom ; France is still intrenched
at Rome, the very heart of the Peninsula, and the ex-
iled dynrsties are awaiting the next turn of the wheel
of political fortune, for those revoiutions in Empire
which shall restore them to their former capitals.

The next preceding war had its ostensible origin in
{he struggles of the Greek and Latin Churches for
ascendency in the East ; its real obiect was to check
the progress of Russia in that quarter—it arrayed a
‘haif a mill.on of men for the dcstruction or defence
of one foitress in the Crimea. The Até of that con-
test*came hot from hell, and let elip the dogs of war,’
10 setile tne question whether the French or Russian
Vice-Consul should keep the key of the church built
upon the spot where the Prince of Peace was born.
The war was fought,a hundred thousand families
were ciad in mourning-—Russia  still  holds the
Ciimea, Sebastopo) has risen from its rmns, and
which Vice-Consul keeps Lhe key of the Church of
Bethiehcm, few persons in Christendom outside of the
turee Cabinets know or care

And then the great war of the French Revolution,
which began with the invasion of France by the Prus-
sians in 1792, and ended with the exile of NAPOLEON
to Bt. Hejenain 1813, which, more than any contest
in wodern times, resembles, in the vastness of 1ts
theatre and the magnitucde of the forces in array, the
contest in which we are now involved, how Insignifi-
@:ant its issuves compared with those here at stake!
“The Allies undacr tnhe lead of England waged the war
to cheek the progress of the French Revolution, and
¢ventuzliy to restore the Jourbons. The Bourbons
arc still inexiie ; the French Revolution is enthroned
atthe Tuileries, and many of its political maxims
have pas-ed ino the public law of Europe. Tne
Ireuch, on tLeir side, strove to overturn the remains
of feu:allsm in Europe, 1o destroy the political in-
fluence and the mu‘tiine asceadency ot Ergland,
amd to subordir.ate the continental Governments to
France, Fierce battles wiilh various fortunes were
fought, mitiions of lives saciificed, a great deal ot
old paichment was torn up, a great deal of new
parchinent writlen over, and, at the end of tewenty-
onc years, Fpgland has come out of the contest
stronger thun cvgr; the equilibrium of Europe is
substantinlly  unchanged; the relations of the
continentai Iowers to France not mateifally
aftected, and the great leaders of the Titanic sirug-
gle, Fiance aud ¥Englund, united, seemingly
at least, in a n.o3t beautiful entente cordiale,
A few territorial and dypastic ehanges of no vital
finportance ta the sum total have been made in Cen-
tral Enope a few German electors and Archdukes
ure sivied Kings: Holland and Belgium have bteen
raised to indepenident monarchies; Genoa has be-
come a Sardinian city, and Venice has become an
Austrian city; the nephew of NarpoLeoN and the
niece of Georoe IV exchange filendly visits in their
respective capitals, and the territorial and political
map of Europe is substantially what it was when the
assembly of the Notabies me! at Versailles in 1789,

In that year the Federal Constitution went into op-
eration in the United States; the great political con-
summation of the design of Providence in the dis-
covery and setttement of America ; the happy frame-
work of some of the wisest and best men tnhatever
lived intended to effect the extension of civilization in
the shortest possivle ime, over a vast continent lying
in a state of nature; to provide a city of refuge for
the starving millions of Europe ; to prepare the way
for the civilization and christianization of Africa by
the retugn of a portion of her children from the house
of bondage, and to combine upon a scale of unprece-
dented magnitude, the home-bred and fireside bless-
ing of small Statesand Jocal adininistrations with the
security, influence and power of a great empire. For
sevenly yeurs it has been woarking out these great
yesults ; it has conferred upon the rapidiy increasing
population of the countrv a degree of general pros-
perity never equaled ; it has welcomed the surplus
and suffering mnititudes of Europe to the enjoyment
of a state of well-being never before vouchsafed by
Providence to the same extent to the sons of men;
and not withoutthe imperfections and woes,and ] am
s0rry to add, the wrongs, which aitend all human
things, the incidents neither of repunlics nor of men-
archies, but of our common frail humanity, it has con-
ferred upon more than two gererations an amount of
good, with an exemption from the sacrifices and trials
which have afiiicted other States, altogether without
a parallel in history.

And now the great question which we have to set-
tle is, shall this mighty aggregate of prosperity peiish
os shall it endure ? Shall this imperlal heritage of
blessings descend unimpaired to our posterity, or
shell it be ignominlously, profligately thrown away ?
=hall the territory of the Union, late s0 happy under
3 ~ control and adjustment of the National and State
U uvernments, be broken up into miserable frag-
ments, sure to be engaged in constantly recurring
border wers; and all lying at the mercy of foreign
Powers, or shall it preserve its nobie integrity under
the w®gis of the National Government? Admit
the right of the seceding States to break up the
Union at pleasure, nay of each and every State to
do so, and uliow them to enforce that right by a suc-
cessful war ;—deny tne authorily of the Central
Government to control its members, and how long
will it be before the new Confederacies created by
the first disruption shall be resolved into still smaller
fragments, and the continent becomes a vast theatre
of civil war, milary license, anarchy, and depotism ?
Better, at whatever cost, by whatever sacrifice,
settie the question at once, and settle it forever.
For remember, iny friends, that,in this desolating
war, the Government and loyal people of the coun-
iry are the party assaiied, and that they are clad in
the triple armor of a just cause. The pretence is set
up by the rebels that they are contending for the
right of self-government; the unfriendly Press of
Europe talks of its being a war of revenge and sub-
Jugation. Consider whal makes a just war even in
ihe opinion of those who condemn the North. Eng-
Jund, 8 littie more than a twelvemonth ago, thought
Jta justcause of war, that a merchant-packet was
brought to at sea by a belligerent cruiser, in the
exercise of the undoubted right of search, and that
four Persons were taken from it, as she considered
without warrent in the law of nailons, though she in
the last general wur had taken more than 4,000 per-
sons from our neutral vessels, equally without war-
rant in the law of nations. The Federal Government
In the paraiysis of 1ta powers caused by the interreg-
num between the oid and new Administrations, sub-
mitted with patience® 1o the affront of having two
ships laden with r¥ixies for a fort belonging to
ihe United States, &@dd upon in profound peace, by
2 pretended Goverament unacknowledged at that

titne, even 88 a8 belligerent, by any foreign Power.
It was not iill the third act of open organized
war, as mecan as it was murderous—the assault
on Fort Suinter from cleven batteries manned by
eight or ten thousand men—a fortress belonging to
the United States, built by the General Government,
upon a spot ceded by the State of South Carolina to
the United States and then occupied by one company
of seventy wen, provisioned but for forty-eight
hours ; not till the threat had gone forth, on the saine
day, froin the capital of the pretended Confederacy,
that in thiee weeks their flag should loat-over the
dome of the Capitol at Washington, and in due time
over Fanueil Hall ; not till their emissaries in Lon-
«on had claimed that 3r. Adams, the Envoy of the
“I!nited Slates,ought not 1o be received on his arrival,
#.ecause hefore that event, the Confederacy would be
<4nstalled at Washington, ?m the United States
~svould have ceased fo exist; It was 5of till all this

had taken plave, that the General Government drew

the s\-.':)rd. . .

* * L]

In an Italian church-yard there is a monument with
an epitaph on a man, who being well, dosed himself
to dexth with unwholesome drugs. Stove dene, ma,

er star meglin, sto qui. *I was well, I wanted to be
{:euer ; and herel am.” Mr, Davis was living about
two years ago, as he tells us, under the best form of
Government ever instituted by man ; no mean biless-
f ng that to begin-witn as the world goes. There was
no fault to be found with the manner in which it haa
been administered. Of how few governments can
that be said, in ancient or modern times.

Was not this enough for man or people? Alas,
no ! Mr. Davis was net content with this exuberant
felicity. He needed something more; he desired a
‘ nice and subtle happiness ;> he sighed for ¢ Fraler-
nity.’ To get that precious boon, he dosed himself
with the maddening drug of secession ; and now be-
hold him ; the fetlocks of his war-horse wet with the
biood ol civil war, eozing from the trampled bosoms
of friend and of foe, as he rages over the field of death
in search of something better than the best of Gov-
ernments ; than an unexceptionable Administration ;
than a prosperity without example in the history of
the world !

Is this patriotic statesmauship or is it ambitious
frenzy? What! an unprincipled rebellion like this
to be compared with the work of our sainted Fathers,
of WasHINGTON and Frankrin, and JEPFERSON and
ApAwms, the heroes and sages of the Revolutionl
Thisgigantlc treason to be profanely lauded as the
august foundation of a new State; to be fed with
foreign gold and nursed with foreign favor! Then
let all pretence of distinctlon between right and
wrong, lruth and falsehood be abandoned. Lift up
vour heads, ye prison gates, and let your wronged
immmates go free! Come home from the cannibal
islands, ye missionaries, and let the honest sav-
age gorge upon his ‘strange flesh” Throw
open your doors, O just Bedlam, and send your
abused philosophers, princes and statesmen to their
homes! Cease your dull prates, ye teachers of mor-
ais! There is no crime, there is no barbarism, there
is nomadness. Those who make constitutions, not
those who break them, shall henceforward be the
trattors. Our legislators and judges shall be the cul-
prits, not felons and thieves. Oaths shall no longer
‘be the link, that binds the soul of the creature to the
footstool of the Creator, but a base trap baited by
knaves to caich the easy consciences of fools ; and all
thisvaunted civilization, founded on institutions, hal-
‘lowed by religion, buttressed by tribunals, accepted
by the common sense of mankind, shall be proclaim-
ed, in the face of the universe, a paltry show and a
wicked lie !

Well did Mr. Vice-President Sternens observe, on
the 14th ot November, 1880, that ** the disappointment
of ambitious aspirants to office had had much to do
with bringing on the depiorable state of affairs,”

Such is his.declaration, and if this assertion of the
second officer in the Confederacy is well founded ; if
this tremendous war has indeed in no small degree
been brought upon us for the reason stated by him;
if the country has been called to stagger beneath
this daily increasing mountain load of debt ; if our
lawful commerce has been surrendered to the rovers
of the sea, fitted out with shameless cupidity to
prev upon it ; if the influence of our country, which
80 latelv held high its head in the front rank of the
family of nations, has for the ime being been anni-
hilated, and foreign Powers are already treating us
with coldness and indifference, watching ana wait-
jag to see the noble Ship of State go to pleces on
the breakers ; if the bones of hundreds and thousands
of our brethern are bleaching on the battlefield ; if
other hundreds and other thousands are languish-
ing with cruel wounds and the diseases of the camp.
matilated, broken down, prematurely o]d,creeé)ing
{rom the wards of the hospital to their last bad in
the churchyard ; if the flower of our young men
North and South has been cut down ; if the bereaved
and desolate parent, tho heart-btroken widow, the
mourning sister, the orphan child, nave been called
to sweil this frightful sum of humwan calamity : if al}
these numberless and nameless woes have been
brought upon the land, because Mr. JEFFERsoN Davis
was not nominated nor Mr., JoAN C, BRECKINRIDGE
chosen President, then, so sure as Heaven is just, the
teurs of the bereaved, the pangs of the wounced, the
agonies of the dying will lie heavy on the souls of the
authors of these crimes and woes; their memorles
will go down to the execration of the latest posterity ;
and their names stand recorded on the page of lhis-
tory by the side of the Benedict Arnolds, the Cati-

lines, the Judas Iscariots of modern and of ancient
times !

On the grim and bloody catalogue, which history
unrolls to teach and warn us, we real of the merci-
less wars of the Assyrians and Chaldeans, of the
Medes and Persians, which desolated the tairest re-
gions of the earth in the morning of the wotld : of
tne disastrous confiicis of the Confederate States of
Greece, in which their short-lived prosperity was
blasted, their cities razed, their fighting men mas-
sacred by thousands, their women and children sold
into Slavery—prototype as far as the laws of modern
warfare permit of the ruir which awaits our Union
if the poison of secession is admitted into the veins
of the body politic; of the steadily growing terocity
and the murderous struggles of party in the Roman
Republic, passing through the bloody gates of pro-
sctiption and civil war to the dreary calm of a metci-
less despotism, at whose abominations human nature
stands aghast. We read of the secular wars of the
Itallan Ilepublics, of the factions which rent the
vituls of England for genperations, of the wars of the
Retormation, of the thirty years’ war in Germany,
of the wars of Lovis XIV. and the Spanish succes-
sion, of the constantly renewed struggle for the
balance of power in Europe, and finally of the
gigantic wars of the French Revolution; but 1
(ely any one to produce in ali these bloody pages
tne record of a war underiaken to overthrow a

i Government admitted to be by those who ievy it, the

most perfect, the best administered, the most produc-
tive of prosperity which the world has seen. That
madness was resrved for the annals of this rebellion;
and [ do not scruple to say that, fiom the dawn of
history to the present time, there is not on record s
wir so unprovoked, so causeless, S0 unprincipied, so
pregnant with bootless suffering to all concerned, so
destructive of good, 50 fertile of crime and woe, as
the war now waged by the oligarchy of the South.
for the purpose of breaking up this mild and benefi-
cent Government. .

** My friends, there is no alternative but to ack-
nowledge the independence of the Confederacy, or to
subdue the rebellion by the sirong arm of military
power. To suppose that there is hopes of any other
settiement is the grossest delusion.

Can you then recognize the independence of the
Confederacy ! Remember that it carries with it ack-
nowledged defeat, in a war of aggressin, arrogantly

rovoked, by an enemy notoriously inferior in num-

ers, fiaancial means and all the resources ot war;
that & peace made on that basis would be a standing
invitation, not only to foreign Powers, in all our dis-
putes, but to an insolent antagonist, fiushed with tri-
umph, to resort, on every future occasion of contro-
versy between the two Governments to menace, in-
sult and invasion.

We are expected to give up to a foreign Power,
(and a bitterly hostile foreign Power it wil{ be,) and
that under the coercion of a barbarous war waged
upon a wretlched metaphysical quibble, half this fair
territory of the United States: a seacoastof two
thousand miles; some of the best harbors and mili-
tary stations of the country ; the fortresses that guard
our coastwise commerce ; some of the ereatlines of
communication East and West, North and South ; the
control of the navigation of the Gulf of Mexico, and
of the outlet of that great system of internal waters
which gives its character to the central basin of the
Continent ; to give it up too on a principle, in virtue
of which each and every one of the seceding States
may fallinto the arms of any European Power that
chooses to persuade or coerce the surrenaer. To
suppose such a thing possible on the part of the Unit-
ed States, except at the last spasm of pational
strength, the last sigh of national honor, the last
struggle of national agony, would be to apply to the
whole country Judge Pxrioru’s conception of the
State of Soute Carolina.

Can any man look ata map of the Union and then
seriously entertain the opinion that the United
States, brought to the very verge of a war with Great
Britain, after a diplomatic struggle of sixty years for
the possession of a few acres of unsettled land on
the banks of the Aroosiook, are going to permit a
foreign power to intrench itself at the entrance of
Chesapeake fay, and thence to stretch its boundary
westwardly, wherever it chooses to draw the
lines—over the hills, through the central plalns,
%c¢ross the Rocky Mountains, to the setting

sun?
* * * * - * L ] »* * *

L)

But it is time to draw this discussion to a close.
War is justly regarded as one of the greatest evils
that can befal a nation, though it is not the greatest,
and ot this great evil, civil war is the most deplor-
able form. Thus far, it is true, we have the satisfac-
tion of reflecting, notwithstanding the barbaritles in-
flicted upon Un'on men in the seceding States,
that the contest has been carried on without the
atrocities which have been too apt, in all ages and
countries, to mark the progress of civil war. 8till it
is a dire calamity. I want words to express the sorrow
with which from the first I have contemplated, and
uncealingl{ contemplate, the necessity lald upon us
to wage this war for the integrity of the Nation. Few
persons, I think, have entertained visions more
glowing of the amount of blessings stored up for
the latest posterity, in the perpetual Union of the
States. I had seen them already expanded from
sixteen States and 4,000,000 inhabitants, which were
the numbers at the time of my birth, {0 a family of
thirty-tour States and a population augmented
eight fold ; and reason and imagination were alike
tasked to find a limit to the natural growth of the
country. But numbers and space are but the reia-
tion of material things. I saw exemplifiea in this
Western world—long hidden and late revealed—
the idea of a form of government as nearly perfect
as our frail nature admits ; prodigal of blessings to
the millions now on the stage ; and promising a share
in the same rich inheritance to the millions onr mil-
lions that should follow us. 1 grew up beneath the
shadow of our beautiful flag, and often when I have
scen it floating on distant seas, mv heart has melted
al the thought of the beloved and happy land, whose
upion was emblazoned on its streaming folds. On
a hundred festive and patriotic occasions, my voice
has dwelt—would it had been more worthily—on
the grateful theme, and my prayer to Heaven
has been, that it might be hushed In death, rather
than it should be compelled to abandon that’joyous
strain. Not without deep solicitude, 1 saw the
angry clouds gathering in the horizon North and
South ; and I devoted the declining years of my life
with a kind of religious censecration, to the attempi
1o freshen the sacred memories that cluster round that
dear and venerated name which I need nol repeat ;
memories which survived the multiplying causes of

-—

alienation, and were 50 well calculated to sirengthen
the cause of Union. To these humble efforts, and
the time and labor expended upon them—iruly a
labor of love—I would, as Heaven s my witness,
have cheerfully added the sacrifice of my life, if bv so
doing I conid have averted the catastrope. For that
cause, I should have thought a few careworn and
weary years cheaply laid on the altar of my country

But it coudd not be. A righteous Providence in its
wisdom has laid upon usthe petformance of this
great ard solemn duty. Itis now plain to the dullest
perception, that the hour of triai could not be much
longer deluyed. The leaders of the rebellion tell us
themselves that they had plotted and planned it for
an entire generation. It might have been postponed
for four vears or for eight years, but it was sure in no
long to come; and it, by base compliance, we could
have turned tire blow from ovrse:ves, it would have
fallen with redoubled violence on our children,

Let us then meet it like men. It must needs be
that offences shall come, but wo unto that man by
whom the offenee cometh. Let us show ourselves
equal to the duty imposea upon us, and fatthful to
the trust to which we are called. The cause in which
we are engaged is the cause of the Constitution and
the Law, of civilization and freedom, of man and of
God. Let us engage in it with a steadiness and forti-
tude, a courage and a zeal, a patience and a resolu-
tion, a hope and a cheer, worthy of the fathers from
whom we are descended, of the country we aefend,
and of the privileges we inherit. There is a call
and a duty, a work and a place for all; for man and
for woman, for rieh and for poor, for old and for
young, for the stout-heartea and strong-handed,
for all who enjoy and all who deserve to enjoy the
priceless blessings at stake. Let the venerable forms
of the Pilgrim Fathers ; the majestic images of our
revolutionary sires, and of the sages that gave us this
glorious Union ; let the anxious expectation of the
iriends of libertv abroad, awakened at jgst to the
{rue cause and the great issues of this contest; let
the hardships and perils of our brethren in the.field,
and the fresh-made graves of the dear ones who have
fallen ; let every memory of the past and every hope
of the future, every thought and every feeling that
can nerve the arm, or fire the heart, or elevate and
purify the soul of a patriot, rouse and guide and
cheer and inspire us, to do, and if need be, to die for
our country.

Reproduced with permission of the copyright owner. Further reproduction prohibited without permission.



