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It- B. 230 ... MAKIJiG ~N. APPROPRIATION. FOR 'THE STATE·. NORMAL 
, ..... : :,- - : . . ··- . • ' ~ ?·~ _ .. :' .l. .'~ · - • - - - · ' . •, !__ - '. .. - v 

·SCHOOL -AT· DANBURY FOO BUILDING PURPOSES · :: ( $300,000) .. 
~ ; ..... ... ;', . . ' . ' ' . . . . ... ' :- -~ . ' 

Hearing before Committee on Appropriations held March 
25,1925. . . . : 

' .. 
SENATOR GREGORY: · Two years ago as one of the members of the 
Educational _Committee I visited Danbury for the purpose of 
ascertaining whether they needed a· dormitory or not •. After 
scrutinizing the situation very carefully the committee were 
of the opinion t_hat .the dormitory was absolutely essential 
in· order that the school could function properly. The train 
service to Danbury is veri poor. It is such that many students 
are unable to ·~get there on time in the morning - they get there 
at 10:20, some of them.- Then we found many of the students 
were unable to get suitable boarding places. t~ny of the best 
people in rural communities will not let their girls go to 
the normal school unless the·y lmow where they are. The dormi-
tory would give them proper supervision. One of the state's 
problems is to supply the rural communities with teachers. 
This school aims to supply such teachers. With the building 
of this dormitory that would be eliminated as far as Litchfield 
and Fairfield· Counties are concerned. Girls from the farm 
horr.es would go in greater numbers because they would have proper 

· supervision. · If your committee ·desires further information 
as far as the educational committee is concerned I, as senate 
chairman~ ',and A1r's • Lewis, would be pleased to come before you 
any time. , 
~ ...... ~~. 
-~SENATOR SHAW:· ' The ·'people of Danbury have been after this 
~ormal_schQol pr.oposition a good many years. we have almost 

r:reache·d ·the· --promised ·land.' :·:··LB.tn :.year-the· ~bill was killed at t 
"l~.s~. _moment_. _This is more than a Danbury matter. Danbury 
;-;'Peciplei are· :ror .:.f.t ;·becatise ·ef ~-local pride --in~·their-~institutioria. 

ud of the normal school. The State saw fit to 
· ··it~fi_: schools -"in :Danotiry' and ._.they are ~.-working}not · 

..... _ . ....,_,.,,_ ..... .,;.-.................. ut f"'ortconrte'ct ici.lt .. •d.;~·~The··:sta.te "has 11nvested 
a. ·r - ~at1·pafibury /.~ · For ··lyears.:-the~ .. StS:te ~ Bd-arc;l .. ~_ 

S&m~ etion r;o:r-'l; . a:t ~plant. ~ .-m" t:n&· · :_"7. ... · 
w.ho 'are :'fie·re ~t~ :ts·Ofa.n ·e-s ·· ··0r- ~t 

+itf...-iolm~~~·~ :.-.,t:~~:. !add:ttiin·.:as ·"a oo 
· .. State ~ -. . 
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teache~:'<from .1\he-.·farm.;:. · - ~I · -believ:e -he.r birt.h :and -t-i'ain.ing is . such 
. -she· ~has :advanta:gEi's no cit-y .girl· 'can have .:When ::it c ~me s ·-to - D::JUilili:IX{~ II~~J 

--,; ~naging ~children;.:; -·~ ·_. · ·'l'his · :.school -reaches out ·and ~educates the 
., farmer's ·aalighte:r ·. · from the tipper end o·f Litchfield Uounty to ·the 
-·sound.· :.: .. = · . _ • - ~ .. 

· .. - ~ I ,. ~-· 
~. 

.:MR •. 'WADSWURTH: . What is the at.tendance.? 

SENATOR SHAW: L22. 50% more could be accommodated without 
change :of faculty of .the .preset;lt- plant! ·· · ~: .. < ··, .; -' ·:_:: 
• <:. ·• -·- • ... .•- ...... : 

SEi.IJATuR PIERS) R: 
Jnitory'l . ·- -: 

How many would yo·u accommodate 'in this ·.dar-
- . . . . . . . -

·-.. 1!: ....... ·--. -PRI:HCIPAL:c·: ._ ~we would like 140 •.. 
· · . _;_'{.11\.~_t~kme~ ·" .' ... _ . - - -

SENATOR PIERSON: What is the net cost t_o the stat~ - :per . capita 
for housing--a: normal school student in a ··aprrnitor.y? ~ .- :· , · 

. - • .., .. , l ~ ~ -·:. . . · -· 
,j - : · -·- . •• • • ·"': • ..- •. ~ -- · -.. . -·. _). 

. PRINCIPAL: -It costs . nothing except the dormitory.. A certain 
am~unt of depreciation is ~harged up against .the ·students. . . . . ,.,..- -. .. --. . . . ~ . . ·. ~~ . .. -· .. . . " ..... 

. -SENATOR .PJE.RSUN: 
supporting? 

•• ~ • • < - • 

The building would b~ practically ·~elf'~ 

PRINCIPAL: --- I think so~ : ' . ., :. 

Is '" willimant"ic. self -supporti:ng? SENA,TOR PIERSON: . --:··. ,.. ' 
•• --~- ,.;.- -~-- ..£. ~- .- - J 

: --- - ·_ . ":.,.. ·. ~ ~ 

- "") '..! !'-' , _..,. ~: .,. • --~- -

·. smfAToR 'SHAW: . These catal:;gues show a wonderful increase in . 
•· at~~ndance at . Willimantic. .... . ~ . ·· ~ . .. , . . . 
J \; --~ ~ ... ~-~--"":"ft .. - .. ; .. _ •• , • .:.:;.;.. :; .., :-:·-;.,.- ./ ~! ... _.: •• - - 1 .. 9

::.. • ... • --~:·5 ' . . ·· ·: ~ t~ ~ ~?"' 

C'c~ .... TiADS~_ijl'R: :' : Is _.the attenda~ee j.ncreasing? ·. ·· :· ,:. .. ~ •. : "' .; . .. ~ ·~ 
e .. ::tO'-~~ :

4 
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"Li tchfielq. w:ho gave ·.gone to _ this school and ,·are teaching -out in 
:_ the , _~ col.l.Ilti.'Y~ .. ~ :. Girls camot . commute from Litchfield to :Danbury 
wt).en they :·are taking their training teaching out in the model 
schqo~a; :and a,~ _other times it is difficult : b~cause the connections 
are very poor • . '. _It is difficult to get a suitable place to 
live·. · They have to be shoved around from one place to 
anotherj and · put : UP with unheated rooms. 

\- - l :. c . : :. " J 

MRS. FENNIMAN., .REPRESENTATIVE FROM NAUGATUCK, said she lmew about 
the Danbury_ situation from having lived at -one time in Norwalk, 
and earnestly favored the bill. 

- . 
REPRESENTATIVE FROM DANBURY. said he lived in that section of the 
.town, has a daughter to graduate from the school, and knows a 
good deal about the situation, and that it is hard for the girls 
to find places to live. Wishes to go on record as in favor. 

MRS. NEVIUS said she lived within five miles of Danbury, knows 
the boarding conditions there, and knows how hard it is for the 
girls to commute. strongly favors the bill. 

REPRESE.NTATIVE FRUM ViATERTuWN 1 MRS. COE uF 'dATERBURY 1 MRS. GREEH UF 
· DANBURY all asked to be registered in favor of the dormitory. · 

~ . 
·:· r.m:· J;'AYim 0F NEViTmVN _said hi~ own daughter went to the Danbury 
··Normal ·and _- knows the hardship it was for her to commute to 
_Danbury and get ?ome late. Favors the bill • 

• • "l .. . -
JUDGE DAVIS uF _DANBURi said the bill had been 



Appropriations. ( A.' E. B. ) H. B. 230 .. - 4 

MRS. "LEWIS, HvUSE CHAIRMAN ·CuMMLTTEE 0N EDUCATiuN: · The educa­
tional committee last ses·sion ·felt this was badly needed. we 
think the need is · even .greater now. Both as a resident of Fair­
field :County .and as House Chairman of -the Educational Committee 
I am very much in favor. 

PRINCIPAE HIGGINS: We are not asking this for Danbury. We are 
asking for something to l::enefit the schools of the state. We 
feel that ·. is true ·because the normal schools are designed to 
equip teachers. · we should :'have ·two factors - people trained from 
a source that is right and sufficient control over the time of 
these girls to · see they live under reasonable living conditions. 
There are two sources of students - one the rural source, the 
otaer the industrial centers. If we have a school without a 
dormitory we are almost certain to fill it largely with people from 
the industraal centers. We need also students from the rural 
sources. They are better equipped, better qualified naturally, 
and willing to go back home and teach It is difficult to get a 
girl brought up in the city to teach anywhere except in her home 
town. ~~~xperience at Willimantic shows a greatly increased num-
ber of students who c.ome from rural sources. The year before the 
Willimantic dormitory opened they had 61 students; the year fol-
l::>wing twice as many. This year with three of the four schools 
decreasing in number, Willimantic is the only one that has in-
creased. It is necessary if the school is to do the best 
work to control the conditions under which the girls live. A se 
school can do veri little about the character of its pupils if they 
have them only in class,-and the students commute or live under 
conditions which we cannot control at all. The experience of 
WilliBJBintic shows that the morale of the student body is very 
greatly benefited. Danbury is a small city and living condi­
tions are particularly difficult. It is hard for the girls to 
get satisfactory places to live. Conditions are much worse 
than they used to be. The students who commute cannot get 
there until 10:20 in the mroning and we have to crowd our work 
into very. short time. I do not need to tell you the demorali.c.- 1 

', 

ing influence of commuting, spending time in the railroad station 
and on the train. By extending our control over the living condi- · 
tions we fully believe a dormitory will improve the ~wxx~gsx qual­
ity of .the work the school can do. The increased value of the 
prcduct _will come without increased cost, as has been said. The 

. : school could now have fifty percent more students without any 
add:ti;.tto.nal .expense for instruction and only slight expense for :< books ~and ~supplies:· · ·· The 'movement for dormitor_ies in Connecticut 

· iri ~connectipn with the normal .schools was begun in 190'1" by the 
•.nT • •. u..~- • p:cincJ:p~ . the _Danbury ,school. For ten years he worked : to get 

the ad_?pt_ed by "the_ S~a~e Board. · In ~- 1917, money ;Was ap-
Of" a site. · · We have been trying ever ... s·i11c~ to .get .' the 

~~--'li~'''r..n· ..,,.., ;,.,,',.. .... .,..iation to_:- garry through ~d have this .dopmftpry . 
:the~ ·.~alue -af ~ the ·ork we ·are doing.· 'W~< ·have here 

,.. ...... ~.--vfve of the- .al.w:ilni a~d ·!'~presentative ' of the stqden~ .. 
year we. ~had 250 ... st_udents. We had t~& Bridgeport · No 

ents • . ' They left in a b0dy because they- es~ablishea a 
;~d'"'~tW')J[c~irJi~:L ~ school at Bridgeport .. our ente~ing<c!ass th:ts ""' ... 

J:' than last< year~ . I 
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mitories. For that reason the Board has included in its re­
.quests. !"or 'the ,;-:last three sessionfi at · le.ast the proposition for 
erectien of a dormitory at Danbury, hoping that in time every 
school, unless New Haven, should have a dormitory. we believe 
it would:· be .:·an investment of ·great value to the· .teaching of the 
:sta·te.:·>:. , ·: .~·~,·<" 

A large number of people, including W.P.Bailey, state auditor, 
Postm.ast~r Edward .bailey, Americanization Director,. Col. Wildman, 
Dept. Commander G.A.R., Frank H. Lee, John Dorr, Martin J. C~~~~ •. ~511 .h.am,-. lawyer,. ·Miss Weaver· of New Milford, and many others registere I 

in favor of the .. bill. 

SUPERINTE1IDENT UF THE DANBURY SCHOOLS also spoke brief"ly in favor. 

·: 

.·'' . 

. . 

. . .. " ...... 

-~ ~j~- -:~ ,..: ~--~~~-.. -: . .::"': .- ~ :._ ·-: .,_.->·· ::"' ... . . 
:J..:; J;i~.: :::;~-~ .. ~;_ ~~\._!;~ ~; __ .#~ •(' 

.. - ! .. . . ; 

t~~!-116 c ;~ .. .-:--... ~ ·~~-i.: ~i .. ·:.~:; tt.: · ~ . 


