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v/;LB. 230 = MAKING AN APPROPRIATION FOR THE STATE NORMAL

LV

SCHOOL AT DANBURY FQR BUIIDING PURPOSES ($500,000)

Hoaring before Committee on Appropriations held March i
25 1925 e unis

SENATOR GREGORY: Two years ago as one of the members of the
Educatlonal Committee I visited Danbury for the purpose of
ascertaining whether they needed a dormitory or not. . After
scrutinizing the situation very carefully the committee were i)
of the opinion that the dormitory was absolutely essential it
in order that the school could function properly. The train
gervice to Danbury is very poor.It is such that many students
are unable to get there on time in the morming -~ they get there
at 10:20, some of them.- Then we found many of the students
were unable to get suitable boarding places. Many of the best
people in rural communities will not let their girls go to

the normal school unless they know where they are. The dormi- |
tory would give them proper supervision. One of the state's !u
problems is to supply the rural communities with teachers.

This school aims to supply such teachers. With the bullding
of this dormitory that would be eliminated as far as Litchfield

and Fairfield Counties are concermed. Girls from the farm |
homes would go in greater numbers because they would have proper (||
supervision. " If your committee desires further information

as far as the educational committee is concerned I, as senate !
chairman; ‘and Mrs. Lewis, would be pleased to come before you I/
any tima..

“SENATOR SHAW: ° The "pecple of Danbury have been after this
normal school proposition a good meny years. We have almost '
‘reached ‘the ‘promiséd "land. *-Lagt ‘year-the bBill was killed at thd}
last moment.  This is more than a Danbury matter, Danbury ’
“péople are ‘for-it>because 'of ‘local pride in their-institutions.
.They are proud of the normal school. The State saw fit to
*place one-of “{ts 'schools in -Danbury and they are working’not ‘1
: d&lane for~Danbury"buz for-Connecticat. »@hThe state *hag sinvested ||
~jj°t&eusands of dollaraJat~Danburyé- ~ For-years ‘the: State iBoard ©
f‘."ﬁ&”ﬁ &din"mind”thé complétion ' 6f-that plantistiein® the“gireink
5 Fpin n “6f 'thé people “who &re: here itcigsan’ essentialé‘art of
filanti@”ngltﬁis'nat‘soﬁﬁucﬁ"an ‘additienvas aricompletion e
: ;EfaEﬁs‘framﬁrepsrt ‘of “the : Stat é “Board vofild fon
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teacher. from the farm.- I believe her birth -and train.ing is such~ ,
-.she ‘hag ‘advantages no city girl ‘can have when it comes to msmmfsex:||f

managing ‘ehildren.: -i This echool reaches out "and ‘educates the ,'4 5
' farmer's daughter from the upper end of Litchfield bounty to the
~Sound. .

MR..WADSWORTH: - What is the attendance? A }1

SENATOR SHAW:  122.,: 50% more could be accomnodated without 1
cha.nge of faculty of ‘the present plant. S S

SENATOR PIERS)N: How many would you accommodate in this dor-
nitory'? AN AR s, 3 il

\PRINCIPAL- - We:mould like 140. P AL St an S g S

VA Btmkmev‘ 5 ' i
SENATOR PIERSON: What is the net cost to tne state per capita il
for' hou.sing a normal school student 1n a dormitory‘? e e

PRINCIPAL- : It. cost.s nothing except t.he dormitory', A certain‘
amount of depr-eciation is charged up against the studentﬂ. i
SENATOR P RSUN: The: building would be practically -seJ.f—
supporting'? ,

: PRINCIPAL' I think so.

—-v-<J"l-

SENATbR PIERSON Is Willimantic self-supportingv ;
'DB.“ EEEDITH- - xes. by NG 15 e Slends J”‘
Loy 4 A ' - 1

SENA‘IOR SHAW . These catalsgues show a wonderful increase an, 8
attendance a.t. Willimantic. Vs v el - AR

l 4,.,;‘
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Jl‘ADSWORI‘H* % Is the attendanee increasing? kB <
Je‘m Qs 23 3l @
) e It 15 fluctuating. I»think this wouldvadd 50%.
"J»Wp;é "’fiw‘ﬁi“’t‘x‘i R N L S i LEaus BAngR s
LISENATOR. BRINSMADE: .. " I-wigh to speak 1n favor of~th _Normal
':’_eSc:'haol' An. Danbury as ‘a:member ‘of three different .educational‘
et ‘@es Hnthe genere.l 'agsemblyv'*‘* 7
ith.;bhameeds b4
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‘Litchfield who Bave gone to this school and are teaching out in
.the .country, ..Girls camot commute from Litchfield to -Danbury
when they-.are taking their training teaching out in the model
schools and at other times it is difficult because the connections i}
are very poor. . It 1s difficult to get a suitable place to '
live, - They have to be shoved around from one place to
another, and put.up with unheated rooms.

MRS. FENNIMAN, REPRESENTATLVE FROM'NAUGATUCK, gaid she knew about
the Danbury situation from having lived at -one time in Norwalk,
and earnestly favored the bill.

REPRESENTATIVE FROM DANBURY said he lived in that section of the i:
town, has a daughter to graduate from the school, and knows a il
good deal about the situation, and that it is hard for the girls
to find places to live. Wishes to go on record as in favor,

MRS, NEVIUS said she lived within five miles of Danbury, knows
the boarding conditions there, and knows how hard it is for the
girls to commute, Strongly favors the bill. I

REPRESEnNTATIVE FROM WATERTUWN, MRS. COE UF WATERBURY, MRS,GREENW OF s{
DANBURY all asked to be regiSUered in favor of the dormitory. -

xMR: PAXNE OF NEWTOWN said his own daughter went to the Danbury
~Normal -and knows the hardship it was for her to commute to
«Danbury and get home late. - PFawors the bill.

JUDGE DAVIS OF DANBUR: said the bill had been before the legisla-
ture many times; that on one occasion it went through both houses
to be vetoed by the Governor. One reason for that was the bill
didn't carry a sufficient amount of money. Nothing can be
said against the bill. The State of Connecticut has started a |
-job there and hasn't completed it. - Six years ago the legislature
-gave Danbury-$35,000. for developing purjoses and nothing has |
-been ;dene .about -it _since. Eight years ago an -appropriation was
imadeiof $15,000. -for .the -purpose of acquiring land and that was .
~expended.-eight years ago and nothing .done about-it sgince.- - We
+think.the . state.gshould complete the job.vther legislatures. ‘have
abeegnin favor. of1it -the 'state board of education favors:it; at l
: {tggagganing bgfurqithe educational committee,mayursFillew, Senator I
: sPeck; thglauperintendent of ~-schools ;. .and.others .appeared in: u
A ,&ﬁavoyaqilitaqpqga Isthink:Governor Templeton: did;rightgin vetoing
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theslast bi}lvhegause the apprupriation wasino: ‘where nearrenough. -l
Aicormeatisn with ihe norral sehoolsimas hegun’ i 180% by the ;c*k
2 lYEeHIELLaskedntaghe recordedainifaggrhg woxked Lo éatfﬁf
adopted by the fsie Board. .. In 3917 money wasg. ap~: |
Rak rsai i1they had hadathenschmolggpag Ly gﬁqyeara,3g£00nd
ah Ygfgh&nsadzgre,atlv-,armfe have  in our sectienia lotwof:
: ls and sbhey are what ds ne@de,diin..tl 1sscountryest
LYou can -get;the“genuinGCAmar;gan,girlgthgggg‘g;
anbury is about sto build a new high-scheol.e
1 3.8 agghge; was ;built matters were diffqggn@ﬁbutg
g ‘”E@&ng 5§bleago“find .a .boarding pl&ce“v anbt
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MRS, -LEWIS, HUUSE CHAIRMAN CuMMLTTEE uN EDUCATIuUN: - The educa-
tional committee last segsion felt this was badly needed. We
think the need 1is even greater now, = Both as a resident of Fair-
field County and as House Chairman of -the Educational Committee

I am very much in favor.

PRINCIPAE HIGGINS: We are not asking this for Danbury. We are
asking for something to Ienefit the schools of the state. We
feel that ‘ig true because the normal schools are designed to
equlp teachers. We should -have two factors - people trained from
a source that is ' right and sufficient control over the time of
these girls to see they live under reasonable living conditions.
There are two sources of students - one the rural source, the
otber the industrial centers. If we have a school without a
dormitory we are almost certain to fill it largely with people from
the industrdal centers. We need also students from the rural
sources., They are better equipped, better qualified naturally,
and willing to go back home and teach It is difficult to get a
girl brought up in the city to teach anywhere except in her home
town. sxperience at Willimantic shows a greatly increased num-
ber of students who come from rural sources. The year before the
Willimantic dormitory opened they had 61 students; the year fol- |
lowing twice as many. This year with three of the four schools |
decreasing in number, Willimantic is the only one that has in-
creased. It is necessary if the school is to do the best :
work to control the conditions under which the girls live. A seboe
school can do very little about the character of its pupils if they |
have them only in class,-and the students commute or live under l
l
|
|

conditiong which we camnot control at all. The experience of
Willimemtic shows that the morale of the student body 1is very
greatly benefited. Danbury is a small city and living condi-
tions are particularly difficult. It is hard for the girls to
get satisfactory places to live. Conditions are much worse
than they used to be. The students who commute cannot get
there until 10:20 in the mroning and we have to crowd our work
into very short time. I do not need to tell you the demoraliz-
ing influence of commuting, spending time in the railroad station
and on the train, By extending our control over the living condi-. |
tions we fully believe a dormitory will improve the xzxXImmgmx qual-
ity of the work the gschool can do. The increased value of the
product will come without Iincreased cost, as has been said. The
. school ‘could now have fifty percent more students without any
additdonal expense for instruction and only slight expense for .
' books -and :supplies.” - The movement for dormitories in Connecticut
in connection with the normal schools was begun in 1907 by the
1pa1 of “the Danbury school. For ten years he worked.to get
iple adopted by the b’t.ate Board. - In 1917 money:was ap-. .|
for a-site.’ + We have been trying ever since to get the
propriation to = carry through and have this dormitor
“the balua of the work ‘we are doing.x"We haye*heré %

‘The State Board of Education is unani u§1y ofuthej
;atudents 1n the normal schoola should be housed
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mitories. For that reason the Board has included in its re-
quests. for the. last three sesaions at- least the proposition for
erection of a dormitory at Danbury, hoping that in time every
school, unless New Haven, should have a dormitory. We believe
it would: be :an investment of great valuse to the teaching of the
State, ., &=, o

A large number of people, including W.P,Balley, state auditor,

Postmaster Edward Bailey, Americanization Director,. Col.Wildman,
Dept. Commander G.A,R.,, Frank H, Lee, John Dorr, Martin J. Cunningi
ham,"lawyer, Miss Weaver of New Milford, and many others registere
in favor of the bill. v = - {

SUFERINTENDENT OF THE DANBURY SCHOOLS also spoke briefly in favor. ||
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