
... 

SELECTIVE SERVICE REGULATIONS 

VOLUME TWO 

REGISTRATION 

l 
,,.,/ 



VOLUME TWO-REGISTRATION 

Th e r egulat ions contain ed in this volum e are prescribed by Ex ecu
ti ve Ord er No. 8545, signed by the Pr esident, September 23, 1940. 

NOTE 

Select ive Service Regulatio ns are publish ed m six volumes: 
Kum bu Tit~ 

Volum e One- - - - --- -- - - - - -- · Orga niza t ion and . .\d mini st r at ion . 
Volum e Two _______________ Registrat ion. 
Volum e Th ree ______________ Class ification an d Select ion. 
Volum e Four_ ______________ Delivery and Indu ct ion . 

Volume Fi ve- ------ - - --- - ~- F inance . 
Volume Six ________________ Physical Sta ndards. 

S ections are numbered consecutive ly th roughout the six volumes. 
Volum e Tw o cont ains sections IX to XIV, inclusive. 

Th e first paragraph in Volum e One is numb ered 101; the first 
paragraph in Volum e Two is numbered 201; and so on. 
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S ECTION IX 

ExrL.\N ATIO N OF R EGI STR ATION 
P a r nl'l'rap h 
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NoTE.- T be fir s t pa rag raph in Volum e On e i s numb er ed 101; t h e 
fir s t p a ragrap h in Volum e Tw o is numb er ed 201; and so on. 

201. Persons required to register and place of registra
tion.- a. "E xcept as oth erwi se pro vided in thi s Act, it sh a.11 be th e 
duty of every ma.le citiz en of th e Uni ted St ates, and of every male alien 
residing in th e Unit ed Stat es, who, on th e day or clays fixed for the fir st 

r any subsequent reg istrati on, is bet,, een th e ages of twenty-on e and 
~hirt y-six, to pre sent him self for and submit to registration at such tim e 

r tillles and place or pl aces, and in such mann er and in such age group 
0 

r o-roups, as shall be determin ed by rul es and regulations pr escribed 
~ei:und er." . (~ec. 2, Selecti ve Trainin g and Servic e Act of 1940.) 

b. "Comm1ss10ned officers, warr ant officers, pay clerks, and enli sted 

11
en of the Regul ar Arm y, th e Nav y, th e Marin e Corps, th e Coast 

~uard, th e Coast and Geodetic Sur vey, th e Publi c He alth Servi ce, the 
fed erally recognized active Nation a.l Guard, th e Officers' Re~er ve Corp s, 
the Reg11lar Arm y Reserve, the Enli sted Reserve Corp s, the Nava l R e
serv e, and the Marin e Corp s Reserve; ca.dets, Unit ed Stat es Military 
Academy ; mid shipm en, Unit ed St ates Na val Academy; cadets, Unit ed 
St ates Coast Guard Academy ; men ,,ho have been accept ed for admit
t ance ( conunen cing with the academic year next succeeding such ac-
eptance) to the United Stat es Militar y Academy as cadets, to th e 

~nited Stat es Na val Academy as midshipm en, or to the Unit ed St ates 
Coast Guard Academy as cad ets, but only during the continuan ce of 

ch acceptance; cadet s of th e advan ced cour se, senior division, R eserve 
~fficers' Tr aining Corps or Na val Reserve Officers' Trainin g Corp s ; 
, d dir)lom atic r epr esentati ves1 te chni cal atta ches of for eign ernbassies 
<LI1 l l l . 1 and legation s, c01:su s ge_n~ra ,_consu s, '?ce consuls, and consu ar ~~ents 

f f oreio-n countries, res1dmg m th e Urnted Stat es, who are not citizen s 
0 ~ . 

(1) 
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of the United States, and ,,ho hav e not declared their intention to 
become citiz ens of the United States, shall not be r equir ed to be regis
tered under section 2 and sha ll be reli eved from liabil ity for training 
and service under sect ion 3 (b)." (Se c. 5 (a), Selective Training 
and Servi ce Act of 1940.) 

c. Ev ery man who is required by proclamation of the Pr esident 
to register sha ll on the day fixed ther efor pr esent him self for and 
submit to registration at the duly designat ed plac e of regi st l'at ion 
within the pre cinct, di strict, or regi stration area in which h e ha s his 
permanent home or in which he may happen to be · on that date. 
For designati on of pla ce of r egistration, . ee Paragraphs 217 and 222. 
F or special cases in which men may registe r at oth er tim es and 
places, see Section XIV , "Spe cial Cases of R egistration". R egard
less of any special cir cumstan ces, every man v.·ho is subject to r eg is
tration is per sonall y charged with the duty of pre senting him self 
before the prop er officials for that purpo se. 

202. Responsibility for performance of duty.- a . "The Pres
ident is authoriz ed-(1) to pre scrib e th e necessary rul es and r eg u
lations to carry out the provi sions of this Act " ; and " ( 4) to utiliz e 
th e servic es of any or all departm ent s and any and all officer s or 
agents of the United States and to accept the sen 1 ices of all officers 
and agents of the several State s, Territorie s, and the Distri ct of 
Columbia and subdivisions thereof in the execution of this Act". 
(S ec. 10 (a) (1) and (4), Sele ctive Training and Service Act of 
1940.) 

b. "Any per son charged as h erein pro vided with th e duty of carry
ing out any of th e provision s of this \.ct, or th e rule s or regul?,tion s 
made or dire ction s given ther eund er, who shall knowingly fail or 
neglect to perform such duty, and any per son charged with such 
du ty, or having and exercising any authority under said Act, rul es, 
regulation s, or directions who shall knowingly make, or be a party 
to the makin g, of any false, improp er, or inc orrect regi stration, 
class ification, physical or mental examination, deferment, induction, 
enro llm ent, or mu st er, and any p er son who shall lmowingly make, or 
be a party to the making of , any fal se statem ent or certificate as to 
the fitne ss or unfitn ess or liability or nonliability of him self or any 
other person for servi ce under th e provisions of thi s Act, or rule s, 
regulations, or directions made pur suant thereto, or who oth erwi se 
evades regi st ration or servic e in the land or naval forces or any 
of the r equir ements of this Act, or who kn owingly counsel s, aid s, 
or abets anoth er to evade registrat ion or service in th e land or nava 1 
forces or any of the requirements of this Act, or of said rules, r egu
lations, or dir ecti ons, or who in any manner shall kn owingly fail or 
neglect to p erfor m any duty requir ed of him under or in the execu -
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tion of thi s Act, or rul es or r egLtlat ions made pur suant to thi s A ct , 
or an y per son or persons who shall k:nowin gly hinder or int erfer e 
in any way by for ce or viol ence with th e admini st rati on of t hi s 
Act or the ru les or r egulati ons mad e pur suant th ereto , or conspi re 
t o do so, shaU, upon convi ct ion in th e di stri ct court of th e U nit ed 
Sta tes ha ving juri sdi ct ion thereof , be puni shed by impri sonme nt 
for no t m ore th an five yea rs or a fine of not more th an $10,000, or by 
bot h such fine and imp r isonm ent, or if subj ect t o militar y or n ava l 
]u.w m ay be tri ed by court m artial , and, on convi ction ,. shall suffer 
such puni shm ent as a coul't m ar t ial ma y dir ect . No p er son shall be 
tri ed by an y mili ta ry or naval court m artial in any case an smg 
und er thi s Ac t unl ess such person ha s been actu ally indu cted for th e 
training and service pr escrib ed und er thi s Ac t or unl ess h e is sub
ject t o trial by court mar t ial und er Jaws in for ce pri or to th e ena ct 
m ent of thi s Act . Pr ecedence shall be gi ven by court s to th e trial 
of cases ari sing und er thi s Ac t." (S ec. 11, Selecti ve Training and 
Servi ce Act of 1940.) 

c. E very per son subj ect to r egi st ration is r equir ed t o famili ariz e 
him self with th e rules and r egulati ons gov erning r egistration and to 
•ompl y ther ewith. 

c 20 3_ Not ice of requirements of act.-"E ver y p er son shall be 
deemed to h ave ~1otice of th e r equirei:1ents of thi s A.ct_ upon_ publi ca-

t
. 

11 
by the Pr es1dcnt of a pro clamation or oth er publi c noti ce .fixino-

10 . . l . o 
a tim e for any r eg~st rat10n un c er sect1011 2." (S ec. 14 (a ), Select iv e 
Trainin g and Service Act of 1940.) 

2o4. Offici a l communications.- a. Officials and ag encies of 
Select ive Serv_ice _operat~n g und er th e G_overn or of a Stat e sh all no t 

nd commum cat10ns chr ectl y to the Dir ect or of Selecti ve Service. 
~ 11 communi cation s r equirin g attenti on of hi gher authority shall be 

nt to the Gov ernor. Th ey shall be addr essed as in the followino · se o 
e~a1uple: 

Th e Govern or of Al abama, 
(Stat e H eadquart ers for Selective Service), 
Montgom ery , Ala. 

b. Official lett er s in th e admini st ration of the select iv e servi ce law 
ay be sent in official penalty env elope s, mark ed in th e upp er left-

111 · "S 1 t· S · · · · 
1 nd corn er e ec ive ervi ce-Offi cial Bu sm ess" and the name of 
w 1· l the sending ag ency; a1: c m t 1e upp er righ t -hand corn er, "Penalty 
for pri vate U s~ to Avoid Parm ent of Po sta~ e, $300.''. "\Vhen print~d 

relopes furm sh ed by the D 1rector of Selective Service are not ava1l-
e1n . . . b . 
abl e, th ese ms cnpt1ons may e writt en, typed, or rubber stamped on 

)lain enve lope. 
a 1 Official te legrams in the administra t ion of the selective servi ce 

l 
c. 

1
a.y be sent at Government exp ense when speed is essenti al. Offiaw n , 
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cial messages sh all be indor sed "Selective Service-Offi cial Bu sin ess
. Governm ent Rat e" and shall indi cate th e class of mes. age (t elegram, 
night lette r , etc.). On th e fa ce of th e message the send er shall mak e 
this certifi cate : 

I cer t ify that thi s message is on official business necess ar y fo r the publi c 
servi ce iu the execut ion of the select ive sen ·ice law. 

Si gnu t ur c 

Offic ia l T i t le 

d. County clerks sh all dire ct telegraph comp ani es to r end er sta te
ment s to the Governor (Stat e Headquarters for Sel ective Servic e) for 
the t elegrams. 

SE C'TI ON X 

ST ATE liEADQ UAR TER S : R EGISTR ATION T ASK S 

Parng r a ph 

Responsibility of th e Govern or- --- -- - -- - ---- - - -- -- - - ------ - --------- -- --- 20'3 
Other agencies condu ctin g r egistra t ion ____________________________________ 20G 

Govern or 's pr oclam ation--------- - ------- - ------ -- ----------- -- ----- - - - - - 207 
Organization of registr ation machin ery _________ ,.. _________________________ 208 
Distributi on of regulati ons and forms by the Govern or _____________________ 209 

Pr ogress chart --------------------- - - - -- -- ---------------- -- ------- -- ___ 210 
Report s of readin ess _____________________________________________________ 211 
Report of s ize of regis tr ation _____________________________________________ 212 
Exp enses of registrati on _________________________________________________ 213 

205. Responsibility of the Governor.-Ex cept as oth erwi se 
pr ovided in p ar agr aph 206, th e Governor ha s charg e of registr a tion 
within his St ate. H e may mak e such modifi cation of detail s of th e 
11rocedure outlin ed in thi s Volmne T wo of Regulations as ma y be 
necessary in ord er to accompli sh effecti ve and complete r egistration 
on the day fixed. It is of the utmo st importance that he secur e 
exp editi ous and thor ough action by all concern ed. 

206. Other agencies conducting registration.-The officials 
listed below shall have charge of r egi stration, within the jurisdi ction 
specified for each : 

a. Th e Comm issioners of the Disfri,c~ of Co·l;um,bia, for all p erson s 
subj ect to registr ati on in th e Di stri ct of Columbi a. 

b. Th e Director of Nat ional Parle S ervice, for all resid ents of na
tion al p ark s listed in par agra ph 248 and for all vi sitors pr esent 
in the same nat ional park s on registr at ion day ( except memb ers 
of C. C. C. compani es st ation ed in such park s). ( S.ee p ar. 248.) 

c. The Commiss ioner of Ind ian Aff'afrs, for all per sons re siding on 
Indi an reserv ation s. (S ee p ar. 249.) 
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d. Th e Di?'eoto1· of the Oivilim i Oon.se1'Vation Corp s, for all enroll ees 
of the C. C. C. (S ee par. 250 .) 

207 . Governor's proclam at ion.- Thc Governor should issue a 
proclamation to supplement the President's proclamation of Septem 
ber 16. 1940, entitl ed "Registration Day" , and especially to enj oin upon 
all offi~ials of th e State and of its count ies and muni cipali ties a full and 
~-i1ling cooperat ion in effecting r egistrat ion as requir ed und er th e 

select ive serv ice law . 
208. Organ ization of registrati on machinery.- a. In view of 

the persona l sacrifice to be mad e by the men who are being registered for 
ilitar-y service, it is deemed fitti ng that the registration be conducted 

n1 . l 1 . ffi" b . citiz ens, includi ng th e regu ar e ecbo n o crnls, who volunteer their 
s! ·vices as a contributi?n to the nat~onal defense_- Accordingly, no 
comp ensat ion shall be paid for the service~ of the regi strar s. 

b. The Governor ha s charge ?f an:angmg, through th e count y clerk s 
( see p ars . 21~ and 215), for r egistra tion on a voluntary ba sis by ~-e~ul ar X 
1 

tio n officw.ls, suppl ement ed as necessary by other competent citiz en s. 
e ec . h. d" . . 

Sh ould the Governor m 1s 1scret10n cons1der that it is il'npra c
o. 

t
. ble or unwi se for any r eason to use th e regular election officials in 
1ca h . 3 • 1 . . ounty, he is aut orizecL to appoint ot 1er r eg1st ratrnn officials . If 

any C • • f t ·a l 
S
aryh e mayappomtre g1strar s romou s1 etrnc onnty . neces , . . 

d. The Gover~or ~ms c~arge ?f arrangmg ~or tl'.~ m st ru ct ion of all 
. <Y·stration officrnJs m th ell" dutrns before Reg1strnt10n D ay, and should 

1 e,,,
1
1
, cert ain that the entire ma chin ery is in readine ss. 

n1a ,e . . . 
20

9. Distribution of regul ations and forms by the Gover -
n or.- a. Not less th an 4 days befor e the r egist r at ion, every county 
clerk sh all hav ~ an adequate supp ly of _Volu~11e Tw~ of th ese Re gula-
. s re<Yist rat10n cards (Form 1), r eg1stra t10n certi ficates (F orm 2 ) 

t1on , "' d (F . . , . 
1
_ .l

1
ction placar s • orm 4), mstruct.wn leafiets (Form 5) and anv 

Ins ,1 . 1 l . . ' J 

l 
. rwint ecl matena s w u ch ar e to be used m the reo·istration Th e ot 1e1 . . . · b • 

Governor ha s charge of distnbuhon of the~e mate r ia ls. He is author -
., J to use any and all necessary methods to m sur e their deli.very on time . 
1ze k 1 .,. . · b. Na tionr:,l par s, 1w1,an ?'eserv~t ions, and C. C. 0 .- The Gov-
ernor lik ewise ha s _char ge o:f suppl y1:1g r egistrntio n forms and mate 
rials to the su~ ermt enclents of national parks (see p ar. 248 ) and 
Indi an r eserv at10ns (see :fa1:. 24~) and to the command ers of C. C. C. 
r tri cts (see par . 250) w1thm hi s State . 
c 1: . E st im ates of _the nurr~ber of r egistration forms and quan tity of 

_. t rn,tion mat erial s r eqmr ed for each county should inclu de the esti-
re o1s · .,_ 

0 l number and quanti vy of such form s and materials necessary for 
111atec . . . . ( 1 1 . . t 

1
.
1
·1w men m rnst1tut10n s sc 100 s, pn sons hospital s etc.) ancl 

8 0·1s e " ' ' r O • •ae·1ts who may pre sent th emse.lves for regi st ration. 
1onres1 i • 1 

210
. pr ogress ch~rt.- Each State h eaclqn n,rt ers shall keep up 

l t 
a chart resemblmg that shown belo,,. 

tocae < ' 
25D675•- 4Q- vol. 2--2 
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R egistration Progr ess Chart, Stat e of _________ _ 

Form s I, 2, 4, an d 5 
R egistrar s R egis lrati on R epo r ted N umbe r of County or city appo in ted pro clamation ready (date ) registra nts (da te) Da te shipped I R_eceiv~d by di st r ibuted 

cbiefr cg1Strnrs 

211. Repo r ts of r ea diness.- a. The county clerk sha ll report 
to the Governor by telegram, not less than 3 days pr ior to regist r ation, 
the state of readiness of his county. 

b. Not less than 2 days before registration, the Governor sha ll report 
by telegram to the Director of Selective Service the condition of readi 
ness of his State . 

212. R epo rt of size of regi strat io n .-Immediat ely _ after re 
ceiving from all of the county clerks the reports of the total regi str ation 
for each local board area (see par . 215i ), the Govemor shall report to 
the Director of Selective ServicB the total registration ,\·ithin the State . 

213. Exp en ses of ·r eg i strat ion .- a. Should county or munici 
pa l officials incm· any necessary and unavoidab le expense in the proc ess 
of registration, vouchers shall be forwarded to State headquarter s for 
settlement, using Standard Form 1034 (P ublic Vouc her for Pu rchases 
and Services other than Personal ). 

b. Men required to present themse lves for and submit to registra 
tion sha ll not be paid trave l all owances or expenses, or for performing 
such obligat ion , 

SECTION X I 

CouNTY AND lVIuNICIPAL OFFI CIALS: REGI STRATION TASKS 

Parngrapb 
Definitions ____________________________________________________________ 214 
Responsibility of th e county clerk__ ____________________________________ 215 
Distribution of regulation s and forms by the county clerk _________________ 216 
County clerk' s prep arations for registration__ ___________________________ 217 
County clerk's report of total regi stration _______________________________ 218 
Care of regi stration card s_____________________________________________ 219 

2 14 . De:finiti ons.- a. The term "county clerk" includes the offi
cial, board, commission or group charged with supervision of o·eneral 
State and Nat ional election~ in the _ county, cit~, independent city , ~arish, 
town, etc., as may be _a~phcab le m the p~rtic ul ar State, or any other 
person, board, comm1ss10n, or group designate d by the Gove rnor to 
supervise registration in such areas. 

b. The term "precinct" inc lude s, where app licable, vot ina districts 
and means the sma llest subd ivision used for voting pur po~es in an; 
State . 

\ 
\ 
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215. Resp onsibility of the county clerk. - Th e county clerk, 
subject to such in structions as he may receive fr om the Governor, 
.shall : 

a. Appoint the registration board and the chi ef reg istrar for each 
precinct . (See par . 220.) 

b. Mak e all preparations for the registra t ion. (Se e par. 217.) 
c. Receive from Stat e headqua r ters, and distribut e to the chief 

r egistrar of each pre cinct, the r egist ration cards (F orm 1), 
r egistration certificates (Form 2), instr uction placards (Form. 
4), in struction leaflets (Form 5), and any similar mat erial s 
which may be used. (See par . 216.) 

d . Report promptly to State headquart ers any difficulty which 
arises in preparing for registration . 

e. Repor t by tel egram to the Governor, at least 3 days before r egis
tration day, the state of r eadiness of his county . 

f. Sup ervi se the registration, and give immediate help to any r egis
tration board which encounters any difficulty during t he 
r egistr ation . 

g . Arrange for the r egistr ation of-

Per sons who are sick. (See par . 242.) 
P ersons in hospita ls. ( See par . 243.) 
P ersons in schools, colleges, etc. (See par . 245.f 
Inmates of asylums, jai ls, etc. (See par . 246.) 

li. Require each chief registrar to deliver , promptly upon comple 
tion of the r egistration, all completed r egistration cards, n,ll 

• unu sed forms and print ed matter, all spoiled cards and cer 
tifi cates, and the certificate of the r egistration board . (See 
par . :r:::.) 

i . Report by telegram to the Governor, immediat ely afte r the J.'eg
istr at ion, the total number of completed cards filed for each 
"local board area" in his county. (See par . 218.) 

j. Deliver to the chairman of each local board in the county, upon 
the chairman's r equest, the r egistration cards of person s re gis 
tered within the area of that local board, and supply of unu sed 
registrat ion cards and certificates . Th e county clerk sh all 
di stribute all unu sed cards and certifi cates among local boards 

.\- within the county, and shall destroy all spoil ed cards and 
cert ificates not completed . 

7~. Deliver immed iately to the local board, without deman d by the 
chairm an, any regi str at ion card r eceived late . 

2 16 . Dis t r ib ut ion of r egu lati ons and form s by the county 
cle rk.-a . The Governor shall send th e county clerk the materials 
mentioned in paragraph 209, with instru ctions for th eir distribution. 
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It is most important that the count y clerk lrn.,7 e the se suppli es, and 
make ,sure that he has enough, at least 4 <la s before the registration . 
He shall report any shortage to the Governor by telegram , and make 
every effort to get all necessary supplies . (See par. 215e.) 

b. The county clerk shall distribute these materi als to the chi ef 
registrars of the registration boards, as nearly as he can estimate 
their need.s. H e shall keep in his own office a reserve supply from 
which to fill shortages on Registration Day and to register the inmates 
of hospita ls, asylums, penal institutions, colleges, etc. In ver y large 
counties, mountainous counties, etc ., the more remote distri cts ,should 
be supplied first. 

c. Chief registrars shall be required to rece ipt for, and account later 
for, the exact number of registration cards and registration certificat e,s 
given to each . (See par . 219.) · 

217. Coun ty cl erk' s p r ep aTa tio ns for re gi st rat io n.-Thc 
county clerk shall inform himself as to the duties of regi stration 
boards (pars . 220 to 229) and shall procure, designat e, and prepare 
the places for reaistration, and appoint the registrars and chief regis 
trars and instru~t them in th eir duties. (See par. 203.) 

21 8 . Cou n t y cle rk's r ep or t of tot a l re gi str at ion.- a. Follov. 
ing the registration, the regi stration boards shall return the cards as 
quickly as possible to the county clerk. If the cotmty contains more 
than one local board, the county clerk shall group together the com
pleted cards for each local board. As soon as all registrars have 
turned in their cards the county clerk shall report by teleo-ram to 

l • b 

the Governor the total registration f 01' each local board area. To 
obtain this total, he need not open th e packages of completed ca;·ds 
but may use the registrar's count shown on the outside . (See par . 
228.) · 

b . . In his report, the county clerk sha ll especially point out any local 
board with wh ich more than 3,500 completed cards have been filed and 
shall request instructions about the appointment of one or more addi 
tiona l local boards in that local board area . 

219. Car e of re gist ra tion car ds.- a. The comp leted registra 
tion cards are records of the utmost importanc e. Loss or destruction 
of, or tampering with, registration cards cannot be permitted . Each 
official who handles registration cards shall give a receipt for them 
and be accountab le for them and sha ll obtain a receip t upon delivering 
them to another. Cards shall under no circumstances be entrusted 
to any person not properly authorized to have them in custody. 

b. The county clerk shall keep registration cards in a fireproof 
safe unt il he delivers them to the local board, and sh all exerc ise the 
greatest care to prevent their destruction or damage. 
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SECTION XII 

OR GL\NIZATION AN D D UTIES OF REGI STRATION BO ARDS 

Parn .; raph 

Appointment of r egist rn rs ___ --- - - - - -- ---- -- - - --- -- -- - ------- ---- ----- - 220 
Regi s trants should kn ow regist ratio n r egulatio ns_______________________ 221 
Pr cp:1ra tion of places for r egislrat ion_________________________________ 222 

Rc~is tr'.1 r 's on tb ----- ------- - --- ---- - ---- - -- - --- - - --- - ------ - ---- ----- 223 
Intm-pretcr s__________________________________________________________ 224 
Rec·t lci t r a n ts _________________________________________________ - _ - --- -- 225 
Regis trati on pla ces to be kept open____________________________________ 226 
R0port of r egist rn tion board ___________________________________________ 227 . 
Tyi1?g ca rds in packag es______________________________________________ 228 
Dispo siti on of r cgistrnr s' r epor t and ca rd s______________________________ 229 

220. Appointment of registrars.- a. In each precinct or 
other reg istrat ion uni t designated und er these regu lat ion s ther e sha ll 
be one r eg istratio n board . Members of the r egisfrat ion board are 
ca lled r egi stmr s. The person appointed head of each board is its 
chief r egi .st1'a1•. It is estimat ed that one registra r ,rnrkin g full time 
during the hour s fixed for registrat ion can r egister a maximum of 
30 person s. Th e size of the board shou ld conform, on thi s ba sis, to 
the numb~r of men in the pr ecinct who are requir ed to pr esent them
selves fo r and submit to r egistrat ion und er pr oclama tion of the Presi 
dent, includin g nonr esidents who mn.y be expected to be r egiste r ed 
there . 

b. Th e count y clerk, acting upon instru ctions of the Governor , shall 
call upon members of the reguJ~r election board to volunt eer their 
services as members of the registration board. H e sha ll suppl ement 
the election officials as may be necessary by the appointm ent of oth er 
compe tent volunt eers as regi stra rs, in numbers sufficient to pr event 
excessive waiting in lin e. If it is impra cticabl e for any rea son to 
use the r egular electi on officials in any precinct, th e county clerk sha ll 
appoint a suitabl e registration board of comp etent volunteers. ( See 
also par 208c.) Wom en may serve as registrar s. The voluntee r regis
trars ma y be assigned to any pr ecinct in which their services may 
be needed. 

221. Registrars should know registration regulations.
Before beginning regist ration, regi strar s should kno w tlrorough ly 
sections XII and XIII of the regul at ions. Th ey shou ld also und er
sta nd the quest ions asked on the registrat ion card and the typ e of 
an swers desir ed, as explain ed :in section XIJI (pa.rs. 230 to 239) , and 
on th e instruction placard (F orm 4). 

222. Preparation of places for registr a tion.- a. The count y 
clerk shall procure, designate, and pr epare suitable places for r eg
istrat ion. It is of the utmost importance that the registr ation be 
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c?nd~cted in a dignified setting . The best possible place of regi trn,
bon IS a school, town hall, or other appropriate public building. In 
any case, a lar ge hall or a series of offices is necessary . A mere booth 
or a place being used at the same time for other busin ess, will not 
suffice under any conditions . · 

b. The registration place shall be located within the botmdaries 
of the precinct or within a convenient distance of the precin ct. If 
the customary polling place is not used, a suitab le notic e sha 11 be 
posted t~ere stating the location of the regi stration place. Two or 
~ore. votmg precincts may be combined for selective service registra
tion if such combination is deemed convenient. Two or more r eg
~stration places may be located in th e same building provided there 
Is ample space . 

o. The chief registrar shall have his r egistration place ready and 
open at the hour specified in the President's proclamation. A Unit ed 
States flag sha ll be displ ayed . Copies of the inst1:u_ction pb?ard 
(F orm 4) shall be conspicuou sly posted wh ere men wa1tmg to register 
can study them. R equired supplies are : 

1 table for each reo-istrar. 
2 chairs £or each t;ble (1 £or registrar, 1 for registrant). 
Pens, ink, and blotters for each registrar. 
Regi stration cards, registration certi~cate s. 
In stru ction leafl et (Form 5) to be given to registrants upon 

leaving. 
Instruction placard (Form 4): copies on the wal ls and one ,,·ith 

each registrar. 

d. The chief registrar should sati sfy him self that he has a sufficient 
supply of registration card s and certificates. 

223. Registrar's oath.-E ach registrar sha ll take the followino· 
oath before assuming his dutie s. It may be administered withou~ 
charge by any person qualified to administer oaths, or the chi ef 

· r egi strar shall be sworn by a registrar ~£ the _ boar_cl, and the chi ef 
reo-istrar sha ll then swear the rest of his registrat10n board. Any 
pe~son ·who at any time durin g the registration und ertakes the duties 

of a registrar, sha ll be sworn in like manner. 

r, ------- -------------, do solemnly swear (~r _affirm) that : Will 
faithfu lly perform the duties of registrar of precmct ----~, that 
I will corr ectly record tb e ausff ers given me by persons registered; 
that I will indicate on every registration card auswers that I know 
to be untrue; and th at I will truthfu lly answer and record matt ers 
charg ed to my own observati on. 

224. Interpreters.-R eo·istr ars may accept the gratuito us assi st
ance of such interpret ers as ~re necessary. The chief regi strar shon lcl 
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for esee and provide for the pr esence of interpre ters if they · are likely 
to be needed . 

225 . Recalcitrants.-If a registrant r efuses to cooperate or is 
inclin ed to evade, refu se to ans,ver, or to answer fals ely, his attention 
should be called to the penal provision of the law which imposes im
prisonment for evasion or falsification. If he is sti ll refractory, wit
nesses shou ld be called and, after the penalty of the law has been 
explain ed aga in to him in the presence and hearing of witne sses, a full 
opportuni ty should be given him to reconsider his actions and answer 
th e quest ions. If he is still r efractory, his name and the nam es of the 
witnesses should be noted and the case reported to the prop er law
enforcing authorities at once. The registration shou ld not be ob
stru cted or delayed. P ersons attempt ing to obstru ct or delay it 
should be dealt with prom pt ly and firmly. 

226. Registration places to be kept open.- a. All r egist r at ion 
places shall be kept open during the homs specified in th e Pr esident' s 
proclamat ion, and durin g those hours there must be at least one r egis
trar always on duty. If there be but one regis trar on the board , he 
must arrange to have his meals at his regi stration plac e. 

b. All persons waiting to register at th e closing hour specified in the 
proclamation shall be registered . 

227. Report of registration board.-Wh en the registr ati on is 
completed, the regi stars must count and account for all cards. A writ
ten report of the number of completed registrat ions shall be pr epared 
and signed by all regist rar s pres ent, in the form shown below. 

Th e undersign ed hereby cer tify that. they and thei r assistants were 
duly swor n to perform the duti es of r egist rar s, and th a t the numb er 
of perso ns registe red for the ________ precinct, __________ wa rd , cit y 
( or ot her subdivision) of --- - - - -- - - ----- - , county of -------------- -, 
St ate of ---------------- , was ________________ , 

Signa ,tu,-es .ddd r esses 

Pla ce _______________________ _ 

Date _______________________ _ 

228. Tyin g cards in packages.- a. Completed 1'egistmtion 
cmrds.-The completed registrati on cards shall be tied in a neat pa ck
age, mark ed on the wrapper : 

(Number of) 
---------------------------------- Registration cards. 
Pr ecin ct_ _________________________ , Ward _____________________ _ 
County ____________________________ (or oth er subdi vision) 

State of -- ----- ------------------ --- --- -- ---------- -- ------- -- --

b. Unused ?'eqi,stration cards and certificates.-All ·unu sed cards and 
certificat es shai l be tied into another package . 
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o. Spoiled registmtion oarcls ar,ul, certifioates .-All regist rnt ion car ls 
and certificates which have been spoiled and not compl eted, and are 
unfit for further use, sha ll be fa stened into a third package. 

229. Disposition of registrars' report and cards.- .At the 
earliest possible moment after closing the registration, the chief regis
trar sha ll deliver: 

( 1) the report of his registration board, 
(2) the marked package of comp leted registration cards, 
(3) the package of unu sed cards and certili cates, and 
( 4) the package of spoil ed cards and certificate s 

to the county clerk, who sh all r eceipt and account for them. (See 
par s. 215h, 216c, and 2-19.) 

SECTION XIII 

MAKING Our REGISTRATION CARDS AN D CERTIFIOA'flE S 

Pnrngrnph 
Need for careful work __________________________________________________ 230 
How to int erview the r egistra nt_ ________________________________________ 231 
Serial number; ord er numb er ____________________________________________ 23~ 
Registrant's name on card ______________________________________________ 233 
Registrar's r eport on card _______________________________________________ 234 
Regist rant's signature ___________________________________________________ 235 

Warning to r eport change of addr ess ------------------------------------- 236 
Notation of fa lse stat ement s on ca rd _____________________________________ 237 
R egi st rar's s ignatur e on card ____________________________________________ 238 

Registration certificat e _______________ -- --- -------------------------- -_ __ 239 

230. Need for careful work.-The r egistrnti on car d is a very 
import ant r ecord. All entri es must be made in ink, and all ent ri es 
must be clear and readable. Two kinds of questions are asked : (1) 
those on the front of the card , answers to whi ch are given by the 
re gistra nt , and (2) those on the back, which the regi strar hims elf 
answers . The registrar personally sha ll write down all the answers 
to both kinds of questions. 

231. How to intervi ew the registrant.-The questions sha ll be 
asked in the order numbered on the card, and each answer shall be 
entered in the proper space. If the registrant's first answer is not 
clear , the ques tion shall be expla ined carefu lly and ask ed again . The 
registra r shall be patient and take pl enty of time. The registrar sh all 
enter into no argument or discussions with the regi stra nt. P1'oceecl
ings shall not be 1"U8hed. Tlie regwtmtion of each man shoiilcl ave,i'
age about twenty minutes . 

232. Serial number ; oTder number.-The spaces for ser ial 
number and ord er number shall be left blrrnk. 
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233. Registrant's name on card.-The registrant shall spell 
out hi s full name (including full middle name ). Th e registr ar shall 
print the name on a scrap of paper and have the regi st rant verif y it . 
The registrar sha ll then print the name and address carefu ll y on the 
registration carcl. Any mistake in the name or address may pr e
vent delivery to the registrant of imp ortan t notices and cause him 
mu ch troubl e late r. If the registrant has no given name but only 
ini t ials, or has only an initial for a middle name, his name should be 
ente red thu s : 

J . B. (ini tials only) Thomp son. 
J ohn B. (ini tial only) Th omps on. 

234. Registrar's report on card. - After the registrant has 
answered all questions on the front of the card , and befo1'e th e 1'egi.s
trant signs the ca1Yl, it shall be turned over and the registrar's report 
on the back sha ll be completed. The race, color of eyes, color of hair, 
and comp lexion shall be indicated by a check mark y . The height, 
in feet and inches, and the weight may be app roximate. 

235 . Registrant's signature.-1 Vl1en the "descr ip tion of re gis 
trant" is completed, the registrant sha ll ver if y the correctness of the 
entr ies. H e shall sign hi s nam e in the proper place on the front sid e, 
exac tly as he usua lly signs. If he ca m1ot sign his name, he must 
m:1 ke hi s mark; and th e regi strar shall make prop er !_10tation on the 
same lin e. 

236. Warning to report change of address.-At this point, 
the r egistra r shall inst ru ct th e registrant that he must keep in touch 
,vit h hi s local board, and especia lly that he must report imm edia .tely 
to the local board any change in the add ress he has given. 

237. Notation ot false st atements on card.- After the r egis
trant has signed the card, the registra r shall complete hi s own report. 
Any of the registrant's ans ,, ers whi ch are believed to be incorr ect or 
false shall be noted und er it em 20. It is the sworn duty of the regis
trar to r eport on the r egistrat ion card any state ments of the registrant 
kn own to be false . 

238. Registrar's signature on card.- A:fter comp leting all 
dut ies required und er this section, the registrar shall sign the 
registration carcl. 

239. Registration certificate.- A:fter the registration card is 
compl eted and signed the r egist rar shall pr epare the r egist ration cer
tificate and give it to the registrant. The registrar shall never fill out 
the certi ficate until after completely finishin g J:he r egist ra t ion card . 
The r egist r ant shall be warned that he should carry the registration 
certificate with him at all times, as he may be r equir ed to show it from 
time to time. Th e regist rant should then be given a copy of the leaflet 
of inst ru ctions for registrants (Form 5). 
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SECTION XIV 

SPECI AL CASES OF REGISTRATION 
Para gr a ph 

Late registration; by loca l boards _________________________ -- -- -- ---- - -- 240 

Persons at sea and abroad ----- - - - - ---- - - - - - --- -- ---- --- - -- - ---------- - 241 
The i::ick ____________ ---- - - ---- - - - - - -- - - -- - - -- - - -- - -- - - -- - - -- - - -- --- - - - 242 
Sick in hospital s- --- - - -- -- - - --- - --- ---- - - - -- -- - ----------------------- 243 
Absentees_________________ ____________________________________________ 244 
Training camp s, schoo ls, colleges , etc___________________________________ 24a 

In sane asy lum s, j ails, penit entia ri es, r eform a tori es ------- - -- - -- - - - - -- --- 246 
Army, Na,y, Marine Corps stations ; fore st re serve s____________________ _ 247 
Nationa l pa rk s ______________ --------- - ------- ------ --- - --- -- - -- - ---- -- 248 
Indian r eser,ation s--------- .- ----- -- - - -- - -- -- - - -- - -- -- - --- --- _ ____ __ __ 249 
Civilian Conser vation Corps _____________ ______________ --- - -- - --- - - -- - - 250 
R egi stration in Ala ska, Haw a ii, and Puerto Ri co________________________ 251 

240. Late registration; by local boards.-Any man who for 
any reason fails to regist er on the day fixed by the Pr esident may 
present him self before any local board. Th e local board shall r egi ster 
him and, i:£ he has a valid reason for having failed to register, shall 
issue him a registration certificate. Th e subseqm:nt procedure in such 
a case, in cludin g procedure i:£ the man lacks a valid reason :£or his 
tardy appearance, is given in Volum e Th ree , "Classification and 
Select ion". 

241. Persons at sea and abroad.-E very man subj ect to r egis -
t ration who is not within the.continenta l Unit ed States on the regi s
tration date fixed by Presidential proc~amation sha ll within five chys 
a:£ter his return to the continenta l Umted Sta tes present him self for 
and submit to registration at a local board. 

242. The sick.- a. AJ.1y person who on Registration Day is pre
vent ed by illn ess from presenting him sel:£ before the registration board, 
but who is not in a hospita l, shall have a competen t person app ly to the 
chi e:£ registrar for authority to act as registrar in the case. I:£ the 
chie:£ regi.strar considers the request ju stified , he shall swear the app li
cant as registrar in the case, explain the card carefo lly to him , and 
deput ize him to make out the card and the registrar's report. Th e 
man deputized should return the completed card to the chie:£ r egistrar 
the same day, obtain the registration certificate, and g ive i t to th e 
registrant. H the deputy cannot return the registrat ion card the 
same day, he shall mail it or deliver it dire ctly to the local boar d on 
that day, and the board shall deliver a registration certificate to the 
registrant. 

b. Any man who is quarantined or who is too sick to be registered 
on Registration Day shall present him sel:£ before a local board, or 
notify the board, as soon as he can be registered. A physician's cer 
tificate or other competent evidence shall be necessary to prove valid 
cause for failing to register on the proper day. (See par. 240.) 
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243. Sick in hospitals.-Th e count y clerk sha ll appoint spec ial 
regi st rars to register the sick in hospitals. The registra rs so appointed 
shall perfor m the same duti es as the r egular registration boards, and 
shall dispo se of their registration car ds as dir ected by the count y clerk , 
obtai nin g receipts for all such cards so dispo sed of . ( See par. 242b.) 

244. Absentees.- Any man subj ect to r egist r at ion who is absen t 
from hi s home pr ecinct on Registration Day shall be permitt ed, for 
his own convenience, to register at any place of registration, and he 
shall there be given a regis tr at ion certifi cate . Car ds of such regis
trant s shall be t ied into th e same package with other registrat ion card s 
(par. 228a) for delivery to the county clerk, and deliver ed with th em 
to the chairma n of the local board having juri sdictio n over the regis 
Lration: pr ecinct (par. 215j). The local board shall then di spose of 
any absentee cards it receives, as provided in Volume Thr ee, "C lassifi
cat ion and Select ion". 

245. Training camps, schools, colleges, etc. - Men distant 
from their homes attending training camps, schools, colleges, etc ., are 
absent ees und er the provi sions of paragraph 244. As a convenience, 
the coun ty clerk may appoint, at each such institution where i t is 
desirable, a special registra tion board for absentees. Any such board 
shall r egister only men who cann ot conveni ently appear at th eir hom e 
preci ncts . Th e colmty clerk sha ll mail th e cards of such absentees to 
the Governor s of th e regi strants' home St ates, including with each ship
ment a receipt for the cards, which receipt shall be executed and 
r eturn ed to him. H e may arrange for the education al institution to 
handl e th e act ual mailing, provided all card s are caref ully accounted 
for to him. 

246. Insane asylums, jails, penitenti ar ies, reformatories.
Any inmat e of an asylum, jail , penit enti ary, reformatory, or simila r 
in st itution, who is subj ect to registr ation, shall be regi stered on the day 
of his discha1·ge. Th e sup erintend ent or warden shall comp lete the 
regist ration card, issue the registration certi ficate, explain to the regis
tran t hi s obli ga tions under the selective service law, and mai l the 
registration card to the Govern or of the r egiatrant's hom e Stat e with 
a receipt to be executed and return ed to him. 

247. Army, Navy, Marine Corps stations; forest reserves.
Any man subject to registrat ion who lives on an Army , Navy, or Marin e 
Corps reserv at ion or on a fore st reserve shall regist er at the near est 
convenient place of registration. 

248. National parks.- a. The Dire ctor of the Nationa l Park 
Servi ce shall have functions corresponding generally to those of a 
Governor (see Sec. X) for regist r at ion in the follo wing national park s : 



Acadia. 
Br yce Canyon. 
Carl sbad Caverns. 
Cra ter Lake . 
Glacier . 
Grand Canyon. 
Grand Teton. 
La ssen Volcanic . 
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Mesa Verd e. 
Moun t Ra inier . 
Olympic . 
Pl at t. 
Rocky Mountain. 
Sequoia. 
Shenandoah. 
Wind Cave. 

Yellowsto ne. 
Yosemite . 
Zion. 
Grea t Smok y Mount nin s. 
Mamm oth Cave . 
Bould er Dam Recrea -

tional Area. 

.All residents of, and all visitors pr esent in , th e nation al parks nam ed 
above shall be regis tered und er the direction of th e D ir ector of th e 
National P ark Servi ce, as arranged between him and the Dir ector of 
Selective Serv ice. The super visor or supei.·intendent of each park 
shall perform the dutie s pr escribed in the se regulations for a cotmt y 
clerk. (See par. 209b and sec. XI.) 

b. The completed r egistration cards shall be di sposed of by th e 
supervisor or superin tendent of each park. The cards of 1'esidents of 
the park shall be delivered to th e local board having juri sdiction , and 
r eceipt s obtained . Th e card s of v-isita,rs to the park shall be mailed 
to the Governor s of the regi sLrants' home St ates for delivery to the 
proper local board s. Wi th each shipment of cards th e sup ervisor shall 
enclose a receipt to be executed and return ed to him. 

c. R esidents of, and visitor s in, nat ional park s not li sted above 
shall be r egistered at th e most convenient registrati on pl ace out side 
the park. 

24 9. In di an reservati ons.- a. All residents subject to registr a
tion on Indian reservations shall be registered under dir ection of th e 
Commis sioner of I ndi an Affairs, as arran ged betw een him and th e 
Dir ector of Selective Servi ce. The Commissioner shall have fw1ct ions 
corr espondi ng genera lly to tho se of a Governor . (S ee sec. X .) Th e 
superintend ent of a reserv ation shall perform th e du ties pr escrib ed 
herein for a count y clerk. On any reser vation wh er e condi tions 
warrant, the Commissioner may dir ect that registr at ion begin befor e 
Registration Day, in ord er to complete th e ta sk by th at dat e. (S ee 
par . 209b and sec. XL) 

b. The superint endent of each reservation shall deliver th e registra
tion cards to th e local board having juri sdiction. H e shall obt ain 
receip ts for all card s. 

c. The Indian s in the St ates of K ansas, Louisiana, Michigan, Mis
sissip pi, Nebr aska, New York, Okl ahoma, and Texa s ; and tho se und er 
th e H oopa Valley, Mission, and Sacramento Ag encies in Californi a, 
th e North ern Id aho Agency in Idaho, the Consolid ated Chippewa 
Agency and Pipestone School in Minnesota, th e Turtl e Mountain and 
Standing Rock Agencie s in North Dakota, the Si sseton Agency in 
South Dakot a, and the Tulalip and Yakim a Agen cies in vVashin gton, 
shall be r egister ed on Registra t ion Day at the duly designated p lace 
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of r egist ration within the precinct, district, or registrntion area in 
whi ch they have their permanent home or in which they may happen 
to be. 

250. Civilian Conservation Corps.- a . The Dire ctor, Civilian 
Conservation Corps, shall have functions corresponding generally to 
those of a Governor . (S ee sec. X.) Members of the Civilian Conser 
rntion Corps subject to regist ration shall be registered under his direc 
tion, as ananged between him and th e Dir ector of Selective Service. 
Ea ch Civilian Conservation Corps district commander shall perform 
the dutie s prescribed herein for a county clerk. The company com
mander in each company shall perform the duties of chief regi st rar, 
and is authorized to deput ize and swear other competent members of 
th e company as regi st rar s, if necessary. (See par . 209b, and sec. XI.) 

b. DO\Yn the left -hand margin of the front of the card, the com
mander shall print C. C. C. in lette rs about one-quarter-inch wide. 

c. Each company commander shall send the regist ration cards to his 
district commander, who sha ll mail the completed cards to the Gover
nors of th e registrants' home States for delivery to the proper loc al 
Loards. ·vvith each tran sfer or shipm ent of completed cards a receipt 
sha11 be sent for execution and return. 

251. Registration in Alaska, Hawaii, and Puerto Rico.
Registration in Ala ska, H awai i , and Pu erto Rico shall take place at such 
tim es and places as directed by procl amation of the Pr esident . 

U, S, GOVERNMENT PRI.NTING OFFICE: 1940 






