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Form 10·300 
(July 1969) 

UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR 
NATIONAL PARK SERVICE 

NATIONAL REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES 
INVENTORY -NOMINATION FORM 

(Type all entries - complete applicable sections) 

(Cheek One) 

IJt Building 0 District 

0 Site 0 Structure 

0 Object 

Public Acquisition: 

0 In Process 

0 Being Considered 

Park 

Private Residence 

Religious 

Congressional District; 5th Ronald Sarasin 

STATEt 

In progress 

0 Tron1portotlon 

0 Other (Speclly) 

Yes: 
0 Restricted 

0 Unrestricted 

~No 

0 Comments 
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CONDITION 
0 Excellent IJC Goacl 0 Fair 

(Check One) 

0 Deterioratecl 0 Ruins 0 Unexpoaed 

(Check One) (Check 

0 Moved lXI Altered 0 Unaltered 

CESCAIBE THE PRESENT ANC ORIGINAL (il know..V PHYSICAL APPEARANCE 

\ Something of an a.rohi tectural curiosity, this octaJZonal house is perhaps 
the best example of the dozen or so of the style extant in the state. 
This one is composed o£ three .floors~ surrounded by a grace.ful iron 
veranda~ extending the full three stories. Supports are finished with 
scrolled brackets. 

The nearly flat roof has wide overhanping eaves. Atop the roof at the 
center is a cupola, also octagonal, with the sa-ne wide eaves. The two 
chimneys are incorporated into the outside walls. 

The walls are of concrete, twelve inches thick, covered with stucco, 
painted 'White. At the center of the building is an enclosed spiral · 
staircase. Windows are large, opening onto the veranda on aU sides. 
All triDl is very plain; at entrys and m .ndows there is sinP-le board 
framing. 

' The house is very p,rand and its location back from the road in a 
residential area is fortunate £or it can be more easily seen. 
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AREAS OF SIGNIFICANCE (Check Otle or More as ApPrfJprlale) 

Abor lginol 0 Education 

0 Prehistoric O Engineering 

0 Hletorle · 

0 AgrlcultuN 

liCJ Arehltecture 

0 Art 

0 Commerce 

0 Communications 

0 Conservation 

TATEMENT OF s i GNIFICANCE 

0 Industry 

0 Invention 

0 Landscape 

Architecture 

0 Literature 

0 Military 

0 Music: 

0 18th Century 

[Jt 19th Century 

0 Political 

lJ Roliglon/Phl. 

losophy 

0 Science 

0 Sculpture 

0 Socia 1/Human-

it arion 

0 Theater 

0 Transportation 

0 20th Century 

0 Urbon Planning 

[1 Other (Specify) 

This excellent example of the octagonal style house was built in 1852 
by Daniel Starr as his own ho;ne. Orson Squire Fowler, a phrenologist 
and prolific writer on health and ha:ppiness, desir._:ned the style. Its 
prime advantage, he said, was that iYenclosed one fifth more floor 
area than a square with the same total length of' \'lall. "Scarcely less 
i.IIlportant, 11 states FoW'l.er, is its beauty, th:l.s due to it approaching 
the sphere, 11 the predaninant or goveming f'onn in Nature." The perfect 
material, ~owler felt, was a miXture of lime, stone, and sand - concrete. 
One suspects that he would be pleased wi.t."l the Danbtu:y exanple. 

The house is well-cared for and appreciated by the olmero. However, it 
is in an area slated for a second phase afaredevelopnent pror.;ram, and 
the 01Vllers are concerned for its future. They feel that listing on the 
National Register would at least prevent ~olition for redevelopment 
and give the house the possibility for a positive future. 

· .. \ . - ·. · \ 

ffl.i ? L I97J 
-..... . 

.. 



,, 
-.~·-

Correspondence wtth son of owner. 
The News-Times, articles £rom September 7, 1968 and 
\'lhiffen, Marcus. American Architecture Since 1780. 

Januar,v 21, 1973. 
l.UT Press, Cambridge, 

Mass. 1969. ---- -

STATE: 

STATE: 

STATE: 

As the designated State Liaison Officer £or the Na­

tional Historic Preservation Act of 1966 (Public Law 

89-665), l hereby nominate this property for inclusion 

in the National Register and certify that it has been 

evaluated according to the criteria und proccdu res set 

forth by the National Park Service. The recommended 

level of algni£icance of this nomination is: 

National ~State .p . - ~~a_l ~ 

.~;;;l)!{l:t . 
..... -·-- -~ -----·? 

Title state Liaison Officer 

Date li'ebruary lb, 1973 

f:£11 21 

1 hereby certify that this property ia included in the 

National Register. 

Date -~t---:-6--f----"/t~3 __ _ 
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STRADA, FUSARO, SCHERBAN S VENTRE 
COUNSELLORS AT LAW 

WILLIAM E . STRADA, .JR 

.JOHN C . FUSARO 

.JACK S. SCHER BAN 

THOMAS R . VENTRE 

GERALD .J . PORRICELLI 0 

OF" COUNSEL 

•ALSO ADMITn;:c IN NEW YORK 

Herbert Janick, Ph.D. 
History Department 

October 15, 1981 

Western Connecticut State College 
Danbury, Connecticut 06810 

Re : Octagon House 
21 Spring Street 
Danbury, Connecticut 

Dear Dr. Janick: 

SUITE ID 

?SO SUMMER STREET 

P. 0. BOX 299 

STAMFORD, CONNECTICUT 06904 

(203) 32?-0420 

As you may recall, I had been appointed by the Court to 
sell at public auction the above-referenced house in March, 
1980. Although the auction was delayed, it has nmv beenre­
scheduled for January 23, 1982. 

Since you had previously expressed some interest in the 
property, I am just writing to let you know the status. 

Formal notice of the auction will be published in the 
Danbury News-Times and Newtown Bee in early January, 1982. 
If you-have any questions, or if I can be of any assistance, 
please feel free to call me. 

aklli!J~ 
Thomas R. Ventre 

TRV:dp 
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I l t 81 UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR 

NATIONAL PARK SERVICE 

Form Approved 
OMB No. 42-A1765 

Washington D.C. 20240 

HISTORIC PRESERVATION CERTIFICATION 
APPLICATION - PART 2 

lnatructlon•: Appl1cant should read the mstructmns cRrofully bafore complellllU RppllcRtlon No Certdicllion may be made unltu.•" cornpletBd appl,catton form h8J boon reco1vfld U!t8 type· 
wnter or pnnt cl,tJrly m dark ink to complete the applicatiOn form ff add1l1onal spsce '·• nBeded to complete Part 2. 1ft1ch addltiOntJI bf,.nk ""'"'" Pttrt 2ol th1s appltcltlon m1y be completed and 
senr to the appropnal8 State HtsiOfiC Proservat1on Oil tear at any 11me durrng the yo111 

Part 2 DESCRIPTION OF REHABILITATION 

1. NAMEOFPROPERTY: __ ~Q~c~t~a~~~O~Ou_~H~oL~~L-------------~--------------------------------------------
Address of property: Street __ _.2J__~_Qr i ng S_ tl:ili~:._ _________ ____________________________ _ 

c11y ____ Qa. n_'b_ury ___ ____ _ _ _________ eountv ___...F____.a..._._j _._r_f..____..i____.e.___.._l_..d _______ State Conn . Zip Code 06BJ 0 

If loco1ted In NaiiOilJI Register hl~tonc dlslnct. lor. a I or State dOSI<jnaled dls!nct. specify : I nrt i v..idual.l.)l ___ l_is_te.i an Na t i .mal 
Hegister 

2. DATA ON EXISTING STRUCTURE: 

Dale of construCtiOn __ g_! __ _l e 5J - - Ex1s11ng floor area: 1 J 1 /~ _ sq feel 

Original use Reside ng_e__ _ ---------

Type of conslruciiOn __ l~t.hi.c_k__c_ancr ate____beil r j n,o; wa 1 I s. 0 c tag ana] shape 

3. DATA ON REHABILITATION PROJECT: 

Protect startmg date (est) .ffiE:t-.- _l9Btl>ro,ect completion dale (est ): __,i..:JVlu:a...,y¥--fo~_.l ....,9;u..o8,J.~---__________ _ ______ _ 

Esttmated cost of rehabtlitalion ·~ _ _5_. 0 0 Q_ ___ Proposed use: ·---'A~p.t.:.a::!:..!.r_t~rnue;;., nLLlt'--'S"'---------------------

NumberofhoustnguMslobecreated(lfappllcabtel _Rei}(!Qili tate and upgrade ex i_sting units 

Has the property rece1ved Federal or Slate hnanc1al assistance? [] yes:Kl no 

If yes. spec1fy source: 

Are architectural plans and specifications available for rev1ew? 11 yes~ no 

Architec t's or developer's name and address 

fnlnpllontl NumbtH - ---- -·--
4 DETAILED DESCRIPTION OF REHABILITATION/PRESERVATION WORK --mciudos ~11e work. new conslrucl10n o11tor~t1ons etc Complete blocks below 

1 
Arr;htlec:lural lt!ature Roof NUMIIER 

Approx1ma1e date of fealurt! C • 1 f3 5 J __ _______ - ----------
0escr~beemt1ngteature Octagonal low pitch hip 
roof, roll aspaalt covering. Sagging 
due to damage to rafters, chiefly causec 
by blockage of gutters• Wooden gutters 
ran under eaves with sownspouts at cor­
ners. Blocked for long period, badly 
rotted and unrestoreable. 

Ph.oto no ____2_ Orawtng no __ . 

DeSCribe worl< and tmpacl un e<~SIIflg lt!,llures R enlace J ()j~ 
of roof rafters. matching existfr ng,. 
Replace damaged asphalt with double 
rolled overlaoping roll asphalt 
Roof to match existing appe~rance. 
Renlace rotted woode1 gutt~rs w: th 
white se~mless aluminum gutters. 
Impact on overall aonearance 
minimal. 



Archotectural feature C>L'.s::eui~o..l.I....Li.Ln1$g;.si:1._ _______ _ 

Appro•omate date ol feature _ _Q_. _ _lB_SJ_. 19 0 0 
2 

Oescrobe e•osling lealure: plaster ceil i_ ngs' ls t and 
2nd floors, patched with sheetrock. 
Sheet rock ceilin~ in basement, wh~ch 
was converted to apartment c. l?OO. 
Condition: lst qnd.2nct floor-fair, 
Photo no.~ Drawong no-- Base.-bR.d ly water 

damag 

3 
Appro•omate date ol leatura_..!ooCL..L.• --'-'l'-'8.L..J.5_.3L-.------

Architectural leature~P'-o~r~c"-'hL.U<eco;SL-_______ _ 

Oescrobe e•ostong reature: Two-s tory wooden verandah, 
4' wide, surround in~'. build inp;. Openwork 
coluMns, ornamental scrollwork. Simple 
wooden railings, possibly added later. 
Columns and floors in e;oo.i cond., sorfle 

Oescrobe work and ompecl on e•ostong lemures Patch cracks in 

ceilin~s, lst and 2nd floor where nHeded 

with plaster to match existing. Install 
new 1/2" sheetrock ceiline in basement 
apartment. 

Oeacrobe wo·rk and ompact on e•osling reatures Replace rai 1 i ngs 
to match existing using treated wood for 
lon~er life. Replace broken ornamental 
oieces of porch·columns w~ere missing, 
to match existing. Replace floor boRrds 
to match existing, where necessary. 

8 , 9 , 1 0 or na m • pieces m i. s s i n J • 
Photo no __ ctr"awong no ---- R • l • b rll t t d , a 1 1 ngs a y ro ,e • 

4 
Appro•omate date of reature __ ..::.C_:•:___..::.l_R_S~J _____ _ 

Archoleclural feature 0 u_'t"1._Lrl_e ___ -'.s_t_a irs 

Descrobee•islingleature Stairs on north, SOilth 
and west sirtes deteriorated. 

8 9 Photo no _,_ Orawong no __ 

5 
Floors interior Arch >leclur al leature .........;:......=:....::..=-=...=...•!'..-..=..:..:..c:....:...::___:____c __ _ 

Appro., male date of feature __ Q _••._ ......;.::1:....!...:0::.0::: _______ _ 

Descrobe e•oslon!l feature Linoleum floor coverings 
in lst and 2nd floor kitchenr: in·,poor 
condition due to water dama,,~e. Plywood 
subfloor in kitchen an~ bathroom in bas e ­
ment apartment tn poor concttion, also 

Ph oro no ... -· . Dr aw>ng no ·- .. due to w.q ter d:l.maf~f~. 

Continuation sheets allached: r_ktes []no 

Name and mao long addreal ol owner: 

Descrobe work and ompacl on e•ostong lealur~s rle place all 
stairs wher8 necessary to match 
existing. 

Descrobe work and ompact on e••stono reature' Replace linoleum 
in l~t and 2nd floor kitchens. Install 
new subfloor of 1/2" plywood in kitchen 
and bathroom of basement apartment, and 
install m~w linole11!p. 

Name> __ ~N~i~c~k~~A~b~r~a~h~a~m~-----------------------------------------------------------­
StrMI __ ...!:2~1~Ct...rLEe.f:!s.J:t~d~a~l!::..!e'"'-. _R~o.s!a.!...!n'----------------~---------------'--

City Danbury Stat• Conn. Zip 068J Q 

Telephone Number (during dayl: (203) 743-0354 
I hereby apply lor certification of rehebilitetlon work described. above lor purpo'" of the Federeltulncentlvet.l hereby elletlthet the Information I hiVe provided is, lo the besrol my knowledge, correct, end that I em owner of the property described above. 
Social Security Number or Taxpeyer ldentlllcalion Number ----------------------:........---------- ---- -

Owner's Signature'----------------------------------- -- Oat."'---- ----



CONTINUATION SHEET 
Hlelofto PrHtrontlon CertHIDatlon 

Appllcellon - Pert 2 

Oc taP". on H ; use 
N~oiPro~rty: ~~~~~~~~~~----~~---------------------------------------------------

Addre11oiPro~rty: 21 ~ pring Street, OanbJJr;y, Conn. 

NameoiOwner: Nj ck Abraham 

ArChitectural feature Bathrooms 
8 

ApproKimate date or leature --~C"-L' --..!11...:.8'-9~0~-----

OescrtlleeKtstlngleature Bathrooms, added, c. lR90-
l900, sho~ers added later. In fair 
condti.on. 

Photo no __ Oraw1ng no __ _ 

Arch1lecturat reature ..;P~l~u!.!.!m:!..!b~l~· ~n~g.__ _______ _ 
7 

Approx1mate date ol teature __ ...loc.._,.__...,l ..... 9:.~o2o.l0"------

oescr~llee•I'Mgteeture Copoer pipes inside house, 
foor condition-leaks. 

Photo no __ Orawmg no __ 

NUMBI!" 
Architectural feature E 1 e c t r L c a l 

8 
Approx1ma1e ·dale of teature _....:.C::.....:..• --=1:.....?~0::...0.::._ ______ _ 

Oescrtlle work and lmplct on IKIIhng lellluret I n s t:1 i l n f' w 
shower stall in 1st floor bathroom. 
Wallpaper bathrooms, 1st anrt 2nd 
floors, Install new b~throom doors, 
utiliaing old doors found stored ~ n 
basement. 

OeiCrtlle work and Impact on 8KIStlnQ lelllures He place 1 e:; /\- 1 

ing pipes. with copper tt-~bln!r, ins:t · ·· 
house, outlet drain with PVC pin···. 
Cover hangin~ pines in b~sement 
with sheetrock. 

Describe work and Impact on 8KiStlng featurfs l~ e r lRC e all 
switches. Hepl~ce all plu~s with 
J-prong plug with :~r <Hmd. an req. 

Oescr~bee•lstmgteature Li.r;ht switches Hart Otltlets by code, [YtSt.::lll two new outlets 
in poor condition, prenr~nt 011tlr>ts per room, lst and ~nd. floor, no­
illegal. Only two out lets i."l w·tch room. c los in~~ wi.rinrr; wi. th mo.l •ling. In-
walls of housP. arP. l' thick cnncrete, stallinp; new :)utlets with wirin1~ 
wi.th thin lat;h on i.ntP.rior, pl::1stered. wlthi.n walls woulrt have rP.1ltlireti 
ovi2 to fprm interlor walt~. Orig, •Niri. ~ the owner to ?ut into ~riginuL 

'l), 4 s n<1 ked throu~h from s e'lnoards and d1stnrb or1g. pl;_n:··-::.r PhOilno . or.aw1ng no __ , i t • 11 
2,l):V.._ b:=Jfl(~ment.TeleohonP. w1res n er1or wa s, Re move ex n =~ · 

9 
Architectural feature Hea '.i nt; sys tern 

Approx1mate date ot feature C • 192 0 • 19 J 0 

eescr~beemlingfeature Heating units in b~sement.,. 
with steam radiators in rooms. 1st floo 
oil-fired boiler; 2nd floor-modern gas 
furnace. Bas~ment unit-gas stove with 
heat. System in fair condition. 

13,14,1S 
Photo no __ Oraw1ng no. __ 

.See nh o :,o 
1/l J)) 

Upgrade boilers and burner Rnd 
piping to meet code reqs, Dr~in 
he~ting system. Kenlace dRm.::lg~d 
parts to put in working order. t-£E­

place sections of 9" aluminum s,m:·Y.:' 
pipe going to chimney. Install '1'W"·. 

comb. auto feed and relief valv•t' () 
oil burner, ptlt in 2 new s~uto.rt>s­
and replace galv, line with conr~r. 
Fill boiler, purge all radi~to~ 



10 
Ar c h o!ec lu ral lealure I "1 t e r· j OJ:. wa I I s __ _&_ _ _lri.IJI 

A pp ro<~ male d ale o f feal ur~ ... _J..J ~H~..:5HJ'--------

Desc rtDeex iS!Inq lealure Inter-ior rooms with ' plas ter­
walls, ornamental cor-nice moliin~s, 
rt1edallions of pl8ster, wooden baseboard 
wi '1dow and doorway sllr ro .md s-•tii th 
shouldered architrave-1st flr., simpler 

D· · ~crrtle work olrHl rmp ,ICI n n ''"'' ""I ''' ·'' """· ke- pa i. n t L :-> t a '1rl 
2nd floor- rooms b~ige 8ndtrim white to 
match existing color scheme. Maintain 
ornam~ntal trim as shown in nhotos 
12, 1'3 and 14. 

Photo llo ______ Or ~ "''ng1 ~o __ _ 

7 ' l2 ' l '1"+' 
on 2nd. No trim in 
basement.Paint peelin 

Appro•1ma1e date of fealur e ___:C~'L...-.;!!1~8L.,.j5c_1'---------

NUMBER 
Archrlecluralleature Central spiral stairca 

11 

DP.SCrtbe exrslrnq feature Spiral wooden s t'l i rcase 
winding from lst floor, risin~ to 
cupola. Condition fair, m'lny digs and 
chips in railin~. 

NUMBER 

12 
Arr.h olec tural le,Jiure ii:x t~F-i-GT-WEi.-l-lS--- ---- ---­

Appro <ornate dale of featu re _....:CI<...JoL...--_.!,1._.,8"-'5'-J'--------

Oesc:rtbeexrslrng feature 1' thick concrete WH l Ls' 
fair condition-cr1cks in outer layer 
of finer grained stucco-like concrete. 

PhoiO no Jl_ Drawmq no __ .. 

NUMBER 

13 
A rr. '"l ec lural fe at ure ____________ ____ _ 

Ap~'o"m.11e dale ol feature_ 

NUMBER 

14 
Archdectural lc.lluro _____ ---·------- - -·--- --- ___ _ 

Approxrmate dale of le,olurc -----

De11crrtle exrslrng feature 

Photo no _____ Drawrng no __ 

Sand down to 
re~ove digs and re-paint, matchin~ 
original color. 

Oe~crt!Jewotk . llldornp;tcl uno! KIS! III o]l"''""" Cracks to be cut 
out ~nd patched with mortar to match 
existing comnostion after qnalysis. 
He-paint wa.L Ls w•1i te to rnatch exi3ting 
color. 

Oescr~be work and 1mpact on ·~• , st , nq fe..1tu1 C'!i 



8. Significance 

Pet1od 
_ prehlatorlc 
_14Q0-1491 
_15Q0-1599 
_x_ 1600-1699 
-X- 1700-1799 
-X- 1800-1899 
~1900-

Areae of Slgnlftcanc~ end Juatlfr llelew 
- archeology-prehlatortc _ communtty plalutfns _ landKape architecture ...L retlglon 
_ archeoiQ9Y·hlatorlc _ con..,._atlon _ law _science 
___x. agriculture _ economlca _ literature -v- aculptunt 
- architecture _x_ education _ military _A_ soclaV 
- art _ engineerlnt L music humanitarian 
__x_ commerce _ exploratton/Mttlement _ phlloaophy _ theater 
-:L communication• _ Industry L poUtlc8igovemment _ tran8p0rtatlon 

Criteria A, B, C, 
_ Invention ...L other (apectty) 

s-ciflc datea See Inventory 
• P- Item 7 

local hj s t o qr 
Builct.r,.Archltect See Inventory - Item 7 

Statement of Significance (In one paragraph) 
The Main Street Historic District is significant historically as the 
focus of Danbury's public and commercial life since its founding in 1684, 
and as the institutional and commercial center for the surrounding region 
of northern Fairfield County (Criterion A). Throughout its history, its 

ev elopment ha s been a~soci a ed with l ocal businessmen and civic leaders 
signifi ca nt to t he i s t ory of Danbury, and has also been associated with 
fi gures of s t ate and nationa l pr omi nence, including newspaper publisher 
J am s Montgomery Ba i ley, t he '' Danbury News Man," widely known riuring the 
l ate ni neteenth c entury a s a humo r i st; and composer Charles E. Ives 
(Criterion B). The Main Street Historic District is significant archi­
tecturally for its in~ividual builrtings which are well-preserved examples 
of their periods, often the work of leading Connecticut and New York 
architects, as well as for its unified streetscapes in which buildings 
of different eras and styles blend ~armoniously. Of particular note is 
the concentration of commercial ~rchitecture built from the late eighteenth 
century to the early twentieth. 

HISTORICAL ORIGINS AND OEVELGPMENT 
Main Street Historic Jistrict c~n be characterized as wha t Carole Rifkind 
calls "The thickened spine of a New england village."l La i d out in 1684 
as "the Town Street" when the settlement was founded by e i Bht f;-.:.mi lies 
from Norwalk, Main Street has remained the focus of Danbury's public and 
commercial life. The first frontier settlement in northern Fairfield 
County, Danbury was founded as an aericultural community. The Main Street 
area was chosen as the site for the first settlement because of its central 
location. Danbury began to assume the role of regional trading center as 
new towns such as New ~Jilford, Newtown and Kidgefield were f ounded on its 
borders during the early eighteenth century. Its stra teg ic location in 
the Still Hiver valley at the intersection of the east-wes t road connecting 
the Hudson River area with the central region of Connecticut and the north­
south route from Long Island ~ound to ~itchfield County made it the 
natural focus for commerce in the region. During the American Revolution, 
the town served as an important depot on the supply line to Continental 
forces in the Middle Atlantic colonies, and as the s i te of an army hospital 
and the base of a company of ''artificers" who manufactured nails, wagons, 
shoes, harnesses and other materiel. Most of the early village was 
destroyed during a British raid in April, 1777, but industries which 
blossomed after the war laid the groundwork for a continuing growth. 

The manufacture of men's hats had pre-existed the Revolution but during 
the 1780s and 1790s Danbury became one of thz leading national centers for 
the industry, producing 20,000 hats in 1800. Shortly after that date 
several local manufacturers established retail outlets in southern port 
cities, setting up a trade that remained lucrative until the Civil War. 



• 

CITY OF DANBURY 
OntOB OJ' TU MAYOB 

DUBURY, CONNECTICUT 06810 

Dear Historic Property Owner:: 

Congratulations on having your building ·deaicnated a.e an 
historic structure aa part of Danbury's National Register 
Historic District. Membership in this district affords 
significant benefits to you, and to the City without in 

. any way limiting your freedom to use your building aa you 
see fit. I enthusiaetiaally endorse the establishment of 
the district, and urge you to read carefully the materials 

41n this kit which explain the benefits available to you. 


