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1 Name 

historic N. A - 
~ ~ . - ~ ~ .~ .- - ~- 

and.or common Main S t r e e t  H i s t o r i c  D i s t r i c t  

2. Location 

street & number See Cont inua t&on  S h e e t  
- - - - -. - -- - - 

tJ .L not for publication 

city. town Danbury N A v i c i n i t y  of 
~ ~ ~ - 

stateconnec t i c u t  code 09 county F a i r f  i e l d  code 001 

3. Classification 
Category Ownership Status Present Use 
& district public X occupied agriculture X museum 
_. building(s) - private unoccupied % commercial L park 

structure both - work in progress X educational L private residence 
site Publ ic Acquis i t ion Accessible X entertainment X L  religious 
object in process yes: restricted government - scientific 

being considered X.  yes: unrestricted -- industrial transportation 
N.A. 1L no military other: 

4. Owner of Property 

name M u l t i p l e  - -- 

street & number 
- See Cont inuat . ion  S h e e t  -- -. 

city, town Danbury NA.vicini ty of state C o n n e c t i c u t  

5. Location of Legal Description 

courthouse, registry of deeds, etc. Danburv C i t v  H a l l  

street & number 1 5 5  D e e r  H i l l  Avenue 

city, town Danbury State C o n n e c t i c u t  

6. Representation in Existing Surveys 

t i t l e s t a t e  R e g i s t e r  of H i s t o r i c  P l a c e b a s  this property been determined eligible? __ yes 2 L  no 

date 1983 federal h _ ~  state county -_ local 

depository for survey records C o n n e c t i c r u ~ i s  t o x i C a l  commission 
4 

i 
city, town 59 South P r o s p e c t  St. , H a r t f o r d  
--- - - -- - - - -- - - - - - - - - 

state C o n n e c t i c u t  
- - - - - - - - - -- . 
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Boughton S t .  - No. 6  

E l m  S t . ,  - Nos. 10-16, 18-24, 26 ,  3 0 ,  32-52 

I v e s  st .  - NOS. 1 ,  2-4, 5-7, 8-10 J /2 ,  11 

I v e s  a t  R a i l r o a d  P l a c e  

I v e s  and Delay S t .  

K e e l e r  S t .  - Nos. 7-13, 20,  28-32, 34-38, 40-46 

L i b r a r y  P l a c e  - Nos. 5-15, 17-21 

Main S t .  - Nos. 34,  36 ,  40 ,  4 2 ,  43 ,  43 r e a r ,  4 6 ,  47 ,  4 8 ,  49 ,  54,  57, 58, 
59,  6 3 ,  6 4 ,  6 5 ,  67 ,  6 8 ,  70,  71 ,  75,  80 ,  85-87, 88,  89-91, 
93-95, 9 7 ,  9 8 ,  101-103, 1 0 4 ,  105-107, 1 0 9 ,  111-113, 116,  
1 1 9 ,  120 ,  125,  129 ,  1 3 2 ,  1 3 5 ,  1 3 6 ,  137-139, 140 ,  1 4 1 ,  
143-147, 149-151, 153-157, 1 5 8 ,  161-169, 1 7 0 ,  173-175, 
177-179, 181-185, S o l d i e r s '  Monument, 190-196, 191-193, 
195-197, 198-204, 199-201, 203-205, 207, 206-210, 209- 
211, 213, 215, 220-224, 221-223, 226-228, 229 1/2-239, 
234, 238, 240-242, 241-251, 244-246, 248, 253-255, 254, 
257, 258, 259, 260, 261, 264, 265, 266-268, 270, 272, 
274, 275-277, 276, 278, 279-283, 282-286, 275-287, 288, 
289, 290-292 

P o s t  O f f i c e  P l a c e  - N o .  3  

W e s t  S t .  - N o s .  2-16, 1 7 ,  18-20, 22-24, 25, 31 

White St . -  Nos. 16-18, 20-26, 32-34, 36-40, 42 ,  44-52 

Wooster S t .  Cemetery 
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Nat iona l  Reg i s t ex  o f  H i s t o r i c  P l aces  : 

John and Mary Rider  House, 43 Main S t r e e t ,  l i s t e d  November 23, 1977. 

Determinat ion o f  E l i g i b i l i t y :  

Old Danbury J a i l ,  80 Main S t r e e t ,  December 3 ,  1980. 

Local Surveys: 
L 

Main S t r e e t  Survey,  1979-1980: Town H i l l  Survey,  1982-1983. 



7 .  Description 

Condition Check one Check one 
x- excellent deteriorated X unaltered X original site 
X good ruins & altered x moved date 19  58 ,  &ohn D0dd Shop 
X fair unexposed No. 43 Main S t r e e t  
- - - - - - - - -- - -- 

Describe the present and original (if known) physical appearance 

rhe  blain S t r e e t  ~ i s t o r i c  D i s t r i c t  comprises  132 p r o p e r t i e s  i n  t h e  c e n t e r  
of t h e  C i t y  o f  Danbury, o f  which 97 a r e  h i s t o r i c a l l y  and/or  a r c h i  t e c t u r -  
a l l y  s i g n i f i c a n t .  The b u i l d i n g s  a r e  l o c a t e d  on bo th  s i d e s  o f  Main S t r e e t  
between No. 34  Main S t r e e t  and No. 43 Main S t r e e t  on  t h e  sou th  and t h e  
i n t e r s e c t i o n  of  Main S t r e e t  w i th  White S t r e e t  and E l m  S t r e e t  on t h e  n o r t h ,  
and on n i n e  a d j a c e n t  s i d e  s treets ,  The d i s t r i c t  i s  i n c l u s i v e  o f  Danbury 's  
b u s i n e s s ,  i n s t i t u t i o n a l  and e a r l i e s t  r e s i d e n t i a l  c e n t e r  a s  i t  developed 
from i t s  founding i n  t h e  l a t e  s even t een th  c e n t u r y  t o  t h e  mid- twent ie th .  
The b u i l d i n g s  w i t h i n  t h e  d i s t r i c t  a r e  a  mix o f  commercial,  r e s i d e n t i a l ,  
e c c l e s i a s t i c a l  and i n s t i t u t i o n a l ,  r e f l e c t i n g  Main S t r e e t  ' s  m u l t i p l e  
f u n c t i o n s  a s  Danbury ' s  p r i n c i p a l  s t r e e t .  Represen ted  w i t h i n  i t  a r e  
b u i l d i n g s  from a  w i d e  r ange  o f  p e r i o d s  and s t y l e s  from t h e  l a t e  e i g h t e e n t h  
c e n t u r y  t o  t h e  e a r l y  t w e n t i e t h ,  i n c l u d i n g  Georgian ,  Greek Rev iva l ,  
Rena i s sance  Rev iva l ,  I t a l i a n a t e ,  Go th i c  Rev iva l ,  Second ampire ,  IIigh 
V i c t o r i a n  Go th i c ,  n i c h a r d s o n i a n  Komanesque, Beaux Arts Neo-Class ica l ,  
Commercial, Georgian R e v i v a l ,  Dutch C o l o n i a l  Rev iva l  and Modern i s t i c .  The 
m a j o r i t y  o f  t h e  s t r u c t u r e s  a r e  v e r n a c u l a r  i n  c h a r a c t e r ,  t h e  work o f  l o c a l  
b u i l d e r s  and a r c h i t e c t s ,  b u t  t h e r e  a r e  s i g n i f i c a n t ,  we l l -p rese rved  examples 
o f  s e v e r a l  o f  t h e s e  s t y l e s .  

The Main S t r e e t  H i s t o r i c  D i s t r i c t  i s  c e n t r a l l y  l o c a t e d  i n  t h e  c i t y  o f  
Danbury. The c i t y ' s  geog raph i c  c e n t e r  i s  w i t h i n  t h e  d i s t r i c t ,  i n  t h e  a r e a  
of  No. 2 3 8  Main S t r e e t .  The t e r r a i n  w i t h i n  t h e  d i s t r i c t  can  be d e s c r i b e d  a s  
g e n e r a l l y  f l a t  and l e v e l ,  due t o  i t s  v a l l e y  l o c a t i o n .  Main S t r e e t  s l o p e s  
a lmos t  impe rcep t i b ly  nor thward towards t h e  S t i l l  R i v e r ,  a  f e w  hundred fee t  
beyond t h e  d i s t r i c t ' s  n o r t h e r n  boundary. 'ib t h e  w e s t  i s  an upward s l o p e  
f o r  most o f  t h e  l e n g t h  o f  :.lain S t r e e t ,  t o  t h e  e a s t  a  moderate f a l l i n g  o f f .  

Boundar ies  o f  t h e  d i s t r i c t  have  been drawn t o  f o c u s  on  t h e  p h y s i c a l  develop-  
ment o f  Main S t r e e t  a s  Danbury 's commercial and i n s t i t u t i o n a l  c e n t e r .  The 
bounda r i e s  a r e  i n c l u s i v e  o f  b u i l d i n g s  and s t r e e t s c a p e s  which a r e  r e p r e s e n t a -  
t i v e  o f  Main S t r e e t ' s  h i s t o r i c a l  development,  m u l t i p l i c i t y  o f  f u n c t i o n s  and 
a r c h i t e c t u r a l  c h a r a c t e r .  The d i s t r i c t  i s  v i s u a l l y  and a r c h i t e c t u r a l l y  
d i s t i n c t  from p r i m a r i l y  r e s i d e n t i a l  and s t r i p  commercial neighborhoods which 
su r round  i t  to t h e  e a s t , s o u t h  and w e s t .  D i r e c t l y  beh ind  t h e  e a s t  s i d e  o f  
Main S t r e e t  between L i b e r t y  and White S t r e e t s - . i s  " P a r c e l  A , "  a  s i x - a c r e  
t r a c t  c l e a r e d  by t h e  C i t y ' s  Redevelopment commission d u r i n g  t h e  1960s and 
1970s and s l a t e d  f o r  f u t u r e  development.  

The street p a t t e r n  o f  t h e  d i s t r i c t  can  be d e s c r i b e d  a s  d e n d r i t i c  o r  tree- 
l i k e .  S i d e  streets - some o f  which o r i g i n a t e d  d u r i n g  e a r l y  s e t t l e m e n t  a s  
r o u t e s  t o  m i l l s  o r  o u t l y i n g  fa rms ,  and some o f  which w e r e  opened by 
s p e c u l a t o r s  d u r i n g  t h e  decades  o f  Main S t r e e t ' s  commercial expansion - 
branch  o f f  a t  i r r e g u l a r  i n t e r v a l s  from t h e  Main S t r e e t  " t runk ."  N o  s t reets  
w i t h i n  t h e  d i s t r i c t  a r e  con t i nuous  e a s t  and w e s t  a c r o s s  Main S t r e e t ,  b u t  
s i g n i f i c a n t  i n t e r s e c t i o n s  o c c u r  a t  White and E l m  and Main, known a s  
Wooster Square ;  and West,  L i b e r t y  and Main, known a s  C i t y  H a l l  Square. 
These i n t e r s e c t i o n s ,  t o g e t h e r  w i th  Elmwood Park  to t h e  s o u t h ,  have s e r v e d  
a t  d i f f e r e n t  p e r i o d s  a s  f o c a l  p o i n t s  f o r  p u b l i c ,  i n s t i t u t i o n a l  and 
commercial  b u i l d i n g s  and a c t i v i t i e s .  
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The s e c t i o n s  o f  White ,  I v e s ,  West, Boughton, K e e l e r  and  Wooster S t r e e t s  and 
P o s t  O f f i c e  and L i b r a r y  P l a c e  w i t h i n  t h e  d i s t r i c t  r e p r e s e n t  e x t e n s i o n s  o f  
Main S t r e e t  u s e s  and a r c h i t e c t u r e  o n t o  a d j a c e n t  s i d e  s t r e e t s ,  and  a r e  
v i s u a l l y  c o n t i n u o u s  w i t h  Main S t r e e t .  

The s o u t h e r n  boundary o f  t h e  d i s t r i c t  i s  t h e  s o u t h  p r o p e r t y  l i n e  o f  No. 34 
Main S t r e e t  on  t h e  w e s t  s i d e  o f  Main S t r e e t  and No. 43 Main S t r e e t  on  t h e  
e a s t  s i d e  o f  Main S t r e e t .  The c h a r a c t e r  o f  Main S t r e e t  changes  d r a m a t i c a l l y  
s o u t h  o f  t h e s e  p r o p e r t y  l i n e s ,  g i v i n g  way t o  r e c e n t l y  c o n s t r u c t e d  commercial 
s t r u c t u r e s  t o  a  p o i n t  where t h e  v i s u a l  c o n t i n u i t y  and i n t e g r i t y  o f  t h e  
s t r e e t s c a p e  is  l o s t .  (Pho tograph  1) 'The n o r t h e r n  boundary o f  t h e  d i s t r i c t  
i s  t h e  n o r t h  s i d e  o f  White and E l m  S t r e e t s ,  t h e  edge  o f  Flood C o n t r o l /  
R ~ d e v e l o p m e n t  programs o f  t h e  1960s which l e v e l l e d  o l d  s t r u c t u r e s  o n  t h e  
n o r t h  s i d e s  o f  E l m  S t r e e t  and K h i t e  S t r e e t  and f o r  a  b l o c k  on Main S t r e e t  
n o r t h  o f  t h e  i n t e r s e c t i o n .  The e a s t e r n  and  wes te rn  b o u n d a r i e s  o f  t h e  
d i s t r i c t  f o l l o w  t h e  r e a r  p r o p e r t y  l i n e s  o f  Main S t r e e t  p r o p e r t i e s  and o t h e r  
c o n t r i b u t i n g  p r o p e r t i e s  o n  a d j a c e n t  s i d e  s t r e e t s ,  e x c e p t  where t h e y  c u t  
th rough  p r i v a t e l y  owned p a r k i n g  l o t s  beh ind  some Main S t r e e t  b u i l d i n g s .  

The d i s t r i c t  i n c l u d e s  s e v e r a l  d i s t i n c t  s t r e e t s c a p e s  d e f i n e d  by b u i l d i n g s  
o f  d i f f e r e n t  p e r i o d s ,  t y p e s  a n d  & y l e s .  The g r a d u a l  t r a n s i t i o n  from a  
p r i m a r i l y  r e s i d e n t i a l  c h a r a c t e r  a t  t h e  s o u t h  end o f  t h e  d i s t r ic t  to a  f u l l y  
u r b a n  complex a t  i t s  n o r t h  i s  a  r e f l e c t i o n  o f  t h e  nor thward  growth o f  
Danbury ' s  b u s i n e s s  c e n t e r  d u r i n g  t h e  n i n e t e e n t h  c e n t u r y .  Between t h e  
s o u t h e r n  boundary o f  t h e  d i s t r i c t  and Elmwood P a r k ,  c o n t r i b u t i n g  b u i l d i n g s  
c o n s i s t  a l m o s t  e n t i r e l y  o f  e i g h t e e n t h  and e a r l y  n i n e t e e n t h - c e n t u r y  homes, 
shops  and s t o r e s ,  p r i m a r i l y  o f  e a r l y  c r a f t s m e n  a n d  merchants .  ( Photographs  
1, 2 ,  3 )  The e a r l i e s t  b u i l d i n g s  i n  t h i s  s e c t i o n  a r e  two-story v e r n a c u l a r  
Georg ian  p l a n  d w e l l i n g s  w i t h  s t e e p l y  p i t c h e d  r o o f s .  (Pho tographs  2 ,  3 )  
Also  i n c l u d e d  is  t h e  John  Dodd Shop, a n  a p o t h e c a r y  s h o p  and d w e l l i n g  b u i l t  
i n  1790,  (Pho tograph  2 )  T h i s  b u i l d i n g  was moved from i t s  o r i g i n a l  l o c a t i o n  
i n  1958  by t h e  Danbury Sco t t -Fan ton  Museum a n d  H i s t o r i c a l  S o c i e t y  when a  
l a r g e  supermarke t  was b u i l t  o n  i t s  s i t e  j u s t  s o u t h  o f  t h e  museum grounds  
and t h e  b u i l d i n g  was t h r e a t e n e d  w i t h  d e s t r u c t i o n ,  The b u i l d i n g  i s  s i g n i -  
f i c a n t  a s  t h e  e a r l i e s t  commercial  b u i l d i n g  o n  Main S t r e e t .  On t h e  w e s t  s i d e  
o f  Main S t r e e t  i s  a  r o w  o f  b u i l d i n g s  d a t i n g  from t h e  l a t e  e i g h t e e n t h  a n d  
e a r l y  n i n e t e e n t h  c e n t u r y ,  A l l  o f  t h e  e a r l y  b u i l d i n g s  s o u t h  o f  Elmwood Park  
a r e  set  back from t h e  s i d e w a l k  and have  l andscaped  y a r d s .  D e s p i t e  some 
i n s t r u s i o n s  and  a l t e r a t i o n s  i n  t h i s  s e c t i o n ,  t h e s e  b u i l d i n g s  r e p r e s e n t  t h e  
h i s t o r i c  r o o t s  o f  t h e  p r e s e n t  b u s i n e s s  d i s t r i c t  t o  their n o r t h ,  c o n t r i b u t e  
s t r o n g l y  to  h i s t o r i c  a n d  a r c h i t e c t u r a l  themes o f  t h e  d i s t r i c t ,  and  convey 
a  f e e l i n g  of t i m e  and p l a c e ,  Many a r e  p r e s e n t l y  u s e d  f o r  o f f i c e s  o r  s m a l l  
b u s i n e s s e s ,  

On b o t h  sides o f  Main S t r e e t  f a c i n g  Elmwood P a r k ,  a  g r a s s y ,  t r e e - l i n e d  
i s l a n d  i n  t h e  midd le  of t h e  s t ree t ,  a r e  i n s t i t u t i o n a l  b u i l d i n g s  i n c l u d i n g  
t h e  c o u r t h o u s e  and j a i l ,  a  church ,  s c h o o l  and o t h e r  b u i l d i n g s  t r a d i t i o n a l l y  
a s s o c i a t e d  w i t h  t h e  p a r k ,  a  f o c a l  p o i n t  f o r  p u b l i c  a c t i v i t i e s  s i n c e  t h e  
e a r l y  n i n e t e e n t h  c e n t u r y .  The l a n d  was o l i g i n a l l y  d o n a t e d  to  t h e  town 
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f o r  u s e  as a common i n  1801. I n  1853 i t  was p l a n t e d  wi th  trees and a  hay 
c r o p ,  and conver ted  t o  a p u b l i c  park.  I n  1879 t h e  park  was f u r t h e r  equipped 
wi th  benches,  f o u n t a i n s ,  a  bandstand and s e r p e n t i n e  walks,  a l l  o f  which have 
been removed. ~t was t h e  s t a r t i n g  p o i n t  f o r  parades  down Main S t r e e t  and 
t h e  bandstand was t h e  s i t e  o f  summer c o n c e r t s  by l o c a l  bands. The modern 
pa rk  i s  p l a n t e d  wi th  maples and equipped wi th  benches and an h i s t o r i c a l  
marker. 

Occupying a,mde&eminence on t h e  w e s t  s i d e  o f  t h e  sou th  end o f  t h e  park i s  
t h e  p r e s e n t  Courthouse,  b u i l t  i n  1899 on t h e  s i t e  o f  two predecessors .  ~ t s  
symmetrical  facade  is  buf f  b r i c k  wi th  l imes tone  t r i m .  A c e n t r a l ,  pedimented 
p a v i l i o n  p r o j e c t s  from t h e  facade  between t h e  two wings. I n  i t  are t h e  
e n t r y ,  f l anked  by t ape red  I o n i c  columns which suppor t  a  f r i e z e  and c o r n i c e  
wi th  b a l u s t r a d e  above. Four I o n i c  p i l a s t e r s  on t h e  second s t o r y  c a r r y  a  
f r i e z e  which b e a r s  t h e  i n s c r i p t i o n  " F a i r f i e l d  County Courthouse." The 
p i l a s t e r s  f l a n k  a  c e n t r a l  window wi th  round arched f an  wi th  a  r u s t i c a t e d  
Gibbs surround,  and enframe s m a l l e r  s i d e  windows wi th  p o r t a l  windows above. 
The i n t e r i o r  o f  t h e  Courthouse i s  o r i g i n a l .  The hal lways a r e  l i n e d  wi th  
s t a i n e d  a s h  wainsco t ing  topped wi th  a  bead-and-reel molding, and t h e  i r o n  
s t a i r c a s e s  wi th  c a s t - i r o n  newel p o s t s  a l s o  s u r v i v e  i n t a c t .  The main 
courtroom, beneath  t h e  l a r g e  copper dome, i s  complete ly  o r i g i n a l ,  wi th  
p a n e l l i n g ,  door sur rounds ,  b a r s ,  benches and ju ry  box a l l  i n t a c t .  
(Photographs 5, 6 )  

D i r e c t l y  a c r o s s  Elrnwood Park from t h e  Courthouse i s  t h e  o l d  J a i l  b u i l d i n g ,  
c o n s t r u c t e d  i n  1872 and conver ted  i n t o  a Senior  Cente r  which w a s  d e d i c a t e d  
on May 1, 1983. The r ed -b r i ck ,  Second Empire-style b u i l d i n g  se rved  a s  a  
j a i l  f o r  F a i r f i e l d  County u n t i l  1959, when t h e  county system i n  Connect icut  
was a b o l i s h e d ,  and a s  a  S t a t e  j a i l  u n t i l  1969. I t  occupies  t h e  s i t e  o f  two 
earl ier  j a i l s ,  and is  a l s o  on t h e  s i t e  o f  t h e  f i r s t  Congregat ional  meeting- 
house,  cons t ruc t ed  i n  1696. D i r e c t l y  t o  t h e  rear o f  t h e  j a i l  on Wooster 
S t r e e t  is t h e  town's  o r i g i n a l  cemetery,  p a r t  of  t h e  churchyard o f  t h e  f i r s t  
meetinghouse, w i th  g raves  d a t i n g  t o  t h e  e a r l y  e i g h t e e n t h  cen tury .  Facing 
Main S t r e e t  is t h e  two-story,  mansard-roofed j a i l e r ' s  r e s i d e n c e ,  wi th  one- 
s t o r y ,  gable-roofed ce l l  b l a c k  wings ex tending  from t h e  r e a r  t o  t h e  w e s t  
and sou th .  A t h r e e - s t o r y  watch tower and p r i s o n e r ' s  e n t r a n c e  i s  a t  t h e  
i n t e r s e c t i o n  o f  t h e  j a i l e r ' s  q u a r t e r s  and t h e  sou th  ce l l  b lock ,  Beginning 
i n  1980, t h e  b u i l d i n g  has  been s u b s t a n t i a l l y  r e s t o r e d .  The s la te  r o o f ,  
round-arched dormers and e x t e r i o r  b r i c k  w e r e  c l eaned  and r e s t o r e d ,  Rot ted 
porch columns w e r e  r ep l aced  matching t h e  o r i g i n a l s .  The i n t e r i o r  window 
and door sur rounds ,  crown moldings and s t a i r c a s e s  wi th  tu rned  newels,  r a i l s  
and b a l u s t e r s  have been p re se rved .  The western  o r  men's c e l l  b lock  has  
been conver ted  i n t o  a  meeting room, whi le  s i x  o f  t h e  women's cells  i n  t h e  
sou the rn  ce l l  b lock  have been preserved  a s  an e x h i b i t  o f  t h e  b u i l d i n g ' s  
h i s t o r i c  func t ion .  (Photograph 7  ) 

North o f  t h e  j a i l  and cemetery a c r o s s  Wooster S t r e e t  a r e  a  row o f  t h r e e  
l a t e  n i n e t e e n t h  cen tu ry ,  r e d  b r i c k  b u i l d i n g s  e r e c t e d  by S t .  P e t e r ' s  Roman 
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C a t h o l i c  p a r i s h .  From sou th  t o  n o r t h  t hey  a r e :  t h e  Convent, a  Renaissance 
Revival  b u i l d i n g  e r e c t e d  i n  1895 wi th  a  copper h i p  r o o f ,  round a rched  
windows wi th  b i l l e t e d  b r i c k ,  and s t a i n e d  g l a s s  windows; t h e  School ,  wi th  
an  I t a l i a n a t e - s t y l e  tower which p r o j e c t s  from t h e  f r o n t ;  and t h e  Rectory ,  
a  s i g n i f i c a n t  l o c a l  example o f  Richardsonian Romanesque i n f l u e n c e .  
(Photograph 8 ,  F igu re  2) 

S t .  Pe ter ' s  Church is  d i r e c t l y  a c r o s s  Main S t r e e t  and Elmwood Park from 
t h e  Rectory .  The s l a t e - r o o f e d ,  Gothic  Reviva l  church is  o f  r u s t i c a t e d  
g r a n i t e ,  q u a r r i e d  l o c a l l y .  I ts 175 '  s p i r e  is  a  prominent  Main S t r e e t  
landmark, v i s i b l e  throughout  most of t h e  d i s t r i c t  . ( Photograph 9  ) 

Between S t .  P e t e r ' s  Church and t h e  Courthouse on t h e  e a s t  s i d e  o f  Elmwood 
Park a r e  s e v e r a l  e a r l y  n ine t een th -cen tu ry  r e s i d e n t i a l  s t r u c t u r e s ,  i n t e r -  
mixed wi th  commercial b u i l d i n g s  o f  t h e  l a t e  n i n e t e e n t h  and e a r l y  t w e n t i e t h  
c e n t u r i e s .  A Greek Reviva l  double  house s t a n d s  a t  Nos. 101-103 Main S t r e e t  
i n  t h e  c e n t e r  o f  t h i s  b lock .  The house has  two d i s t i n c t  e n t r a n c e s ,  wi th  a  
f a n  and two q u a r t e r  f a n s  i n  t h e  g a b l e ,  an ornamental  f e a t u r e  found nowhere 
e l s e  i n  t h e  d i s t r i c t .  (Photograph 9 )  

Nos. 111-113 Main S t r e e t ,  t h e  Marshal l  Bu i ld ing ,  is a  fou r - s to ry  commercial 
and apar tment  b u i l d i n g  e r e c t e d  i n  1891. I ts o r i g i n a l  c a s t - i r o n  s t o r e f r o n t  
was covered when t h e  s t o r e f r o n t  was extended,  b u t  t h e  i n t e r i o r  r e t a i n s  i t s  
p r e s s e d  meta l  w a l l s  and c e i l i n g s .  The upper s t o r i e s  o f  t h e  f acade  f e a t u r e  
d i f f e r e n t  f e n e s t r a t i o n  on each f l o o r  - groups  o f  t h r e e  windows on  each 
s i d e  w i th  keys tones  and sp l ayed  l i n t e l s  on  t h e  second s t o r y ,  round a r c h e s  
formed o f  molded b r i c k  and brownstone s i l ls  on  t h e  t h i r d ,  and r u s t i c a t e d  
sands tone  l i n t e l s  and s i l ls  on t h e  f o u r t h  f l o o r ,  beneath  a  c o r b e l l e d  
c o r n i c e .  On t h e  exposed n o r t h  w a l l  o f  t h e  b u i l d i n g  t h e r e  remains p a i n t e d  
a d v e r t i s i n g  f o r  i t s  longt ime  former owner and occupan t ,  Corne l iu s  Delohery 
Under takers  and Home Furn i sh ings ,  A s t o n e  s e t  i n  t h e  c e n t e r  of  t h e  
b u i l d i n g  between t h e  t h i r d  and f o u r t h  s t o ~ i e s  b e a r s  t h e  i n s c r i b e d  legend 
"Marsha l l ,  1890." (Photograph 9 )  

The former f i r e h o u s e  o f  Humane Hose Co. No. 1 ,  a  b r acke t ed ,  I t a l i a n a t e  s t u c c o  
b u i l d i n g  w i th  h i p  r o o f ,  i s  on a d j a c e n t  Boughton S t r e e t .  P r e s e n t l y  used f o r  
v e h i c l e  s t o r a g e  by t h e  nearby P o l i c e  Department, t h e  f i r e h o u s e  was b u i l t  i n  
1911 f o r  one  o f  Danbury's  two o r i g i n a l  f i r e  companies, which had se rved  
t h i s  a r e a  s i n c e  it was o rgan ized  i n  1829. 

D i r e c t l y  n o r t h  o f  t h e  Park a r e a  on t h e  w e s t  s i d e  o f  t h e  street i s  a  s e c t i o n  
o f  b u i l d i n g s  o f  predominant ly  modern c o n s t r u c t i o n .  A t  t h e  nor thwes t  co rne r  
of  Boughton S t r e e t  is t h e  P o l i c e  S t a t i o n ,  a t  t h e  c o r n e r  o f  W e s t  S t r e e t  i s  
t h e  Danbury L i b r a r y ,  bo th  b u i l d i n g s  c o n s t r u c t e d  i n  1969-70. I n  between a r e  
s e v e r a l  commercial b u i l d i n g s  c o n s t r u c t e d  s i n c e  1945 o r  comple te ly  remodelled. 
These b u i l d i n g s  a r e  c l a s s i f i e d  a s  non-cont r ibu t ing ,  (Photograph 1 0 )  On t h e  
e a s t  s i d e  of  Main S t r e e t  above t h e  Park a r e  commercial b u i l d i n g s  b u i l t  
d u r i n g  t h e  1920s and 1930s ,  a s  f a r  a s  No. 141  Main S t r e e t ,  which occupies  
t h e  c o r n e r  a t  Main and K e e l e r  and beg ins  a  c o n t i n u i n g  row o f  mu l t i - s t o ry  
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commercial s t r u c t u r e s  t o  t h e  n o r t h  end o f  t h e  d i s t r i c t .  

No. 141 Main S t r e e t ,  a  two-story b r i c k  commerc ia l 'bu i ld ing ,  two bays wide 
and wi th  brickwork p a n e l ,  i s  n o t a b l e  f o r  i t s  d e d i c a t i o n  s t o n e ,  set i n  t h e  
c e n t e r  o f  t h e  b u i l d i n g  between t h e  f i r s t  and second s t o r i e s .  The i n s c r i p -  
t i o n  r eads  "Oct. 25, 1907, Daoud Bochharhe" i n  Engl i sh  and Arabic  let ters.  
K e e l e r  S t r e e t ,  a d j a c e n t  t o  t h e  e a s t  of  t h i s  b u i l d i n g ,  i s  b u i l t  up on i t s  
sou th  s i d e  f o r  approximately  one-half  o f  i t s  l e n g t h  wi th  b u i l d i n g s  which 
r e p r e s e n t  an  e x t e n s i o n  o f  Main Street u s e s  and a r c h i t e c t u r e ,  i n c l u d i n g  
t h e  former Moose Lodge, a  red-br ick  lodge  h a l l  wi th  shaped gab le ;  and t h e  
h i g h - s t y l e  b r i c k  Queen Anne tenement a t  Nos. 36-42 Keeler  S t r e e t ,  which 
r e t a i n s  i t s  s l a t e  mansard roof  and c o n i c a l  towers ,  and r u s t i c a t e d  brown- 
s t o n e  l i n t e l s  and s i l ls .  (Photograph 11) 

On t h e  e a s t  s i d e  o f  Main, n o r t h  o f  K e e l e r  S t r e e t ,  t h e  c h a r a c t e r  o f  t h e  
s t r e e t s c a p e  changes t o  t h r e e  and fou r - s to ry  b r i c k  commercial b u i l d i n g s  a s  
f a r  n o r t h  a s  White Street.  The b lock  between Keeler and L i b e r t y  Streets 
is  a  cohes ive  s t r e e t s c a p e ,  a  b lend  o f  I t a l i a n a t e ,  Commercial and Co lon ia l  
Reviva l  i n f l u e n c e s .  (Photograph 1 3 )  A t  t h e  sou th  end o f  t h e  b lock  a t  t h e  
i n t e r s e c t i o n  o f  K e e l e r  Street  i s  t h e  K e e l e r  Bu i ld ing ,  a  fou r - s to ry  commercial 
b u i l d i n g  wi th  p re s sed  b r i c k  facade  and c o r b e l l e d  window hoods. Nos. 149- 
1 5 1  Main Street d i r e c t l y  t o  t h e  n o r t h  i s  an ex t ens ion  o f  t h e  G r i f f i n g  Block, 
Nos. 153-157 Main Street t o  i t s  n o r t h .  The G r i f f i n g  Block, b u i l t  i n  1864, 
i s  a  t h r e e - s t o r y  commercial b lock  wi th  molded window sur rounds  and quoins:  
i t  has  an  unusual  wooden c o r n i c e ,  i ts  p a i r e d  b r a c k e t s  f e a t u r i n g  tea r -drop  
l i k e  r e t u r n s  and pendants .  Un i t i ng  t h e  two b u i l d i n g s  is  Nos. 149-151 Main 
S t r e e t ,  which matches No. 153 i n  b u i l d i n g  h e i g h t  b u t  whose c o r b e l l e d  window 
hoods echo t h e  K e e l e r  Block. (Photograph 1 2 )  

A t  t h e  n o r t h  end o f  t h e  b lock  i s  t h e  fou r - s to ry  Hu l l  Bui ld ing ,  a  Commercial 
s t y l e  b u i l d i n g  wi th  mul t i -co lored  p re s sed  b r i c k  f acade ,  I n  t h e  c e n t e r  o f  
t h e  b lock  i s  t h e  Martha ~ p a r t m e n t s / ~ a l a c e  Theater  complex. The Martha 
Apartments i s  f i v e  s t o r i e s ,  o f  b r i c k  l a i d  i n  a  s t r i k i n g  Engl i sh  bond p a t t e r n ,  
wi th  l imes tone  c o r n i c e  and s t o r e f r o n t s .  I n  t h e  t h i r d  s t o r e f r o n t  from t h e  
sou th  end o f  t h e  ground f l o o r  o f  t h e  b u i l d i n g  is  t h e  e n t r a n c e  t o  t h e  Pa lace  

c 
I t h e a t e r ,  t h e  f i f t h  l a r g e s t  aud i to r ium i n  Connec t icu t .  The i n t e r i o r  o f  t h e  

2 ,000-seat  t h e a t e r  is  Adamesque. I ts g l a s s  and bronze doors  a r e  o r i g i n a l ,  
surmounted by a f e s tooned  f r i e z e .  The lobby,  100 '  l ong ,  is  mi r ro red  and 
p a n e l l e d  i n  mahogany, wi th  a  marble p a t t e r n  f l o o r  and marble dado. A 
c o r r i d o r  l i n e d  wi th  amber-colored leaded  g l a s s  l e a d s  down t o  an o v a l  f o y e r ,  
where massive marble C o r i n t h i a n  p i l a s t e r s  rise t o  t h e  f u l l  h e i g h t  o f  t h e  
mezzanine above. Marble s t a i r c a s e s  l e a d  t o  t h e  balcony.  The t h e a t e r  ' s  
i n t e r i o r  space  is  c r e a t e d  by a  45 '  dome. A s  i n  t h e  lobby and f o y e r ,  t h e  
decor  i s  Adamesque. Medal l ions  t o  e i t h e r  s i d e  o f  t h e  s c r e e n  enframe 
p a i n t i n g s  o f  female  f i g u r e s  c a r r y i n g  u rns .  Festooned f r i e z e s  and Cor in th i an  

i p i l a s t e r s  c a r r y  o u t  the C l a s s i c a l  mot i f  e lsewhere .  Two l a r g e  w a l l  p a n e l s ,  
p r e s e n t l y  covered  by f a b r i c ,  f e a t u r e  C l a s s i c a l l y  i n s p i r e d  murals .  The 
s t a g e  a r e a  is  6 7 '  x 3 4 ' .  w i t h  cwenty d r e s s i n g  rooms t o  e i t h e r  s i d e  r i s i n g  
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to f i v e  t iers .  I n  1979,  t h e  t h e a t e r  was conve r t ed  i n t o  a  t r i p l e x  by 
p a r t i t i o n s  down t h e  middle  o f  t h e  main f l o o r  and a  f l o o r  i n s t a l l e d  a t  t h e  
ba lcony  l e v e l .  The conve r s ion  i s  n o t  i r r e v e r s i b l e ,  and t h e  t h e a t e r  i s  
c u r r e n t l y  b e i n g  s t u d i e d  by an  A r t s  Task Force  a s  a  p o s s i b l e  s i t e  f o r  a  
Regional  o r  community c e n t e r  f o r  t h e  performing a r t s .  I ts  s t r u c t u r e ,  
f u r n i s h i n g  and d e c o r a t i v e  e lements  a r e  e s s e n t i a l l y  i n t a c t .  (Photograph 1 3 )  

North o f  L i b e r t y  S t r e e t  on  t h e  e a s t  s i d e  o f  Main a r e  two and t h r e e - s t o r y  
commercial b u i l d i n g s  j o ined  by p a r t y  w a l l s  and f l u s h  wi th  t h e  s i dewa lk ,  
r a n g i n g  i n  d a t e  from 1852 t o  1965. (Photograph 1 7 )  A l a r g e  p r o p o r t i o n  o f  
t h e  commercia l ' .bui ld ings  on t h i s  s i d e  o f  t h e  s treet  w e r e  b u i l t  p r i o r  t o  
1880. The Bened ic t  and N icho l s  Bu i l d ing  a t  Nos. 191-193 Main S t r e e t  
(Photograph 1 7 )  i s  r e p r e s e n t a t i v e  o f  t h e  e a r l i e s t  commercial b u i l d i n g s ,  
which d i s p l a y  Greek Rev iva l  f e a t u r e s  such a s  t r a b e a t e d  l i n t e l s  and s i l l s  o f  
g r a n i t e  o r  l imes tone  and s imp le  c o r n i c e s  b e a r i n g  C l a s s i c a l  ornament.  

No. 213 Main S t r e e t ,  b u i l t  i n  1911,  r e t a i n s  i ts  o r i g i n a l  s t o r e f r o n t  c o r n i c e ,  
second-s to ry  p l a t e  g l a s s  d i s p l a y  window and br ickwork p a n e l s  below a  
c o r b e l l e d  c o r n i c e ,  a l l  i n  bu f f  b r i c k .  Next n o r t h  of i t ,  t h e  p r e s e n t  
Howland's Department S t o r e  ( N o s .  215-217 Main S t r e e t )  f e a t u r e s  a  t r i p l e  
d i s p l a y  window i n  i . t s  second s t o r y  and a  c o r n i c e  w i t h  Grec ian  f r e twork  
f r i e z e  and p a r a p e t .  (Pho tograph  1 8 )  

The P o s t  O f f i c e ,  a t  No, 265 Main S t r e e t ,  i s  a  two-story b r i c k  b u i l d i n g ,  
Georgian Rev iva l  i n  s t y l e ,  I ts main e n t r a n c e  is through a  t r i p l e  a r ched  
l o g g i a  s e p a r a t e d  by C o r i n t h i a n  p i l a s t e r s  and f l a n k e d  on e i t h e r  side by 
h i g h ,  round-arched windows. The p i l a s t e r s  rise t o  a  d e n t i c u l a t e d  l imes tone  
c o r n i c e  and p a r a p e t ,  The v e s t i b u l e  and b u l l e t i n  boards  t o  e i t h e r  s i d e  i n  
t h e  P o s t  O f f i c e  lobby a r e  o f  handcarved,  arnrnoniated and waxed oak  w i th  
f l o r a l ,  egg-and-dart and bead-and-reel  moldings.  The lobby h a s  t e r r a z z o  
f loors and marble  wa in sco t i ng ,  The P o s t  O f f i c e  o c c u p i e s  t h e  whole s o u t h  
s i d e  of P o s t  O f f i c e  P l a c e ,  a  s h o r t  a l l e y  between Main S t r e e t  and I v e s  
S t r e e t .  (Photograph 20) 

White S t r e e t ,  t h e  n o r t h e r n  boundary o f  t h e  d i s t r i c t ,  i s  a  s treet  o f  c o m -  
m e r c i a l  b u i l d i n g s  on  i t s  s o u t h  s i d e ,  i nc luded  i n  t h e  d i s t r i c t .  (Photograph 21) 
The former Heyman b u i l d i n g  a t  N o .  36 White street i s  a  commercial adap ta -  
t i o n  o f  t h e  Neo-Class ica l  s t y l e ,  b u i l t  i n  c o n c r e t e  w i th  a  d e n t i c u l a t e d  
c o r n i c e  and p a n e l l e d  p a r a p e t .  The ea s t e rnmos t  b u i l d i n g  i n  t h e  d i s t r ic t  i s  
t h e  Seaman-Lynch Hardware S t o r e ,  o r i g i n a l l y  Union H a l l ,  N o s .  42-52 White 
S t r e e t .  This t h r e e - s t o r y  commercial b lock  h a s  a  p r e s s e d  b r i c k  f acade  and 
r e t a i n s  its o r i g i n a l  b r a c k e t e d  wooden c o r n i c e ,  T a l l  windows o n  t h e  t h i r d  
f l o o r  l i g h t e d  a  1 , 000  s e a t  temperance h a l l ,  now used  a s  apar tments .  The 
l a r g e  b lock  d e f i n e s  t h e  d i s t r i c t ' s  n o r t h e a s t e r n  boundary. Tb i t s  e a s t  is 
N a t i o n a l  P l a c e ,  a  l a n e  l e a d i n g  to p a r k i n g  l o t s ,  

Off White street and p a r a l l e l i n g  Main S t r e e t  a s  f a r  s o u t h  a s  P o s t  O f f i c e  
Place i s  I v e s  S t r e e t ,  upon which i s  l o c a t e d  a  s i g n i f i c a n t  l a t e - n i n e t e e n t h  
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c e n t u r y  s t r e e t s c a p e .  On t h e  e a s t  s i d e  o f  t h e  s t ree t  a r e  t h e  I v e s  S t r e e t  
F i rehouse :  and t h e  former S w i f t ,  now Omaha Beef ,  warehouse. (Photograph 22) 
The F i r e h o u s e ,  b u i l t  i n  1883,  i s  a  twa-s to ry  b r i c k  Queen Anne b u i l d i n g .  
I ts  windows a r e  s e g m e n t a l l y  a r c h e d  w i t h  s o l d i e r  c o u r s e s  o f  a l t e r n a t i n g  r e d  
and y e l l o w  b r i c k .  O r i g i n a l l y  p a i n t e d  r e d ,  it h a s  been p a i n t e d  s e v e r a l  
c o l o r s  i n  t h e  i n t e r v e n i n g  y e a r s .  T r i p l e  windows i n  t h e  second s t o r y  a r e  
trimmed i n  r e d  and  b l u e  s t a i n e d  g l a s s ,  which a l s o  was o r i g i n a l l y  i n  t h e  
t ransoms o f  t h e  f i r e  and o t h e r  d o o r s .  The ground f l o o r  was and i s  now used  
f o r  s t o r a g e  o f  f i r e  v e h i c l e s ;  w h i l e  t h e  upper  f l o o r ,  o r i g i n a l l y  p a r l o r s  f o r  
t h e  two f i r e  companies f o r  which i t  was b u i l t ,  was c o n v e r t e d  d u r i n g  t h e  l a t e  
n i n e t e e n t h  c e n t u r y  i n t o  b a r r a c k s  f o r  p a i d  f i r e m e n .  'To t h e  r e a r  a r e  a  s m a l l  
b a t t e r y  room and s t a b l e  c o n s t r u c t e d  d u r i n g  t h e  1890s.  Ib t h e  s o u t h  o f  t h e  
f i r e h o u s e  i s  t h e  former  S w i f t ,  now Omaha Beef ,  warehouse.  

On t h e  w e s t  s i d e  o f  t h e  s t reet  a r e  t h e  former  Leonard B u i l d i n g s ,  on  t h e  
c o r n e r  o f  I v e s  S t r e e t  and  F o s t  O f f i c e  P l a c e .  (Pho tograph  23)  C h a r a c t e r i z e d  
by b r a c k e t e d  c o r n i c e s  o f  p r e s s e d  m e t a l  and  r e c t a n g u l a r  windows w i t h  s i l ls  
and l i n t e l s  o f  r u s t i c a t e d  brownstone ,  t h e s e  two V i c t o r i a n  commercial  b u i l d -  
i n g s  a r e  u n i t e d  a t  s t o r e f r o n t  l e v e l  by a eommon c o r n i c e ,  a l s o  o f  formed 
m e t a l .  Windows o n  t h e  ground f l o o r  l e v e l  o f  NO. 2  - 4  I v e s  S t r e e t  have 
been f i l l e d  i n  o r  a l t e r e d .  

The east  s i d e  o f  Main S t r e e t  between L i b e r t y  and White S t r e e t  i s  c h a r a c t e r -  
i z e d  by a  common s c a l e  and t h e  e a r l y  p e r i o d  o f  many o f  i t s  b u i l d i n g s .  I n  
t h i s  s e c t i o n  m o d e r n i z a t i o n  o f  s t o r e f r o n t s  by b u i l d i n g  owners h a s  had i t s  
g r e a t e s t i m p a c t .  While n e a r l y  a l l  t h e  commercial b u i l d i n g s  i n  t h e  d i s t r i c t  
have  been a l t e r e d  t o  a g r e a t e r  o r  lesser e x t e n t  a t  t h e  s t o r e f r o n t  l e v e l ,  
d u r i n g  t h e  1960s and 1970s  i n  p a r t i c u l a r ,  b u i l d i n g  owners i n  many cases 
a p p l i e d  v a r i o u s  f a c a d e  t r e a t m e n t s  t o  make t h e i r  b u i l d i n g s  a p p e a r  more modern. 
Some o f  t h e s e  t r e a t m e n t s  c o n s i s t  o f  a p p l i e d  m e t a l  s c r e e n  o r  sprayed-on 
g u n n i t e  (Nos. 275-277 Main, N o s ,  279-281 Main)(  Photograph 3 4 )  ; o t h e r s  have  
been g u t t e d  a n d  g i v e n  cmmpletely new f a c a d e s  (No.207 Main, Nos. 203-205 
Main, Nos, 197-199 Main, No, 257 Main) ,  ( P h o t o g r a p h  1 7 )  

The i n t e r s e c t i o n  o f  Main S t r e e t  a n d  W e s t  S t r e e t  h a s  been a c e n t r a l  f o c a l  
p o i n t  f o r - - p u b l i c  a c t i v i t i e s  and s t r u c t u r e s  s i n c e  t h e  l a t e  e i g h t e e n t h  c e n t u r y ,  
I n  t h e  c e n t e r  o f  t h e  i n t e r s e c t i o n ,  o n  a  s m a l l  p a r k - l i k e  i k l a n d ,   is- t h e  
S o l d i e r s  Monument, ( p h o t o g r a p h  1 0 )  The monument i s  3 2 '  h i g h ,  c o n s i s t i n g  o f  
a  marble f i g u r e  o f  a  Union S o l d i e r  h o l d i n g  a f l a g  i n  h i s  r i g h t  hand,  a t o p  a  
g r a n i t e  C o r i n t h i a n  column 1 2 '  h i g h ,  e n c i r c l e d  by a band b e a r i n g  t h e  names 
of bat t les  i n  which Danbury s o l d i e r s  f o u g h t .  Upon t h e  die  f a c i n g  Main S t r e e t  
i s  t h e  i n s c r i p t i o n :  "To o u r  B r o t h e r s ,  Beloved,  Honored, Revered ,  Who Died 
t h a t  Our Country  might  l i v e , "  On t h e  W e s t  S t r e e t  f a c e  i s  i n s c r i b e d :  "The 
Defenders  o f  t h e  Union,"  The n o r t h e r n  c o r n e r  o f  t h e  i n t e r s e c t i o n  i s  domin- 
ated by t h e  P e r s h i n g  B u i l d i n g  Nos. 190-196 Main S t r e e t  and Nos, 1 - 1 5  
W e s t  S t r e e t ,  a t h r e e - s t o r y  Commercia l -s ty le  o f f i c e  b u i l d i n g  o f  b u f f  b r i c k  
w i t h  c o n c r e t e  t r i m ,  w i t h  p a r a p e t  r o o f  and pedimented  crests a t  t h e  c o r n e r s  
a n d  i n  t h e  c e n t e r  o f  t h e  s o u t h  e l e v a t i o n ,  W e s t  S t r e e t  f o r  a b l o c k  w e s t  o f  
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Main Street i s  inc luded  i n  t h e  d i s t r i c t .  On t h e  n o r t h  s i d e  o f  t h e  s t ree t  
is  t h e  Goth ic  Reviva l  S t .  James Episcopa l  Church. (Photograph 1 5 )  

To t h e  w e s t  o f  t h e  church on t h e  n o r t h  s i d e  o f  t h e  street is  t h e  former 
o f f i c e  b u i l d i n g  o f  t h e  Southern  N e w  England Telephone Company i n  Danbury 
a t  No. 31  W e s t  Street.  (Photograph 1 6 )  The twocstory  b r i c k  b u i l d i n g  rises 
t o  a  modi l l ioned  c o r n i c e  o f  formed meta l .  F ive  bays  wide and f o u r  deep,  i t s  
windows have sp l ayed  l i n t e l s  o f  b r i c k  wi th  keys tones  o f  s ands tone ,  The s i d e  
w a l l s  form s t epped  g a b l e s ,  Across W e s t  S t r e e t  on i t s  s o u t h  s i d e  a r e  a  p a i r  
o f  s t u c c o ,  I t a l i a n a t e  lodge  h a l l s ,  t h e  former Odd Fellows Bu i ld ing  a t  No, 18- 
20 K e s t  S t r e e t l a n d  Nos. 22-24 W e s t  S t r e e t ,  t h e  Danbury Club. (Photograph 1 4 )  

The s e c t i o n  o f  t h e  w e s t  s i d e  o f  Main Street  between W e s t  and E l m  Streets i n  
t h e  c e n t r a l  b u s i n e s s  d i s t r i c t  i s  c h a r a c t e r i z e d  by b u i l d i n g s  o f  a  more massive 
s c a l e  and monumental q u a l i t y  and by a  g r e a t e r  p r o p o r t i o n  o f  examples o f  h igh  
s t y l e  b u i l d i n g s  than  t h e  e a s t  s i d e  o f  Main Street  i n  t h e  same s e c t i o n .  
S e v e r a l  a r e  f r e e - s t a n d i n g .  

A f e a t u r e  o f  t h i s  s e c t i o n  o f  Main S t r e e t  i s  a  row o f  f o u r  banks.  The sou th-  
ernmost  o f  thirse banks i s  t h e  Union T r u s t ,  a  ~ e o - C l a s s i c a l  b u i l d i n g  o f  
I nd i ana  l imes tone ,  (Photograph 24) I ts  facade  c o n s i s t s  o f  a  c e n t r a l  e n t r y ,  

B no longe r  i n  u s e ,  surrounded by rope  molding, w i th  f o u r  l a r g e ,  round-arched 
windows, a  s imple  modi l l ioned  c o r n i c e  and p a r a p e t .  Pane l s  w i th  ca rved  
f o l i a t e d  d e s i g n s  i n  r e l i e f  occupy t h e  s p a n d r e l s  between t h e  a r ched  windows. 
The s e a l  o f  t h e  S t a t e  o f  Connec t icu t  i s  ca rved  above t h e  c e n t r a l  e n t r y .  An 
a d d i t i o n  t o  t h e  b a n k ' s  s o u t h  c o n t a i n s  t h e  p r e s e n t  e n t r y .  The i n t e r i o r  i s  
d i s t i n g u i s h e d  by i t s  h i g h ,  p a n e l l e d  and molded c e i l i n g .  * 
Across  Chapel P l a c e  from t h e  Union T r u s t ,  and s i t e d  upon a  s l i g h t  eminence 
is  t h e  Sav ings  Bank o f  Danbury. (Photograph 25) A l imes tone  b a l u s t r a d e  
w i th  t u rned  b a l u s t e r s  l i n e s  t h e  s idewalk  on t h e  s o u t h e r n  p r o p e r t y  l i n e ,  
e n c l o s i n g  a  s m a l l  lawn, t h e  o n l y  s i g n i f i c a n t  p r i v a t e  l andscap ing  i n  t h e  
b u s i n e s s  a r e a  n o r t h  o f  Elmwood Park .  The b u i l d i n g ' s  i n t e r i o r  i s  e n t i r e l y  
o r i g i n a l ,  P a n e l l e d  wa insco t i ng ,  f u r n i t u r e  and a  pedimented v e s t i b u l e  a r e  
o f  f i n i s h e d  oak ,  a s  a r e  t h e  b a n k ' s  c o u n t e r s .  The w a l l s  have p l a s t e r  
c o r n i c e s  f e a t u r i n g  s c r o l l  m o d i l l i o n s  and egg-and-dart  moldings which con- 
c e a l  c e i l i n g  l i g h t s ,  An oak  mant le  wi th  f r i e z e ,  t r i g l y p h s  and c o r n i c e  
e n c l o s e s  t h e  v a u l t .  (Photograph 26) 

The Union Sav ings  Bank a t  NOS. 226-228 Main S t r e e t  i s  t h r e e - s t o r i e s  h i g h ,  
and d i s t i n g u i s h e d  by i t s  d a r k  r e d  e x t e r i o r  and i t s  l a v i s h  u s e  o f  t e r r a  
c o t t a  t i l e  a s  a  s u r f a c e  t r e a t m e n t .  This  bank i s  t h e  o n l y  one o f  t h e  f o u r  
i n  t h e  row whose i n t e r i o r  h a s  been., e x t e n s i v e l y  modernized,  a f t e r  t h e  o f f i c e s  
w e r e  blown up i n  a  1971 robbery .  Upper f l o o r s  a r e  used  f o r  o f f i c e s ,  and 
t h e  t h i r d  f l o o r  c o n t a i n s  a  l a r g e  h a l l  which s e a t e d  500, once  u sed  f o r  t h e  

+ Danbury High School d u r i n g  t h e  1890s .  I n  f r o n t  o f  t h e  ground f l o o r  i s  
i. suspended a  s q u a r e  T i f f a n y  g l a s s  c l o c k  added i n  1927,  (Photograph 25) 
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C i t y  T r u s t  Bank is a  Neo-Class ica l  b u i l d i n g  o f  wh i t e  marb le ,  wi th  a  c e n t r a l  
e n t r y  a r c h  i n  which i s  se t  t h e  bronze  d o o r s ,  e n r i c h e d  by e t ched  d e s i g n s ,  
with;:a l a r g e  transom window above and a  bronze  r e l i e f  o f  an Ind i an  l ook ing  
o u t  o v e r  t h e  P l a i n  o f  Pahquioque above t h e  c e n t e r  o f  t h e  a r c h ,  a  d e s i g n  
t aken  from an  e a r l y  bank n o t e ,  The i n t e r i o r  o f  No. 234 Main S t r e e t  r e t a i n s  
i t s  o r i g i n a l  monumental two-story c e i l i n g ,  wi th  a  f r i e z e  around i t  f e a t u r i n g  
swags, co rnucop i ae ,  r o p e  moldings and o t h e r  m o t i f s  and a  Grec ian  f r e t  bo rde r .  
The upper  f l o o r s  a r e  r e ached  by an  O t i s  e l e v a t o r ,  i n s t a l l e d  i n  1931 when 
t h e  bank was e n l a r g e d  and remodel led  i n t o  i t s  p r e s e n t  appearance ,  A c a rved  
e a g l e  is  se t  between t h e  s p a n d r e l  p a n e l s  o f  t h e  a r c h .  A modi l l ioned  c o r n i c e  
and p a r a p e t  w i t h  crest su r rounds  a  f l a t  r o o f .  S i d e  w a l l s  a r e  o f  ye l low 
b r i c k ,  (Photograph 25) 

A t  t h e  s o u t h e r n  c o r n e r  o f  Main and L i b r a r y  P l a c e  is  t h e  former  Danbury 
L i b r a r y ,  used  f o r  c i t y  o f f i c e s .  (Photograph 28,  F igu re  3 ) 'rhe b u i l d i n g  is 
t h e  o n l y  example o f  High V i c t o r i a n  Goth ic  s t y l e  i n  t h e  d i s t r i c t .  The 
e x t e r i o r  i s  o f  orange-red  p r e s s e d  b r i c k ,  r e s t i n g  on a  cop ing  o f  r u s t i c a t e d  
g r a n i t e .  S t a i n e d  g l a s s  windows l i g h t  t h e  s t a i r w a y  l e a d i n g  t o  t h e  second 
f l o o r  on t h e  s o u t h  s i d e .  The i n t e r i o r  c o n s i s t s  o f  a  f i r s t  f l o o r  w i t h  a  
main room, o r i g i n a l l y  t h e  C h i l d r e n ' s  Room, now used  a s  an  o f f i c e .  The 
former  C h i l d r e n ' s  Room i s  d i s t i n g u i s h e d  by murals  execu ted  i n  1937 a s  a  
W .  P .  A .  p r o j e c t  by l o c a l  a r t i s t  C h a r l e s  Federe r .  I l l u s t r a t i o n s  a r e  o f  
Mother Goose t a l e s ;  t h e  a r t i s t  used  l o c a l  Danburians o f  t h e  t i m e  a s  models. 
The second f l o o r ,  o r i g i n a l l y  t h e  main r e a d i n g  room, ha s  a  h i g h ,  v a u l t e d  
c e i l i n g  o f  a sh .  I t  r e t a i n s  i t s  o r i g i n a l  wa in sco t i ng ,  windows and r a d i a t o r s .  
The room, which o c c u p i e s  a lmos t  a l l  o f  t h e  second f l o o r ,  i s  l i g h t e d  by t h e  
t a l l  a r ched  windows i n  t h e  c r o s s i n g  g a b l e s  and h a s  been p a r t i t i o n e d  by 
temporary s l i d i n g  d i v i d e r s  i n t o  o f f i c e s .  These o f f i c e s  a r e  expec ted  t o  be 
moved i n  t h e  n e a r  f u t u r e  and t h e  room conve r t ed  i n t o  a  C r e a t i v e  A r t s  Cen t e r  
by t h e  C i t y  o f  Danbury, which a l s o  c l eaned  t h e  e x t e r i o r  and r e -pa in t ed  t h e  
wooden window t r i m  d u r i n g  t h e  summer o f  1981. 

To t h e  n o r t h  o f  t h e  L i b r a r y  i s  t h e  former Danbury N a t i o n a l  Bank, p r e s e n t l y  
known a s  t h e  Thomas S e t t l e  B u i l d i n g ,  a t  No. 248 Main S t .  (Photograph 28, 
F i g u r e  2 )  I ts  e x t e r i o r  o f  r u s t i c a t e d  s ands tone  f e a t u r e s  round a r ched  
windows on t h e  f i r s t  f l o o r  and a  c a rved  f r i e z e  above t h e  second s t o r y .  
The b u i l d i n g ' s  main bank ing  room is  now used  a s  a n  i n s u r a n c e  o f f i c e .  I t  
remains  s u b s t a n t i a l l y  i n t a c t ,  i n c l u d i n g  i t s  o r i g i n a l  wa in sco t i ng  and ped i -  
mented doo r  su r rounds  a t  t h e  former  v a u l t s .  The b u i l d i n g ' s  t h i r d - s t o r y  
g a b l e s ,  which complemented t h e  d e s i g n  o f  t h e  ne ighbo r ing  L i b r a r y ,  w e r e  
u n f o r t u n a t e l y  l o s t  f o l l o w i n g  s e v e r e  f i r e  damage i n  1973. S i g n i f i c a n t  
f e a t u r e s  remain ,  however, p a r t i c u l a r l y  t h e  c a r v e d ,  f o l i a t e d  r e l i e f  and t h e  
we l l -p rese rved  i n t e r i o r .  ( ~ h o  tograph  28, E'igure ' 3  ) 

North  o f  t h e  L i b r a r y  o n  t h e  n o r t h  s i d e  o f  L ib r a ry  P l a c e  i s  t h e  former  
S e i f e r t  Armory a t  Nos. 5  -15 L i b r a r y  P l ace ;  and a  row o f  t h r e e  a t t a c h e d  
tenements  complementary i n  d e s i g n  and m a t e r i a l s ,  t o  i t s  w e s t .  The mass ive  
former armory h a s  seven  s t o r e f r o n t s  on  t h e  ground f l o o r ,  t h e  t h r e e  e a s t e r n -  

( most w i th  C a r r a r a  g l a s s  s t o r e f r o n t s .  The t h r e e  upper  s t o r i e s  a r e  used  f o r  
1 
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apar tments .  I ts  e x t e r i o r  i s  p r e s s e d  b r i c k .  The t h r e e  a t t a c h e d  apar tments  
f e a t u r e  a bay window Elanking t h e  e n t r y  on  t h e  ground f l o o r  w i th  round- 
a rched  windows8'.above 6 n  t h e  second ,  r i s i n g  to- .a  mod i l l i oned  c o r n i c e  o f  
formed me ta l .  (Pho tograph  29) The s t r u c t u r e s  form a cohes ive  e x t e n s i o n  
o f  t h e  Main S t r e e t  s t r e e t s c a p e  up t h e  s t e e p  n o r t h e r n  s l o p e  o f  L ib r a ry  
P l a c e  a s  f a r  a s  T o w e r  P l a c e .  

North o f  L i b r a ry  P l a c e  t h e  w e s t  s i d e  o f  Main S t r e e t  c o n s i s t s  e n t i r e l y  o f  
commercial b u i l d i n g s .  The Treadwel l  Block a t  Nos. 266-268 Main S t r e e t ,  a 
t h r e e - s t o r y  b u i l d i n g ,  s t a n d s  o u t .  The b u i l d i n g ,  o f  a more massive s c a l e  
t han  i t s  ne ighbo r s ,  dominates  t h e  c e n t e r  of t h e  b lock .  (Photograph 30)  

A t  t h e  c o r n e r  o f  Main and E l m  S t r e e t s  i s  t h e  Danbury N e w s  Bu i l d ing ,  w i th  
i t s  d i s t i n g u i s h i n g  tower.  (Photograph 31 )  

E l m  S t r e e t ,  which i n c l u d e s  a mix o f  b u i l d i n g  t y p e s ,  forms t h e  nor thwes te rn  
boundary o f  t h e  d i s t r i c t .  (Pho tographs  32,  33)  The Hornig  Block a t  Nos. 
10-16 E l m  S t r e e t  i s  t h e  o n l y  b u i l d i n g  i n  t h e  d i s t r i c t  w i t h  a p r e s s e d  me ta l  
f acade .  A t  N o .  30 E l m  Street a Greek Rev iva l  house i s  s i t e d  on  a s l i g h t  
promontory,  above a row o f  s t o r e s  a t  s idewalk  l e v e l .  The house  i s  f u l l y  
pedimented w i t h  f r i e z e  and c o r n e r  p i l a s t e r s ,  t o g e t h e r  w i t h  a V i c t o r i a n  
f r o n t  porch.  The westernmost  b u i l d i n g  i n  t h e  d i s t r i c t  i s  t h e  former  
American Legion B u i l d i n g  a t  Nos. 36-52 E l m  S t r e e t .  (Photograph 33) I t s  
f a c a d e  is  o r i g i n a l ,  w i t h  a b u f f  b r i c k  e x t e r i o r ,  and unornamented c o n c r e t e  
c o r n i c e  and p a r a p e t  above.  F i v e  s t o r e f r o n t s  r e t a i n  t h e i r  o r i g i n a l  g l a s s  
b lock  transoms and a r e  surmounted by a con t i nuous  mod i l l i oned  s t o r e f r o n t  
c o r n i c e  o f  c o n c r e t e .  The b u i l d i n g ' s  second f l o o r  is  l i g h t e d  by f i v e  round- 
a r c h e d  windows f l a n k e d  by two r e c t a n g u l a r  windows on  t h e  second s t o r y .  
The former  l odge  h a l l  c o n t a i n s  a n  aud i to r ium and  t h e a t e r  on  t h e  second f l o o r .  
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Boughton S t  . 
6 1911,  I t a l i a n a t e ,  P h i l i p  Sunderland,  a r c h i t e c t .  

2 s t o r i e s ,  s t u c c o  o n  frame, s l a t e  h i p  r o o f ,  
ornamental  wooden b r a c k e t s .  O r i g i n a l l y  Humane 
Hose Co. No. 1 Fi rehouse ,  p r e s e n t l y  used f o r  
s t o r a g e  o f  v e h i c l e s  by Danbury P o l i c e  Department. C 1 

E l m  S t .  
10-16 1882,  I t a l i a n a t e  Commercial. Hornig Block: two 

s t o r i e s ,  p r e s s e d  meta l  o v e r  c lapboard;  low p i t c h ,  
composi t ion roo f .  Only p r e s s e d  meta l  s i d e d  
b u i l d i n g  i n  d i s t r i c t .  :'C 2 

18-24 1883,  I t a l i a n a t e  Commercial. P r a t t  Block: 
t h r e e  s t o r i e s ,  b r i c k  wi th  wooden c o r n i c e  and 
window heads  : low p i t c h  , composit ion roo f .  
Three s t o r e s  wi th  apar tments  on upper f l o o r s .  C 3 

1926,  1955, Modern commercial. One-story , 
aluminum s t o r e f r o n t s  - b r i c k ;  f l a t ,  composit ion 
roof . NC 4 

c. 1840,  Greek Reviva l .  Two s t o r i e s ,  g a b l e  roof  
f a c i n g  street. F u l l y  pedimented wi th  c o r n e r  
p i l a s t e r s  r i s i n g  t o  f r i e z e .  Clapboard. 
V i c t o r i a n  f r o n t  porch wi th  t u r n e d  columns and 
sc ro l lwork .  Roof o f  No. 26 E l m  beg ins  a t  bottom 
o f  po rch ,  below t h i s  b u i l d i n g  and n o t  i n  f r o n t  
o f  it. C 5 

1927, former Americo Vespucci ,  American Legion 
 all-y ~ o d e r n / ~ o l o n i a l  Reviva l ,  P h i l i p  Sunder land,  
a r c h i t e c t .  Roman bu f f  b r i c k  wi th  c o n c r e t e  
modi l l ioned  c o r n i c e  and p a r a p e t  above. Expanses 
o f  w a l l  s u r f a c e  w i th  l a r g e ,  round a rched  windows 
are c h a r a c t e r i s t i c  o f  Sunder land ' s  work. S i x  
s t o r e f r o n t s ,  l odge  h a l l  and aud i to r ium i n  upper 
f l o o r s  . Concrete  modi l l ioned  s t o r e f r o n t  c o r n i c e  
and o r i g i n a l  g l a s s  b lock  transoms. C 6 

I v e s  S t .  
1 1893,  Rornanesque Rev iva l ,  William Webb Sunder land,  

a r c h i t e c t  . Br ick  w i t h  brownstone l i n t e l s ,  ground 
f l o o r .  F l a t ,  composi t i o n  r o o f ,  t h r e e  s t o r i e s  . 
Segmental a r c h  second f l o o r  o f  f acade ,  t h i r d  story 
f e a t u r e s  a r c a d e  formed o f  c o r b e l l e d  round a r ches .  
hilt and s t i l l  i n  con t inuous  u s e  a s  m e a t  warehouse. c 7 
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S t r e e t  and N o .  
I v e s  S t r e e t  c o n t i n u e d  
2-4 1895,  I t a l i a n a t e ,  J o e l  F o s t e r ,  a r c h i t e c t .  

T h r e e - s t o r i e s  , b r i c k  w i t h  i r o n  c o r n i c e s ,  
brownstone s i l l s  and l i n t e l s .  
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C o n t r i b u t i o n  to 
H i s t o r i c  and/or  
A r c h i t e c t u r a l  Themes 

M a p I d .  No. - -- 

5- 7 1883-84, Cueen Anne, J o e l  F o s t e r ,  a r c h i t e c t .  
Used as  F i r e  Department Headquar te r s  1889-1969. 
Two-s to r i e s ,  b r i c k ,  s l a t e  r o o f .  F i r s t  f l o o r  
w a s  u sed  f o r  v e h i c l e  s t o r a g e ,  w i t h  a o n e - s t o r y  
s t a b l e  a d d i t i o n  t o  t h e  r e a r ,  and  a second  a d d i -  
t i o n  b u i l t  f o r  a  b a t t e r y  room. Second f l o o r  
o r i g i n a l l y  w e r e  p a r l o r s  f o r  v o l u n t e e r  f i r e  
companies,  l a t e r  c o n v e r t e d  to s l e e p i n g  q u a r t e r s .  C 9  

8-10 1/2 1895,  I t a l i a n a t e ,  J o e l  F o s t e r ,  a r c h i t e c t .  Two- 
s t o r i e s ,  b r i c k ,  i r o n  c o r n i c e s ,  brownstone l i n t e l s  
and s i l ls ;  f l a t ,  compos i t ion  r o o f .  C 1 0  

11 1943,  Modern, s teel  and g l a s s  on  c o n c r e t e  b l o c k  
f o u n d a t i o n .  One-story p a i n t  warehouse. NC 11 

I v e s  a t  
R a i l r o a d  P l a c e  

c. 1940,  Modern. One-s tory ,  b r i c k ;  f l a t  composi- 
t i o n  r o o f .  T i r e  d e a l e r s h i p .  NC 12 

I v e s  and 
Delay S t .  1955,  Modern. D i n e r  w i t h  c o r r u g a t e d  m e t a l  

s i d i n g .  One-s tory ,  f l a t  compos i t ion  r o o f .  NC 1 3  

K e e l e r  S t .  
7-13 1882,  1896,  I t a l i a n a t e ,  Joel F o s t e r ,  a r c h i t e c t .  

Connected w i t h  N o s .  141-147 Main S t r e e t  ( K e e l e r  
Block)  by one-s to ry  a d d i t i o n ,  b u t  o r i g i n a l l y  
f r e e - s t a n d i n g .  B r i c k ,  t w o - s t o r i e s ,  c o r b e l l e d  
b r i c k  window hoods match t h o s e  o f  NOS. 141-147 
Main S t r e e t .  F i v e  s t o r e s  w i t h  a p a r t m e n t s  above.  C 1 4  
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1940, Modern. One-story b r i c k  t i r e  
d e a l e r s h i p  and l a u n d e r e t t e .  NC 1 5  

28-32 1922, Dutch Co lon ia l  Revival .  O r i g i n a l l y  
Moose Lodge H a l l  No. 1373: b r i c k  with shaped 
gab le .  Two-story , three-bay wide a d d i t i o n  t o  
e a s t .  C 

1890, Queen Anne. Three - s to r i e s ,  b r i c k  wi th  
s l a t e ,  g a b l e  r o o f ,  brownstone l i n t e l s ,  sills and 
s t r i n g c o u r s e s .  Conical  tower occup ie s  c e n t e r  
bays.  Tenement. P r o j e c t i n g  bays.  C 

40-46 c. 1896,  Queen Anne. ~ h r e e - s t o r i e s ,  b r i c k  wi th  
aluminum s i d i n g ;  f l a t ,  t i n  roo f .  P r o j e c t i n g  end 
bays w i th  gab le  r o o f s  f a c i n g  street.  Tenement. C 

i. Library  P l ace  
5-1 5 1891. V i c t o r i a n  Commercial, J o e l  F o s t e r ,  

a r c h i t e c t .  S e i f e r t  Armory: b r i c k  wi th  brown- 
s t o n e  l i n t e l s ,  s i l ls  and a r c h e s ,  i r o n  co rn i ce ;  
low p i t c h ,  composit ion roo f .  F ive  s t o r e s ,  western- 
most o f  which h a s  Ca r ra ra  g l a s s  s t o r e f r o n t .  
O r i g i n a l  tower p r o j e c t i n g  upward above main 
e n t r a n c e  bay i s  miss ing.  Third  f l o o r  i s  a former 
armory, now apar tments .  C 

1892, Romanesque Reviva l ,  J o e l  F o s t e r ,  a r c h i t e c t .  
Th ree - s to r i e s  , b r i c k  wi th  brownstone l i n t e l s ,  
i r o n  c o r n i c e .  Three a t t a c h e d  apar tments ,  w i th  
f i r s t  f l o o r  bay window, second s t o r y  round a r c h e s ,  
b r acke t ed  co rn i ce .  C 

Main S t r e e t  
34 c. 1790,  ~ e o r g i a n .  Two-stories, aluminum s i d e d  

wi th  ground f l o o r  b r i c k  veneer s t o r e f r o n t  . Gable,  
a s p h a l t  s h i n g l e d  r o o f .  C 

36 c. 1830,  Greek Reviva l  Commercial. Br ick ,  g a b l e  
end - to - s t r ee t ,  a spha l t - sh ing led  gab le  r o o f ,  r e a r  
a d d i t i o n ,  wood sh ing led .  Fan i n  gab le .  C 

i 
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40 c. 1790, Georgian. Two-stories, aluminum 
s i d e d  and facade  remodelled. Asphal t  sh ing led  
r o o f ,  f i e l d s t o n e  foundat ion.  NC 23 

42 1832, Greek Revival .  Two-stories,  aluminum 
s i d e d ,  a s p h a l t  sh ing led  gab le  r o o f .  F u l l  pedi-  
ment w i th  d e n t i l  t r i m ,  f a n  i n  tympanum, f r o n t  

R doorway with  reeded columns, f a n l i g h t  and 
s i d e l i g h t s .  

43 1785, Georgian. John and Mary Rider  House: 
two-s tor ies ,  c lapboard ,  wood s h i n g l e d  gab le  
roo f .  P a r t  o f  Scott-Fanton Museum. Restored 
i n t e r i o r .  L i s t e d  on Nat iona l  R e g i s t e r .  C 26 

43 r e a r  1790 Georgian,  John Dodd Shop: one and one-half 
s t o r i e s ,  wood-shingled gab le  r o o f ,  c lapboard.  

I E a r l i e s t  shop b u i l d i n g  on Main S t r e e t .  Moved 
from o r i g i n a l  si te.  P a r t  o f  Scott-Fanton Museum. C 2'6 

46 c. 1912, Co lon ia l  Revival .  Two-stories,  s tucco ;  
h i p ,  a s p h a l t  s h i n g l e d  roof .  C 2.7 

f 47 c. 1805, Georgian. Two-stories , wood sh ing led ,  
gab le  roof  wi th  a s p h a l t  s h i n g l e s .  C 2 8 

48 c. 1780, Georgian,  V ic to r i an  remodel l ing.  Two- 
s t o r i e s ,  aluminum s i d i n g ,  gab le  r o o f ,  a s p h a l t  
s h i n g l e s .  C 29 

49 c. 1815, Fede ra l  elements.  O r i g i n a l l y  home and 
shop of  a  shoemaker: two s t o r i e s ,  wood s h i n g l e s ,  
g a b l e  r o o f ,  a s p h a l t  s h i n g l e s .  Rear a d d i t i o n  shop. C 3.0 

1961, Modern; b r i c k ,  f l a t  roo f .  O f f i c e  bu i ld ing .  NC 3 1  

1870, 1928, I t a l i a n a t e ,  Colonia l  Revival .  Two 
s t o r i e s ,  aluminum s i d i n g ,  gab le  r o o f ,  a s p h a l t  
s h i n g l e s .  V i c t o r i a n  porch wi th  sc ro l lwork  t r i m .  C 3  2  

1959, Modern, Br ick ,  mansard s h i n g l e  roof .  
Res t au ran t .  
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59 c. 1795, Georaian,  Blackman House: Map I d  -- No. 

two-s t o r i e s  , wood- s h i n g l e s ,  g a b l e  r o o f ,  
a s p h a l t  s h i n g l e s .  Fan l igh t  and s i d e l i g h t s .  
Co lon ia l  Revival  f r o n t  porch. C 34 

63 1949, Ceramic f r o n t  gas  s t a t i o n ,  Modern. 6fC 35 

64 1925, Co lon ia l  Revival .  Two-stories , aluminum 
s i d e d  b r i c k  veneer  on f i r s t  f l o o r .  Brick s t o r e -  
f r o n t  on n o r t h  s i d e .  C 36' 

65  c, 1804, Georgian, Two-stories, wood s h i n g l e d ,  
gab le  r o o f ,  a s p h a l t  s h i n g l e s ,  O r i g i n a l  window 
frames,  V i c t o r i a n  f r o n t  and s i d e  p o r t i c o e s .  C 37. 

67 19 26, ' 19 58 add i  t ion-second s t o r y .  TWO-s t o r i e s  , 
b r i c k  wi th  f l a t ,  composit ion roo f .  O r i g i n a l l y  
an  automobile showroom, NC 38 

68 1836, Greek Reviva l ,  Old Saddle f a c t o r y :  
o r i g i n a l l y  a saddle and harness  f a c t o r y ,  con- 
v e r t e d  t o  tenement and l a t e r  t o  o f f i c e s ,  Two- 
s t o r i e s ,  wood s h i n g l e ,  gab le  roof .  C 

1953, Modern, Stucco on b r i c k ,  one-story;  f l a t ,  
composit ion r o o f ,  NC 

1899, Beaux A r t s ,  Warren Briggs ,  a r c h i t e c t .  
F a i r f  i e l d  County Courthouse: two-s tor ies ,  buf f  
b r i c k  wi th  Bedford sandstone coping and t r i m ,  
Copper dome, I n t e r i o r  oak,  o r i g i n a l ,  C 

1968, Modern, One-s t o r y ,  cement block and 
plate g l a s s ;  used  c a r  l o t  o f f i c e .  NC 

1872, Second Empire, J o e l  F o s t e r ,  a r c h i t e c t .  
Former F a i r f i e l d  County J a i l :  Br ick ,  two- 
s t o r i e s ,  s la te  mansard roo f ,  Tower wi th  cor -  
b e l l e d  ornament, ce l l  block wings p r o j e c t i n g  t o  
sou th  and w e s t ,  C 

1881, Modern, Three-s tor ies ,  s t u c c o  on b r i c k ,  
f l a t  , composi t i o n  r o o f ,  O r i g i n a l l y  a wooden, 
gab le  roo fed  commercial b u i l d i n g ,  complete ly  
remodelled du r ing  t h e  19 20s. NC 
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- 
1895, Renaissance Reviva l ,  S t .  Peter 's  
Convent: t h r e e - s t o r i e s  , b r i c k  wi th  brown- 
s t o n e  t r i m ,  g r a n i t e  foundat ion.  Copper h i p  
roo f .  Wooden porch on sou th  e l e v a t i o n  wi th  
s c ro l lwork ,  round a rched  a rcade .  C 45 

1929, Modern, One-story , b r i c k ;  f l a t ,  compo- 
s i t i o n  r o o f .  O r i g i n a l l y  automobile d e a l e r s h i p ,  
complete ly  remodelled.  NC 46 

c. 1840s,  1950s.  Old b u i l d i n g  inco rpo ra t ed  i n t o  
new s t r u c t u r e .  Two-stories; Modern, b r i c k ,  alum- 
inum s i d i n g ;  f l a t ,  composition roo f .  NC 43 

1842,  remodelled.  Two-stories, aluminum s i d i n g ;  
g a b l e ,  a s p h a l t  s h i n g l e d  and f l a t ,  composit ion 
roo f .  Old s t r u c t u r e  wi th  f a l s e  f r o n t  a p p l i e d ,  
i n t e r i o r  conver ted  t o  bakery.  NC 4 8  

1885, I t a l i a n a t e ,  S t .  Peter 's  School: t h r e e -  
s t o r i e s ,  b r i c k  wi th  g r a n i t e  founda t ion  and coping: 
f l a t ,  composi t ion roof  wi th  wide eaves .  B e l l  
t o w e r  p r o j e c t s  from symmetrical  facade .  Three- 
s t o r y ,  1909 a d d i t i o n  t o  r e a r .  C 

101-103 c. 1830,  Greek Reviva l ,  wood sh ing led :  g a b l e ,  
r o l l  a s p h a l t  r o o f .  Q u a r t e r  f a n s  a t  gab le  
c o r n e r s ,  l u n e t t e  w i th  keystone i n  gab le .  B u i l t  
a s  double  house and con t inues  i n  same use .  C 

104 1891,  Richardsonian Romanesque, Wal ter  S t i c k e l s ,  
a r c h i t e c t .  S t .  Peter 's  Rectory: b r i c k ,  molded 
b r i c k ,  t h r e e - s t o r i e s  , g r a n i t e  founda t ion  and 
coping.  Twin o c t a g o n a l  towers u n i t e d  by massive 
round a rched  f r o n t  e n t r y  wi th  balcony above. 
mwers have mod i l l i ons  i n  wood, r o o f s  a r e  s l a t e .  
Th ree - s to r i e s  . C 

105-107 c. 1840, Federa l .  Double house conve r t ed  i n t o  
o f f  ices. Two-s t o r i e s  , wood s h i n g l e s ,  G a b l e ,  
a s p h a l t  s h i n g l e s ,  V i c t o r i a n  era porch,  C 
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Main S t r e e t  Continued Map 1d. NO. - 
109 c . 1890, V ic to r i an  commercial, One-story 

b r i c k  b u i l d i n g ,  with  h igh ,  p r o j e c t i n g  i r o n  
co rn ice .  F l a t ,  composition roof .  Facade 
remodelled. C 53. 

111-113 1890, V i c t o r i a n  Commercial, Walter S t i c k e l s ,  
a r c h i t e c t .  Marshal l  Building: t h r e e - s t o r i e s ,  
b r i c k  wi th  brownstone t r i m .  F l a t ,  composition 
roof .  

c. 1916, Colonia l  Revival .  Two-stories, s tucco  
on b r i c k ,  gab le  roof with c o r n i c e  r e t u r n s ,  
a s p h a l t  s h i n g l e s .  C 5 5 

1869-1875, Gothic Reviva l ,  S t .  P e t e r ' s  Church: 
c o a r s e  g r a n i t e ,  s l a t e  r o o f ,  gab le ,  s t a i n e d  g l a s s  
windows. C 56 

1970, Contemporary. Po l i ce  S t a t i o n :  one-s t o r y ,  
conc re t e .  NC 9. 

1922, Modern. Aluminum facade ove r  b r i c k ,  One- 
s t o r y ;  f l a t ,  composition roof .  Automobile dea le r -  
s h i p ,  s t i l l  used f o r  au to  d i sp lay .  C 

1929, Modernis t ic ,  William E. Lehman, a r c h i t e c t .  
Sea r s  Department S tore :  two-stor ies  , b r i c k ,  
c o n c r e t e  c o r n i c e  and t r i m ,  l a r g e  g l a s s  b lock  
windows second s t o r y  and i n  transoms over  s t o r e -  
f r o n t .  Concrete  s t o r e f  r o n t  c o r n i c e  with  lozenge 
des ign ,  O r i g i n a l l y  b u i l t  a s  Sea r s  Department 
S t o r e  and s t i l l  used f o r  o r i g i n a l  purpose. C '59 

1919, remodelled 1930, 19 50. Modern one-story 
b r i c k  a u t o  dea le r sh ip .  NC B;) 

1938, Commercial. o r i g i n a l l y  a supermarket,  
One-story , b r i c k ;  f l a t ,  composition r o o f ,  NC 61 

1912, remodelled 1949. Modern. Two-s t o r y  
b r i c k  f u r n i t u r e  s to re ,  NC 62 
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Main S t r e e t  con t inued  
137-139 1931,  Modern is t i c ,  A r t  Deco e lements .  One- 

s t o r y ,  c o n c r e t e ,  commercial bu i ld ing :  f l a t ,  
composit ion roo f .  Four s t o r e f r o n t s  , s e p a r a t e d  
by f l u t e d  p i e r s ,  wi th  g l a s s  b r i c k  transom 
p a n e l s  and a f r i e z e  f e a t u r i n g  a lozenge des ign .  C 63 

19 , Modern. Br i ck ,  one-s to ry ,  F l a t ,  composi- 
t i o n  roo f .  Formerly gas  s t a t i o n  now vacant .  NC 64 

1907,  I t a l i a n a t e  commercial. Two-stories,  b r i c k ;  
f l a t ,  composi t ion roo f .  Segmental ly a r ched  
windows, brickwork pane l  below co rn i ce .  Dedica- 
t i o n  s t o n e  i n  c e n t e r  o f  f acade  i n s c r i b e d  i n  
Eng l i sh  and Arab ic  l e t t e r i n g .  C 65 

143-147 1882, I t a l i a n a t e  Commercial, Keeler Block: b r i c k ,  
f o u r  s t o r i e s .  Three s t o r e f r o n t s .  Corn ice  miss ing.  

I F l a t ,  composi t ion roof .  C 66 

149-151 1882, I t a l i a n a t e  Commercial. Br ick ,  t h r e e - s t o r i e s ,  
w i th  b racke t ed  wooden c o r n i c e ,  eyebrow window hoods .; 
o f  c o r b e l l e d  b r i c k ,  F l a t ,  composit ion roo f .  C 6 7, 

5 153-157 1864,  I t a l i a n a t e  Commercial, G r i f  f i n g  Block: 
t h r e e - s t o r i e s ,  b r i c k  wi th  b racke t ed  wooden c o r n i c e ,  
molded window sur rounds ,  F l a t ,  composi t ion roo f .  C 68 

158  1958,  Co lon ia l .  Danbury Savings & Loan: two- 
s t o r i e s ,  f l a t  r o o f ,  b r i c k  w i th  marble t r i m .  NC 69 

161-169 1926, 1928. Georgian Reviva l ,  P h i l i p  Sunder land,  
a r c h i t e c t ,  Martha A p a r t m e n t s / ~ a l a n c e  Theater :  
f i v e - s t o r i e s ,  b r i c k  wi th  c o n c r e t e  c o r n i c e , f a c a d e s ,  
F l a t ,  composi t ion r o o f ,  3 ,000 s e a t  t h e a t e r .  C 70 

1969,  Modern. William Webb Sunder land,  a r c h i t e c t ,  
Danbury Libra ry :  Br i ck  w i t h  marble columns, f l a t  
r o o f ,  NC 71  

173-175 1882,  I t a l i a n a t e  Commercial, Hawley Block: th ree-  
s t o r i e s ,  b r i c k  w i t h  wooden c o r n i c e  and window 
hoods,  F l a t ,  composit ion r o o f ,  C 7 2 



NPS Form 10800.. 
OK) 

OMB NO. 1024-0018 
ELP. (0-3-84 

x 

United States Department of the Interior 
National Park Service 

National Register of Historic Places 
Inventory-Nomination Form 

Main S t r e e t  H i s t o r i c  D i s t r i c t  
Continuation sheetDanbury, Connec t icu t  Item number 7 Page 1 8  

c o n t r i b u t i o n  t o  
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S t r e e t  and NO. ~ r c h i  tec t u r a l  Themes 
Main S t r e e t  Continued Map Id .  -- No. 
177-179 1884,  I t a l i a n a t e  Commercial, J o e l  F o s t e r ,  

a r c h i t e c t .  Bernd Block: t h r e e - s t o r i e s ,  b r i c k ;  
f l a t ,  composit ion roo f .  Metal c o r n i c e  removed 
a f t e r  s e v e r e  f i r e  damage, 1981 C 7 3 

181-185 1907, 1908, Beaux A r t s ,  Meloy & Beckwith, 
a r c h i t e c t .  H u l l  Building:  b r i c k ,  th ree-s  t o r i e s  . 

F 

t F l a t  , composit ion roo f .  C 74. 

S o l d i e r s '  1878, Carpente r  & Raymond, Dayton, Ohio: I t a l i a n  
Monument Marble f i g u r e  o f  C i v i l  War s o l d i e r  a t o p  1 2 '  

g r a n i t e  column wreathed with  t h e  names o f  b a t t l e s .  C 7 5 

190-196 1924, Commercial, Neo-Classical elements.  
Pe r sh ing  Bui lding:  b r i c k ,  t h r e e - s t o r i e s  r i s i n g  t o  
a f r i e z e ,  c o r n i c e  and pa rape t  w i t h  pediments a t  
c o r n e r s  and i n  c e n t e r  o f  sou th  e l e v a t i o n ;  f l a t ,  
composi t ion roo f .  C 

191-193 1852,  Greek R e v i v a l / ~ t a l i a n a t e ,  P o l l e y  & Raymond, 
b u i l d e r s .  Benedict  & Nichols  Building:  b r i c k ,  
t h r e e - s t o r i e s .  Low p i t c h  h i p  r o o f ,  r o l l  a s p h a l t .  
Modi l l ioned wooden c o r n i c e  and f a s c i a  removed 
d u r i n g  roof  r e p a i r  1981 b u t  saved and cou ld  b e  
r e s t o r e d .  C 

195-197 1863, Greek R e v i v a l / ~ t a l i a n a t e ,  Stucco o v e r  
b r i c k .  Modernized mid-nineteenth c e n t u r y  com- 
merc i a l  b u i l d i n g .  May n o t  be r e s t o r e a b l e .  
O r i g i n a l l y  had two f acades  - No. 195 matched 
ne ighbor ing  b u i l d i n g  Nos. 191-193, wh i l e  No. 197 
had round a rched  windows i n  upper stories, 
b racke t ed  c o r n i c e ,  was more c l e a r l y  I t a l i a n a t e .  
Gable r o o f ,  r o l l  a s p h a l t ,  th ree-s  t o r i e s  . NC 78 

198-204 1962,  C o l o n i a l  Reviva l ,  I v e s  Manor: four-s  t o r i e s ,  
b r i c k .  F l a t  , composit ion roof .  O r i g i n a l l y  motor 

NC i n n ,  now Sen io r  c i t i z e n s  housing. . .79 

199-201 1937,  Modernis t ic .  McCroryls: Limestone f acade  
wi th  marble veneer  base. F l a t ,  composi t ion r o o f ,  
t w o - s  t o r i e s  . NC 80 - 
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Main S t r e e t  Continued Map Id .  No. 
203-205 1884, I t a l i a n a t e  Commercial o r i g i n a l l y ,  

marble veneer .  Remodelled 197 5. NC a& 

207 1867, o r i g i n a l l y  I t a l i a n a t e  Commercial. 
Three-s toar ies ,  marble veneer ,  T o t a l l y  g u t t e d  
and remodelled 1973. Not r e s t o r a b l e .  

206-210 1866, 1924,  Beaux A r t s ,  P h i l i p  Sunderland,  
a r c h i t e c t .  Union T r u s t  Bank: t h r e e - s t o r i e s ,  
l imestone:  f l a t ,  composit ion r o o f .  Incorpo- ,, 

r a t e s  1866 bank b u i l d i n g ,  t o  sou th .  C 8.3 

209-211 1867, I t a l i a n a t e .  Th ree - s to r i e s ,  b r i c k  wi th  
wooden window hoods. F l a t  , composit ion r o o f ,  
c o r n i c e  miss ing .  S t o r e f r o n t  remodelled,  C 84  

213 1911, Commercial, P h i l i p  Sunde r l and , a rch i t ec t .  
Br ick ,  two-s tor ies ;  f l a t ,  composit ion r o o f .  C 8 5  

215 1924, Neo-Classical  e lements ,  p h i l i p  Sunderland,  
a r c h i t e c t ,  Two-story department s t o r e  b u i l t  f o r  
same purpose,  Limestone, Greek f re twork  f r i e z e  
below c o r n i c e  and p a r a p e t ,  F l a t ,  composit ion roo f .  C 8 6 

220-224 1908, Beaux A r t s ,  P h i l i p  Sunde r l and , a rch i t ec t .  
Savings Bank o f  Danbury : two-s t o r i e s  , l i m e s  tone:  
f l a t ,  composit ion r o o f .  Bronze door s ,  o r i g i n a l  
oak f u r n i t u r e ,  p a n e l l i n g  and coun te r s .  C 8'7 

221-223 1868, I t a l i a n a t e  Commercial, Th ree - s to r i e s ,  
b r i c k ,  F l a t ,  composit ion r o o f ,  Facade covered 
wi th  g u n n i t e ,  Pane l l ed  wooden f r i e z e ,  b r acke t ed  
co rn i ce .  C 818 

226-228 1886-1887, Su l l ivanesque ,  Union Savings Bank: 
f i v e  bays w i d e  and f i v e  deep, b r i c k  wi th  t e r r a  
c o t t a  t i l e  and p r e s s e d  b r i c k  facadeii th ree-  
s t o r i e s ,  f l a t ,  composit ion r o o f ,  Facade rises t o  
a f r i e z e  and wide eaves ,  c o r n i c e ,  Upper s t o r i e s  
c o n t a i n  o f f i c e s  . C 89 

229 1/2- 1965-66, Contemporary. One-story commercial 
239 b u i l d i n g ;  f l a t ,  composit ion roo f .  NC 9 .O 
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S t r e e t  and NO. Arch i t ec tu ra l  Themes 
Main S t r e e t  continued Map 1d;No. 
234 1912-1913, Neo-classical .  city Trust  Bank: 

t h r e e - s t o r i e s  , b r i c k  s i d e s  and Gear, marble 
facade,  bronze doors ,  F l a t ,  composition roof .  ' 
Remodelled 1929-31, Morgan, French & Co. 
a r c h i t e c t s  . C 91 

1891-1892, Vic tor ian  Commercial, J o e l  Fos te r ,  
a r c h i t e c t .  Darragan Building: f o u r - s t o r i e s ,  
b r i c k  with t e r r a  c o t t a  t i l e  i n  a rches ,  i r o n  
corn ice ,  pressed  b r i c k  facade. S t o r e f r o n t  and 
i n t e r i o r  l a r g e l y  unal te red ,  C 

240-242 1891-1892, Richardsonian Romanesque Commercial, 
Leoni W. Robinson, a r c h i t e c t .  Larue Building: 
f o u r - s t o r i e s ,  seven bays wide, b r i c k  with brown- 
s tone  l i n t e l s  and si l ls ,  F l a t ,  composition roof .  C 

241-251 1938, Modernistic.  Woolworth Building: two- 
s t o r i e s ,  f i v e  bays wide; b r i c k  with porce la in  
f i n i s h ,  t e r r a  c o t t a  t i l e  facade,  b lack  g r a n i t e  
s t o r e f r o n t  base and ash  t r i m ;  f l a t ,  composition 
roof .  Outstanding example of A r t  Deco design i n  
d i s t r i c t ,  l a r g e l y  unal te red ,  NC 94 

244-246 1855, 1891, 1965, Modern facade, Or ig ina l  
bu i ld ing  cont ruc ted  1855 a s  Danbury National  
Bank, Henry Aust in,  a r c h i t e c t .  Enlarged t o  
t h r e e - s t o r i e s  and completely remodelled 1891 by 
Fos te r  Brothers ,  Zoel - 'Foster, a r c h i t e c t .  Present  
metal  facade app l i ed  c,  1965. 1891 facade may 
s t i l l  e x i s t  beneath t h e  metal facade. Three- 
s t o r i e s ,  b r i c k  with bronzed metal  facade; f l a t ,  
composition roof .  NC 9.5 

248 1887-1888, Richardsonian Romanesque, Warren Briggs,  
a r c h i t e c t .  Thomas S e t t l e  Building: o r i g i n a l l y  
t h r e e - s t o r i e s  , r u s t i c a t e d  brownstone, f l a t  , compo- 
s i t i o n  roof .  I n t e r i o r  i s  l a r g e l y  una l t e red .  Gables 
and o r i g i n a l  roof removed a f t e r  ex tens ive  damage i n  
1973 f i r e ,  B u i l t  a s  Danbury National  Bank. C 96 

253-255 1876, I t a l i a n a t e ,  Crofut  Block: t h r e e - s t o r i e s  , 
b r i c k ,  with wooden window hoods; t h i r d  s t o r y ,  
wooden corn ice ,  Three-stor ies ,  b r i c k ,  s i x  bays 
wide; f l a t ,  cornpositton roof ,  Corner quoins and 
pedimented window hoods, together  with pressed  
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Main S t r e e t  Continued A r c h i t e c t u r a l  Themes 
253-255 continued: , 

t i n  c e i l i n g  i n  s t o r e  o f  No. 255 make t h i s  Map Id.  N o .  

a good su rv iv ing  example o f    tali an ate 
Commercial i n  t h e  d i s t r i c t .  Under s e p a r a t e  
ownership s i n c e  h e i r s  o f  o r i g i n a l  owners 
s o l d  o u t  i n  1890s. C 97 

1876-1878, High Vic to r i an  Gothic ,  Lorenzo 
Wheeler, a r c h i t e c t .  Danbury Library ,  f inanced 
by Alexander Moss White, h e i r  and p a r t n e r  i n  
wealthy h a t t e r s 1  f u r  process ing  family:  two- 
s t o r i e s ,  gab le ,  s l a t e  r o o f ,  fou r  bays wide and 
t h r e e  deep. Lantern removed, o therwise  l a r g e l y  
u n a l t e r e d  e x t e r i o r  and i n t e r i o r .  Pressed b r i c k  
with  polychromatic sands tone t r i m .  C 

1857, 1981. Modern. Remodelled o l d e r  b u i l d i n g ,  
t o  t a l l y  g u t t e d  and remodelled 1981. Three-s tor ies ,  
b r i c k  w a l l s  and amber mi r ro r  g l a s s  facade.  NC 

1876, I t a l i a n a t e .  B u i l t  a s  Pos t  Of f i ce ;  th ree-  
s t o r i e s ,  b r i ck :  f l a t ,  composition roof .  Cornice 
missing. Corbe l led  b r i c k  window hoods. C 

1915, I t a l i a n a t e ,  Br ick ,  th ree-s tor ies f i  f l a t ,  
composit ion roof .  Constructed t o  resemble an 
e a r l i e r  frame b u i l d i n g  on t h e  si te.  I n t e r i o r  
l a r g e l y  una l t e red .  C 

1879, I t a l i a n a t e  Commercial. "Wildman's Hall ."  
Three-s tor ies ,  b r i c k ;  5 l a t ,  composition r o o f ,  
f i v e  bays wide, t h r e e  bays deep. Pub l i c  h a l l  
o r i g i a n l l y  on t h i r d  f l o o r .  Corbe l led  b r i c k  
window hoods. C 

261 1915, Modern Commercial, P h i l i p  Sunderland, 
a r c h i t e c t .  Brick; f l a t ,  composition roo f ,  
hollow c l a y  t i l e  foundat ion.  C 

264 1885, I t a l i a n a t e .  Three-story commercial 
b u i l d i n g ,  b r i c k ;  t h r e e  bays wide; f l a t ,  com- 
p o s i t i o n  roof .  I n t e r i o r  l a r g e l y  una l t e red .  C 

265 1915-1916, Georgian Revival ,  Oscar Wenderoth, 
a r c h i t e c t ,  Pos t  Of f i ce :  two-stor ies  , b r i c k  with  
l imestone t r i m ,  marble and s t a i n e d  oak used i n  ( 

i n t e r i o r .  i '  C 
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S t r e e t  and No. A r c h i t e c t u r a l  Themes 
Main S t r e e t  con t inued  Map I d .  -- No. 
266-268 1885,  Romanesque Commercial, Treadwell  

Block; four - s  t o r i e s  , b r i c k  wi th  browns tone ,  
b l u e s t o n e  and t e r r a  c o t t a  t r i m  and c o r n i c e .  
F l a t ,  composi t ion roo f .  C 106 

270 1885,  I t a l i a n a t e ,  B a l l  Block: t h r e e - s t o r i e s  , 
b r i c k ;  f l a t ,  composit ion roo f .  Bracketed 
wooden c o r n i c e .  C 107 

272 1914-1915, C o l o n i a l  Reviva l  i n f l u e n c e ,  
C h i a r e l l a  Block,  commercial b u i l d i n g ,  Ann 
Apartments: t h r e e - s t o r i e s  , b r i c k  wi th  l i m e -  
s t o n e  t r i m .  Two s t o r e s  wi th  apar tments  
above. F l a t ,  composit ion roo f .  C 108 

274 1908,  Commercial, C h r i s t i a n  Sc ience  Readina 
d 

Room: one - s to ry ,  c i n d e r  block:  f l a t ,  composi- 
t i o n  roo f .  Small  commercial b u i l d i n g ,  o r i g i n -  
a l l y  a.ma.rkek,  complete ly  remodelled.  NC 109 

275-277 1891,  I t a l i a n a t e  Commercial. T h r e e - s t o r i e s ,  
b r i c k  w i th  r e c e n t  v i n y l  and aluminum facade  
a p p l i e d .  F l a t ,  composit ion r o o f .  O r i g i n a l  
f a c a d e  i n t a c t  benea th  metal  e x t e r i o r .  B u i l t  
a s  Groveland Hote l .  C 

276 1884,  I t a l i a n a t e ,  Barnum Block: t h r ee - s  t o r i e s  , 
t h r e e  bays  wide, b r i c k ;  f l a t ,  composit ion roo f .  
Pedimented and f l a t  wooden window heads ,  brack- 
eted wooden c o r n i c e .  C 111 

278 1961,  Modern, Two-stories,  c i n d e r  b l o c k  and 
b r i ck :  f l a t  , composi t i o n  r o o f ,  NC 112 

279-283 1853,  Greek Rev iva l ,  Tudor, Modern. Commercial 
b u i l d i n g  i n  t h r e e  s e c t i o n s  s o l d  by h e i r s  o f  
o r i g i n a l  owner t o  t h r e e  d i f f e r e n t  p a r t i e s  and h a s  
d T f f e r e n t  f acade  t r ea tmen t s .  
NO, 279 r a i s e d  one  s t o r y ,  
NO, 281 and  No. 279 covered by me ta l  and s t u c c o  
a g g r e g a t e  f a c a d e  on ground f l o o r ,  F l a t ,  composi- 
t i o n  r o o f ,  O r i g i n a l  facade  b e l i e v e d  i n t a c t  beneath .  
No, 283 remodel led i n  Tudor s t y l e ,  C 113 
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Con t r ibu t ion  t o  
S t r e e t  and NO. H i s t o r i c  and/or 
Main S t r e e t  Continued A r c h i t e c t u r a l  Themes - 
282-286 1853, 1882, 1930,  Modernis t ic .  Map 1d.  NO. 

O r i g i n a l l y  a sma l l  dwel l ing ,  p rog res s ive ly  
modernized i n t o  a commercial b u i l d i n g  i n  
1882, Modern is t i c  facade  a d d i t i o n  1930. Two 
and t h r e e - s t o r i e s  , b r i c k ,  conc re t e ;  f l a t ,  
composit ion roo f .  C 114 

27 5-287 1859, 1941, 1978. Commercial. One-story , 
b r i c k ;  f l a t ,  composit ion roo f .  O r i g i n a l l y  f i v e -  
s t o r y  I t a l i a n a t e  commercial b u i l d i n g ,  upper 
s t o r i e s  burned 1940. Modernized facade  a p p l i e d  
1978. NC 

288 1873, 1893. Queen Anne Commercial, P h i l i p  
Sunderland,  a r c h i t e c t .  Danbury N e w s  Building:  
t h r e e - s t o r i e s  , b r i c k ;  f l a t ,  composit ion roo f .  C 

1976,  Modern, One-story, s tucco  and a g g r e g a t e  
on c o n c r e t e  b lock .  F l a t ,  composition roo f .  NC 

290-292 1883, V i c t o r i a n  Commercial. Two-stories , t h r e e  
bays  wide, b r i c k  wi th  metal  c o r n i c e ,  aluminum 
s i d e d .  F l a t ,  composit ion roo f .  C 

P o s t  O f f i c e  P l a c e  
3 ,1920, Modern is t i c ,  Co lon ia l  Revival  i n f luence .  

Auto r e p a i r  shop. One-story, b r i c k ;  f l a t ,  metal  
roo f .  U s e  o f  f a n l i g h t s ,  sugges t ion  o f  c o r n i c e  
and f r i e z e .  C 

W e s t  S t r e e t  
2-16 1937, Georgian Revival .  Two-stories,  b r i c k ;  

f l a t ,  composit ion roo f .  Off ice b u i l d i n g  wi th  
t h i r t e e n  o f f i c e s ,  f o u r  s t o r e f r o n t s .  RC 

17 1924, Commercial. Two-stories, b r i c k ;  f l a t ,  
composi t i o n  r o o f .  Contemporaneous wi th  and 
complementary to i t s  ne ighbor ,  t h e  Persh ing  
Bui ld ing  a t  190-196 Main. C 

18-20 1911,  I t a l i a n a t e ,  P h i l i p  Sunde r l and , a rch i t ec t .  
O r i g i n a l l y  Odd Fellows Hal l :  two-s tor ies ,  s t ucco  
on frame; f l a t ,  composition roo f .  I n t e r i o r  m i l l  
c o n s t r u c t i o n  . C 
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Contr ibut ion t o  
H i s t o r i c  and/or 

S t r e e t  and No. 
W e s t  Street cont inued 

~ r c h i  t e c t u r a l  Themes 
M ~ D  Id .  No. 

22-24 1907, I t a l i a n a t e ,  P h i l i p  Sunderland, a r c h i t e c t .  
Danbury Club: two-stor ies ,  s tucco  on frame with 
wooden co rn ice  and p o r t i c o ;  f l a t ,  composition 
roof .  C 123 

1867-1872, 1929. Gothic Revival. S t .  James 
Episcopal Church, Rectory and Pa r i sh  Hal l :  Rectory 
and p a r i s h  h a l l  a d d i t i o n ,  1929, Gothic and Tudor 
Revival.  P h i l i p  Sunderland, a r c h i t e c t .  Grani te .  C 124 

1908, Dutch Colonia l  Revival in f luence ,  Leoni W. 
Robinson, a r c h i t e c t .  Or ig ina l ly  Southern N e w  
England Telephone Co . o f f i c e s  : two-s t o r i e s  , brick:  
gab le ,  composition roof .  Prominent s tepped gables ,  
modill ioned metal  corn ice .  C 125 

White Street 
16-18 1898, Vic to r i an  Commercial. One-story , br ick :  

bu i l t -up  shed roof .  Cornice missing,modernized. C 126 

20-26 1898, Vic to r i an  Commercial. One-s t o r y ,  b r i ck ;  
f l a t ,  composition roof .  ~ o d e r n i z e d  s t o r e f r o n t s  . C 127 

32-34 1974, Modern. Two-stories, b r i c k ;  f l a t ,  composi- 
t i o n  roof .  NC 128 

36-40 1931, Neo-Classical. Two-stories, concrete:  f l a t ,  
composition roof .  Commercial bu i ld ing  with co rn ice  
and ba lus t r ade - l ike  r e l i e f .  C 129 

42 1870, I t a l i a n a t e  Commercial. Three - s to r i e s ,b r i ck  
with wooden c o r n i c e  and t r i m ;  f l a t ,  composition 
roof .  P resen t  s ignage obscures  o r i g i n a l  facade ,  
be l i eved  t o  be i n t a c t  beneath. C 130 

44- 52 1883, I t a l i a n a t e  Commercial. Three-s tor ies ,  b r i c k  
with i r o n  co rn ice ,  g r a n i t e  t r i m ;  f l a t ,  composition 
roof .  O r i g i n a l l y  a meeting h a l l  on t h i r d  f l o o r .  C 131 

Wooster S t .  
Cemetery c. 1700. Tbwn's o l d e s t  cemetery, s i t e d  d i r e c t l y  

t o  rear o f  J a i l  property.  C 132 



8. Significance 

Period Areas of Significance--Check and justify below 
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science 
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humanitarian 
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1oca.l hiskory- 

specific dates See Inven to ry  BuilderArchitect See I n v e n t o r y  - I t e m  7  
- - -  ~ I t e m  7  . . ~- .~ 

Statement of Significance (in one paragraph) 
The Main S t r e e t  f l i s t o r i c  D i s t r i c t  i s  s i g n i f i c a n t  h i s t o r i c a l l y  a s  t h e  f o c u s  
o f  Danbury ' s  p u b l i c  and commercial l i f e  s i n c e  i t s  founding i n  1684,  and  as 
t h e  i n s t i t u t i o n a l ,  commercial ,  s o c i a l  and c u l t u r a l  c e n t e r  f o r  t h e  surround-  
i n g  r e g i o n  o f  n o r t h e r n  Z a i r f i e l d  County ( C r i t e r i o n  A )  . Throughout i t s  
h i s t o r y ,  i t s  development  h a s  been a s s o c i a t e d  wi th  l o c a l  businessmen and 
c i v i c  l e a u e r s  s i g n i f i c a n t  t o  t h e  h i s t o r y  o f  Danbury, and h a s  a l s o  been 
a s s o c i a t e d  w i t h  f i g u r e s  o f  s t a t e  and n a t i o n a l  prominence,  i n c l u d i n g  news- 
paper  p u b l i s h e r  James Kontgomery a a i l e y ,  t h e  "uanbury N e w s  ;<an,"  widely  
known d u r i n g  t h e  l a t e  n i n e t e e n t h  c e n t u r y  a s  a  humor i s t ;  and composer 
C h a r l e s  L.  l v e s  ( C r i t e r i o n  b) . The Main S t r e e t  H i s t o r i c  D i s t r i c t  i s  
s i g n i f i c a n t  a r c h i t e c t u r a l l y  f o r  i t s  i n d i v i d u a l  b u i l d i n g s  which a r e  w e l l -  
p r e s e r v e d  examples o f  t h e i r  p e r i o d s ,  o f t e n  t h e  work o f  l e a d i n g  C o n n e c t i c u t  
and N e w  York a r c h i t e c t s ,  a s  w e l l  a s  f o r  i t s  u n i f i e d  s t r e e t s c a p e s  i n  which 
b u i l d i n g s  o f  d i f f e r e n t  e r a s  and s t y l e s  b l e n d  harmonious ly .  Of p a r t i c u l a r  
n o t e  i s  t h e  c o n c e n t r a t i o n  o f  commercial a r c h i t e c t u r e  b u i l t  from t h e  l a t e  
e i g h t e e n t h  c e n t u r y  t o  t h e  e a r l y  t w e n t i e t h  ( C r i t e r i o n  C )  . 
HISTORICAL ORIGINS ANT DEVELOFMXNT 
Main S t r e e t  H i s t o r i c  D i s t r i c t  c a n  be c h a r a c t e r i z e d  a s  what C a r o l e  R i f k i n d  
c a l l s  "The t h i c k e n e d  s p i n e  o f  a  N e w  England v i l l a g e .  "' Laid  o u t  i n  1684 
a s  "'The Town S t r e e t "  when t h e  s e t t l e m e n t  was founded by e i g h t  f a m i l i e s  
from iqorwalk, Kain S t r e e t  h a s  remained t h e  f o c u s  o f  i>anbury l s  p u b l i c  and 
commercial l i f e .  The f i r s t  f r o n t i e r  s e t t l e m e n t  i n  n o r t h e r n  Z a i r f i e l d  
County,  Danbury was founded a s  a n  a g r i c u l t u r a l  community. The Main S t r e e t  
a r e a  was chosen a s  t h e  s i t e  f o r  t h e  f i r s t  s e t t l e m e n t  because  o f  i t s  c e n t r a l  
l o c a t i o n .  Danbury began to  assume t h e  r o l e  o f  r e g i o n a l  t r a d i n g  c e n t e r  a s  
new towns such a s  N e w  M i l f o r d ,  Newtown and R i d g e f i e l d  w e r e  founded on i t s  
b o r d e r s  d u r i n g  t h e  e a r l y  e i g h t e e n t h  c e n t u r y .  I ts  s t r a t e g i c  l o c a t i o n  i n  
t h e  S t i l l  R i v e r  v a l l e y  a t  t h e  i n t e r s e c t i o n  o f  t h e  e a s t - w e s t  r o a d  c o n n e c t i n g  
t h e  Hudson R i v e r  a r e a  w i t h  t h e  c e n t r a l  r e g i o n  o f  C o n n e c t i c u t  and t h e  n o r t h -  
s o u t h  r o u t e  f r o m  Long I s l a n d  Sound to L i t c h f i e l d  County made i t  t h e  n a t u r a l  
f o c u s  f o r  c o m m e r c e  i n  t h e  r e g i o n .  During t h e  American R e v o l u t i o n ,  t h e  town 
s e r v e d  a s  a n  i m p o r t a n t  d e p o t  o n  t h e  supp ly  l i n e  to C o n t i n e n t a l  f o r c e s  i n  
t h e  Middle A t l a n t i c  c o l o n i e s ,  and a s  t h e  s i t e  of  a n  army h o s p i t a l  and t h e  
b a s e  of  a  company o f  " a r t i f i c e r s "  who manufactured  n a i l s ,  wagons, s h o e s ,  
h a r n e s s e s  and  o t h e r  m a t e r i e l .  Most o f  t h e  e a r l y  v i l l a g e  was d e s t r o y e d  
d u r i n g  a  B r i t i s h  r a i d  i n  A p r i l ,  1777,  b u t  i n d u s t r i e s  which blossomed a f t e r  
t h e  war l a i d  t h e  groundwork f o r  a  c o n t i n u i n g  growth.  

The manufacture  o f  men 's  h a t s  had p r e - e x i s t e d  t h e  R e v o l u t i o n  b u t  d u r i n g  t h e  
1780s and 1790s Danbury became o n e  o f  t h e  l e a d i n g  n a t i o n a l  c e n t e r s  f o r  t h e  
i n d u s t r y ,  p r o d u c i n g  20,000 h a t s  i n  1 8 0 0 . ~  S h o r t l y  a f t e r  t h a t  d a t e  s e v e r a l  
l o c a l  manufac tu re r s  e s t a b l i s h e d  r e t a i l  o u t l e t s  i n  s o u t h e r n  p o r t  c i t i e s ,  
s e t t i n g  up a  t r a d e  t h a t  remained l u c r a t i v e  u n t i l  t h e  C i v i l  Kar. 
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Boots ,  s h o e s ,  s a d d l e s  and ho rn  combs were a l s o  manufactured for s a l e  i n  t h e  
Southern  s t a t e s .  The o l d  Sadd le  Fac to ry  a t  No. 6 8  Main S t r e e t  i n  t h e  
d i s t r i c t  was b u i l t  i n  1836 by o n e  of t h e s e  f i r m s ,  F ry ,  Gregory & C o .  The 
s u c c e s s  o f l o c a l  e n t r e p r e n e u r s  and t h e  employment o f  s e v e r a l  hundred s k i l l e d  
c r a f t smen  i n  t h e s e  i n d u s t r i e s  p rov ided  a  ready  market  f o r  t h e  s e r v i c e s  o f  
a r t i s a n s  o f  a l l  d e s c r i p t i o n s .  fqorking i n  rooms i n  p r i v a t e  homes o r  i n  s m a l l  
shop b u i l d i n g s ,  c r a f t smen  and merchants  made t h e  lower  end o f  "Town" street  
o r  Main S t r e e t  a  c e n t e r  f o r  commercial a c t i v i t y .  Among t h o s e  who a d v e r t i s e d  
i n  e a r l y  newspapers were t a i l o r s ,  g e n e r a l  merchants ,  s i l v e r s m i t h s ,  b lack-  
s m i t h s ,  a p o t h e c a r i e s ,  j o i n e r s  and makers o f  c h a i r s ,  s h o e s ,  c l o c k s  and 
c a r r i a g e s ,  P r i c e s  f o r  commodities on  t h e  New York market  w e r e  p r i n t e d  i n  
t h e  Fa rmer ' s  J o u r n a l  and o t h e r  e a r l y  newspapers,  a s  Danbury merchants  a l s o  
a c t e d  a s  a g e n t s  f o r  l o c a l  f a rmer s .  Thesmall shop b u i l d i n g  and d w e l l i n g  on  
t h e  Scot t -Panton Museum p r o p e r t y  a t  N o .  43 Main S t r e e t  was co  s t r u c t e d  i n  
1790 by John Dodd, and i s  Danbury I s  e a r l i e s t  known apothecaryg a s  w e l l  a s  
i t s  e a r l i e s t  known commercial b u i l d i n g .  The John and Mary R ide r  house ,  a l s o  
a t  No. 43 Main S t r e e t ,  was c o n s t r u c t e d  i n  1785 by a  s u c c e s s f u l  cabinetmaker  
and j o i n e r  who b u i l t  t h e  house and perhaps  o t h e r s  i n  t h e  v i c i n i t y .  N3. 49 
Main S t r e e t  was t h e  home and shoemaker shop of E l i a s  Sanford ,  c o n s t r u c t e d  c. 
1810. No. 59 Main S t r e e t ,  b u i l t  i n  1802,  i s  t h e  we l l -p rese rved  home o f  
s u c c e s s f u l  s i l v e r s m i t h  and jeweler John S. Blackman, and l a t e r  h i s  son  

1 F r e d e r i c k  S. Blackman, who worked t h e r e  u n t i l  1869. (Photograph 3 )  The 
Fa rmer ' s  J o u r n a l ,  e s k a b l i s h e d  i n  1790,  was t h e  f i r s t  s u c c e s s f u l  newspaper 
i n  F a i r f i e l d  County. A l a t e r  newspaper,  t h e  Republ ican Farmer, was 
p r i n t e d  i n  1796 i n  a  r o o m  a t  N o .  34  Main S t r e e t ,  which was l a t e r  t h e  home 
of Hiram Barnes ,  a  s t a g e  l i n e  o p e r a t o r  and  a  f i g u r e  i n  l o c a l  f o l k l o r e  
d u r i n g  t h e  n i n e t e e n t h  c e n t u r y .  

$ 

Among t h e  e v e n t s  t h a t  he lped  e s t a b l i s h  Danbury a s  t h e  p o l i t i c a l  and c o m -  
m e r c i a l  c e n t e r  f o r  t h e  r e g i o n  was i t s  d e s i g n a t i o n  a s  a  " h a l f - s h i r e  town" 
of  F a i r f i e l d  County i n  1784,  s h a r i n g  county  s e a t  d u t i e s  w i th  F a i r f i e l d .  
The f i r s t  cou r thouse  and j a i l  had been c o n s t r u c t e d  by 1792 on t h e  s i tes  
occup i ed  by t h e i r  modern s u c c e s s o r s .  The meetinghouse o f  t h e  F i r s t  Congre- 
g a t i o n a l  S o c i e t y  had been t h e  f o c u s  of t h e  e a r l y  s e t t l e m e n t .  The o l d  
cemetery  on  Wooster S t r e e t ,  o r i g i n a l l y  p a r t  o f  i t s  church  y a r d ,  marks i t s  
o r i g i n a l  s i t e .  I t  r e l o c a t e d  t o  a  new b u i l d i n g  o n  t h e  c o r n e r  o f  Main and 
West S t r e e t  i n  1785,  drawing some b u s i n e s s e s  and r e s i d e n c e s  w i th  i t ,  b u t  
t h e  acknowledged c e n t e r  remained i n  t h e  cou r thouse  a r e a .  I n  1801 l a n d  was 
dona ted  f o r  u s e  a s  a  town common. Th i s  open a r e a  i n  t h e  middle  o f  t h e  
s t r ee t ,  conve r t ed  i n  1853 to Elmwood Pa rk ,  was k e p t  i n f o r m a l l y  a t  f i r s t ,  
used  by l o c a l  m i l i t i a  companies on t r a i n i n g  days  and a s  t h e  s i t e  o f  e a r l y  
f a i r s  o f  t h e  F a i r f i e l d  County A g r i c u l t u r a l  S o c i e t y .  I n  1829 t h e  l a s t  
p r o p e r t y  of t h e  Cong rega t i ona l  S o c i e t y ,  t h e  "parsonage l o t "  on  t h e  east 
s i d e  o f  t h e  common, was subd iv ided  and s o l d  as b u i l d i n g  l o t s  to  pay o f f  a n  
accornodation w i th  a  d e p a r t i n g  m i n i s t e r .  Dur ing t h e  1830s doub le  houses ,  
i n c l u d i n g  t h o s e  a t  Nos. 101-103 and Nos. 105-107 Main S t r e e t ,  w e r e  con- 
s t r u c t e d  on t h e  p r o p e r t y .  A U n i v e r s a l i s t  chu rch ,  no l o n g e r  s t a n d i n g ,  I 

l o c a t e d  i n  t h e  common area i n  1833. I ts p r o p e r t y  w a s  purchased  i n  1851 
by S t .  P e t e r ' s  Roman C a t h o l i c  Church a s  I r i s h  immigranps began moving i n t o  

I 
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I n  1822 t h e  Connec t i cu t  l e g i s l a t u r e  g r a n t e d  borough s t a t u s  t o  Main Street 
and i t s  immediate e n v i r o n s ,  t o  a l l ow  f o r  t h e  o r g a n i z a t i o n  o f  f i r e  companies 
and a  wate r  supp ly .  Ea r ly  d e s c r i p t i o n s  o f  Da bury d u r i n g  t h i s  p e r i o d  
d e s c r i b e  i t  a s  "one ,  l o n g ,  s t r a g g l i n g  street ,  "' and Pease  a n d 7 H i l e s  c a l l e d  
i t  " a  l a r g e  and f l o u r i s h i n g  and i n t e r e s t i n g  v i l l a g e .  I t  i s  b u i l t  p r i n c i -  
p a l l y  upon one  s t r e e t ,  which f o r  more than  a  m i l e  e x h i b i t s  an a lmos t  
con t inued  r ange  o f  b u i l d i n g s ,  c o n s i s t i n g  o f  Dwelling houses ,  Mercan t i l e  
s t o r e s ,  Hat  F a c t o r i e s ,  Mechanic Shops and churches .  "6 White S t r e e t ,  W e s t  
S t r e e t ,  L i b e r t y  Street and E l m  Street e x i s t e d  from t h e  e i g h t e e n t h  c e n t u r y ,  
b u t  w e r e  s p a r s e l y  developed.  Danbury was s o  thoroughly  i d e n t i f i e d  wi th  
~ a i n  S t r e e t  t h a t  f a rmers  from o u t l y i n g  d i s t r i c t s  r e f e r r e d  t o  i t  a s  "Danbury 
S t r e e t . "  

The p r e s e n t  downtown a r e a  was c r e a t e d  fo l l owing  t h e  complet ion o f  t h e  
Danbury and Norwalk R a i l r o a d  i n  1852. A r i v a l r y  between p r o p e r t y  owners 
from t h e  n o r t h e r n  and sou the rn  s e c t i o n s  o f  Main S t r e e t  was r e s p o n s i b l e  f o r  
i t s  l o c a t i o n .  P r o p e r t y  owners i n  t h e  n o r t h e r n  s e c t i o n  o f  Main S t r e e t ,  
above t h e  t r a d i t i o n a l  c e n t e r  i n  t h e  common a r e a ,  sought  t o  deve lop  t h e i r  
own p r o p e r t i e s  by choos ing  a  l o c a t i o n  f o r  t h e  l i n e ' s  passenger  depo t  on t h e  
s i t e  o f  t h e  p r e s e n t  P o s t  O f f i c e .  They h e l d  a  m a j o r i t y  o f  s h a r e s  i n  t h e  
r a i l w a y ' s  s t o c k ,  and a  promise  t o  b u i l d  a  secondary depo t  n e a r  t h e  common 
was neve r  k e p t .  Converse ly ,  a  p roposa l  t o  t r ans form the common i n t o  a  
" c e n t r a l  pa rk"  was d e f e a t e d  by t h e  p r o p e r t y  owners from t h e  n o r t h e r n  end 
o f  t h e  street.  R e s i d e n t s  from t h e  sou the rn  end o f  t h e  street r a i s e d  t h e i r  
own funds  and c r e a t e d  Elmwood Park  i n  1853,  p l a n t i n g  t h e  f i rs t  e l m  trees 
and a  hay c rop .  

The f i rs t  b r i c k  commercial b locks  and a  h o t e l  w e r e  c o n s t r u c t e d  n e a r  t h e  
Danbury & Norwalk d e p o t  d u r i n g  t h e  e a r l y  1850s by Ph ineas  D. Crosby,  a  
s t a g e  l i n e  o p e r a t o r  and l iveryman.  C rosby ' s  Block a t  Nos. 225-229 Main 
S t r e e t  (Photograph 1 8 )  was t h e  f irst  m u l t i - s t o r y  b r i c k  commercial b lock .  
The Bened ic t  and Nicho ls  Bui ld ing  a t  Nos.191-193 Main S t r e e t  was t h e  second,  
c o n s t r u c t e d  i n  1852. (Photograph 17 ) This  f i r m  had e s t a b l i s h e d  Danbury ' s 
first g roce ry  i n  1838. David P. Nichols  l a t e r  became a  s i g n i f i c a n t  s t a t e  
Republ ican l e a d e r .  H e  s e r v e d  s e v e r a l  t e r m s  i n  t h e  l e g i s l a t u r e ,  ho ld ing  
key p o s t s  on t h e  committees on R a i l r o a d s  and N e w  Wwns, and was S t a t e  
T r e a s u r e r  from 1868 t o  1874 and from 1878 u n t i l  h i s  d e a t h  i n  1881. 

The improved t r a n s p o r t a t i o n  f a c i l i t i e s  a l s o  encouraged t h e  b u i l d i n g  o f  
l a r g e  new steam-powered h a t  f a c t o r i e s  which employed thousands  o f  new 
workers.  The p o p u l a t i o n  o f  Danbury ( e x c l u s i v e  o f  B e t h e l ,  which became a 
s e p a r a t e  town i n  1855) i n c r e a s e d  from 4105 i n  1850 t o  7240 i n  1860,  most 
o f  t h e  i n f l u x  o c c u r r i n g  i n  t h e  borough a r e a .  Large numbers o f  I r i s h ,  
Eng l i sh  and German immigrants  a s  w e l l  a s  peop l e  from nearby r u r a l  towns 
moved t o  Danbury t o  t a k e  advantage o f  employment and b u s i n e s s  o p p o r t u n i t i e s .  
N e w  r e s i d e n t i a l  streets w e r e  opened through open l a n d  on e i t h e r  s i d e  o f  
Main S t r e e t ,  a s  t h e  s treet  i t se l f  became i n c r e a s i n g l y  commercial ized.  
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H a t t e r s ,  well-paid and independent craftsmen i n  a  s k i l l e d  t r a d e ,  tended 
t o  l i v e  i n  one and two-story homes on t h e  new r e s i d e n t i a l  s t r e e t s  r a t h e r  
than t o  c l u s t e r  i n t o  tenements. The h a t  f a c t o r i e s  themselves were gener- 
a l l y  cons t ruc ted  along t h e  S t i l l  River ,  many of them near  Main S t r e e t .  
In tens ive  . commercial development u n t i l  1880 tended t o  take p lace  along 
the  e a s t  s i d e  of  Main S t r e e t  between Liberty and White S t r e e t ,  while the  
west s i d e  o f  t h e  s t r e e t  i n  t h e  same a r e a ,  s i t u a t e d  on higher  ground, 
continued t o  be a  d e s i r a b l e  r e s i d e n t i a l  a r e a ,  home t o  seve ra l  o l d e r  mercan- 
t i l e  f a m i l i e s .  The wooster Square a r e a ,  formed by t h e  i n t e r s e c t i o n  o f  Main 
S t r e e t  with White and E l m  S t r e e t s ,  became inc reas ing ly  important during 
t h i s  per iod  because o f  t h e  l o c a t i o n  of the  Danbury and Norwalk depot. 
White S t r e e t  began t o  be developed with lumberyards and frame s t o r e s .  Ives  
S t r e e t  was opened'in 1856 by entrepreneur  I saac  Ives ,  owner of a  lumberyard 
and uncle  o f  t h e  composer Charles E.  Ives .  Following t h e  completion o f  
f u r t h e r  r a i l  f a c i l i t i e s  i n  1871 and 1881, when the  New York and New England 
l i n e  l i n k i n g  Boston with New York Ci ty  was completed through Danbury, t h e  
borough again experienced l a r g e  :spurts  of  populat ion growth, accompanied by 
i n d u s t r i a l  and commercial expansion. During the  1880s th ree  and four-s tory 
commercial blocks began t o  be constructed on White and E l m  S t r e e t s  and on 
t h e  west s i d e  of  Main S t r e e t  nor th  of West S t r e e t .  

Danbury's growth spurred cons t ruc t ion  o f  pub l i c  bu i ld ings  which were o f  a  
h igher  a r c h i t e c t u r a l  o rde r  than t h e  vernacular  I t a l i a n a t e  commercial a rchi -  
t e c t u r e  then p reva i l ing .  I n  1873 a  new J a i l  was completed, r ep lac ing  an 
inadequate s t r u c t u r e  b u i l t  i n  1828. The J a i l  was comparable with t h e  most 
expensive r e s i d e n t i a l  bu i ld ings  being e r e c t e d  i n  Danbury a t  t h e  t i m e .  The 
High Vic tor ian  Gothic Danbury Library,  e r e c t e d  i n  1878, was donated t o  t h e  
Danbury Library Associat ion by Alexander M. White, p a r t n e r  i n  t h e  leading  
h a t t e r s '  f u r  processing f i rm i n  Danbury. The bu i ld ing  i s  a  f i n e  example of  
High Vic tor ian  Gothic. The Borough cons t ruc ted  a  new f i rehouse  on Ives  
S t r e e t  i n  1883-1884, and a  new Ci ty  Hal l  a t  the  corner  o f  Main and West 
S t r e e t s  (now the  s i te  of t h e  p resen t  Danbury Library)  t h e  same year .  The 
Ci ty  I Ia l l ,  and t h e  S o l d i e r ' s  Monument a t  t h e  corner  of Main afid'West S t r e e t s ,  
e rec ted  i n  1880, i n  add i t ion  to..new commercial cons t ruc t ion  i n  the  a r e a ,  
made t h e  i n t e r s e c t i o n  c a l l e d  Ci ty  Hal l  Square t h e  new c e n t e r  of t h e  bus iness  
d i s t r i c t ,  

Merchants and bankers followed t h e  lead  of  t h e  Borough i n  h i r i n g  a r c h i t e c t s  
t o  design bu i ld ings  t h a t  would enhance t h e  c i t y ' s  image. I n  1887 t h e  
Danbury News observed t h a t  "more than e i g h t  yea r s  ago t h e  l i b r a r y  bu i ld ing  
was f in i shed .  This was our  s o l e  a t t r a c t i v e  bu i ld ing  i n  the  business  por t ion  
of  our  v i l l a g e .  And it  remained alone f o r  f i v e  yea r s ,  Now we have t h e  
C i ty  H a l l ,  the  United Bank Building, t h e  Danbury National  Bank s t r u  t u r e ,  
t h e  Treadwell and t h e  McPhelemy bu i ld ings  and t h e  Tbwn Club House." 7 
During t h e  1880s Main S t r e e t  developed i n t o  t h e  r e t a i l  c e n t e r  f o r  the  
surrounding region.  I n  an a r t i c l e  i n  1881 t h e  N e w s  noted t h a t  t h e   ene edict 
Brothers  Shoe S t o r e  a t  No. 225 Main S t r e e t  was t h e  l a r g e s t  r e t a i l  shoe s t o r e  

I. 
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i n  t h e  s t a t e ,  and o t h e r  b u s i n e s s e s  w e r e  p rov id ing  s e r v i c e s  t h a t  townspeople 
had p r e v i o u s l y  t r a v e l e d  t o  N e w  York o r  Br idgepor t  f o r O 8  An impor tan t  
a s p e c t  o f  Danbury ' s  growth a s  a  r e g i o n a l  c e n t e r  was t h e  p r o l i f e r a t i o n  o f  
banks.  A branch o f f i c e  o f  t h e  F a i r f i e l d  County Bank was opened i n  Danbury 
i n  1826. This i n s t i t u t i o n  e v e n t u a l l y  grew i n t o  t h e  Danbury Na t iona l  Bank, 
and ,  a f t e r  s e v e r a l  mergers ,  i s  t h e  modern Union Trus t .  I n  1848 t h e  Savings 
Bank o f  Danbury was formed by l o c a l  merchants and businessmen, wi th  o f f i c e s  
i n  t h e  home o f  t r e a s u r e r  George bi. Ives  on Main S t r e e t ,  g r and fa the r  o f  t h e  
composer Cha r l e s  I v e s .  The Savings Bank occup ie s  i t s  own b u i l d i n g  a t  
Nos. 224-226 Main S t r e e t ,  a  few f e e t  from i t s  o r i g i n a l  l o c a t i o n .  The p r e s e n t  
o f f i c e  d a t e s  from 1908. The Nat iona l  Pahquioque Bank, founded by ano the r  

. , 
d group o f  l o c a l  businessmen and manufac ture rs ,  was formed i n  1855, and i s  

today a  p a r t  o f  c i t y  T r u s t  a t  KO. 234 Main S t r e e t .  The Union Savings Bank 
was founded by Danbury h a t  manufacturers  and merchants i n  1866 and h a s  been 
a t  i t s  p r e s e n t  l o c a t i o n  a t  Nos. 226-228 Main S t r e e t  s i n c e  t h e  b u i l d i n g  was 
c o n s t r u c t e d  i n  1887. 

During t h e  1880s b r i c k  commercial b u i l d i n g s  began t o  ex tend  t h e  60wntown 
shopping a r e a  o f f  Main S t r e e t  on to  s i d e  streets, E l m  and White S t r e e t s ,  
I v e s  S t r e e t  and l a t e r  i n  t h e  e a r l y  t w e n t i e t h  c e n t u r y ,  W e s t  S t r e e t ,  w e r e  
b u i l t  up n e a r  t h e i r  i n t e r s e c t i o n s  wi th  Main S t r e e t ,  I n  1887 I s a a c  I v e s ,  
en t r ep reneu r  and u n c l e  o f  composer Char les  I v e s ,  opened K e e l e r  S t r e e t  a s  a  
secondary b u s i n e s s  thoroughfare ,  L ibra ry  P l a c e  had a  s i m i l a r  o r i g i n  a s  
Alexander Wildman c o n s t r u c t e d  f i r s t  a  P o s t  O f f i c e  and l a t e r  o t h e r  commercial 
b u i l d i n g s ,  i n c l u d i n g  t h e  Armory, on h i s  p r o p e r t y  on  t h e  n o r t h  s i d e  o f  
L ib ra ry  P l a c e ,  which had been opened fo l lowing  c o n s t r u c t i o n  o f  t h e  L ib ra ry  
i n  1878, 

During t h e  1880s f l a g s t o n e  s idewalks  w e r e  c o n s t r u c t e d  on Main S t r e e t ,  a long  
wi th  a  s e w e r  sys tem,  electr ic a r c  l i g h t s ,  and a  h o r s e  r a i lway ,  and Main 
S t r e e t  between Elmwood Park and White S t r e e t  was paved wi th  g r a n i t e  b locks .  
I n  1889 t h e  Borough o f  Danbury was g r a n t e d  a  c i t y  c h a r t e r -  by t h e  l e g i s l a t u r e .  
By t h e  t u r n  o f  t h e  t w e n t i e t h  cen tu ry ,  Danbury was cons ide red  t h e  l ead ing  
producer  o f  h a t s  i n  t h e  Uni ted S t a t e s ,  An electr ic s i g n  ove r  t h e  passenger  
depo t  on wh i t e  S t r e e t  f e a t u r e d  t h e  o u t l i n e  o f  a  h a t  and procla imed t h a t  
"Danbury Crowns Them A l l , "  I n  1899 t h e  c i t y  was s u c c e s s f u l  i n  p rocu r ing  
funds  f o r  a  new cour thouse  from t h e  county  l e g i s l a t u r e  d e s p i t e  o p p o s i t i o n  
from Br idgepor t ,  3 5  h a t  f a c t o r i e s  and dozens o f  machine shops ,  l a b e l  
p r i n t e r s ,  s i l k  works, f u r  p r o c e s s o r s  and o t h e r  r e l a t e d  i n d u s t r i e s  employed 
5,000 workers by 1900. During t h e  t w e n t i e t h  c e n t u r y  Danbury remained t h e  
l e a d e r  o f  t h e  American h a t t i n g  i n d u s t r y  u n t i l  t h e  d e c l i n e  i n  h a t s  a s  an  
a r t i c l e  o f  men's  f a s h i o n  a f t e r  World War 11, Main S t r e e t ,  White S t r e e t  and 
W e s t  S t r e e t  i n  t h e  c e n t r a l  b u s i n e s s  d i s t r i c t  became p a r t s  o f  S t a t e  Highways 
6 ,  7  and  202, During t h e  1920s and 1930s c h a i n  stores, i n c l u d i n g  t h e  p r e s e n t  
Woolworth, McCrory ' s and S e a r s  s t o r e s ,  w e r e  a t t r a c t e d  t o  Main S t r e e t  loca-  
t i o n s  by t h e  c i t y ' s  c o n t i n u i n g  v i t a l i t y  a s  a  r e t a i l  c e n t e r ,  

The f l o o d s  o f  August and October ,  1955, bad ly  damaged many bus ines se s  i n  
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t h e  d i s t r i c t ,  p a r t i c u l a r l y  i n  the  a r e a  o f  Wooster Square and White S t r e e t .  
Danbury p a r t i c i p a t e d  i n  f e d e r a l l y  sponsored f lood  c o n t r o l  and Redevelopment 
programs t h a t  r e s u l t e d  i n  t h e  re-channelingr.of t h e  S t i l l  River i n  the  down- 
town a r e a  and the  l e v e l l i n g  o f  s c o r e s  of  o l d e r  bu i ld ings  on t h e  nor th  s i d e  
of  White S t r e e t  and E l m  S t r e e t ,  on Main S t r e e t  above White, and on o t h e r  
streets nor th  o f  t h e  Main S t r e e t  H i s t o r i c  D i s t r i c t  boundaries.  A l a t e r  
phase o f  Redevelopment i n  t h e  1970s c l e a r e d  s i x  a c r e s  o f  p r imar i ly  wood 
frame r e s i d e n t i a l  s t r u c t u r e s  t o  the  e a s t  of Main Street and on L ibe r ty  
S t r e e t  i n  the  downtown a r e a ,  and re-routed and expanded Liber ty  Street t o  
the  no r th .  Beginning i n  t h e  1920s Main S t r e e t ' s  l o c a t i o n  on s t a t e  highways 
and i t s  r o l e  a s  t h e  c i t y ' s  bus iness  c e n t e r  con t r ibu ted  t o  s e v e r a l  i n t r u s i o n s  
on t h e  d i s t r i c t  a s  automobile d e a l e r s h i p s  and modern commercial bu i ld ings  
were cons t ruc ted  on i n d i v i d u a l  l o t s  i n  t h e  a rea  below Elmwood Park,  f r equen t ly  
r e s u l t i n g  i n  t h e  d e s t r u c t i o n  o f  o l d e r  bu i ld ings .  U n t i l  r e c e n t  y e a r s ,  h i s t o r i c  
p r e s e r v a t i o n  a c t i v i t i e s  w e r e  confined t o  the  same a r e a .  The John and Mary 
Rider  house o f  t h e  Scott-Fanton Museum a t  No. 43 Main S t r e e t  has  been metic- 
u lous ly  r e s t o r e d ,  and i n  1958 the  John Dodd Shop was saved from d e s t r u c t i o n  
when i t  was moved from i t s  o r i g i n a l  s i t e  t o  the  museum prope r ty ,  where i t  
was r e s t o r e d  and now houses t h e  museum's h a t t i n g  e x h i b i t s .  In  1958, t h e  
Blackman house a t  No. 59 Main S t r e e t  was adapted i n t o  o f f i c e s .  The b u i l d i n g ' s  
e x t e r i o r  was maintained,  whi le  f i r e p l a c e s  and exposed beams i n s i d e  t h e  house 
were preserved  a s  p a r t  of  t h e  o f f i c e s .  The f lood  damage and Redevelopment 
programs caused t h e  r e l o c a t i o n  o f  many Main and White S t r e e t  bus inesses  t o  
new l o c a t i o n s  on s t a t e  highways o u t s i d e  t h e  c i t y  l i m i t s .  On those same 
highways, Routes 6 ,  7  and 37, new shopping c e n t e r s  began t o  be cons t ruc ted  
dur ing  t h e  l a t e  1950s and 1960s,  even tua l ly  e q u a l l i n g  t h e  commercial space 
a v a i l a b l e  on Main S t r e e t  and o t h e r  downtown streets. Perce iv ing  a  t h r e a t  i f  
they f a i l e d  t o  keep up wi th  t h e s e  new, modern shopping f a c i l i t i e s ,  many 
downtown merchants du r ing  t h e  1960s and 1970s modernized t h e i r  s t o r e f r o n t s ,  
and some remodelled t h e i r  e n t i r e  facades .  This was p a r t i c u l a r l y  p r e v a l e n t  
on t h e  o l d e r ,  e a s t  s i d e  of  Main S t r e e t  between Liber ty  and White. Some 
h i s t o r i c  bu i ld ings  were e n t i r e l y  g u t t e d  and new facades  i n s t a l l e d  which 
des t royed  o r  permanently a l t e r e d  t h e  f a b r i c  o f  t h e  bu i ld ings .  More common 
w e r e  s c reen - l ike  f i x t u r e s  o r  sprayed on wal l  cover ings which may be removed. 
(Photograph 34) The C i t y  o f  Danbury has taken a  l ead ing  r o l e  i n  promoting 
t h e  p rese rva t ion  and adap t ive  re-use of  h i s t o r i c  s t r u c t u r e s .  The o l d  
Danbury J a i l  has  been r e s t o r e d  on the  o u t s i d e  and i ts  i n t e r i o r  converted 
i n t o  a  Senior  Center  whi le  maintaining t h e  o r i g i n a l  ornamental f e a t u r e s  and 
some o f  t h e  cel ls  i n  one wing. The e x t e r i o r  o f  t h e  o l d  Library Bui lding a t  
No. 254 Main Street was c leaned i n  1981, and i s  t o  be converted i n t o  a  
Crea t ive  A r t s  Center ,  again r e t a i n i n g  the  b u i l d i n g ' s  r i c h  i n t e r i o r  woodwork 
and s t a i n e d  g l a s s .  I n  1982 t h e  facade o f  the  Martha Apartments a t  Nos, 161- 
169 Main Street was c leaned and t h e  woodwork r epa in ted  by owner Joseph DaSilva, 
who has  a l s o  r e s t o r e d  p a r t s  o f  t h e  facade o f  t h e  Hul l  bu i ld ing  a t  NOS, 181- 
195 Main S t r e e t ,  A new nor th  wal l  i s  being cons t ruc ted  on t h a t  b u i l d i n g  
us ing  b r i c k  t o  match t h a t  of  t h e  facade ,  r e p l a c i n g  t h e  remains o f  a  p a r t y  
wa l l  sha red  with a  b u i l d i n g  t h a t  burned down i n  1965. The Danbury Downtown 
Council ,  working wi th  C o n s ~ l t a n t  Norman Mintz, has  e s t a b l i s h e d  a  Sign Review 
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program t o  encourage a p p r o p r i a t e  s ignage  f o r  downtown bus ines ses .  A p i l o t  
facade program, j o i n t l y  adminis te red  by t h e  C i t y  Planning Department and 
t h e  Danbury P r e s e r v a t i o n  T r u s t ,  w i l l  be i n s t i t u t e d  t h i s  y e a r ,  t o  encourage 
s e n s i t i v e  r e h a b i l i t a t i o n  o f  commercial facades .  

SOCZWL SIGNIFICANCE 
I n  a d d i t i o n  t o  i t s  r o l e  a s  p o l i t i c a l  and commercial c e n t e r ,  t h e  Main S t r e e t  
H i s t o r i c  D i s t r i c t  i s  s i g n i f i c a n t  a s  t h e  c e n t r a l  l o c a t i o n  f o r  s o c i a l  and 
c u l t u r a l  a c t i v i t i e s .  Seve ra l  b u i l d i n g s  w i th in  t h e  d i s t r i c t  were cons t ruc t ed  
by f r a t e r n a l  o r g a n i z a t i o n s ,  whi le  o t h e r s  were designed with  space on upper 
f l o o r s  t o  be r e n t e d  t o  many groups. The f i r s t  downtown commercial b u i l d i n g ,  . Crosby ' s  Block a t  Nos. 225-229 Main S t r e e t ,  con ta ined  rooms f o r  t h e  l o c a l  
Odd Fellows Chapter  on i t s  t h i r d  f l o o r .  The Cro fu t  B l o c k r a t  Nos. 253-255 
Main S t r e e t ,  b u i l t  i n  1876,  had a  Masonic H a l l  on t h e  t h i r d  f l o o r .  
Wildman's H a l l  a t  Nos. 260-262 Main S t r e e t  had a s  i t s  primary purpose a  
l a r g e  t h i r d  f l o o r  room which was r en t ed  t o  many o r g a n i z a t i o n s ,  i n c l u d i n g  t h e  
Hebrew Benevolent Soc ie ty  and e a r l y  Black s o c i a l  o r g a n i z a t i o n s .  The l a r g e  

' t h i r d  f l o o r  o f  Henry B. Hawley's b u i l d i n g  a t  Nos. 42 - 52 White S t r e e t  was 
occupied by Union H a l l ,  a  non-denominational,  pro-temperance l e c t u r e  and 
meeting h a l l  t h a t  s e a t e d  1 ,000  and was f r e q u e n t l y  used by church groups.  
I n  1882 Danbury's  German s o c i a l  and f r a t e r n a l  groups w e r e  provided f o r  i n  
t h e  upper f l o o r  o f  t h e  b u i l d i n g  cons t ruc t ed  a t  Nos. 290-292 Main Street by 
b o t t l e r  J ean  Hornig. I n  1927 t h e   talia an-American Amerigo Vespucci Lodge 
commissioned t h e  l a r g e  b u i l d i n g  a t  Nos. 32-52 E l m  S t r e e t .  (photograph 33) 
Nearly a l l  o f  t h e  lodge  h a l l s  cons t ruc t ed  i n  Danbury d u r i n g  t h e  f i r s t  
t h r e e  decades  o f  t h e  t w e n t i e t h  cen tu ry  w e r e  des igned by Danbury a r c h i t e c t  
P h i l i p  N. Sunderland. S t .  P e t e r ' s  Church, a s  w e l l ,  performed an impor tan t  
r o l e  d u r i n g  t h e  n i n e t e e n t h  cen tu ry  i n  forming a s s o c i a t i o n s  among i t s  
l a r g e l y  I r i s h  p a r i s h i o n e r s  by sponsor ing a  C a t h o l i c  L ib ra ry  Assoc ia t ion :  
t h e  Kennedy Guards,  a  marching group; and S t .  P e t e r ' s  Band, which p re sen ted  
summer c o n c e r t s  on Elmwood Park and evolved i n t o  t h e  town band du r ing  t h e  
l a t e  n i n e t e e n t h  cen tu ry .  

EDUCATIONAL SIGNIFICANCE 
Seve ra l  b u i l d i n g s  i n  t h e  Main S t r e e t  H i s t o r i c  D i s t r i c t  have been a s s o c i a t e d  
wi th  t h e  h i s t o r y  o f  educa t ion  i n  Danbury. Danbury High School du r ing  t h e  
1890s was housed i n  t h e  t h i r d  f l o o r  o f  t h e  Union Savings  Bank a t  Nos. 226- 
228 Main S t r e e t .  A gymnasium i n  t h e  t h i r d  f l o o r  o f  t h e  Hul l  Bui ld ing  a t  
Nos. 181-185 Main S t r e e t  was used u n t i l  1924 a s  t h e  h igh  school  gymnasium. 
S t .  P e t e r ' s  School was t h e  f i r s t  C a t h o l i c  p a r o c h i a l  s choo l  i n  t h e  Danbury 
a r e a ,  founded i n  1885. 

RELIGIOUS SIGNIFICANCE 
S t .  P e t e r ' s  Roman C a t h o l i c  Church i s  s i g n i f i c a n t  t o  t h e  h i s t o r y  o f  r e l i g i o n  
i n  t h e  Danbury a r e a ,  The p a r i s h  w a s  e s t a b l i s h e d  i n  1853. I t  was t h e  f i r s t  
p a r i s h  and S t .  P e t e r ' s  t h e  f i rs t  Roman C a t h o l i c  Church t o  be cons t ruc t ed  i n  
no r the rn  F a i r f i e l d  County, and se rved  C a t h o l i c s  i n  a l l  o f  t h e  surrounding 
towns. P a r i s h i o n e  s walked t e n  m i l e s  o r  more t o  Mass Sunday mornings from 
sur rounding  towns .' S t .  James Episcopal  Church was founded i n  1762, t h e  
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second r e l i g i o u s  o r g a n i z a t i o n  i n  Danbury. I t  has  occupied i ts  West S t r e e t  
s i t e  s i n c e  1845. 

COMMUNICATIONS SIGNIFICANCE 
The Main S t r e e t  H i s t o r i c  D i s t r i c t  h a s  been a s s o c i a t e d  wi th  i n d i v i d u a l s  o f  
s t a t e  and n a t i o n a l  s i g n i f i c a n c e ,  a s  w e l l  a s  wi th  many businessmen and c i v i c  
l e a d e r s  prominent i n  l o c a l  h i s t o r y .  During t h e  1870s Danbury N e w s  e d i t o r  
and p u b l i s h e r ,  James Montgomery Ba i l ey ,  was n a t i o n a l l y  known a s  " t h e  Danbury 
News Man" f o r  h i s  e d i t o r i a l  humor and h i s  anecdo ta l  wr i t i ng .  A p ionee r  i n  
j o u r n a l i s t i c  humor, Ba i ley  purchased t h e  Danbury Times i n  1865 with  a  
p a r t n e r ,  and changed i t s  name t o  t h e  Danbury News i n  1870. H i s  wry comments 
i n  t h e  l o c a l  news pages  and h i s  humorous anecdotes  based on i n c i d e n t s  i n  
Danbury and on h i s  boyhood i n  Rome, N e w  York, a t t r a c t e d  n a t i o n a l  a t t e n t i o n .  
In  1873 he  pub l i shed  a  n a t i o n a l  e d i t i o n  o f  t h e  N e w s  which f o r  a  b r i e f  t ime 
had a  nat ionwide c i r c u l a t i o n  o f  30,000. H e  embarked on l e c t u r e  t o u r s  t h a t  
took him a s  f a r  a s  San Franc isco  and l a t e r  t o  London and wrote a  s e r i e s  o f  
humorous books,  i n c l u d i n g  L i f e  i n  Danbury, The Danbury Boom, The D a n b u z  
N e w s  Man's Almanac and o t h e r  t i t les .  C a p i t a l i z i n g  on h i s  s u c c e s s ,  l o c a l  
businessmen began producing Danbury N e w s  Man c i g a r s ,  h a t s  and o t h e r  p roduc ts .  
Ba i ley  abandoned h i s  o u t s i d e  a c t i v i t i e s  by 1880,  b u t  h i s  fame was l a s t i n g .  
I n  1882, t h e  Hat ,  Cap and Fur Trade Review observed t h a t  "Danbury .... i s  
c h i e f 1  known f o r  i t s  h a t  manufactur ies  and as t h e  home o f  t h e  Danbury News 
man. "18 During t h e  l a t e  1870s Bai ley began c o l l e c t i n g  l o c a l  h i s t o r i c a l  
in format ion  which was pub l i shed  a f t e r  h i s  dea th  i n  1894 a s  The Hi s to ry  o f  
Danbury, 1684-1896. He c o n s t r u c t e d  t h e  f i r s t  newspaper o f f i c e  b u i l d i n g  i n  
Danbury a t  No. 288 Main S t r e e t  i n  1873. I t  was en l a rged  and remodelled i n  
1893 i n t o  i ts  p r e s e n t  appearance.  

MUSIC SIGNIFICANCE 
Composer Char les  Edward I v e s  was born i n  1874 i n  t h e  fami ly  homestead a t  
No. 210 Main S t r e e t .  That b u i l d i n g  has  been moved t o  a new l o c a t i o n  i n  
Rogers Park. I v e s  grew up i n  s e v e r a l  houses near  Main S t r e e t .  Acknowledged 
a s  " t h e  f i r s t  t r u l y  o r i g i n a l  and independent American composer, "11 I v e s  
music was deeply in f luenced  by t h e  pa rades ,  c o n c e r t s  and se renades  on Main 
S t r e e t  i n  which h i s  f a t h e r ,  George E. I v e s ,  was t h e  band and o r c h e s t r a  
l e a d e r .  Char les  I v e s '  e a r l i e s t  composit ions w e r e  performed on Main S t r e e t  
by l o c a l  bands.12 S e v e r a l  o f  h i s  major composi t ions  d e a l  wi th  Main S t r e e t  
e v e n t s ,  p a r t i c u l a r l y  such works a s  "The Holiday Symphonies." The 
"Decorat ion Day" segment o f  t h i s  work is about  a  parade from Elmwood Park 
t o  Wooster Cemetery, while. "The Fourth  o f  J u l y "  i s  composed o f  I v e s  ' 
boyhood remin iscences  o f  t h a t  ho l iday  on Main S t r e e t .  I ves  d e s c r i b e d  t h e s e  
works a s  " a t t empt s  t o  make p i c t u r e s  i n  music o f  common even t s  i n  t h e  l i v e s  
o f  common people. " l3 One o f  I v e s  ' composi t ions ,  "Tone Roads, " was i n s p i r e d  
by Main S t r e e t ' s  e r r a t i c  street p a t t e r n .  I n  h i s  n o t e s  t o  t h e  work, h e  
compares t h e  d i v e r g e n t  p a t h s  o f  s e v e r a l  i n s t rumen t s  away from and back t o  
a s i n g l e  theme t o  t h e  way d i f f e r e n t  roads  around Danbury a l l  l e a d  i n  t h e i r  
own way back t o  Main street.14 
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ARCHITECTURAL SIGNIFICANCE 
Within t h e  Main S t r e e t  H i s t o r i c  ~ i s t r i c t  a r e  s e v e r a l  i n d i v i d u a l  b u i l d i n g s  
o f  a r c h i t e c t u r a l  s i g n i f i c a n c e  a s  good, we l l -p rese rved  examples o f  p a r t i c u l a r  
s t y l e s .  The e a r l i e s t  o f  t h e s e  b u i l d i n g s  c h r o n o l o g i c a l l y  i s  t h e  o l d  Danbury 
J a i l  a t  NO. 80 Main S t r e e t .  C o n s i s t i n g  o f  a  mansard-roofed j a i l e r ' s  resi- 
dence w i th  ce l l  b lock  wings t o  t h e  w e s t  and s o u t h ,  t h e  b u i l d i n g  ha s  been 
s u b s t a n t i a l l y  r e s t o r e d  d u r i n g  i t s  convers ion  t o  a  S e n i o r  Cen t e r .  ~t i s  
t h e  best s u r v i v i n g  example o f  t h e  Second Empire s t y l e  i n  downtown Danbury. 

'The former L i b r a r y  a t  No. 254 Main S t r e e t  i s  t h e  o n l y  e x t a n t  example o f  
Wigh V i c t o r i a n  Goth ic  s t y l e  i n  Danbury o r  t h e  su r round ing  towns. I t  was 
t h e  f i r s t  commission o f  Lorenzo Wheeler, an  a r c h i t e c t  r a i s e d  i n  Uanbury who 
went on  t o  de s ign  major  o f f i c e  b u i l d i n g s  and apa r tmen t  houses  i n  sou the rn  
and wes te rn  c i t ies .  I t  i s  b u i l t  on t h e  c ruc i fo rm  p l a n  wi th  an  e x t e r i o r  o f  
orange-red  p r e s s e d  b r i c k  on a  r u s t i c a t e d  g r a n i t e  coping.  I n  i t s  broken 
roof  l i n e s  and mass ing,  po lychromat ic  banding i n  t h e  window and door a r c h e s ,  
t h e  heavy,  s t r u c t u r a l  q u a l i t y  o f  t h e  e x t e r i o r  woodwork, and i n  t h e  p o l i s h e d  
g r ay  marble  p i l l a r s  a t  t h e  main doorway which s t a n d  o u t  a g a i n s t  t h e  orange- 
r e d  b r i c k  beh ind  i t ,  t h e  b u i l d i n g  i n c o r p o r a t e s  major  c h a r a c t e r i s t i c s  o f  t h e  
s t y l e .  (Photograph 28,  F i g u r e  4 )  

Cons t ruc t ed  i n  1886 and  1887,  t h e  Union Sav ings  Bank a t  Nos. 226-228 Main 
S t r e e t  was b u i l t  t o  s e r v e  two banks ,  t h e  Union Sav ings  Bank and t h e  
N a t i o n a l  Pahquioque Bank. The b u i l d i n g ' s  d e s i g n ,  by t h e  N e w  York f i r m  o f  
Berg and  C l a r k ,  was i n n o v a t i v e  f o r  i t s  t i m e  and i s  u n u s u a l l y  avant-garde  i n  
concep t  f o r  a town t h e  s i z e  o f  Danbury a t  t h e  t i m e  ( approx imate ly  18 ,000  
i n h a b i t a n t s )  . I n  t h e  enr ichment  o f  t h e  f a cade  w i th  a wea l t h  o f  d e c o r a t i v e  
t e r r a  c o t t a  t i l e s  i n  many p a t t e r n s ,  t h e  d i v i s i o n  o f  t h e  f a cade  by t h e  u s e  
o f  m u l t i - s t o r y  round a r c h e s ,  t h e  b o l d l y  p r o j e c t i n g  mod i l l i oned  c o r n i c e ,  and 
window s p a n d r e l s  recessed beh ind  t h e  p l a n e  o f  t h e  p i e r s  t h a t  r i se  t o  t h e  
c o r n i c e ,  i t  i s  o f  a  k i n d r e d  s p i r i t  wi th  such S u l l i v a n e s q u e  b u i l d i n g s  a s  t h e  
Guaranty Bu i ld ing  i n  B u f f a l o ,  N .  Y .  and cou ld  be c o n s i d e r e d  an e a r l y  ex- 
ample o f  t h a t  s t y l e .  Other  e lements  o f  t h e  b u i l d i n g ,  such  a s  t h e  t u r n i n g  
back o f  t h e  c o r n e r  bays  t o  c r e a t e  an oc t agona l  f e e l i n g  t o  t h e  upper s t o r i e s  
o f  t h e  f a c a d e ,  appeared  i n  l a t e r  b u i l d i n g s  a l s o ,  p a r t i c u l a r l y  i n  t h e  Phoenix 
Mutual I n su rance  Co. Bu i l d ing  i n  Boston,  by Cady, Berg and  See ,  c o n s t r u c t e d  
i n  1897. The t h i r d  f l o o r  o f  t h e  b u i l d i n g ,  a  h a l l  t h a t  c o u l d  seat 500, was 
u t i l i z e d  a t  f i r s t  by t h e  YMCA and l a t e r  by t h e  Danbury High School .  The 
b a n k ' s  i n t e r i o r  w a s  remodel led  i n  1971 f o l l o w i n g  a  s p e c t a c u l a r  robbery  i n  
which t h e  o f f i c e  was blown up.  (Photograph 25) 

S t .  Peter 's  Rec to ry ,  c o n s t r u c t e d  i n  1891, i s  t h e  most s i g n i f i c a n t  example 
w i t h i n  t h e  d i s t r i c t  o f  t h e  i n f l u e n c e  o f  R ichardson ian  Romanesque. I t  i s  a  
we l l -p rese rved  b u i l d i n g ,  w i th  a l l  o f  i ts  e x t e r i o r  and i n t e r i o r  e lements  
i n t a c t .  The b u i l d i n g ' s  twin o c t a g o n a l  towers  a r e  u n i t e d  a t  t h e  ground 
f l o o r  by a s t r i k i n g  e n t r y  a r c h  o f  molded b r i c k .  Windows are round a r ched  
th roughout ,  t h e i r  a r c h e s  occup ied  by s t a i n e d  g l a s s ,  p a r t i c u l a r l y  i n  t h e  
f a c a d e  and on t h e  s o u t h  s i d e ,  l i g h t i n g  a  s t a i r c a s e  t o  t h e  second f l o o r .  
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The b u i l d i n g ' s  mantels ,  parquet  f l o o r s  and p l a s t e r  work a r e  i n t a c t .  
( Photograph 8 )  

The Courthouse, cons t ruc ted  i n  1899 and designed by Warren Briggs,  i s  a  
well-preserved example of  i t s  type and i s  the  major example o f  Beaux A r t s  
N e o  -Classicism within t h e  d i s t r i c t .  I t  f e a t u r e s  a  balanced facade with 
a  c e n t r a l  p r o j e c t i n g  pav i l ion  and a  green copper dome. The b u i l d i n q ' s  
i n t e r i o r  i s  o r i g i n a l ,  p a r t i c u l a r l y  the  main courtroom. (Photograghs 5,. 6 )  

Another s i g n i f i c a n t ,  well-preserved example of  Beaux A r t s  Classicism within 
t h e  d i s t r i c t  i s  t h e  Savings Bank o f  Danbury a t  No. 2 2 4  Main S t r e e t .  The 
l imestone bui ld ing  a l s o  inc ludes  some Colonial  Revival f e a t u r e s ,  such a s  
t h e  swan's neck pediment over the  f r o n t  doorway. The doorway, which 
f e a t u r e s  bronze doors enriched by engraved c l a s s i c a l  motifs  such a s  cornu- 
copiae ,  ram's heads and lamps, i s  flanked by f l u t e d  Corinthian p i l a s t e r s  
and i s  surmounted by a  l a r g e  round arch ,  l i g h t i n g  the lobby. Above i s  a  
f r i e z e ,  modillioned corn ice  and c r e s t  bear ing the  bank ' s  name, and a  balus- 
t r ade .  The bays on e i t h e r  s i d e  o f  the  doorway above the  f i r s t  f l o o r  
windows have i n s e t  panels  with carved,  f o l i a t e d  r e l i e f .  'rhe o v e r a l l  sym- 
metry and s i m p l i c i t y  o f  the  design a r e  enhanced by the  landscaping. The 
bu i ld ing  i s  s e t  a t o p  a  s l i g h t  eminence and i s  reached by a  f l i g h t  of  ten  
g r a n i t e  s t e p s  from t h e  Main S t r e e t  sidewalk. To e i t h e r  s i d e  i s  a  lawn 
a r e a ,  enclosed on t h e  south s i d e  fac ing  Chapel Place by a  l imestone balus- 
t r a d e ,  t h e  members o f  which match the  ba lus t rade  a t  t h e  parapet .  
( Photograph 2 5) 

The Pos t  O f f i c e ,  a t  No. 265 Main S t r e e t ,  i s  t h e  most s i g n i f i c a n t  example of  
Georgian Revival within the  d i s t r i c t .  I t  i s  d i s t ingu i shed  by i t s  well- 
preserved e x t e r i o r ,  and i t s  i n t a c t  i n t e r i o r  woodwork. ( Photograph 20) 

The Palace Theater,  cons t ruc ted  i n  1928, i s  s i g n i f i c a n t  f o r  i t s  well- 
preserved Amadesque i n t e r i o r ,  which i s  e s s e n t i a l l y  i n t a c t  d e s p i t e  t h e  
conversion o f  i t s  s e a t i n g  a rea  i n t o  a  t r i p l e x  i n  1979. The lobby and foyer  
have n o t  been a l t e r e d .  

Severa l  bui ld ings  achieved a r c h i t e c t u r a l  s i g n i f i c a n c e  following extens ive  
enlargements. The e a r l i e s t  of these  i s  S t .  James Church, o r i g i n a l l y  b u i l t  
from 1867 t o  1872. The Gothic Revival church i s  o f  l o c a l l y  quar r i ed  r u s t i -  
ca ted  g r a n i t e  with c a s t e l l a t e d  tower and s l a t e  roof with "s t reaky bacon" 
p a t t e r n .  Its i n t e r i o r  i s  o r i g i n a l .  In 1929, the  p resen t  p a r i s h  h a l l  was 
cons t ruc ted  t o  t h e  west . Without overwhelming t h e  o r i g i n a l  s t r u c t u r e  t h e  
bu i ld ing  r e p e a t s  t h e  r u s t i c a t e d  g r a n i t e  t e x t u r e  and pointed arch  windows of  
t h e  o r i g i n a l  bu i ld ing ,  adding half-t imbering and a  gab le -  a t  the  west end 
fac ing  West S t r e e t  with a  l a r g e  pointed a rch  window of  s t a i n e d  g l a s s  with 
Gothic t r ace ry .  I t  was designed by P h i l i p  Sunderland, Danbury's major 
a r c h i t e c t  from 1893 u n t i l  1933. (photograph 15)  

The Danbury News o r  News-Times bu i ld ing  a t  No. 288 Main S t r e e t  was a  two- 
s t o r y  I t a l i a n a t e  block when i t  was cons t ruc ted  a s  tha newspaper's o f f  i c e  
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i n  1873. I n  1893 i t s  s u c c e s s f u l  p u b l i s h e r  and e d i t o r ,  James Montgomery 
B a i l e y ,  had t h e  b u i l d i n g  e x t e n s i v e l y  remodel led .  I t  was t h e  f i r s t  com- 
m i s s i o n  o f  P h i l i p  Sunder land ,  who added a  tower based  on  t h e  d e s i g n  o f  a  
b u i l d i n g  h e  had p a s s e d  on  h i s  way t o  c l a s s e s  a t  t h e  I n s t i t u t e  f o r  Artists 
and A r t i s a n s  i n  N e w  York C i t y .  A t h i r d  s t o r y  was added and t h e  b u i l d i n g  
was ex tended  t o  t h e  r e a r .  k l a r g e  round a r c h e d  window o f  molded b r i c k  was 
added i n  t h e  n o r t h  bay o f  t h e  f i r s t  f l o o r .  Located  a t  t h e  i n t e r s e c t i o n  o f  
Main and White and E l m  S t r e e t s ,  known a s  Wooster Square ,  o p p o s i t e  w h i t e  
S t r e e t ,  t h e  m a i n - s o u r c e  o f  incoming t r a f f i c ,  t h e  b u i l d i n g  became a  prominent  
landmark,  and  was wide ly  i d e n t i f i e d  w i t h  Danbury. (Pho tograph  31)  I t  
appeared  on  t h e  c o v e r  o f  t h e  N e w  Yorker  magazine i n  1949. 

The p r e s e n t  C i t y t r u s t  bank was o r i g i n a l l y  c o n s t r u c t e d  a s  a  two-story Neo- 
C l a s s i c a l  s t r u c t u r e  i n  1912. Dwarfed by t h e  n e i g h b o r i n g  Union Savings  Bank, 
t h e  C i t y  N a t i o n a l  Bank i n  1929 e n l a r g e d  t h e  b u i l d i n g  on  d e s i g n s  by Morgan, 
Trench & C o .  o f  N e w  York. Completed i n  1931,  t h e  r e m o d e l l i n g  added a  s u i t e  
o f  o f f i c e s  on  a  new t h i r d  f l o o r  and a  new marble  f a c a d e  based  on  a  Roman 
t r i u m p h a l  a r c h .  A b r o n z e  r e l i e f  o f  an  I n d i a n  r e c l i n i n g  on a  h i l l s i d e  over -  
l o o k i n g  t h e  P l a i n  o f  Pahquioque was taken from o n e  o f  t h e  K a t i o n a l  Pahyuioque 
Bank 's  e a r l y  n o t e s .  (Photograph 25) 

There  a r e  s e v e r a l  good examples o f  mul t i - f ami ly  b u i l d i n g s  w i t h i n  t h e  Main 
S t r e e t  H i s t o r i c  D i s t r i c t .  N o s .  28-32 K e e l e r  S t r e e t  i s  a  w e l l - p r e s e r v e d  
Gueen Anne-s ty le  tenement  w i t h  most o f  i t s  f e a t u r e s ,  i n c l u d i n g  i t s  s l a t e  
mansard r o o f ,  o c t a g o n a l  p r o j e c t i n g  bays w i t h  c o n i c a l  r o o f s  and r u s t i c a t e d  
brownstone l i n t e l s  and  s i l l s  i n t a c t .  Nos. 17-21 L i b r a r y  P l a c e ,  comple ted  i n  
1892,  r e p r e s e n t e d  a  good example o f  Romanesque R e v i v a l  i n f l u e n c e  i n  a n  
e c l e c t i c ,  v e r n a c u l a r  b u i l d i n g .  Designed by J o e l  F o s t e r ,  t h e  b u i l d i n g  makes 
u s e  o f  o c t a g o n a l  bay windows on t h e  qround f l o o r s ,  j o i n e d  round a r c h e s  o f  
molded b r i c k  on t h e  s e c o n d ,  and h a s  d & ~ t e d , m o d i l l i o n e d  corn ices ,  'The 
b u i l d i n g ' s  s c a l e  and f e n e s t r a t i o n  r e l a t e  t o  t h e  Armory b u i l d i n g  which 
b o r d e r s  i t  to t h e  e a s t .  The two b u i l d i n g s  w e r e  d e s i g n e d  t o g e t h e r  by t h e  
same a r c h i t e c t .  ( p h o t o g r a p h s  1 1 ,  29 ) 

P a r t s  o f  t h e  d i s t r i c t  a r e  d i s t i n g u i s h e d  by s t r e e t s c a p e s  which f e a t u r e  
b u i l d i n g s  which r e l a t e  to  each  o t h e r  i n  s t y l e ,  f e n e s t r a t i o n  and m a t e r i a l s .  
The e a r l i e s t  example i s  t h e  K e e l e r  Block a t  N o s .  143-147 and t h e  G r i f f i n g  
Block e x t e n s i o n  a t  N o s .  149-151 Main S t r e e t .  These t w o  b u i l d i n g s ,  d e s i g n e d  
byDanbury b u i l d e r L a r c h i t e c t  J o e l  F o s t e r  and b u i l t  i n  1882 o n  t h e  s i t e  o f  a  
h o t e l  t h a t  had burned ,  r e l a t e  i n  s t y l e ,  f e n e s t r a t i o n  and  scale t o  t h e  
o l d e r  G r i f f i n g  Block to  t h e  n o r t h ,  a t  N o s .  153-157 Main S t r e e t .  The newer 
b u i l d i n g s  echo t h e  o l d e r  o n e ' s  round a r c h e d  windows and t h e  b u i l d i n g  a t  
Nos. 149-151 M a i n ' i s  a  v i s u a l  t r a n s i t i o n  between t h e  t w o .  (Pho tograph  1 2 )  

I n  1891  t h e  Darragan and  Larue  B u i l d i n g s ,  a t  No. 238 and N o s .  240-242 Main 
S t r e e t  r e s p e c t i v e l y ,  w e r e  c o n s t r u c t e d  s i m u l t a n e o u s l y .  The former  b u i l d i n g  
was d e s i g n e d  by l o c a l  a r c h i t e c t  J o e l  F o s t e r ,  t h e  l a t t e r  by Leoni W. Robinson 
o f  N e w  Haven. Though d i f f e r i n g  i n  h e i g h t ,  t h e  b u i l d i n g s  a r e  complementary 
i n  f e n e s t r a t i o n  p a t t e r n s ,  w i t h  l a r g e  segmenta l  a r c h e s  on  t h e  second s t o r y ,  
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round a r c h e s  on t h e  t h i r d ,  and r e c t a n g u l a r  windows on t h e  f o u r t h .  Window 
ornament i s  o f  t e r r a  c o t t a  t i l e  i n  No. 238, and o f  r u s t i c a t e d  brownstone 
i n  Nos. 240-242. (Photograph 27) 

The convent ,  school  and r e c t o r y  of  S t .  P e t e r ' s  Roman C a t h o l i c  p a r i s h  on t h e  
w e s t  s i d e  o f  Elmwood Park ( F i g u r e  3 )  r e l a t e  t o  each o t h e r  i n  t h e i r  r e d  b r i c k  
e x t e r i o r s ,  r u s t i c a t e d  g r a n i t e  copings  and s c a l e ,  d e s p i t e  be ing  o f  d i f f e r i n g  
s t y l e s  . 
A number o f  b u i l d i n g s  designed by Danbury a r c h i t e c t  P h i l i p  Sunderland 
complemented t h e  e x i s t i n g  s t r e e t s c a p e .  Nos. 18-20 and Nos. 22-24 west  
S t r e e t ,  a p a i r  o f  s tucco  I t a l i a n a t e  Lodge iXalls, r e l a t e  t o  each o t h e r  i n  
s t y l e ,  s c a l e  and massing. (Photograph 14 )  No. 261 >lain S t r e e t ,  b u i l t  a t  
t h e  same t i m e  a s  t h e  P o s t  O f f i c e  which a d j o i n s  i t  t o  t h e  n o r t h  a s  a  c l o t h -  
i n g  s t o r e ,  c a r r i e s  o u t  t h e  b r i c k  facade  and b u i l d i n g  h e i g h t  o f  t h e  l a r g e r  
P o s t  O f f i c e  . ( Fho tograph 20) Two s t o r e s  designed by P h i l i p  Sunderland 
f o r  m e m b e r s  o f  t h e  m e r c a n t i l e  McLean family a l s o  r e l a t e  t o  each o t h e r  and 
t o  o l d e r  b u i l d i n g s  around them. No. 213 Main S t r e e t  was cons t ruc t ed  i n  
1911, No. 215 Main S t r e e t  i n  1924. Their  s c a l e ,  b u i l d i n g  h e i g h t s  and 
c o r n i c e s  f i t  them i n t o  t h e  e x i s t i n g  commercial s t r e e t s c a p e  on t h e  e a s t  s i d e  
o f  Main n o r t h  o f  L i b e r t y ,  (Photograph 13 )  The s t r o n g e s t  example o f  new 

I c o n s t r u c t i o n  designed by Sunderland r e l a t i n g  t o  an  e x i s t i n g  s t r e e t s c a p e  i s  
tke Martha Apartments,  b u i l t  i n  1926. Designed t o  be a  modern, f i v e - s t o r y  
apar tment  b u i l d i n g  with  s t o r e s  a t  street l e v e l ,  i t  was c o n s t r u c t e d  i n  t h e  
middle o f  a  b lock  o f  o l d e r  b u i l d i n g s  between L i b e r t y  and K e e l e r  S t r e e t s  on 
t h e  e a s t  s i d e  o f  Main S t r e e t .  Sunder land ' s  des ign  ach ieves  a  C l a s s i c a l  
ba lance .  Viewed a s  a  whole t h e  b lock  has  t h e  t a l l ,  U-shaped Martha bu i ld -  

! i n g  i n '  t h e  c e n t e r ,  f l anked  by a  p a i r  of  low, t h ree - s to ry  b u i l d i n g s  t o  e i t h e r  

s i d e ,  and wi th  t a l l e r ,  f ou r - s to ry ,  more massive b u i l d i n g s  a t  each end. 
The a rched  wooden logg ia  i n  t h e  middle s t o r i e s  o f  t h e  two wings o f  t h e  
Martha Bui ld ing  p i c k s  up t h e  segmentally-arched windows o f  t h e  I t a l i a n a t e  
b u i l d i n s s o n  e i t h e r  s i d e  o f  it. The block i s  v i s u a l l y  cohes ive  and u n i f i e d .  

The d i s t r i c t  - i s  p a r t i c u l a r l y  s i g n i f i c a n t  a r c h i t e c t u r a l l y  f o r  i t s  wide range 
of  commercial a r c h i t e c t u r e ,  Most o f  t h e  major s t y l e s  and methods o f  con- 
s t r u c t i o n  t h a t  evolved i n  commercial a r c h i t e c t u r e  between t h e  l a t e  e i g h t e e n t h  
cen tu ry  and t h e  mid-twentieth a r e  r ep re sen ted  i n  t h e  s t r e e t s c a p e s  o f  t h e  
d i s t r i c t .  The e a r l i e s t  example i n  t h e  d i s t r i c t  o f  a  b u i l d i n g  designed 
p r i n c i p a l l y  f o r  commercial u s e  i s  t h e  1790 John Dodd Shop on t h e  p rope r ty  
o f  t h e  Scott-Fanton Museum a t  No. 43 Main S t r e e t .  The g a b l e  roofed  one 
and a  h a l f - s t o r y  c lapboard  b u i l d i n g  has  a  c e n t r a l  e n t r y  and a  s i n g l e  l a r g e  
room on t h e  f i r s t  f l o o r ,  wi th  s t a i r s  l e a d i n g  t o  bedrooms on t h e  second 
s t o r y .  The l a r g e  i n t e r i o r  space ,  hea ted  by a  f i r e p l a c e  on t h e  e a s t  s i d e ,  
w a s  o r i g i n a l l y  an apothecary  shop with  t h e  owner ' s  l i v i n g  q u a r t e r s  on t h e  
second f l o o r .  The b u i l d i n g  i s  1 8 '  x 3 0 1 ,  t h r e e  bays  wide and two bays  
deep wi th  1 2  x  1 2  windows. (Photograph 2 )  Near ly  a c r o s s  t h e  street from 
t h e  Dodd Shop, a t  No. 36 Main S t r e e t ,  i s  a  two-story b r i c k ,  Greek Revival  
b u i l d i n g  c o n s t r u c t e d  c. 1830. The b u i l d i n g  is  s imple  i n  des ign ,  wi th  
6 x  6  windows, t h r e e  bays  wide and a  f4n i n  t h e  g a b l e ,  which f a c e s  Main 
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S t r e e t .  Again t h e  s t o r e  was on  t h e  ground f l o o r  and l i v i n g  qua r t e r s . : f o r  t h e  
owner on  t h e  second f l o o r .  (Photograph 3 )  F u r t h e r  development o f  t h e  
Greek Rev iva l  commercial b u i l d i n g  i s  seen  i n  t h e  Bened ic t  and Nicho l s  
Bu i l d ing  a t  Nos. 191-193 Main S t r e e t .  I t  i s  s q u a r e  w i t h  a  moderate h i p  
r o o f ,  c h a r a c t e r i z e d  by t r a b e a t e d  l i n t e l s  and s i l ls  o f  l imes tone  and g r a n i t e  
and a mod i l l i oned  c o r n i c e .  One o f  t h e  f i r s t  commercial b l o c k s  o n  Main 
S t r e e t ,  t h e  b u i l d i n g  had two s t o r e s  o r i g i n a l l y  on t h e  ground f l o o r ,  rooms 
f o r  s m a l l  b u s i n e s s e s  and  s e r v i c e s  l i k e  b a r b e r s ,  t a i l o r s  and m i l l i n e r s  on  
t h e  second ,  and a mee t ing  h a l l  on  t h e  t h i r d .  

The I t a l i a n a t e  b lock  began t o  appear  a f t e r  t h e  Pan i c  o f  1857. I t  was 
i n c r e a s i n g l y  l a r g e r  i n  s c a l e  and more o r n a t e ,  b u t  i t s  o r g a n i z a t i o n  was 
s i m i l a r  t o  Nos; 191-193 Main S t r e e t ,  o c c a s i o n a l l y  w i t h  l i v i n g  q u a r t e r s  on 
t h e  upper  f l o o r s ,  b u t  g e n e r a l l y  commercial space .  Nos. 153-157 Main S t r e e t ,  
t h e  G r i f f i n g  Block,  i s  a good example o f  t h e  i n c r e a s i n g l y  o r n a t e  c h a r a c t e r  
and l a r g e r  s c a l e  o f  t h e  I t a l i a n a t e  b locks .  'The b u i l d i n g  h e l d  t h r e e  s t o r e s .  
I t  f e a t u r e s  molded window su r rounds  on  t h e  upper  s t o r i e s ,  q u o i n s  and  an  
i n t a c t  b r a c k e t e d  wooden c o r n i c e  w i th  t e a r d r o p - l i k e  r e t u r n s  and bulbous  
pendan t s .  A good example o f  a  l a t e r  development o f  t h i s  t ype  o f  b lock  is 
t h e  Hawley Block a t  Nos. 171-173 Main S t r e e t ,  which i s  s i m i l a r  i n  s t y l e  t o  
s e v e r a l  o t h e r  b u i l d i n g s  i n  t h e  d i s t r i c t .  The Hawley Block f e a t u r e s  ped i -  
mented window heads  and a b r a c k e t e d  wooden c o r n i c e  c h a r a c t e r i z e d  by d e l i c a t e  
i n c i s e d  ornament.  The b u i l d i n g  r e t a i n s  an e a r l y ,  p r e s s e d  me ta l  s t o r e f r o n t  
c o r n i c e .  (Pho tographs  1 2 ,  1 3 )  

A Romanesque i n f l u e n c e  began t o  appea r ,  a s  w e l l  a s  a  more mass ive  s t r u c t u r a l  
q u a l i t y ,  w i t h  t h e  c o n s t r u c t i o n  o f  t h e  Treadwel l  Block a t  Nos. 266-268 Main 
S t r e e t  i n  1885. B u i l t  i n  t h e  middle  o f  a  b l o c k  o f  s m a l l e r  I t a l i a n a t e  
b u i l d i n g s ,  i t  s t a n d s  o u t  v i s u a l l y  a s  t h e  most dominant  on  t h e  w e s t  s i d e  o f  
Main between L i b r a r y  P l a c e  and  E l m  S t r e e t .  I ts  f a c a d e  is  d i v i d e d  by t h r e e  
round a r c h e s  t h a t  rise t o  t h e  c o r n i c e ,  d i v i d e d  by p i e r s .  The second s t o r y  
is made up o f  p a i r e d  round-arched windows. The c o r n i c e  i s  ornamented by 
t e r r a  c o t t a  t i l e s .  (Photograph 30 )  

fin o r i g i n a l  v e r n a c u l a r  example o f  Romanesque i n f l u e n c e  is  t h e  meat warehouse 
a t  1 I v e s  S t r e e t ,  b u i l t  f o r  t h e  S w i f t  Co. i n  1893 and p r e s e n t l y  used  f o r  
i ts  o r i g i n a l  purpose  by Omaha Beef.  The f a c a d e  i s  d i v i d e d  i n t o  a  c e n t r a l  
s e c t i o n  and two s i n g l e  bay wings by a t h r e e  s t o r y  round a r c h  f l a n k e d  by 
p i e r s .  A t  s t reet  l e v e l  t h e  d i v i s i o n  h a s  a  c o r n i c e  o f  r u s t i c a t e d  brown- 
s t o n e .  A t  t h e  second  s t o r y  is  a s i n g l e  l a r g e  segrnental ly-arched window 
spann ing  t h e  p i e r s .  A t  t h e  t h i r d  s t o r y  is  an  a r c a d e  o f  round a r c h e s  w i th  
c o r b e l l e d  heads .  A p o i n t e d  g a b l e  peak i s  suppo r t ed  from t h e  r e a r  by a 
me t a l  suppo r t .  (pho tograph  22)  

The Beaux A r t s  s t y l e  i s  ev idenced  i n  t h e  H u l l  B u i l d i n g ,  c o n s t r u c t e d  by 
F r e d e r i c k  H u l l  on  t h e  s i t e  o f  two o f  h i s  f i r m ' s  e a r l i e r  b u i l d i n g s  which 
had been d e s t r o y e d  by f i re .  Fol lowing t h e  d e s t r u c t i o n  o f  t h e  f a m i l y ' s  
hardware s t o r e  i n  1906 H u l l ,  de te rmined  t o  e l i m i n a t e  t h e  r i s k  o f  f i r e ,  
commissioned t h e  B r i d g e p o r t  a r c h i t e c t s  Meloy and Beckwi t h ,  who de s igned  a 
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b u i l d i n g  o f  b r i c k  and r e i n f o r c e d  c o n c r e t e .  The b u i l d i n g ' s  ornament  i s  
Neo-Class ica l  , w i t h  a  d€ntiari&d c o r n i c e  above t h e  second s t o r y ,  ornamented 
w i t h  egg  and d a r t  moldings.  I t s  p i e r s  a r e  surmounted by t r i p l e  i r o n  
b r a c k e t s  o f  a n  e l a b o r a t e  openwork d e s i g n .  Above t h e  t h i r d  s t o r y  c o r n i c e  
i s  a  b a l u s t r a d e - l i k e  r e l i e f  and c e n t r a l  pedimented crest. The b u i l d i n g ' s  
d e s i g n  a l s o  makes u s e  o f  po lychromat ic  b r i c k  work a t  t h e  t h i r d  s t o r y ,  
w i t h  r e d  b r i c k  d iaperwork i n  a  diamond p a t t e r n .  The H u l l  E u i l d i n g  i s  
a r c h i t e c t u r a l l y  s i g n i f i c a n t  a l s o  f o r  i ts  r e i n f o r c e d  c o n c r e t e  and s tee1 
c o n s t r u c t i o n ,  t h e  e a r l i e s t  example i n  t h e  d i s t r i c t .  'There a r e  no wooden 
s t r u c t u r a l  m e m b e r s  u sed  i n  i ts  c o n s t r u c t i o n .  'The b u i l d i n g  h a s  been 

j 
c l e a n e d  i n  1982,  t h e  i r o n  b r a c k e t s  r e s t o r e d ,  and an  exposed former  p a r t y  
w a l l  on  t h e  n o r t h  s i d e  i s  b e i n g  covered  w i t h  b r i c k  matching t h a t  used  i n  
t h e  f a c a d e .  ( Photograph 1 3  ) 

The M o d e r n i s t i c  s t y l e  o f  t h e  1920s  and 1930s i s  r e p r e s e n t e d  i n  t h e  d i s t r i c t  
by f e a t u r e s  i n  s e v e r a l  b u i l d i n g s .  'rhe most s i g n i f i c a n t  and best p r e s e r v e d  
example i s  t h e  b;oolworth B u i l d i n g  a t  Kos. 239-249 Main S t r e e t .  I ts  porce-  
l a i n  f i n i s h  and t e r r a  c o t t a  f a c a d e  i s s t e p p e d  i n  t y p i c a l  " z i g g u r a t "  f a s h i o n ,  
w i t h  a  s t o r e f r o n t  f r i e z e  o f  chevron d e s i g n .  The s t o r e ' s  walnut  p a n e l l i n g  
is  e n t i r e l y  i n t a c t ,  and a b s t r a c t ,  s t r e a m l i n e d  g r i l l - l i k e  c a p i t o l s  remain 
o n  t h e  s u p p o r t i n g  p o s t s ,  a l o n g  w i t h  t h e  marb le  b a s e s .  A b l a c k  g l a s s  
m i r r o r  w i t h  g e o m e t r i c  d e s i g n  i s  a t  t h e  former r e a r  e n t r y .  (Photograph 1 9 )  

The Main S t r e e t  d i s t r i c t  i s  u n i q u e  f o r  i n l a n d  i n d u s t r i a l  c i t ies  o f  Danbury ' s  
s i z e  i n  C o n n e c t i c u t .  Most o t h e r  c i t ies  grew up a round  w a t e r  power s i tes  i n  
t h e  e a r l y  t o  mid-n ine teen th  c e n t u r y  o r  a s  ports. Danbury ' s  i n s t i t u t i o n a l  
and commercial  c e n t e r  h a s  been c o n c e n t r a t e d  i n  t h e  same a r e a  s i n c e  i t s  
found ing ,  and t h e  e v o l u t i o n  o f  t h e  community i s  e v i d e n t  i n  t h e  a r c h i t e c t u r e  
r e p r e s e n t e d  i n  t h e  d i s t r i c t .  The c h a r a c t e r  o f  the d i s t r i c t  i s  d e f i n e d  by 
t h e  v i s u a l  impact  o f  t h e  m a j o r i t y  o f  i t s  b u i l d i n g s .  The d i s t r i c t  h a s  a  
d i s t i n c t l y  e i g h t e e n t h  c e n t u r y  c h a r a c t e r  s o u t h  o f  Elmwood P a r k  and a  n ine -  
t e e n t h  and  e a r l y  t w e n t i e t h  c e n t u r y  c h a r a c t e r  n o r t h  o f  Elmwood Park .  The 
d i s t r i c t  i s  t h e  major  c o n c e n t r a t i o n  o f  commercial and i n s t i t u t i o n a l  a r c h i -  
t e c t u r e  i n  Danbury, and  i s  i n c l u s i v e  o f  a l l  o f  t h e  major  e x t e n s i o n s  o f  
Main S t r e e t  a r c h i t e c t u r e  and  f u n c t i o n s  on a d j a c e n t  s i d e  streets. 

Foo t n o  test- 

1/ R i f k i n d ,  C a r o l e ,  Main S t r e e t :  The Face o f  Urban America. 
N e w  York,  Harper  and Row, 1977. 

2/ B a i l e y ,  James M . ,  comp. The H i s t o r y  o f  Danbury, 1684-1896. 
N e w  York, Bur r  P r i n t i n g  House, 1896,  

3/ Danbury N e w s ,  Nov. 1 6 ,  1881. 

4/ B a i l e y ,  op. c i t .  p.265 
I. 



NPS Form 1&WOm 
0-a 

OMB No. 1024-0018 
Exp. 10-31-84 

United States Department of the Interior 
National Park Service 

~ a t i o n a l  Register of Historic Places 
Inventory-Nomination Form 

Main S t r e e t  H i s t o r i c  D i s  r i c t  
sheet Danburv , C o n n e c t i c u t  hem number 8 Page 1 4  

5/ Andrews , Watson, " E a r l y  R e c o l l e c t i o n s  o f  Danbury . " 
6/ Pease  and  N i l e s ,  G a z e t t e e r  o f  C o n n e c t i c u t  and Rhode I s l a n d .  

7/ Danbury Zvening News, Nov. 1 5 ,  1837 

8/ I b i d . ,  A p r i l  2 0 ,  1881 

9/ I n t e r v i e w  w i t h  Stephen A .  C o l l i n s ,  A p r i l ,  1982 

10/ Danbury News, J u n e  9 ,  1878 

11/ 1-Iinley, Godfrey,  ed .  Larousse  Encyclopedia  o f  Music 
N e w  York, E x c a l i b u r  Books, 1981. 

12/  K i r k p a t r i c k ,  J o h n ,  ed .  C h a r l e s  E ,  I v e s  Memos 
N e w  York, W. W, Norton and Co., 1972,  pp.  325-326 

13/ I b i d .  p .  97 

14/  I b i d .  p p ,  63-64 



9; Major Bibliographical References 

See c o n t i n u a t i o n  s h e e t  

10. Geographical Data 
Acreage of nominated property sp-- 
Quadrangle name D a n b u r l  - 

UT M References 

A i l l ! 3 /  / 6 b f 3 ( 3 1 1 1 0 1  1 4 5 1 8 0  l 8 @ 1 0 l  
Zone Easting Northing 

1: 2 4 0 0 0  Quadrangle scale 

BM b 1213 ~ B B  1 l j l ~ ~ 2 1 s ~  o 1 
Zone Easting Northing 

c l l l 8 1  ( 6 1 2 ~ 1 3 ~ 2 P J  4 p  p ( 3 1 8 1 6 , 0 j  I 1612 19b 0 101 (46  189 1616101 

u u F w  u w 
GW u 

- 
IIIIllrl HI u u 

- - - - - - - - - - --- - - - - - -- - 
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