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A HOMICIDE.

on Turner Street.

Dr. Wile's A Autopsy

CONCUSSION OF
FROM A HEAYVY BLOW,

—f—m—T&ze—Goronei‘ﬁ-f—rquestr'"'

To the already long list of crimes com-
mitted in Danbury, anotbher has been
added. A startling tragedy was enacted
} on Turner street, Sunday night. Itisnot
al, but at the same time, the self ac-
knowledzed desler of the fatal blow
is safe behind the bars of the police
station.

Too many times have men been found
dead, their bodies bruised and clothing
tlorn, and the verdiet of *‘accidental
death or death at the haxds of un-
known parties,” given and the matter
thers and then dropped after but a few
days investigation.
" Here the investigation was com-
imenced immediately, and the principals
in the case put under lock and key
within a2 few houre after committing
the crime.

It was between 6 and 7 o'clock Monday
morning when a messenger breathlessly
informed Ofcer George Reed that a
man had been found dead—murdereq, it
‘was supposed,—in Turner street.

Without loss of time Reed stepped in-
to the station and by telephone notified
Medical Examiner Wile. He then has-

report came, and found the mutilated
‘body of Francis Burns, 8 young man
about twenty-six years of age, residing
with his parents on Grand strest.

No. 21 Turner street is a long, two-
story frame building with a store below.
This store i8 owned by Jobn MoNiff
and conducted as a grocery. Direotly
in the rear of this building is an old,
tumble-down sort of a building of two
stories, occupied as 8 tenement house
a8 long as the teaants .could remsin in
- i, and even now a portion of it is used
a8 a'habitation. The lower floor is un-

- door opens into & short hallway, whence
8 flight of stairs leads to theroomabove,
occupied by Mrs. Mary Ryan.

These two buildings are separated on-

> Dy & parrow yard, which affords a
arboring place for the boys of the

- neighboerhood, a8 half dozen chickens,
three or four ash heaps, a cisternor two,
and the usual amount of rubbish com-
Pletes the scenery of the neighborhood.

At the rear of Mrs. Ryan's apartmente,

dudjoiniog theyards of Centre street

property owners, are barns, horse-sheds,
chicken coops, etc.,, and between the
iwo a wide barnyard.

~ In this yard, close to the barn, the

~ scuffle in which the fatal blow was

struck occurred, and to the house in
which Mrs.Ryan lives,in fact,to the very

. apartments which she ocoupies, the vic-
tim was carried, and there breathed his

- last.

. From the shed to the door of the
—house two marks-were, Monday-morn
- ing discernable, showing in what man-
_ Der'the body had been carried to where
it was found. The marks were those of

X

Francis Burns Pounded to Death

THE BRAIN

Pprobable that the killing was intention-

‘(zenerally considered quiet and peace-

tened to the vicinity from which the h

..occupied, and sn unpainted wooden]

le absurd, as the body lay within thres
or four feet of her bed.

Again fshe claimed that she knew
when they brought the man but paid no
attention to the fact. She thought that
he was dead but did not take the trouble
to make any examination.

Still another story to! the effectithat

she got up and assisted in making
Burns comfortable.

After listening to the different stories
of the witnesses, the police deemced itias
advieable to place John McNiff under
arrest, and he i3 now in a cell at the
polics station. Sergeant Keating made
the arrest.

Burns’ entire body was covered with
bruises and scars. Back of his esr was
along cut, and another ome was con-
fpicious on his throat. The top and
side of his head was also badly bruised.

As the case now siands it is a clear
cage of homicide. Burns was alive and
well before being hit by McNiff, and
shortly after the occurrence was found
dead.

Burns, who was perhaps better known
as “Spitiz,” has for years been s well-
known character about town, but was

able.;
John MoNiff who is arrested for the
crimeis 8 well known saloon keeper.
He is proprietor of a place on White
street, and was formerly in business
with his brother, on Main street, near
the park.
Coroner Holt arrived at 11 o’clock and
took charge of the case.
All day Tuesday the friends of the
prisoner hung around the City Hall and
-wandered about the basement corridors,
hoping to get a chance of speaking with
im.
James McNiff, a brother of John, has
beer working hard to secure evidence
in fayor of the prisoner, whose only
chance seems to be im the burglary
story. The police have slso been kept
busy summoning witnesses tor the in-
uest.
The investigation of the police shows
conclusively that no one had broken in-
to McNiff's store during the night, as no
marks of violenoe could be found about
the buildings. A broken pane of glass
in a rear window was found to have
been in the same condition for weeks.
—TAR-ATTOPSY,
Anautopsy was held Tuesday morning
but the physicians refused to make any
definjte statement concerning it. It ia
however, ascertained that death wus
due to a concussion of the brain. Marke
of a heavy blow dealt by some blunt
instrument were found, and there was

Turner street was next examined. He
said he lived a short distance from Me-
Niff's store. Sunday night saw McNiff
about his store with a lighted lamp.

I asked him what was the matter and
he replied that someone hadeen break-
ing into his store. He said that the

rear of the yard. I went there and
found & man whom I cognized

|
Michael Hickey a Iaborer living on|

burglar was back there, pointing to the!

in Murphy’s. Later he testified that he.
had no idea that there h ad been any
trouble.

Thomas Ryan, another chum of Burns
8aid that he came down into the yard
back of MeNiff's, Sunday night. He
8aw McNiff and Jennings there, also
Burns lying on the ground near the
shed. He thought the latter was drunk.
He 100, saw McNiff out in the back yard
with a light in his hand. Hesaw 2 cut

ou-Bu 2 £fo He-asl

188 Fraucis Burns _lyio th
groupd npear- the shed. There were
cases of empty beer bottles lying near
bim. Iexamined Burns and found that
he was breathing. There were marks
and blood on his face. His hat was off
and his eyes were open. I did not speak
to him as he did not speak to me. I
2aid to McNiff that he should not be al-
lowed to stay there, but should be re-
moved toa more comfortable placs.
Another man then came along, and we
took him up to Mrs. Ryan’s place. He
was alive ween we reached the room up
atairs. Mrs. Ryan was upstairs alone.
We laid him down on the floor. I no-
ticed that his shirt was slightly torn. I
only staid a few minutes, and then-went
on to & wake. Idid not know whether
the man was drunk or badly hurt when
ae was taken up stairs.

Dr. Wile now entered and was at once
sworn. He testified as follows: I am
medical examiner for the town of Dan-
bury. I was first notified of this case by
telephone about gix o’clock Monday
morniog, by Officer Reed. I went to
the place where the body was found, in
Mrs. Ryan's apartments, and made an
external examination. I found some
bruises about the body. The head was
in an uncomfortable position. - Phe
bruises were all contusions, evldenﬂy
from blows or kicks. Some were slight
and some penetrating. There wasa little
blood on the left side of the neck where
it had trickled down from a cut above
There were also marks on theright hand
which was much swollen. Ithad the ap-
pearance of having been stepped on. I
made an examination of the premises
and vicinity. From the spot where he
had fallen, to Mre. Rysan’s door were
two parallel marks or grooves asif the
man had been half carried and half
dragged, his feet trailing behind him. I
found no signs of any struggle haying
taken place. I made a post-mortem on
the body to-day. The direct cause of
death was 8 hemorrhage into the brain
This hemorrhage was very extensive.
The clots of blood and fresh b cod sbout
the brain we estimate at fully half a
pint™ ¥ was a very- large hem-

brain as a result of the blow.

witn 8 heavy bottle._
THE INQUEST,

nearly a pint of congealed blood on the

impression that the blow was struck

orrhage -and one rarely ssen. The
bleod was all at the base of the
brain. From the nature of the marks, I
am positive that they indicate vio-
lence.—There was a spot in his forehead |
near the medium line, in the centre of

It is the

’l‘he inquest was commenced in the
City Hall, at 2 o’clock, yesterday.

For an hour before the time for the
hearing the street in the vicinity of the
City Hall and the halls’ of the building
were filled w ith a crowd composed of all
olasses of people, who at the opening of

which
clear through the skull.
could have been made had he been
struck with a piece of stick from which
pro ected a nail.
been done by a blow from a fist, unless

Was a8 penetration reaching
Such a8 wound

It could not have

| Burns’ heels, made as he was dragged

Jennines 8 laharaw

the doors rushed in and occupied every
available space in the portion of the
court room, reserved for spectators.

Bergeant Keating sssembled the wit-
(nesses in the police office below, and as|
they wers wanted they were brought
tup into the Foom abeve,
The first person sworn was Edward

hanliaie: oo Wi S o

the person- who dealt it wore a ring
with a sharp pointed setting, This pen-
etration was not, however, fatal.

There must have been several blows
Mom&faot-ene—formh—eontm
There were three distinct contussions on
the head alone, and three clots of blood |
under the scalp. Death would be much
more likely 10 result from such blows.

they didn’t know. He helped carry the
msan up stairs fo Mrs. Ryan’s room.

One of the (queer features of this por-
tion of the affair is thatin a neighbor-
hood like that, where drunkenness is so
common, these men suppesing that
Burns was drunk should take the trouble
to carry him up into the house, especial-
ly as the night was comparatively
warm.

Michael Moran, one of the men who
first discoyered that a robbery h&d
taken place, and who informed McNiff,
was the sixth witness exemined and
told the following stralghtforward tale :
I was on wny way home Sunday night at
not far from ten o’clock. A man near
MoNiff's told me that he had heard con-
siderable noise in the store. We went
around to the back of the building to
see if we conld find any one,; We heard
gome one walking away. e tried the
back door and found that it was unlock-
ed. John Brett was the man with me
and we went up to McNiff’s house,which
is on Whitlock street. He came back
with us, but we left him at Mein street.
He went on down to the store.

John Brett, who accompanied Moran,
8aid that he was going to his house on
Turper street about 10:20., He heard a
noise in the store, and meeting Moran,
asked him to go down k and “see
what it was. His testimony was:
“When we went down toward the rear
of the store, Francis Riley was sitting|
on the stoop of the store mext to Me-
Niff’s.. He told one of us that there was
no one in the store. He spoke up vol-
untarily and before we spoke to him. I
then heard the noise of bottles rattling
and a sound similar to the ringing of a|
bell on a money drawer. mn I went
down, Moran did not acoompnny me all
‘the way, and as I was. g back to]
where he stood,~ Riley: % me* and
went down towards the' rear-of the
store. We went down there asgain and
saw three fellows going along the resr
of the building. We then went up and
told McNiff, and he came down with us,
we parting with him at Main street.
Later I went] past .the place and saw
McNiff out in the yard with a light in
his hand.

In a cross-examination he stated that

(when he first-heard the noise Riley was|

alone on the stoop. After Riley had
gone toward the-back of the building,
and after the three men had been seen
to go along the back of the building,
Riley, Burns and Thomas Ryan appear-
ed together and took seats on the stoop.
James Phalon, of the irm of Tallant
& Phalon, lives in the same house with
McNiff, SBomeone-knecked at hid door
Sunday night and asked if Mr. McNiff
was in. Mr. Phalon-called* him down
and-heard the-man-in-the hallway teli
him that his store had been broken into.
Mr. MoNnﬂ went away with the man, -

e-Wwitnesses-were-excused for
the dsy. and the proceedings adJaumed
until 12 o’clock Wednesdsy.
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