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- I THERE A GONGPIRACY?

Who Poured that Qil on

Beer’s Lumber Pile.

WAS IT PRESTON?

NOT.

Did Trederick Bevins, another -of

‘Danbury’s well lmown citiceas, pour

thet oil there, either of himself or from
orders from some one whom hed r et
disobay, and perbaps did not care to
disoberf

Did Lawrence DBrown alins James
Preston, the unfortunate drunkard, who
+wis found in the yard that night, doit?

Ur did some oatside pariies, as yet
nuknown, sieal in there while Mr. Bar-
pum was wieiking, and throw that vil
around aad attempt to barn up the
place. §

These are the questions being asked
Dby our good citizens, and there avea
good muuy ramem zhout town, too, aud
rune of them de not at ali reflect any
credit on certzin of the parties inter-
ested in the cave, 1o far as their trath
and vericity is concerned, and it will be
some tane before the idea is gotirn out
of 2 good mnpy. Theking citizens

sy that the arrest of *Jnmes Pres
ton,” followed by the two d:ﬂ'«rr'tu
sworn statements by M Virgil I, Bar.
num, wus a plan to gun considerable
renown, and at the samne time gnun con-
siderable money.

1t 15 not ouly the fishy taste of the
story told by Mr. Rarnum and bis ex-
Private Secrciury Bevins that lins eaused
the prople 1o talk, but the fact that Mr.

take down what the night prowlers were
saying. Suddenly Mr. Bevins said the
time had come and he dashed out, and
the first thing Mr. Barnum kmew Mr.

Bevins had o man by the shoulder with
bis left hand and he pnshed a big revol-
ver under his chin with the other and
tickled his throat. Then heannounced:

“By G—, I'll have him!”

The man had been Iyiny down on a
pile of lumberand appeared to be sober.
Mr. Bevins started at ounce for the po-
lice station with him and he was locked
up on a charge of drunkenness and va-
grancy.

But when M. Bevins veturned he and
Mr. Barmum tonk their lanterps and
searchad cbout the place. They found
two buarned matehes some ei-"h‘ or ten

roes of the hour. They bore their hon-
ors modestly, however, and departed for
their homes with the feehag that when
the city of Dacbary ayoke in the morn-
ing the people would learn that they
were at Just free from the fire fend, and
wonld rise up and eall them blessed, and
they went to sleep to dream of floral of-
ferings, a reception in their honor at
Metropolitzn purk and a btouze medal
struck off with Mr. Barimm and his lau-
tern onono silo and Mr. Bevius with a
big revolver Lnder a man’s clin on the
other side, and the whole approprintely
inseribed.

When His Honor the Mayor axrived ot
the City hall in the moruing he was in-
formed of the condition of affairs aud be
at unee visited the seene, smelled the oit
soiked bonyd aud put the tno barned
matches in an envelope in his inside
pouket and ke stuted back to the ciby
hall to order prosecuting atlorney to
et owee indict “Jumes Preston” for
arson.

The proseentor thonght that if Pres-
ton was really the fire bug some more
time than a few honrs shoald Le spent
v dinvesti  gating  so that  there
woukl be no e¢hance =t all of the mis-

ereant r'ﬁmpmg s0 he szid he would
vot try him that dey but spend the duy
getting down v the boftom of the
bottom of the affair, and if the case

arson, or nnyknowlodge of such an at-
tempt. He was simply a poor dog

iy, and the court fnlfv understood it,
and he found him guilty of dranken-
ness alone, but suspended sentence.

His honor, the mayor, was not satis—
fled, however. Be took all Mr, Bar-
num s story of the keroscne oil, ete., ns
gc-:Pel truth, end he insisted on Pres-
ton’s committment to jail
for ten days that some
further investigalion could be male,
Subsequent events proved more thun
conclusively that Preston was entirely
innocent, end Friday he was released
from jail "aud made a bee line for the
city limits.

Now how did that oil come there? It
was just in the place where Preston was
found osleep, but it was not there as
Mr. Barnum afterwards admitted, when
he made his correctod statement next
day, when Prezton was found. It must
have heen put there during the time
that Bevins was away at the station
honse with his prisoner, and Mr. Bar-
num says no one could have done it as
he was there on guoerd.

Mayor Hopkins was very warm on
the matter, and when Prosecuting Attor-
ney Averill langhed at it, his honor said:
*Well, there is ouly one of two things.
Either Preston put that oil there, or
either oue of these two reputable eiti-
izens dxd.™

“You are ver_v!ngicll in yonr remarks
your honor,” said Mr. Averill, ‘you
were never more logical in your life,

warranted it he would meake it hotier

Either Preston or thess two reputuble

Either Preston or thess two reputuble
citizens put Lthat oil there. But Preston
never put it there.”
CAMP'S PARK NIGHT.
Mamle Ride Out For
leasure.

Menmney, Feb, 14, —Johnny Sullivan
and Henry MeNish took o haek apiece
Tuesday night with a pretty girl in each
huek aud weunt for a drive. The girls
were hungry, having had no supper, and
their considerate escoris stopped nt
Yost's bakery and bought a dozen
donghnuts and a loaf of rye bread apiceo
to feed the dames.on.

Then the ride b gan.

The next :top was at the South Meri-
den hotel, where sumething was bought
io rinse down ihe doughnuts and rye
bread.  Then out across the plains Dy
the Siiver city hotel sped the team with
the passengers pericrming acrobatic
feats inside, At Canp's park MeNish,
who was kunown as Mr, Skinner, wanted
to get out of the hack and take a walk
aroand the park with his Mamie and
hear the birds sing.  The walk was o
pleasant one and the nightingale sang
sweet melodies many times. Into the
haek and away to the Purk house Ar.
Skinaer amnd his Mamis were deiven
and {rom here to the depot where Mumie
took us]evp«r for Hartford, where slu:
was to make a speerh on woman's
rights before the Guls’ Frieadly league
in the evening.

When MeXNish's hack got home it was
found that o part of the fluor of the
hack and the neckboards were hroken.

Mr. Skinner mnl
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the prople 1o talk, but the Iact tiat Al
Buarnum was connceted with the cas: atb
all—that he, o man with some $60,000
to £75,000,  coutractor who has made
hundreds ufter hundreds of dollms out
of the city, a real estato dealer and real
estate owner was playing the role of a
private night watchwan, paid by the
. =ity at the rate of $2.50 per night, holl-
his appoiniment from the magor,
#" who has been granted speeinl privileges
in the matter of appointments and ni-
tending to his own business during the
day, and staying “l: all night 1o eateh
the raseal who bas held up o reign of
terror in Danbury for the pust two
years,

Mr. Barpum is too well known in
Daubary to need his picture reproduced
in these columns, e i8 the genfieman
who somo three years ago was shot by
bis brother-an law for iuterfermg in
some domoestic matters which the latter
thought hie couki settle hunse:f wi: hont
any ontside imerierence.  1le didn’t die
8 it was expected he woukd, Lut lived
to serve the pood people of Daubury aud
prove limsell a man with a puble
snisf und with the goud of the city at
heart,

air. Burnum is the bondsman of his
bhonor; the mnyor, in the latter's eapne
ity us deputy sheriff.  Shortly after the
last big nizht of fires the council got to-
gether and voled that there must be
something done to catch the fire-bug
and the rewurd for his=capture was
“histed” and a speeial commiitee ap-
powted toact. Ther were .to delegate
the power of appuinting special police-

the power of appuinting special police-
men to wateh mghts, nod the nayor
was naturally looked fone the man to
suggest the appointmenis, Natumlly
Mr. Barnum was appointed, and so also
was his lured man, Frederick Bevins,
who at that time had a hittle too much
liesure time on his hande,

Just what the idea was in appointing
Mr Barpum does not appear, for it is
commonly Lkmown that Mr. Daroum
couldu’t catch a hitelung post with =
lasso, to eay nothing of cutehing a man
who hns proved himself as slick as Dan-
bury’s fire-bug has.  In facl it is doubt-
ful whether Mr Barnum ecould catcha
horse car if it was canung towmds him.

Bat, however, lie was appointed and
Lie went oun duty somo wevks agoto
weich the Beers Iwmber yard ou Min
street just above the Franklin strec
crossing. XMr. Barnum is 2 good an
f:m.h!ufm:ul, sud when the interesls of
the people of Danbury are jrapardizad
lie can stay up twenty-four hours wrounnd
and bLie is never found wanting if there
is ihvee weeks of night and day duiy to
be done.  1le had as his companion Mr.
Fredarick Besins, who for some cight
years has worked for him and been pad
at thernte of §18 permonthand “found,”
and the two mudea pretiy good pair
There conld be nathing going onin
that lumber yard while hessrs, Bammum
aud Bevins are arvound, bub thow were
no sushieious persons who dared v
show up there until the meht they ar-
rested Jumes Prestor and lucked hin ap
up for drankenness and vagemine:, aud

aierwards charred him with attewmpling

wartanted it he would make it hotier
for Prestom than any fire he ever hit,
lotter in fact than the cri mson here-
aiter, and he decided to have an examin-
ativn the next afternoon.

That afternoon Messrs. Barnum and
Bevins were notiied to cull at the
wayors office, and they respounded.
Air. Barnum was told fo sing lis song?
He did o in o manner that ought {o
win Lim a place on the dramatic stage.
Sever was o song g0 dramatieally de-
tailed and never were gestures so ap-
proprintely used or the voiee so well in-
ficeted a8 during the recital.  The de-
tatling of the execution of Nunki Poo

wiasn 't ingit  at all  with  Mr,
Barnum’s  story, aud he held
the  hearers spell  bound  for o
Lulf an hour while e described

the dark nes sand the moaning wail
oi tite wind, the stealthy footstens and
the whispered conversation, then the
sudden rush of the captor :axd his s
ery of “Enreka” as he eaptured lus
mun and pulied him up from his recum-
brent position.

He told of afterwards hearing a whistle
aeress the street and of getiing hLis Jan-
tezn out to see if there were any evi-
denees of an arson having been attempt-
o1 just us soun as Mr. Bevins went away
with the prisouer, He described the
finding of the eil and was dead sure that
no one conld hiave put it there after the
prisoner was found, ns he watched the
place all the while, It was impossible
for ainy ome to have done it

Then Mr. Bevins was told to speak his
plece.  He guve the same detailing of

picce, He guvo the same detailing of
the eapture pretty mmneh as RMr, Bur-
nun did, while the Lattor chimed in at
every sentence and told the prosecutor
that evervthing was correct, because he
was Hhere and o it

“That's right, Mr. Devins, I was there,
wasn't Ii and saw it, " lhe repeated o
dozen times until Detective MeManus
of the Pikerten Soree told him o he
didn’{ shut np he would lire him ount in
thi- other room.  This had the effvct of
quietmng 3r. Barnum for the time being
and the eommitiee adjonrned,

The nexst day thers was a court frinl
aud the funoy pat of the ease came
. °

“James Preston, or Lawreuee Drown,
as his proper name is, is a trmnp black-
smith and known ail over the stale as
one of the best of workmen, bt one
whose enemy, vum, has wndone him,
At one time he worked  at Wothersficld
when e was @ young man, =nd was
Lnown as “Larry the dude,” as he
dressad hetier than his fellow-workmen
aml sought different amusements from
those melialged in by the ordinry  rin
of mechanies used to hand manual In-
vor. Heis aiall, broad-chested mah,
perhaps 5 feet 11 ineles in height, with
a spleadid physique and @ sirong, open
fave. ile hus been traveiling around
from post to post for severni Years,
worhivg ling cuougli in one place {o

% s potieh money to start him on a
spree, and then he steals o ride to the
next toan.

He steack into Danbury  the day be-
jore ho was arre.ed, and was on 2

£
Ead

hack and the neckboards were brokean.
The liveryraan does not understand just
how it conid have happened, but it is
supposed that the ealisthenie exercises
gone throngh are respousible.

Just previous to Mr. Shinuer's depar-
ture iu the back, be und Michael Cos-
tello had a short serap over Manie, as it
is  understood that Michae! wanted
Mamie {o arcompauy him on a journey
to Loaurel Grove. Bot Mr. Skinner won
the game and (ostello went to DBen
Clark’s to wash off the mud and bload.

Juhpny Sullivan strayed away from
Mr. Skiuner, but he returned snfely
Wednesdny morning and reports having
had o good time.

Artistic Derorating.

To any of our citizens who may re-
quire work in this line, either interior
or exterior, we cheerfully recommend
onr riend, Wi, Grant, JE., whose head-
quariers are at 33 IXlm stieel; this ecity.
You will find his siock complete.  Ouls,
ymints, sarnishes, brashes, ete., ecte.
Ready-mixed paints in any shade de-
siresl, Lo fact everything that yon may
eall for in his Iine. He will give you
estimates if yon so desire promptly and
surely. If you study your own wtcerests
you will eall and see him,

WANTED A FRIVATE FUNERAL.

“Rab? Selecis n Spot For a (irnve on the
Bail tirounds,

Meripex, Feb. 14 —Bab,” the fore-
man at O Brien’s livery stable, thought
strongrly of dyiug the first of the week,
but he conld not o it.  “Bub” never

but e conld not do 15 “Biab™ never
thinks of passing in his checks unless
he is full of stable ammonia, whick oc-
eurred Iast woel.

For a half day ““Bab” was ont on the
Meriden base ball grounds with a small
boy huoting an appropriate place to dig
his grave.  First he thought of being
buiied under the piteher's box, but the
small boy snid if ha were buried there it
wonld queer the ball and the pitcher
could uvever put a curve on. *“‘Bab™
then tonk a shovelful of dirt from each
one of the bases, but he thought his
body might bLe disturbed when tha
players slid for the base and he decided
to abaiddon the bases ns a spot for his
grave. But he at last struck the spot
when he put his shovel in the dirt where
the nmpire heps aronnd to avoild being
hit by the balls and rotten eggs sent at
him.

«There is the spot for my weary body
to repose,” said ““Bab” {o thesmall boy,
who wined the tears from Jiis eyes on
the tail of lns overcoat.

“Don't weep for me, sonny,” said
“Bab” to the hoy, “T will yest here in
peace as I ean lell the umpire to come
to h—] every time he calls a strike that
ougit to have heen a ball.  Yes, sonny,
I wiil be betier off here. I will stick
this ciay pipe in the ground right here
where 1 want you to tetl them to bury
me. Now we will zo home. See to it
well, Iad, all that L tell yen, and your
reward awaits you on high.”

“Bab" then wend to the stable and
barde the men an affectionate good-bye.
ie told them that he wanted them all
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SROW UD UNNe URTI INe T ney ar-
rested J: mmes Treston and Jucked bina sp
up for drapkenness and vagrmine:, aud
wterwards eharped him with attampimg
1o set fire 1o the lumber Taad.
Ae...n“:!n‘g to  3r. Barnum’s fir-
% slatoueat i were torother in
t.:r.. J'n"a lozr 1owards 1) o'cie-ii on
the night in questen and were di~nss-
ing the o<t metliod of passing thenigh:
» her suddenly the sound of velss
troke npon their lidening e There
were two persuus dfalkiny, Mr. Barnam
ir sure, and they couversed in -\‘11 4TS,
-and the tonor of their remavks could
wat b2 heard above the brecwe which
-soitly soaghed threngh 2 lumb. - piles
oA Lrwe (he et san brocze from the
il a.i‘u feress thelr brows. How-
ever] The men falked for sonte time and
o Mr. Bayunm's eagle eye eanghs a

P flash of light svhich might have beexn

made Ly 3 firediv nnd it been a pleasant

gvening  in “Jure. M. Darnum
is swe  he sa-r.' the  light,
The“l he ught M. Bev-

ins by the wrisi apd they both beng
fepward in the darkn ness and Mr. Bor-
pum 1anz up amecenger boy to sead

- hmmio iue house for s phonograph to

SPUee, Al TEel de Siedls L TIue 10 e

nextb teoan.

e strack into Danbury  thoe day be-
1'(:"9 he was wrre.ed, and was oen a
e. e was seon aronnd the stroets
tm., afternoon in an a:'lm‘mﬂl s'ago of
intoxication, and Iater in tha evening
Iic cotered n saloon on Keeler street
andasked for a drink. He was so

cank that the bartender refused to give
it 1o hun, so it can be judged how int toxi-
vated e was when a2 Danbuary bartend-
or tiinks he had too muel. He was
noticed by the police staggering aleng
up Aain street towards the lumber
Fard, bﬂ- they were only too glad
o letd mm fet out of the way and m-tto
sleep fo thay didn’t bother with lim.
He stumbled into the fumber yard and
luy down to sleep. He den’t remember
suything iben undil he was rudely
awaiesed by Bevins anl marched off
t- the police station, buthe was too
drunk to i inow that he was going rhere.

“he man’s clothes '\\'e*-e searchad.
There was not o smell- of cil about
them, There were somie matches in his
pocket, s they were not the same kind
as were foanl at the five, and he was
evidently innoceut of any atlempt at

=

“Bab" then went to the stable and

bade the men au affectionate good-bye.
He told them that he wanted them all
to stay avay from his funeral ashe want-
ed it to be a private one.
s “Iwanbtno one to follow this ecld
cornse to the grave but AMrs. O'Brien
and Mrs. Austin and they must go in
separate hacis.”

Then *“Bab” went to bed, fully ex-
pecting to wake up & corpse, bnt he
awoke in the morning and saw the sin
shimng., He felt himseli to see if ho
was reaily alive, and when he fouud
that he was his disappointment was
great.

Last night he went to the ball grounds
and pulled the clay pipe from the
ground and paiated it in mmonrning,

To the question, Which is your
favorite poem? There may be a greab
variety of answers;
Which is your favorite blood puritier?
thers can be only one reply—Aysr’
‘-”-meananlla, beoause it is the parest,
safest and mest ecohomical.

Lwhf. on the subject—A mntch’ ap-
phed to a cigar,

A
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bat when asked, -
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