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Srrr M T WATATT QTITINIDANT A QG - A T AT
COLLNECTI.UT WOLAIl SUFIRAGEZ ASSUC TATION.

MNINUTAS, EXECUTIVS BOARD.

June 3rd, 1921.

The final meeting of the Executive Board of the Connecticut Woman
Suffrage Associstion was held at the home of lliss Katharine Luding-
ton, President, at Lyme, June 3rd, 1l92l.

The meeting was called to order at 11.50 a.m. and Lirs. Porritt i
was elected Secretary pro.tem.

In the absence of the Secretary the minutes of the previous
meeting were omitted.

The President stated that the business of the meeting was to re-
ceive reports on the work that had teen done in closing out the

affairs of the Association and to meke final arrangements for dis- !
solution.

Liss Washburn, acting President and Treasurer, reported on the
closing of Hesdaquarters, and the taking up of work by the Connec-
ticut Leapue of Women Voters.

The Treasurer's report was then read by lLiiss Washoburn, and accepted.
The Treasurers' report is appended.

lioved by kiss QTyper that Mrs. Wm.T.Hincks be appointed a committee
to see that the dsebt on the Bridgeport pledge be collected, and that
the money be used to repay liiss Washburn, who had made herself res-
ponsible for the debt. liotion carried.
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Lioved that liiss Washburn be authorised to close the account. carried.
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A discussion followed of the ownership of lLrs.
o vote was tsken as it had veen voted at the
property of the C.W. .A.

schoonmaker's booke.
Convention that all such
should be given to the C.L.W.V.

o
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A discussion followed concerning the disposition of the banners of
the C.W.S.A. lLioved by liss Bulkley that the State banners and the
Co. banners be presented to the State Library. lLotion carried.
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lioved by liss Washburn that lliss Ludington, Mrs. Hepburn and Lirs.
Hincks be appointed a cormittee for the presentation of the banners
to the State Library. Carried.

Moved that a committee be appointed tc get into touch with towns
of which the C.W.S.A. has banners, conccrning the disposition of these
banners. liotion carried.

Moved by lrs. Hincks that the League of Women Voters be made residu-
ary legatee of all properties of the C.W.S.A. Carried.

lioved that committees appcinted at this meeting report to the C.L.W.X.
Motion carried.
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lloved that the records and archives of the Associstion be ofrered
to the State Library. Motion carried.

Moved that the minutes of this meeting be added to the archives.
Motion carried.

lioved by liiss Washburn that a farce now among the papers, be given
to lirs. Hepburne. llotion carried.

lloved that 2 committee be appcinted by the chair to get the archives
into shape for offering to the Statex Library. llotion carried.

Miss Ludington appointsd to this committee Lliss Bulkley, chairman,
Mrs., Porritt, Mrs. Deming and lirs. Day.

The following motion was then passed:-=-

Mhereas the work of the Connecticut Woman Suffrage Associastion, be-
gun in 1869 and carried on through years of indifference and ridicule,
then through years of bitter opposition to general acceptance and fin-
ally to complete accomplishment; and

Whereas at the final convention of the C.WM.S.A., hedd at Hartford,
November 18, 1920, the Executive Board was empowered asnd directed
to wind up the business of the organization and to complete its dis-
solution; therefore be it

Resolved: That we now declare the business c¢f the Connecticut Woman
Suffrage Association to be finished, and the Asspcistion dissolved.

Present: Miss EKatharine Ludington,President, Liiss Mabel Washburn,
Mrs. Thomas N.Hepburn, Mrs., Willlam T.Hincks, Krs. George H.Day,
Mrs. ®WdH.Deriing, Mrs. H.Townshend, Mrs. Sam. T.Russell, Jr.,liss Mary
Bulkley,Miss Edna Tyler,lMrs. Couch, Mrs. H.ll.Dadourian, and Lirse.
Kitchelt, and Mrs. Annie G.Porritt.

Annie G.Porritt, Sec. prc Tem.
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"hen we met 2 year agc the Susmn B. intheny ‘mendment had been ratified by ndnetsen
states including our neighbors llassashusetts, New Hanpshire,

Special sessions had been called in four other states. Completes ratification bafore

- . 1 . . 0y - !

Novenber seemed certain but we kxmew that Connecticut might b2 needed to malre up the -
full number and we that to bring Conzmecticut in would be hard work. We didn't o
t

xmew gquite what hard work it would be. ' &

he ob Ject of the campaigrn before the Association was perfectly clemr - it was tc
et a special session of the Connecticut legislaturs. The conventicn in Bridgeport
adooted a resolution declaring that since the party in power in the state was the
Republican party and since a siall but powerful group in that party h=d been blocking
suffrage, the immediate policy of the C.W.E.4 should be to concentrate oppositicm
against that small group. The Governor had been petitiocneu dy 103,000 wcmen of the
8tate, and hs had teen petitioned by a majority of each party ard of each house of
the legislaturs, to call 2 spacial sessiorn. Oome other means than those sc far

tried must be found toc move the Governor.
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As I look back over the year, the campaisn which never for a moment let up ir

intensity,falls into four main divisions:- the fight for ratification by February; a

period during which pressure was concentrated upon the Rspubdblican state central com-

mittee, and upon individuals vhom we kuew to be our busiest oospconents in the state.

Second, the campaign to presen® to the Governor proofs of an emergancy Justifying

the 02alling of a special session. Third, fcllowiug ratification by the 35th state,

the campaigrn which had for its slogan "lovember, 1920". Fourth, after Tennessee's
ratification, the campaign to get in Connecticut ac the 37th state and to obtain !

the negessary legislation to enable women to register and to vote.

The point of attack, it must be remembered, was negessarily the republican party.
|
Indications were very strong that the party in sower in Connecticut held independent

views on the matter of suffrage fram the national rerublican leadors. For on Decem-

ber 10 the National Committee recommended to Republican legislatwres the ratification

3 e

of the suffrage ameandment 2nd urged that special sessions be called in the stztes

P e



3

e A SR,

MR WS-

h had nct acted, sc that ratification might be ocomplete befora Febtrurmey lst
Mith the repudblican state contral ccmmittes as the immediate oblective, because

it 1 to ba the , the association at once launched a car-

aien both withir an thout the state. It was necessary tc have outside help,
hoth for the =a¥s of extsrnal pressure upo s withia the state,
for publicity in papers outside the state, and bdoause the leading regublicans

rere thoroughly acgurinted with suffrage arguments end with the Ccnnecticut workers.
It was had become a sort cf famni ffair betwae
And eo of Republican suffragists, the Phoenix Publicity Bur-
ean of New Yort, wero obizined, three werkors who were et tl sane time suffra-
gists, republicans, g trained intervi came intc Comnecticut. They

worized uader the directicn of the state association and under the advice and Sogges-

tions of our lccal leaders whose work they supplemented. They interviewed lsading

republisznan men throughout the state, gaining an insight into the situzation and an
understanding of the probtlemn that faced us. Whenevor possible thay obteired the sig-
these men to two petitions - one addressed to the state gentrzl committes,

urging the manbers to use their influance in obinining a specicl session ahd the other

tc the Governor'and throu their New York office they trought to tear perscnal ia-

o
fluence of Republicans in thair states.”/In the meantime ~ steady campaign of publi-

v

city was goil The state was circularized with fliers sotiing forth the

fact that the eyss of the nation wers upon Connecticut, amd that national rspublican
leaders such as Will Hays, Mr. Taft, Mr. Hughes, Senator Harding and General "ood all

endorsed ratification by means of special session, Miss Hinaman was filling the papers

in Coznecticut with suffrage maps showing Connecticut linked with the s0lid south, while
i = ’

the Phoenix Bureau was placing news stories about Connaecticuvt in the llew York papers.

m s

The rast of the country began to know that Ccnr.rac‘;icut/".:ffragists Intended to gat the

@

vota through the men of their own state.
In the meantime a Revublican Me:‘"s ?‘atifice_tion dormit tee was organized, with Mr.

Isaac M. Ullman as chairman, Lr. John T. Robinson as Secre8ary, and with a membership

of loyal frie of suffrage. It met first on Janua y 26 luk#® New Haven to dischss
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tha guestlon of presexiil tho case for a special sessica © the looislature. LIToug
out the winter and spring the ccomittee gave valuable help and advice to tre Lissccia&allcr
By the end of Jaonuary, 27 states had ratif .
¥y 27 states had ratiflied, including Riode Island -
and four meore states were ln cight, mrlv ir Februs
: rly ir February ths Repubtlican State Central

comnitte & <R, ¥
, Ol’n was "L g k S W i
] A (e] ..,eet. ana ‘)l...b were made for r SOnLil]( at th L ’i" 1t
i a n an a f pre ting ¢ that time a petition of
A am A% 3 D " n » W B n
178 nanies, -epresex;,l.e men 1)1‘0.11(1‘31}3 in peéruvy affairs i nearl S c
7 n¢ I arty Ta in nearly every comnunity 1r
the state. ‘he petit 3 i ) a o g
8 v ~ petition called upon th C i 3
s c por the Com:ittee and its chai M Rorab
1% ana L8 crnalrman, iTe Or ac
3 9

to use their influ i
A= ence toward the calling of a i
ne calllx a cpacial session of the legislatu
Sl -he legics lature;

it was pres 2 he =

t was presented by & member of the men's rati 2
the men's ratification committee - and as you «now,

was ignorede

cpinion by ox-Justice Hughes, and POrore TNe Lvw. -

this opinion was on every seat. Ve went armed W

ren's committee, i which leading lawyers

grounds with Governor Holcomb's latest refusal. lLate in the evening we were admicted

to the hearing before the resolutions cormittee, 2t which Miss Ludington, Mrs. Helena

ER11 Weed, lr. Francis Cole and Mr. Charles Treadweyk presented the suffrage case.
After a very animated discnssion the resolution was adopted by & vote of 25 to 8., Om

the following morning the convention, by the adoption of this resolution, respectfully

requested the govermor of the state to call a special session of the Genmeral Assembly
for the purpose of passing upon the amendment...In this way dig the republican poerty

iw the state formally go on racorde

Since November we had travaelad 2 long way, in breaking down one by one, the oppos i-

whe desire of a few women does not cre-

tion's defense. TFirst tha Governor had said:

ate an emergency.ﬁllhen he had objected on the ground thet suf frage was not an issue

when the present legislature was slected - & statement easily refuted b

that he could not change the

On March 15th he had said :

y current news-

state consti-
1A .

i

ith a second tulletin published by the A

5

of the shtate took isswe 0n constitutional %
o

51

4
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paper reports.
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tution otherwise than by the manner specifiedy fhen on March 3lst, that persistent
n

appeals do not constitute proéf of an emergency. And finzlly on April 10th, in reply
that he was ready %o receive proofs

to a letter of Colonel Ullman, the Governer stated

of an emergency.
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The situation, then, at the bsginning of

giniz had ratified quita as dramatically as len
& 1 o

remerber that one lone vote in the Senate saved
vote had to be snatched from t waters of the Pacific Coast and rushed across the con-

the legislature in

he
tin while the friends of suffrage worksd r

session. Washington also ratified on lMarch 22nd making the

only one more tc be gained. The only appare: nt and Connecti-

cut - both Republican states, pocsessing lag

clearly the task of the Asscciation, since the Gevernor

him with nroofs of a greater emergency than that of the state - the
hat there was a national emergency. In doing this the Associstion had an op-

sc¢c of work. The National Associsa-~

ct

portunity to put through 2 bdbrillian
tion had offered to send into Connecticut 3 wemen representing every state in the Unionm,
to Join in a concentrated rrotest against the Governor's refusal to allow the Connecti-
cut legislature to act and so to enfranchise the women of the entire nation. The week
of May 7d was set apart as '"emergency week." At times previous to that week we at
headquarters felt =on emergency -t least equal tec that of the entire nation, I am sure.
It was a gigantic undertaking to plan not only the meetings, but the moter corps, the
train schedules, hospitality for sach cne of the constantly shifting groups, and to
supply speakers from our own ctate for each of the meetings. It was only through the
most wonderful cooperaticn on the part of the women of the state, and on the part of
many members of the men's committee, who acted as chairmen and frequently as speakers,
that the plan could have gcne through so successfully. Its success was also irn great
part due to the organizing ability of liss Hutt and her enthusiasm znd her untiring
) W '_r\x-(.l
work for weeks preceading the event. Although Mies Hutt was czlledﬁbefﬁre emergency
week opened, you saw her careful planning in every det2il as bit by bit it worked out.
And the publicity! Whenever one pesred over the screen behind which lliss Hinaman
carries on her mysterious deeds, cne saw her shuffling photographs - photographs of

fair women, dark women, thin women and ¢those not so thin. Ferty-seven different

women 2nd each one with several different kinds of photographs and with at least one
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the Republican Rational

news story to go with i
dual rer was to

tion. I am sure that you wll saw the resvlts.

You all, I imagine, heard the speaxers, alsc, ﬂso that you do not need to te reminded
of the tremendous 2ppesl they made to the audiences the forty different towns they
visited. Or of tr on theli: of of the final the
Gove r and ths gay parsde which preceded it and the :ass meating T oun
at which Mr. Robinson and Judge 3lls of Waterbury spoke. In spite of ti v3als made
to the Governor by the wcmaen of suffrage states where suffrage hed beer a2 ruccess, by

Wi o by 3 1

12 exception of those men who were the tried

and true friends of suffrage zad of those who would cane cut and fork for a special ses-

Voo

or the republican party in the state, while it adopted @ resoclution urging the
A

‘,\@_L/

it the same time returned to power the very
A

Y 5 -
€10n. Y

governor to call the legislature together,

men who had most bitterly cpposed us and wh

e at that time standing in the way of

a special ssssion.. TWe were confirmed in our analysis of the situation by the action of
Convention which a few days later at the instigaticn c¢f the Con-
necticut delegates (so we wers informed by the Hartfdrd Courant) took the teeth out of
the suffrage plank, so that the national republican party was placed in the @ndignified
Tyt ghw mxx position of expressing an "earnest hope" that "Republican leggislatures in

states which have not yet acted upon the suffrage amendment will ratify...."
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'he
letter to =211 gubernatorial candidatec asking, for publication, how each one stood on

the matter of a2 special session. When thésexsxaxixxi® replics came ir they were given

=

to tha prese, and a finally sumary of the stand of the asscciation toward each was
published before the party convention§took place. ne secondé step was 0 cbtain if

possible a2 state Republiocan convention made up of anti-machine delegates. J[he purrose

3
)
of thig being in the main to prove to the machine that it wculd be a far wissr thing 4
\
'.
to do to get the suffrage issue out of the way befare the Nevember election. Beyond
that, our plang was to oppose candidates for the legislature who were lmown to be op=- 4
-
s
i
posed to suffrage'<=tc oppose them both before their nomination and if necessary after. iy
j
The tgwns were canvassed and the counties were cherted; Lliss Ludington was at her desk 2

at headgquarters every week all swumer long, and between times sne was touring the state
from one end to the other addressing meetinges and setting foarth the policy of the As-
sociation.

ln conjunction with this work, a csub-committee of the men's ratification conmittee
was appointed to poll the legislature in readiness for any fresh development. A com-

mittee of Republican women with Irs. Austin of Norwi

as chairran, drew up a statement
which came to be known as the "N;. vote, no money pledge" and which was s igned tarcugh-
out the state by Republican wanen who pledged themselves not tc give money or to work
for the Republican party until ths thirty-sixth state should ratify.

In the midst of this swmmer campaign,news came that the legislature of lenrnessee
would be called in specizl session. Tennessee had constitutional limitations agalnst th

ko

ratification of proposea amendmentswhich a decision of the Supreme Court on the liguor
a

case hadr:;u;alidated. But we were urged by the national leaders not for one moment to
slacken our fight. It was known that 2ll the forces that had ogposed ratification in
ﬁew Jersay end other states, and which had caused it to fail in Delaware would concen-
trate upon the last state. And this proved to be the case.

At this point the little noedk -State of Connscticut entered the fight for suffrage
nationally. VWhile pressurc within the state continued, three Republican women, “iss

lery Olcott, Mrs. James Stokes, and irs. W.H, a11ee Journeyed to Columbus, Ohio, in

A st e e ” - = ———
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/~<woman"s forum eemduwetst—oy lliss ‘.inm‘":)asa b

ixecutive OCommittee exactly the

order to place beforas members

ngs entertained b.y women of who questioned the sinceristy of that

"y
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tinged with respect though possibly mot with flattery. All through the long session

in Tennessse, Connecticut woren played their part in the struggle, dbringing influence

to bear bcth through Democrztic and Republican channels.

You are familiar with this recent 1‘:*01*3: and with the history of t

e special legis-

lation pacsed by the Connecticut legislature. Those of us wnc were at the Capitol dur-

10

g

ing the two memorabls and humcrcus sessions all *through wvhich Miss Ludington worked with

such determination tc get the facilities for registering and voting to which the women

were entitled, will never forget the moment when word went round that the legislature
) S 13

was going to ratify - and when that legislature was declared t0o be a law unto itself with

]

full power and authority to zct. he whol ountry knows that one special session
v
e
RES

sr.
enough for Connecticut, znd that being they /8t

it quite safe! The action of Comnecticut, while it was superfluous, removed all dou

from even the most skeptical mind that ratification was complete. It was a satisfacticn

not only to the women, who were let in through the action of their own state, but to

those members of the legislature whc had worked loyally in the past tc get us in.

Immediately upon the passage of the new legislation the membership of the Association

launched the work of get.ing the necessary information zbout registration and voting
W Gl
before the women of the state. ([he citizenship lectures eanducted—by lrs. Xi .c},elt/,

VAR B \ . >

wa
ished in ghumber of newspapers, and

the town county leaders all shared in the work. In addition, headquarters were kept

waen't

ate. she had tc ratify three times to make

bt

b

more than busy answering questions of inconceivable variety that came by mail, by tele-~

phone and by v:orﬂs. of mouth.

At this time there arcose questions of immediate policy which the executive bcard of

the association falt that it could not act upon without a mandate from the association,
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On September 24th z busis

by the leagues and by countiss.- In addition, all members of the Asscciztion were urged

to come and share in the fullest discussion of the issues. lhe meeting was called in

crder to take m xkxxd up the question arong others of the relation of women to the par-
frstood

by a_unanimous:.vote of the meeting that the Association should oppose the re-election of

enator Brandegee because of his 15-ysars® record in the aeﬁ@te, in which time he hed

[4/]

opposed consistently the measures and the principles of human velfars for which women
are pecularly responsible. Certain members of the Associfition believing that loyalty
to party was thair first duty felt that they could not conscienticusly follcow this ac-
¥ I GOV LY T s lndo
tion. The association edways—Stovt &eéﬂfreedom of minorities. It 1s not necessary tco
repeat .the histery of so recent a campaign. The result was that on November 2nd Senator
Brandegee ran so far behind his ticket that he would probably have been defeated in any
normal year. 3But that result is of mdnor importance except for its demonstration that
there is in thd state a large group of men and women who, if their party's cendddates do
not measure uy tc what they believe to be z proper standard, will cast their votes again-
st those candidates. That demonstration is bourd to influenca future nominations.
Finally, the Association demonctrated once more its adherence to principle - and when
you are fighting for vurinciple yocu can never be dofeated, just 2s in the fight for suf-
frage we have never mowr defeat. Nomeof our effort throughout the year ha#oeen wested,

h tc ourselves and to owr oppcrents, who

ct

bscause 1t has always been edacatiocnal, bo
have learned that wonen are a force to be counted with. Who can say what part of our

campaign brought us the vots by November, 1920% A4ll we kmow is that if we had stopped,
Connecticut would nct have been the 37th, 2and Teznesses very possibly would not even
have been the 3€th.

I dc not need %o tell you, who have known Miss Ludingtorn longer that I, that it has
been her leadership and her planning =2nd her care even for the most wearisomtdetails that

hawl put througk this year's work. ©She lmow better than anyone I cen think of how to

ma¥e play out of work - with her it is a great game.

G e ) s ke
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Now what has it all been for? X Bo you iss Indington and that those who

led 1In the work basfore her could have carried it on wlth such indominitable spirit only
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In order that women might go tc the pclls once 2 yea their ballots in a box?

Do you think thay could have done it if they had nct believed that women would use

=

their votes tc wipe out the injustices in the world-- the injucticec between man and

clerable burdens from

man FEEWNSR XXEXXXX wEXXR 22¢ between
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Even if we wanted t ,:'.:-6 we possib
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TORKERS MERTIRG
55«57 Pratt Street, Hartford, Conne

September 2, 13920,

The mesting was called to orderd y iicss Ludington at 1:70 pe me
In her opening address, liiss Ludington,stated that the C. Wo s As
was not at mresent holding any cadlebration, thils state had not given
ratification but a celebration would be he 1d in connection with
the annual canvention in Novembere

The present meeting was a business meeting to eonsider tasks
aheade The subjects were under tha three heads fellowing:-

1. ‘The history of what had been done by the C. W. S. A. since
ratifications

2. The imnediate duties--getting out of khe wamen iOr regis-
tration: poll of the legislature for special session of Septenbder
14.

3. Consdderation of attitude towards state candidates in
the coming electione

Under the first heading, Yics Ludington reviewed the work of
the Coe We S. Ae¢ It had been organized years ago to get the vote
for the women of Connecticut. This was its primary objecte All
other objects being s econdarye The women were morally and legally
sure now of the vote but the recent action of the Ilennessee legis=
lature had created a doubt among some of the women and same mens
The antis were trying to create unmcertainty and. it was therefore the
first duty of the Ce We So Ao to make the vote absolutely sure

by securing ratification from the Connecticut legislature on September 14,

. . —
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with this in view the hoard had taken ctione

R i

o Ae until after the Novenber

1. XNot to disband the

elactione 'here was too ruch at present to do and no time mow to

organize a Counmectlcul League of Tomem Volerse

De To hold 2 convention iz Novauber when ruch a legaus i
oroanized bat to rsgormmend thut tre Ce We Le Ae continme in exictence
mtil 1921 when organization of tha L ague of “omen Voler may be

nt out after ratification

i Ouv

¢

Communicaticns have already bsen &

ining imstrastions to wor iers and the pledge of the Repub 1ligan

comen not £o actively aid the Republican party umtil the positlion of

women is quive surée Hiss Lucington recorm iended that the wonen

cit tirnt to this pledge s0 iong 2s any wncer tainty existee

Bulleting had also bren sent out to the League presidents and the

workers contail ning instructions about registration and a pamphlet

b y Vrse Dadourian also & report on the results of mrchine rules

The duties now before us, Mics luding ton summed up, &8 being

first of all the securing of ratifioation .nd to obtain this an

immed iate poll of the legislaturee

| The poll would be t2ken under the direction of the countly ¢hairmsn

and the oounty chairmen were asked 1o get their committees together

and decide upon methods at the closs of the meetinge The poll ocught

to be at headquarters b y Septe 10 which would allow £four days far

emsrgenciese The aim of the poll should be to get 100? vwote fa@

s ratificatione
The next duty in regard « the s pecial session was to see that

the women obtained everything th at ought to come to theme A bill

was being drawn wp by the lawyers for the Ce We Se Ae and one als0

o,
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by Blodgett, Clerk of Bi.ls for the Statae The objeot would be

to have these bills agree in w8h oase the passage would be easye
The women were zsking (1) more days for registration and making

voters, (2) i1f possible the omission of the necessity of sending names

in beforehand to the registrads, {3). the tranmsfsr of school voters
to the regular 1ist (4) 2 provision enabling the wamen to (et intc the

town caucuses that nominate the lsgislators (5) admission of the women

to the October town meetingse

GEITING OUT [HR "OMENe This would be handled by countiese
|
|
iss Ludington stated that she had appointed 2 committee wit lirse i

¥

Dustin, lrse Porritt and Mrs, Kitchelt to provide leaflets and
ine tructkon and to turnish information for the warkerse Other membars
would probably be added laier (o Liis committees

County cheirmen and the unty executive committiees should take

a list of towns and cities and find out what is being dme in ezch

by the political prrtiese Towns could be divided into thrse classes=-= ,i
towns where tha political parties were doing all that was megasssary-- |
such towns would paed mo further workg (2) towns where local warlers o
were efficient and the field would be covered by themg (2) toms " ’I
w ch would nveed attention frcm the county chalrmeneon acoount of !I

0

their not being covered in any other woye
The workers in different towns here gave acccunts of whal was being
done by political p _tiss and registrarse Information was also glven
concerning the attendance of waaen at caucuses and their treatment. ,
Mics Oloott, Ridgefield, stated that the machine had given |
no oppertunity to the men to vote as ¢ ey wers afrald th.‘t the men would [
lst ¢he women vote and =0 upset the cut anu dried programe In some
places the Democrats had invited the women to come in but they had not [
been allowed to vote for fear of am illegal vote wpsetting the election

Lhe



of dalegationse

The quastion of tsking positions inside the Republican party
undar the Republicen machine was then discussede Ame rican women
were going into parties for the sake of rrinoiple and not for the

sake of partye They had had much experience with pnrty mchines

and Jmew the evils in Conmecticute Two methods offersd (1) to
get into the party snd work for reform insids (2) to hold a peeition
as independent voters and reform from outsidae Firs Lwxiington

advised the women at present to sit tight and do more thinxing before

taking positiomw withlin the partye i
}iss Ruutz-Ress here gave informntion corcerning the ettitule '

of ths men toward women within the Democratiic parsy, en atiitude
whoh was not indicative of the granting of any rsal power tc the
women o Tn3s question was disoussed by Wics Ulcott ang sevearal

o ther speskers e

Uics Ludingi’n emphasized the need of getting out a hugs "
registration of womene The position of woman was at stakes The
justification of the work of the suffragists would be seen in the
numbe ‘'8 of women taking part in the dlectione Womea were Ixhibit - i
in t' is election and every kind of statistice will ba used m them. ]
In regard to instructions coucsrning voting in the eleotion, no plans !
wers realy yet but voters schools could be held to tell the women how |
to ragister and to votee

Returing to the qusstion of taking office under the mghine
gertain points wer emphasized, i

1. That the wokan wers to have no wice in slecting the delegates
tc ths Republicamn or Damocratic conventionse.

2. '™ey would have no voice directly on the choice of-candidatese

3« They would have no voice om the drawing wp of platfomse v
' I



De

These fucts had a strong bearing on the question of taking offiocs with!

the partiese Hevertheless, women should &ttend the p rty con entions
s they should also come to Hartford tc the =pacial ssssime

Thera should be nt least two hundred women present vhem Connecticut

fhe prineciples to guide tha women were then 1laid down by

1. The desire to sarveeebut this dasire needs oareful gmidar

B
Q
[
L]

. The securing of a statns iz wrich we ceculd mske owr contri-

bution to t7e worlde T 1s hd baen the purpoce of the suffragse
agitation bhut this pwrnosa was not fully completede The world was

not yet £1£t ~fifty in recard to men's views and women's viowse
Hor wos woman's voloe yet fifty-fifty within the political partiese
The object of the wamen sheuld be to get most weight for tis

women's pcint of view. i divide int parties but it

was hopad to hnve a non=p: zation to re-snforoe the women
in their work within alil parties and to kesp the women togethers

fhis was the object of the Le 7o Ve which it was hoped would be &
elearing house for wamen's work end a meeting ground fa the women.
In regerd to the attituds towards porty the reasons fo ‘he anti-party
fight were now over and there Raesponsibility of the womea calls to

th future but the only way to Judge a man is by hic tokke In owr
attitude tozv#rds candidates, we should be guided not by the satise
faction of getting square with the men but by the cmsideration of
the welfare of the state. Jomen must remanber not vindictively but
public spiritedly and as patriotse With this preliminary iiss
Ludington read the names of a number of the Republicen candidates

and commented on theme As these candidates were on the lists sent

out to workers there names ars not repeated here,




Ge

In gpite of tha fact that the women w 1d not ba able
directly w influence the senatorial or guberratorial nauin tions
Miss Imdington aiphesized the faat that tha exxession of thsir

opinion would have a strang influence in tha a nventions and 1

candidatese

Miss Ludington then made her appeal for funds to oarry

-~ the
work ané in pledges and 2 collsctlon taken up the armount of &6 .
was contributed.

Hrs. Porritt then made & slort 8psesh on the Republlean rmachine,
1ts ecomstitution and influences The oounty chzirmem then asserbled
thelr worlters for tha holding of brief meetingse

‘he me-ting adjcurned 2bout four pe me

Annie G, torritt,

Regording Secretarye
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