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REPORT.

Yorr Committee desire to congratulate the Qociety on the
many <igns of progress on the subject of the Entranchisement
of Woman, not only in our own state and country, but also In
England and on the continent of Europe.

A majority of a Special Committee of nine in our last Leg-
idatnre presented a Report aslvocating the extension of the
afrace to women on the same terps with mei, supporting
their recommendation ot a Constitutionel Amendment by rea-
soning which seems to us unanswerables The Amendment thus
recommended received but tew votes in the House—how many
is not known, as the vote was taken in the pressure of business
just at the o< of the session, and the yeas and nays were not
called.  Bat the mere tact of the pr--wnl:uinn of a favorable
report, in councetion with the numerous hearings in committee
which were called for hy eager audicnces from time to time,
are unmistakable indications that the subject it~elf has become
one of the living questions of the day, and that a just settle-
ment of the question is already inangurated. We are of the
opinion that such hearings Le-tore committees are of ereat value
in awakening the attention of thoughtiul citizens, both men and
wolen, in every States but it becomes more and more evident
that as a political measure, our main relianee must be upon
the action off Congress in passing an amendment to the Fed-
eral Constitation. Oun thi= account we urge every member of
the Suciety to Keep on hand forms of petition that they may
obtain signatures from time to time, and returt them to the
Seeretary as soou as filled.  Of the importance of tlooding
Congress with these petitions from all parts of the country. no
one can doubt who has watched the cour-e of l!'_‘.'isi;tliull ecither
in this country or in Encland. Mr. Disraeli, when Chancellor
of the Lxchequer, stated on one oecasion, in the House ot Com-
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By the Constitution of the Connccticut Woman Suffrage
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CONN. WOMAN SUFFRA (F ASSOCIATION. o

Mi< Mynay Brapwenn, ( Ticagn, Tl
Dear Madam :—1 am in receipt of vour favor of the anth ult,,

in which you request me to Qe vou a truthiul statement, over my
‘V

own sienature, tor public Wion in your paper, ot the history of) and
my obs rvations in recard to, the woman crand and petit jurors in

W voming.

{ had no aceney in the enactment of the law in Wyoming con-
)

forrine lecal cguality on women. I tound it upon the statute-book
of that Territory, and in accordance with 1ts pru\i~inn~' several
women were lecally drawn by the proper offieers on the grand and
petit juries of Albany county, and were duly cummoned by the
Shecift withont any agene} of mine.  On being :q-pri/wl ot these
facts, 1 conceivedit to be my plain duty to fairly entoree this law, as
I would any other: and morv than this, 1 resolved at once that, as it
had fallen o my lot to have the experiment tried under my admin-
ietration, it should have a e treal, and 1 thervfore assured these
Wollii i that l'l;'-_‘\ could serve or not, as thv.‘. choses that if lln'_\'
chose to serve, the cotirt would secure to them the most r-w‘;n-vll'ul
consideration and deterenee, amd protect them from insult in word
re<tinre, and from eve rything which mizht offend a modest and
Virtnons woman in any of the walks of lite in which the wood and
{rie woren ot our country have been aceustomed to move.

Vile 1 had never been an advoceate tor the Taw, I telt that thou-
cands ot cood men aned women had been, and that they had a rizht
to see it fairly administered; and Twas re<olved that it <hould not
be sneered down it 1 had to cmploy the whole power ot the court
to ]'r--‘.rni T foit that even those who were 4~Hw<'-ll to the [mliv_\'
of whimitting women to the richt of suffrage and to hold othee, wotiuld
condemn me it 1 did not Jdo this. It was also cuflicient tor me that
Iy own judoment approved this course.

With such assurances, these women chose to serve, and were duly
in:in.‘.n--'.'.x-ll Asjurors. They are cducated, cultivated Eastern la-
div<. who are an honor to their sex. They have, with trne woman ¥

devotion, left their homes of comtort in the States, to share the for-
tunes of their husbands and brothers in the far West, and to aid
them in founding a new State beyond the Missouri.

And now, as to the results. With all my prejudices against the
poliey, 1 am under conscientions obligations to sy, that these women
acquitted themselves with such dignity, decorum, propricty of con-
duet. and intellizence, as to win the admiration of every fair-minded
citizen of Wyoming. They were carctul, painstaking, intelligent,
and conseientious.  They were firm and resolute for the right, as cs-
tablishied by the law and the testimony. Their verdicts were richt,
and after three or four criminal trials the lawyers engaged in de-
tending persons accused of crime beran to avail themselves of” the
right of peremptory challenge, to get rid of the women jurors, who
were 100 much in favor of enforeing the laws and punishing erime
to suit the interests of their clients!  After the grand jury had
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ons, that * there was no right really more valuable than the
richt of petition: nor could any opinion be more erroneous
than that which supposed it to be a mere form. l’)(.‘('illl.\'l’ the
petitions presented did not now lead to discussion, 1t was sup-
posed that the Honse did not attend to them. but the fact was
not so.  The Committee on Public Petitions strictly exaniined
every petition, and the more important were printed with the
votes, Opinions erpressed in petitions had great influence on the
judgment of the House”  And in our own country, looking back
{wentyv-five years, we sec the venerable John Quiney Adams,
Ex-President of the United States, hearing into the House of
Representatives roll upon roll of petitions from men and wo-
men who abhorred slavery, bending under their weight, but
sustained by a prophetic vision of the free manhood of to-day,
even as though it were already a great reality. Through the
game instrumentality must the heart and voice of those who be-
lieve in a free and responsible womanhood make themselves felt
and heard in the seat of power. It is only a question of time,”
snid the distinguished chairman of the Judiciary Committee of
the U. S. Senate, to one of our number, when diseussing the
prospects of a Suffrage Bill already befere his Committee 3 of
petitions also, we would add, for in this peaceful strife theze
are our only weapons.

Concerning the progress of the work in this country we have
only to reter to the numbers of distinguished sp(u:\km's who
gave made the = Waman Question ” in some form the subject
of their addresses to crowded houses: to the prevailing opinion,
which is expressing itself more and more in legislation. that
wamen, as to all rights of property and husiness, must he placed
upon an entire equality with men, a position which must lead
inevitably to their personal and political equality ; to the laroe
vote already obtained in the Jegislatures of several Western
.\(':m-.-' for Equal Suffrage : and finally, to the actual admission
of women to the polls in the territory of Wyoming, to their
"1"“‘§“ll and actual service as grand and petit iurors,";uul their
appointment and serviee as justices of the I)(n:‘u-(\' As the ex-
periment of Woman Suflrage in Wyoming is observed with
special interest, and as i} has been the subject of many misrep-
rettons e il ppers we e e i il e
Court of the Territory, as to ll' e U()wu: 4 1.1“- Sppreme

tory, as 1e actual working of this legisla-

tion, to which he confesses himselt to have been originally
opposed. > .

) S
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anage : * To these ladies who are members of the Grand Jury
the court deems it also but just to say that by rour mtelagent,
taithful, and conscientions discharze ot duty, as we Il i~ by your
great propriety of conduct, you have realized the just expectas
lions ot those who saw it to confer upon you the right to par-
ticipate in the administration of justiee. It tuture Crrand Juries
in this county shall follow the example you have set, assurance
will be thereby given to all that erime and immorality will no
longer be winked at, but all otfenders will be hroughit to justice,
and that the law and the courts may sately be relicd upon for
the protection ot the people.™

Concerning the progress of the canse in Fneland, we have
thousht best to permit able and distinguished wrters to <peak
for themselves, only prv!:liﬂ.!'_f that :ll:‘vul_\'. ‘)_\' a recent act

& Sinee the present report was prepar ab the first election has occarred m
the Terrniu Wi oanng, sinee the passaze ot the Law allowing women
to vore, A I v Now York papers, says < The eleetion
paseed off very quictive There were no sivers, no protanity, no fizhting.
The wom 1 went to the polls as quietls ing to church.
Thev svmed to be conscentions as to what eandi wore worths of
their suttfrage, many refusine to Vote for men onaceon of intemperanes i

A correspondent of an Lowa paper, writiz trom L hevenne, says: The
I hes, with few exeoptions, wene br might to the polls e earragzes and om-

pateiy stenped inagan and were

driven home.  One inovlont of the dayv s worth relating. The oldest

yatoh to one of ul

nibi-ex. depesited ther baliots, and ninm

wotnan —perhaps th oldest per~on—in ! hevenne, eighty years ot agre,
w.n* io the L Is an l voted hor first badior When she alichted from the
tu . the whole erowd surronnding th polls, Repubdicans and Denmo-
crate, took ot their hats while she marche d throash and deposited her
vire.  When she turned to go away, three chers were ealled for, and
csrven sy rousingly that thev wer heard o several senares. The ladies
Andn’t all vote one w v by -:u:_'- means<,  Undonbe Alv the majority vared
the Republican ucket, i»nlv';niu- asprinkling of them Vorod with the Dem-
oernts. Such is the revercnce which the men of Amerien have for temales,
that not even o drunken rouch was heard o otfer an in~uit.”

A lady restding in Cheyenine, w vites as follows to the Cocinnatt Times :
“When it was first projposed that women hould vote, the women felt del-
jeat: about going ; but our preachers nobly stepp A forward and told the
women not ¢ be hackward, tor they woul i set the example by taking their
wives.,  So the women ook courage, and came proudiy torward to do their
duty. There wers judges and their wives, bawyors and their wives, doc-
tors and their wives, preachers and ther wives, tnerchonts and therr wives,
and iaborers and their wives, and all classes, both vieh and poor, came for-

ward and cast their votes, cach man teeling proud ot s femaie companion.
Th re has never an clection passed ot so pleasa itly in this territory be-
fore.  ‘There were men collected around the polls to sce how things would
be conducted 1 they were talking and luuzhing and discussing politics, but
a3 soon as they would sce a woman coming they would all stand back and
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the dance-house keepers, camblers, and
¢ citv in dismay, to escape the indictinent
of women crand jurors ! In }lun't, I have 1‘10\1'('1‘, in l“\‘f‘lli_\'-lim-
vears ot constant experience 1n the courts of t. 1e (:'()lnlltll}. ls«-rn A
more faithtul, intelligent, and resolutely honest grand and petit

been in .‘"‘“i“n two (]:l}.""
demi-mende. tled out ot th

']”r{'(ilr‘]‘lq‘l]l“,:‘l‘].,'h’ lvine and silly dispatch went over the wires to
”‘,’. ‘.ﬂ':.‘-l ﬂfuz during the 11:'1;\1 of A. W. II(‘»wv, for ]l;»llll('l(l(', (in
which the jury consisted of six women :1.11(1 six .ml(.-n..) l 11r~ 1‘m-n anil
women were kept locked up tu;’('tll('l"}l” nicht for 1(»1}1 nights.  Only
two nichts intervened during the trial, znul‘ on tllu'.\c nichts, b.‘.‘.lll'\'
order. the jury were taken to tlu-'pgrlm‘ ot't‘hc Jarge, commodious
and well-furnished hotel of the Union Pacific Railroad, in ('h:n:'_'t'
of the sheriff and a woman bailiff; where they were supplied with
meals, and every comfort, and at ten o’clock the women were con-
ducted by the bailifi to a larce and suitable apartment, \\:hcm beds
were prepared for them, and the men to another adjoining, where
Deds were prepared for them, and where they rcm:.nncd in charce
of sworn oflicers until morning, when they were again all conducted
to the parlor, and from thenee in a body to breakfast, and thence to
the jurv-room, which was a clean and comfortable one, carpeted and
Leated, and furnished with all proper conveniences.

The cause was submitted to the jury for their decision about 11
o'clock in the forenoon, and 111(-_\' agreed upon their verdicet, which
was received by the court between 11 and 12 o’clock at night of the
same day, when they were discharged.

Evervhody commended the conduet of this jury, and were satis-
ficd with their verdiet. except the unfortunate individual who was
convieted of nurder in the second degree.

The presence of these ladies in court secured the most perfect
decorum and propricty of conduact, and the gentlemen of the bar
and others vied with each other in their courteous and respectful
demeanor towards the ladies and the court.  Nothing oceurred to
offtnd the most refined lady (if she was a sensible lady,) and the
universal judgment of’ every intellicent and fair-minded man pres-
ent was and is, that the experiment was a success.

I dislike the notoriety this matter has given me, but do not shrink
from it. I have never soucht it, nor expected it, and have only
fairly performed what I regard as a plain duty, neither secking nor
d'csil‘in'_' any praise, and quite indifferent to any censure or critl-
cism which my conduct may have invoked.

: Thanking you i‘(‘n' vour friendly and complimentary expressions,
* am very respectfully yours,
J. H. HOWE.

Cnevexse, Wyonmixg, April 4.

Subsequently in dismissing the Grand Jury, of which several
women were members, the same Judge held the following lan-
o
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CONN., WOMAN SUFFRAGE Ax~0CTA 110N, o

maxim. De minimis non ~urat lrr, into, © The law cares nothing tor
the weakest.”  We may be permitted to call it lamentable, that
the source and token of all this injustice, £ male disfranchisement,
—1% now prnnmmvml br the hichest lorral tribunal to be the law of
the land.

- - - * - - L

«The diversity of mind in man and woman which is adduced as
a reason for strippins women of lezal protection, 1< really a reason

for giving to women full lezal equality.in the interest not of females
onlv, but also of the whole community.  Neither is the man com-
plete withont the woman, nor the woman withont the man. The

wisdom ot cach s }.\:'lfr"_\' i< imperfeet s «o is man's work, the law.
Fach sex is a complement to the other. A< the conviviality of
icolated males is, on the average, less pure for the absenee of women;
0 ic law less jnst, and executive action less humane, in the absence
of their connsel and vote”

. " K - B - -

« The Committee, therefore, carnestly exhort all friends of the
canse to redouble their zeal in obtaining siznatures to potitiun*.
They recomma nd that in every loe iy, where 1t ts }m“imv. acom-
mittee should be formed for the purpose, in the first place, of send-
wtition to Parlimment throush its own member, and ulti-
mately tor the purposeof watchine over and furthering, by all avail-
Able means, the movement for opening the suffrace to women. At
the same time the Committes wish to remind their friends that in
come Tocalities. where dithenlty has been tound in torming a com-
mittee, one woman, able and willing to devote time to giving the
necessary explanations to other woren, and obtaining their signa-
tures, has repeatedly been tonnd ao effectual tor the purpose as a
committee, Were all the avowed 1riends of women's suftrace to
use bt 2 little exertion, the petitions of 1869 micht easily exceed
ie number of sirnatures those of 1863, as much as those exceeded

ingsoup
4
{

the petitions 1~z'|-~n-::iml in the two vears ;:r'-wwlin:."

Comine down to 1869 and 1570, when the suceess of peti-
tions in bringing the subject before Parliament and the country
opens the door to speculation upon the probable immediate re-
cilts of the admission of women to the suffrage, we have the
following well considered and admirable words from Miss Lydia
E. Becker, an eminent leader in the movement, and cditor of
the Manchester Monthly Journal, an organ of the National
Society.

« But it <cems to us premature to speenlate or the future political
action of a class of persons hitherto exeluded from [mliriv:ll influenee.
When the vxn-vpiinn:ll disabilities are removed, and free aecess 18
given to the same influences which mould the political sentiments
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of Parliament. all women pm;r*;?ing ih.(‘. same Q‘m“ﬁof}ﬁ”“"
with men have been admitted to the .~u.lh'uge in all municipal
aftairs. that 1s, in all town and city cl(,‘('!.l()ll“'q and have at a re-
cent election actually exercised their privilege of voting in be-
tween 200 and 300 towns and cities of the kingdom.

In 1868, the National Society (England) for Woman Suf-
frage issucd an address from which we quote several para-
graphs:

“« The procvess of the attempt to obtain for women, on the zame
conditions as men, those clectoral richts which are alike required by
their dienity and necessary for their pmt«-ctinn, is most gratifying.
The adherents of the movement, of both sexes, are steadily and
rapidly increasing in numbers, and the feelings by which itis prompt-
ed are decpening as well as widening.

« When the admission of women to the elective franchise was
proposed, in 1867, as an amendment to the Reform Bill, the number
of members of Parliament who voted for it including tellers and
pairs, was 815 and ceveral more would have added their names to
the Tist it the division had not taken place unexpeetedly carly. The
very first time, theretore, that the proposal was formally made. not-
withstanding its novelty, and the shock 1t gave to old prejudices,
very nearly a seventh part of the House of Commons gave 1t their
."\1:.1""]':.

i the session of 1868, petitions to the number of 73, with nearly
50,000 sienatuzes, were presented from many different parts of the
United Kinedom: one of which, sicned by 21,000 persons, was
headed by the honored names of Mrs, Somerville and Miss Florence
Nivhtineale,

’ » » * * » * *

«The holief is eatlierine strenath, that, the weaker men are, the
more they need politieal powers. The rich, if distranchised, can in
many ways defind themselves, where the poorer cannot.  As the
mere vote is ot little value to the rich man, but of much value to
the poor, <o to the weaker sex the vote is of greater importance than
to .”!P stronzer. Those who peruse the long recital of female disa-
bilities and wrongs, may without exaggeration translate the legal

make room for her to pass. Even the rowdies kept still while woricht
stood near. I never saw a more orderly set of men in my life, and each
man that came torth with a female vum;n;mion to cast her vote at the same
time he cast his, looked proud and happy. My husband took my mother
and m_\'.wl‘: to the polls, and T know that he felt proud of having that
n-,;h.x_; and ax a person would walk along the street it looked so nice 10
sce dittle groups of friends and neighbors, both men and women, talking
and discussing _P"l”“*‘- I, for one. think that it will make men and
womenr more united. . We will all work together for one common causes

\Y_""H nw ‘.H l‘."ko more interest in the welfare of the state or territory, now
that we are allowed 1o have a voice in its politics.”
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ceneral ineres ase of meddling. But there ic wise as we . as unwise
meddiine s well-directed as well as ilbdirected benevolenee s and
there 1< tendeney in the present dav oo comtomnd the two, T s
my conviction that, it the State craploved all the means e possesses

of raisine the standard of n.uz'.f.i'_\. AN l even, in some respeets, of
physical well-being, in the community, it wonld find that it has
much more in its power than it i< now the fashion to belicve ; and
that Governments in these days are .;'ai'o as blameable in neglecting
the rizht means of promotinr those objeets) asin days yvet recent
they were in pursuing the wrone. The time has p\vnl away when
Governments, speaking generally, were actively tyrannie als their
favorite sins in the present time are indolence and indifference,
Whatever seruples they have about doi u; ill, they have, in general,
none at all about leaving ill alone, but allow monntains of misehief
to be piled up from age toage, without any serious atte mpt to ¢ Theck
the accumulation. There is someting in the nature of rovernment
by men alone, which encourages thx~ easy selt<atistaction. Men are
more mentally indolent than women, and are far too roady to believe
that they have done everyvthing, or that there is nothinge to be done.
Their consciences and teclines need rousine, and the stroncer active
impulses of women are wanted to doitc 10§ am now asked whether,
in my opinion, those active impulses can be dependedon for prompt-
ing the most judicious line of condnet—whether women will dig-
criminate well between good and bad modes of combating evils, and
will pot be apt to mistake the most dircet mode for the most
citicacious: T freely contess that the political e lucation off women
must be greatly improved, hefore as much as this can be ailirmed
with any contidence. But this woulh only be aread objection, iff we
were soing to distranchise the men, and turn over the whole power
to women.  All we want is, that the two should be oblized to tike
counsel tozether. We want the ship off State to have both sail
andd ballast, and not as is too often the case now when the naviga-
tion is troublesome, all ballast and no sail. There is little danger
that the over-zeal of women will not be quite sutliciently tempered by
the over-caution of’ men.  In these days we do not fail, in matters
ot government, for want of a curb, but of’ a spur; and women, even
with the present defects of their edacation, are well qualified for
that office.  As their education improves, they will do more ; they
will not only be a stimulus to others, but will themselves be ¢ :\p.lhln
ul doing their full share of the \\uxk Women, on the average,
have more contriving minds than men; in things they are really
interested in, they are readier in finding means for the attainment
of an end; especially in undertakings the success of which greatly
depends on the details of the exceution.  Now this is emphatically
the case with attempts to correct the great physical and moral evils
of society. These are works of detail.  Men form great projects,
sound in principle perhaps, and rational in their gene ral conception,
but which, when appliced to practice, break down from unforescen
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of men, there is no reason to suppose that women any znoro th':m
men will be disposed to yich.l themselves up as a clas:s to the domin-
ion of cither one or other of the great political parties in th(-_smtc.
This only it is safe to predict. The party which shows itself most
strongly ‘animated by a sense of justice towards women, and which
manifests that sense by giving active support to .thcu' present claim
for representation in the councils of the nation, wxll.havc the strong-
est elaim for their support so soon as_represantation shall be con-
ceded. It there are any so-called Liberals willing to sacrifice
their principles to the fancied interests ‘of th(_:ir party by opposing
or obstructing the movement for the enfranchisement of women, lct
them take heed lest such suicidal policy do not alienate the heart
of the womanhood of the nation from the great Liberal cause. For
our own part, we believe that women have instincts wllich_ally them
with both parties. They will prove the truest Conservatives of all
that is pure and just and ennobling in the political life of the nation.
They will be the most radical of radical reformers when called upon
to dcal with the sources of misery, oppression, and wrong. They
invite both parties to forget party considerations, and unite in giv-
ing them a gencrous and hearty support at this juncture. They
promise to reward this support by bringing to the aid of both parties
an influence which shall ever be found working on behalf of that
which is the professed aim of both—the honor and welfare and hap-
piness of the community.

And again, Mr. J. S. Mill discourses with characteristic dis-

crimination, on the same subject in a recent speech before the
London Society.

“ But there is a side of the question on which T should like to say
something ; the particular manner in which the addition of women
to the electoral body is likely to affect the character of Parliament,
and to modify the mode in which public affairs are carried on. I
think that the most marked effect, in the immediate future, would
lnt to infuse into the legislature a stronger determination to grapple
with the great practical evils of society. Women clectors, Ig,;hink,
will be more difficult to persuade than men that those evils must be
accepted—eannot be cured, cannot even be much mitigated—and that
we may, \\'lth.zm untroubled conscience, avert our eyes from them,
\nth.a.n occasional grumble at what they cost us in ;ates, taxes, and
charitics, Women, I think, will find it hard to believe that legisla-
tion and administration are powerless to make any impression on
these frightfu} evils, and that the acme of statesmanlike wisdom is
!o’}ut them alone. 1 should consequently expect, from the political
::lv"l;lxctrlwc of women, a cox'lsiderablc increase of activity in dealing
sl oo Thaow ety s s
-l L activity in that du-ec.tlgn with alarm, thinkine that it

nconsiderate benevolence, injudicious legal regulation, and

1

il




CONN. WOMAN SUFFRAGE ASSOCIATION. 13

He is a man of very advanced Liberal or rather Radical opinions,
and was one of the few who had the couraze to stand nup in the
1louse of Commons, and champion the canse of the Narth in‘ll\-‘ face
Nowinz mob of muddie-headed conntry squires and armgant
During the session of l';n‘li:\m;'nr Mre, Tavior's eve-
) 114 «‘-\'l“l

of a be
aristocrats.
ning receptions are agons the most intereating ve-unions th
be found :\nywha-rv. Aubrey House, Nottine Hill, in the Keneine-
ton m'if_:himrhmnl, the residence of the Tavlors, is a fine (uaint old
fishioned mansion, one of the tew old historical honses still to be
fyund on the fringe of the metropolis.  On every alternate Wednes-
day night of the session, the rooms of Aubrey Honse are over-
flowine with visitors. Mrs. Taylor moves amone her cuestsa cenial,
quiet, attentive hostess, p\;\inly dressed herself, setting a cood ex-
ample at all events, and makin, accordine to Carlyle’s recommen-
dation, * one heroine to besin with,” and like Mrs. Cady Stanton,
not ashamed of the thick grey hair which crowns her clear, in-
telligent and earnest face.  Mre. Tavlor has made Aubrey House
the camp and head-quarters of the Woman's Suffrace movement, as
it has been of many other good movements. Committees of ladies
may be said to sit there pc-rn\:\nvmly, addresses are pru-p:m'-l there,
votes are canvassed, plans of action are debated, andd the lady of
the house contrives to make her influence felt everywhere, and
yet to keep herself almost wholly in the background.”

At this meeting there were present many members of Par-
liament. and their wives and other ladies and gentlemen of posi-
tion and influence.  From the many able speeches there made
we quote nearly entire that of Mr. Jacob Bright, the brother
of John Bright, and the present leader of the Sufirage move-

ment in the House of Commons.
wnd Sir Charles Dilke, to pilot

bilities of women through the
ark or two as to the

« As T have been asked, with my frie
the Bill for removing the political disa
House of Commons, perhaps I may make a ren
present position of the question. It is now just about three years
ao since Mr. Mill intrmgm-wl this question into the House of Com-
mons. I need not dwell upon the ability with which he introduced
it, nor upon the very great advantage which the f}m-stinn had in be-
ing so introduced by him. [ believe it derivec great advantage
from it; but I believe the remarkable support which it received in
the House of Commons was owing very much more to the evident

justice of the case, and to the impossibility of finding an answer to
ohty members of Par-

anvthine that was said. Some seventy or el

liament followed Mr. Mill into the thing like
one-third of the members who were
went into that lobby because they hac
question of reform everyw

lobby, I bhelieve sonmu

resent in the House. They
recently been discussing the
here throughout the country, and much
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fliciency in the execution. Many more of these projects

failure of ¢ . !
hare in planning them.”

would succeed it women had a s

Concerning the eficet of women’s voting upon parties already
existing, we have the following admirable rc.marks 'l)y the
Solicitor General, Sir John D. Coleridge, to his constituents.
in January, 1870, We trusi the chivalrous men of this coun-
try will adopt the spirit of them as their own, and cheerfully
meet the political future whatever it may bring.

«Thev tell me, especially in Exeter, that all the women arc
Tories. (Loud laughter.) Well, gentlemen, God bless ’em; they
are such good sonls that they may be anything they like for what I
care.  (Renewed laughter.) They are the great humanizers of life,
and if they are Tories now, I am surc it is only owing—will they
forsive me for saving it “—to their slizhtly imperfect edueation. But,
whether they be Tories or not, richt is right—(cheers)—and if they
ought to have this franchise, and ought to have these rights conceded
to them. it is not because they make a use of them which you or 1
may think wrong, that what they have a right to should be withheld
from them.  True Liberalism, gentlemen, consists in this—in trust-
inw to your principles, in looking beyond the use that may be made
of this or that right by a particular man, and in secing whether it
is fair and just he should have the right, and, if it is, in giving it to
him. whatever use he thinks fit to make of it. 1 for one, have that
personal confidence in the truth and in the justice of Liberal prin-
ciples that 1 am content, where a thing is shown to be right, to give
it up, although for a particular inoment it may chance to be used
against me, and bring about the defeat of this or that man which
of course, for the moment I should regret.”  (Cheers.)

The National Society for the promotion of Suffrage have
recently held their first annual meeting in Hanover Square,
London. The room was densely crowded, and at 4 o’clock the
chair was taken by Mrs. Peter Alfred Taylor.  Of her character
and position a late writer has given us a very graphic account
in the columns of the N. Y. Independent.

“ At the meeting lately held in London, the chair was taken by
M"'- Peter Altred Taylor, the first time I think that a woman has
pn-,sul.ed over a public meeting of men and women in London. It
;‘;\:lvn‘liht th:;t Mrs. Taylor should preside, for ehe certainly has
Gl v, ke e i » b wng the e

¢ Parli . aylor is the wife of Peter A. Tay lor, member
“,'“ lx\'r ! :ml\cm for Leicester, a-wealthy man who has at a compara-
nn:‘l': s -"h!’("t"“! of life, withdrawn from all business connections

given himself up to movements of political and social reform.

»
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without a division ; but another member. who stood by his side,
caidd : * No, it will not be carried thi« session, but it will be carried
soon.” I do not want to be over-sanguine upon this matter: [ have
no confidence about its being carried this session; but 1 entirely
agree that it will be earried soon—and for this reason, that it is a
just and necessary Bill.  Surely it is just that no class should be
asked to obey laws in a free country in the making of which laws
it has no influence whatever: and it is equally just that no class
should be expected to pay largely towards the national funds when
it has no control whatever over those funds.  But, as has been
amply shown by able speakers who have preceded me, and especially
by those admirable specches to which we have listened trom the
ladies on this plattorm, this is not merely a question of abstract
justice, it is a question of urcent necessity for the women ot this
kingdom at least. I don’t know whether they are subjected else-
where to great legal disabilities: but, so far as my knowledge goes,
I would say that no class in this world ever entirely got rid of
legal disabilities unless they came into the possession of political
power.

« A great deal will depend, of course, upon the attitude which the
Government may take upon this question. The Government may
pass, I won’t say any Bill that it likes, but any Bill thatis at all
reasonable the Government has the power to pass; and the Govern-
ment has almost unlimited power, in preventing the passing of n
Bill. T say almost unlimited power, because l\;\ppill_\‘ there are
come limits even to the power of cuch a Government as that which
we now possess. But Iam not prepared to sce the Governfent
oppose this Bill.  Why on carth should the Government have been
willing to pass the Municipal Franchise Bill of last session, giving
votes to women in 200 or 300 towns of this kingdom, including the
very largest cities of the land—1I say, why should the Government
have been willing to give that rizht, cending women to the polling
booth without the protection of the ballot: not every four or five
years, but every year; why should they be willing to allow women
to be mixed llp-il-l all this public strite, and to have this additional
privilege, if they mean to turn round now and say, * No, you shall
not have the parliamentary vote 7 The thing would be unbeara-
ble, because every argument that applied to the giving women the
municipal vote, a plies to the giving them the parliamentary vote;
with this markc«y addition, that a great many arguments ot great
weight could be used in favor of women having the parliamentary
vote, which do not exist at ali with rezard to the mun‘lclpnl vote.
1 say then it would be unlikely, very unlikely, that the Government
should oppose this Bill.

« 1 daresay there are in this room both men and women of all
shades of politics. 1 think the Conservatives here must have
derived some support from what has been said with l:’l?‘_:urd to ghe
probable Conservative eharacter of this measure. 1 offer no opinios
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in Parliament ; and they felt, as they could not but feel. that every
S argument which had been used in favor of extending ihe franchise
s to men generally, applied eqaally to the case of women, and there-
: fore for them to have cone into the opposite lobby trom that into
which they did go would have been eertainly at a very great sacrifice
il of feeling and consistenev.  After Mr. Mill did that great service to
! this question in the House of Commons, associations were everywhere
formed in the eountry.  There may be those here who are not fully
B alive to the character and influence of some of those associations :
: vou have not only this Association in London, you have one of great
s influence in Manchester; vou have associations in - Edinburch, in
; Dublin, in Birmingham, in~ Bristol, in Bath, in Carlisle, in Leeds,

; and I do not know how many places besides.
i “ Now, what is the character of the support which this proposced
measure receives 7 It is well known to this committee that many
¢ i of the most scholarly and distincuished men in our various Univer-
: Sgan] sities are on our side upon this question. It is equally true that
e | the working-classes in our great manufacturing towns support this
R questien. I have scen it introduced in many such meetings, and
b never saw any opposition to it.  One little incident perhaps may be
worth telling.  During the last municipal election in some town in
A Yorkshire, I forget now which, the workingmen were so much in-
’ teresteding women having votes, and o well satisfied that they
¥l thould have been promoted to this right, that they met together,
: subseribed a sum of money, and gave a handsome testimonial to the
¥ s ! first woman who came up to the poll.  That shows the great sympa-
{ thy which exists on the part of workingmen in regard to this

question.

b * And now, what is our parliamentary position? 1 think I may
ke say with Mr. Mill, since he introduced this measure there with such
- flattering suecess, that our parliamentary position is much stronger.
We have good supporters in the House of Lords, and on both sides
of the House of Lords.  We have members of the Cabinet who are
il} favor of .lhis Bill.  We have law-officers of the Crown who will
£ give us their sapport; and there is not a single part of the House
L . of ('umm:ms. Tory or Liberal, nor a single part of each side of the
House of Commons, in which we have not influential supporters.

i W !}:\t does all this prove ? It proves, undoubtedly, that the claim
which women are making is a very Y

. strong claim ; and it proves that
the grounds upon which it rests are so simple that it can be under-
stood both by the instructed and by the uninstructed.

“ I have been asked the question sometimes, in the House of
Commons, whether this Bill will be carried.  Why. nobody in
England who pays any attention to public matters doubts that it
will be carried.  Of course it will be carried. Then we are some-
times asked, * When?”  Well, it would no doubt require a prophet
to tell when. A member of the House of Commons told me, the

other day, that he believed it would be carried this session, and
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T;:‘ll qu(‘st.i(?n(‘(l l“i'_ﬂlt: f'"‘ hf' .‘"'ﬂ"“s .\(‘.f ﬁn])‘ aholi-hed e mueh of the
s .\1!1!111'1}’111 Corporations Act of 18335, as had unintentionally tended '
1.‘:: to cl(-‘.).ri\"f‘ l\,\"m}l(-ln nl'Pt'h.al:ir constitutional .:m-l l|i~x-~ri.x§l vote. Thus ‘
t of t]u-lntn(z‘pc 0; (l(.t‘ ‘l‘u l:l.nlj'llt:l.l‘-\"\’lﬂ.q- is really ‘l“.,.|,|,.‘| in their ol
em.’ favor. l.;“r‘,r‘l‘ mt"‘-‘ - origin of Parliament and ot the vote which
tide (-l.vr:'is it \ “I: .U}h;"‘?f (nnun«‘nm <h.(l not «!r..;. trom ]w.m-n with
kg divine rig "t.l t1s ; m-lﬂ‘] m~u of our institutions in shire and bor-
fate ough. ‘ nichts nt‘ lt u-.-.~ xf}'us am_l burgesses ot the towns were its
ular (,!.-m.vnts. Out of m';“l richt ot .l("_'h.l,lt]un ;“u.[ local voting amse
Parliamentary legislation and voting tor Parliament.  On the tace <oy
thi of the m:lttt‘l’.tl.l('l’vﬁ)l'v it is to be assumed, that as a woman qt’ proys-
s erty at the origin of the House of Commons was not disqualitied by
]::(r; her sex for the Municipal vote, neither was she for the Parliamen-
o tary vote.
fnr‘ » - . . e . * 4
¢ (_” « Last November women everywhere voted in the municipalitics.
::}l“: “'lmt- !ll:l)S(‘ll.ll:f follnwml.—-nm.inn:dl_\'. for Twill not put any party g
3.““ guestion Did the voting of women 111:;}:0- men more riotons? l :
. ol need not ask whether the woren broke windows or heads.  In Clit- S A
heir ton and Bristol I belicve that their presence made the men more B
orderly ; and very much is this needed.  Fven rude and violent ; '
men are restrained by the presence of ladies. 1 eannot but believe, | e
age that even in this respeet, the participation of women in the elections , \
sity will be wholesome to us. St
lest * * * » " B3 ® 4
1en « The male sex is the pri\'iln-'_:wl. the female sox is the depressed i e
uret class s and for ages past has been \va-i'_'lu-:l down by injustices, \\'h'!-'ll 1%
- become worse, as the excess of the female over the male |u-pn'|;mnu [
por increases.  While our opponents stranzely imply that all women are - b
bl : married, or ought to be marricd, and are never to be widowsor work g .
for their bread, the law is so inten=eiy unjust to marrivd women, that boon
\ the husbands, instead of supporting them. otten do but plunder them. J
into Just law is made to punish rogues and scoundrels; but our common :
l in law, as interpreted and enforced by along series of judges, mizht
rted seem to assume all husbands to be angels.  Moreover, it is computed
all that two million and a haltof women and wirls have to maintain them- g
ugh celves without male help. How cruelly unjust then is it, to shut golay
arty women out of work, or pay them less for their wur{a! Unforeseen e
ely, calamity reduces to sudden poverty familics reared in luxury : how b 2]
and are the ladies to earn bread? To become Governesses has long o hey
MAR: been their sole resource. Governess has competed against Govern- ‘
o ess, so as to reduce their pay to 2 minimum. I any onc wants to
ni- know the struggles, the yirtues and the miseries ot this vl:n-w: let
un- him subscribe a few ginueas to some society \.\'hx-'lg secks to relieve
rich them. Then, when he is called on to vote which of them shall have
1sti- some life-pittance, his heart will be rent by the number of the hizhly
be- meritorious and pmfoumll_v indigent who compete for his favor
un- Many a female teacher gives every shilling which she can save, 0
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upon that subject, but I should regret very much if a great Liberal
Government should fix this peculiar stigma upon women, and say,
¢ You are capable of entering into mercantile affairs ; you' have
sufficient intelligence and capacity to manage local matters; but
when it comes to imperial concerns you are altogether out of
court, and you have no qualification whatever to take part in them.’
I say a Liberal Government ought not to put itself into an attitude
like that. Every class in the country should be raised, so far as the
Government has power to raise it, and it should hesitate long before
it takes any course that leads to the disrcspect of any particular
class.

“In conclusion, allow me just to say one word ; that whether this
measure be obtained sooner or later, the duty of all who are inter-
csted in it is very plain.  Every man and woman here who desires
to remove the clectoral disabilities of woman should work hard for
their removal, just as though we were entering upon a strugele of
many vears. There should be no possible place where you have
any inflnence upon a member of Parliament but you should write
him a note asking him to give a favorable attenfion to the Bill;
and your Committees throughout the Empire should continue their
labors just as though every possible obstacle beset our path.”

Lastly we make several extracts from an address on Suffrage
in Qanuary last, by Prof. Francis W. Newman, of University
College, London, a man of rare culture, and one of the ablest
writers in the kingdom. Every word that he utters is pertinen
to the condition of affairs in this countr » and should be care
fully considered by every man and woman who desires the per

petuity of our free government, and the highest moral eleva-
tion of society.

X “From the moment when Mr. J. S. Mill introduced the matter into
Parliament, novel as it was, it has grown rapidly in interest and in
approval.  Mr. D'Isracli, as leader of the Con;ervativcs, supported
it with a_zeal quite astonishing, before the country had at all
spoken.  Mr. Gladstone also has indicated his assent to it, thouch
in cautious and measured words. The cause does not touch party
pnhtu:s, .hut brings us‘into a hicher and calmer discussion, namely,
wha.u 18 Just to Women, and what will tend {p the moral welfare and
{-unﬁommn of socicty. It is remarkable with what warmth the cause
1

as been espoused by the most intellectual men of various professions.
e, which is the leading house in the Uni-
llows for it is quite un-
omens of early success, of which
recognition last year of Women’s consti-
e Municipal elections. It was not a be-
new, but the recognition of an ancient and un-

For instance in Trinity Colleg,
versity of Cambridee; the eazerness of the Fe
precedend.  On every side we have 4
not the least is the ready

tutional right to vote in "t}
stowal of something
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lish Moloch never loosens his aripe, until clutted Ly countless noe-
tvrdoms.  His votaries assail, as theoretical, Utopia ¥

ol

all who want to repeal an evil Law Aesore a hecaiomh of the tn oy .t
have been slaughtered by it.  Mon of our slazish Ao~ oon
‘ blood generally mistake compromise, made at other people’s exp nee

sistent and complete concession of justice: but prefer to have it
wrung out of them, bit by bit, and then extol themselves, as = prac
tical men.”  Some wit has said ot us, that we are eminently patient
under other people’s sufferings. This is too true of rous ine-noh
ticians and overworked ofticials.  But is the whole stroneer sex of
this country willing to submit to such a swrcasm, whea the weaker
sex are the sufferers? I earnestly trust, Not.

« Where the partiality of law has enzendered socia injustices, re-
peal does not immediately remove the evils, Time is needed, alike
that new sentiment may permeate society, and that new organiza-
tions may coalesce. For that very reason, legal untairness cannot
be too completely and too quickly renounced, especially in Woman's
case, where the duration of injustice is measured by the azes of
History. Instead of bit-by-bit legislation, a simple declaration of
the equality of the sexcs in all legal rizht, would scem to me wise-t
and easiest as well as most natural and griteetul ander a female Sove
ereion.  But, in consideration of slursish intellects, the present
movement claims for women only the Parliamentary Sutirage on a
par with men; which is but a small installment of our debt.”

w1 did not myselt fully understand il the last halt year, how
reckless of the clementary rizhts of females,—how atrocionsly un-
fair, as between sex and sex.—Enalish lesislation could be: al-
though I had both written and spoken strondy on the subject. Per-
mit me to enter on an important illustration from very recent Acts
of Parliament. Every boy and girl knows how proud  Enzland is
of trial by Jury. It is older than the Norman conuest. To detend
it from the invasions of the Exccutive, is amonz the first duties of
Parliament. The attempt to deprive mon ot it would cause insur-
rection, and if persisted in, revolution, which would vither overthrow
the dynasty and the aristocracy, or crush us under French des-
potism. Scarcely of less importance to us is frecdom from arbitrary
arrest, and the responsibility of officers for talse imprisonment. In
great public danger the Habeas Corpus 13 suspended 5 but never
else. Yet, wonderful to say ! in protound peace these essential safe-
guards for person and reputation have suddenly and almost silently,
—Dby the conspiracy of Officiale and of the Press, a_ll'l by the torpor
of an overworked Parliament,—been stript away from wormen, :uyl
from women alone, over great areas of the United Kingdom, while
the argument for it, such as it is, applies with greater foree against
men than against women. I cannot here o minutely into two Acts,
passed in 1866 and 1869. The details are too n~Vaahmg.' I touch
their substance lightly, dwelling only on their process, which reck-

for moderation and wisdom. They abhor a simple, clear, seicon-

L
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rear little brothers, or support an aged mother, 01"1\:m-p a s‘i(-k sister
trom the Poor House: and at last, when herselt incapacitated by
aze or illness, remains on the wide world, destitute.  Women of
less accomplishment and Im'vcr birth, n strong mr'ru(l(- work, lm\:..
a greater choice of ill paid occupation: but of ‘tlu'su there s
always a fraction, which can scarcely anyhow earn food and shelter,
What follows then?  In Paris, years ago, a celebrated physician
and very careful reckoner estimated that out of 3000 women who
were there plying the most debasing and d cadly of trades, only 35
could in any other way carn a living at all.  In Encland our enu-
meration ot such lost women is too imperfect to allow resting on any
such estimates: but that Hunger, sheer Hunger, drives English-
women to this desperate and hated resource, is attested too strongly
to be doubted.  And what is the true source of the evil ? The fuct,
that our institutions are unjust to women, who are the most sclf
denying, industrious and virtuous part of every nation. The mis-
chict, I say, begins from the law, which treats woman as a mere ap-
pendage and convenience of man : thereby tempting men to be un-
Justidle, vicious and cruel.  The majority of men learn right and
wrong from the Jaw, and a laree number feel free to do whatever
the law justifies. Hence, even in the most cultivated ranks, dangh-
ters have far less consideration than sons: and daugzhters who re-
main unmarried, atter spending their whole vouth in a parent’s grat-
ification, without an independent life, often exchange opulent luxury,
on that parent’s death, for a scanty income and solitary lodging.
» #* * »* * »*

“If any of you have not duly attended to the signs of the times,
be assured that the oreat question now risine on the horizon of poli-
ticsin all Christendom is, the political and social elevation of Woman.
The movement, in different phases, agitates despotic  Russia, and
republican America.  As to the greaer political question, Sweden
and Austria decidedly go ahead of us: in the municipalities the
French woman is far more prominent than the English woman. In
recard to the pecuniary position of wives, England is, d believe,
more iniguitous than any other civilized country. Ewxeryvwhere the
ery is rising for female education, especially for 'il_ulus:ri;ll' education,
with equal chance of employment and cqual pay for equal work.

“There are those who think that it would be wiser to claim for
women at first only social and industrial Jjustice, and to postpone the
claim of suffrave. This, I understand, is the course taken in Ger-
many : where the advoeacy of women is led.by that illustrious lady,
the eldest danghter of our Quee ) :
She is already the darling of (
arcer.—But in a question of
\\'lli('ht‘\'l'l' order the ¢
must accept every
truly in every ease
in plenty have bee

n. now Crown-Princess of Prussia.
iurm:m_\': she is destined to a noble
mere policy, opinions will differ. In
vents of the dav lead. we have to follow. and
installment of justice as fast as we an get it: for
reforms come slowly enouch. Female victims
n sacrificed on the altar of cruel law. Our Eng-
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by pat'itions to Parliament, through the hands ot the local Repre-
sentatives.

«Yet I speak, not for women only, but also tor men; that is tor
our common country. All who have read history, even superficially
arc aware that it is_usual to moralize over the fall of great N;m'-s'
after they become rich and powertul, and to impute it to Luxury.
Luxury is not the correct word.  Historians ouzht to say Inpurity ;
fostered by wealth, by venal Art, by vicious trade and Vicious phi-
losophy. The very proflizates of old Rome saw and avowed how
much these causes conduced to fatal degeneracy.  Paris is discovering
that despotism and immorality are firm allies, and that the State-
patronage of Vice is fatal to frecedom.  For myself, I have learned
in a few months, more than in 50 years betore, how deep are the
corruptions of England. and how vehement her downward carver.
With minds pre-occupied by materialism and fatalism, our publicists
and officials are quietly accepting our abominable state as the natural
order of things, which ought to be orzanized and made comtortable
by Law and by Art; thus smoothing our path downwards into 2
hell of sensuality. The public men who will arrest this seem to be
a small minority, and hitherto feeble : their adversaries have a per-
manent hold of official posts, where they are practically irresponsible
and most difficult to dislodge. I see not how anything can purity
English society, and destroy the legal incentives aad facilities of
manifold corruption, quickly enouzh and decisively enouch to save
our future, without a greater intensity in the political influcnce of
wemen. .

« Because this is a crisis, at which our nation is called to choose
between moral life and death, I am bold to address women them-
selves, and especially educated ladies. If you, ladies, are happy,
remember that others are unhappy. If you have kind and just
husbands, remember that thousards of women have selfish or wicked
husbands. - If vou have enough of this world’s go W, remember that
scores of thousands of women and girls can scarcely get bread and
shelter even by an excess of toil. It you have been tenderly
watched over from childhood, learn that thousands ‘nr' your sisters
are untaught and untrained, and many hundreds wn'k-.-nll_v sulnl_l-y
parents or kinsfolk to the chambles of the voluptuous m-_h. It isa
grievous fact, that men possessed of political power, :u}-l fully aware
of things concerning which we fear to speak very pl:unly.'h:u'v en-
acted in a course of many centurics just enough law a!:nnrl‘!h"*'?
horrors ta salve their own consciences, but never have so enforced
any enactment as to make the law a reality: much less have they
enacted all that the case demands. 1 boldly say, that History, and
the voice of God sounding through its miscrable pazes, call upon
pure hearted and happier women to suceor their unlmq y sisters,
whom the ruder and less virtuous sex tramples down. You cannot
succor them without some power to mould the law and incite its en-
forcement. To claim a purely domestic status, disables you for con-
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Jessly breaks down the legal cafecuards of every thing that women
hold dearest. Rather than expound any of the details myselt, |
quote some words from the Appeal of an ]':n;_'!i~h Mother to her
counntrvmen.  She says: © These measures are without precedent in
the history of our country, for their tyranny and for their defiance
of all which has ever been considered by Englishmen as justice.
It resembles the Spanish Inguisition in its svstem of” paid spies and
anonvious whispers as evidence not to be rebutted.  Contrary to
the entire spirit of English law, the whole lmrdvl_l of ]n'smf is thrown,
not upon the accuser, but upon the accused.  There is a complete
absence of all fair and open court,—to say nothing of Jury.” = An
Association of Ladies of the highest character has drawn up a sol-
emn protest azainst these Acts, from which protest I extract one
. clause only. They protest, « because, so far as women are concerned,
the Acts remeve every guarantee of personal security which the
Jaw has established and [hitherto] held sacred, and puts their repu-
tation, their freedom and their persons absolutely in the power of
the police.”  In fact. against mere whispers or suspicions, no woman
whatsoever has any leaal defence 3 for no proof is pretended or re-
quiresl, nor i< any one responsible in the case of spiteful slander or
stupid mistake.  Several ladies have said to me. that they never be-
fore knew how necessary®it is for their protection to have women
sitting in Parliament. The wife of an M. P. wrote to me, that she
shall never acain trust an assembly of men, where the rights and
interests of women are concerned.  Who can blame women for such
Judaments?  What would men say, it" a Parliament of women were
to vote away our right to trial by judge and jury, were to persecute
us by spies, and condemn us on the opinion of irresponsible officials,
low in the service, who pick up report of us from the whispers of
prostitutes, or from the seeret letters of prnﬂif_{:\tcs ? 1 repeat, that
contempt of women'’s most cardinal rights,—women married or un-
married, chaste or unchaste,—hzs been displayed in a manner which
had previously seemed impossible.
“When these things are not only possible, but facts, is it wonder-
ful that Englishwomen are demanding protection against unjust law?
To protect them, it is but a small and indeed insufficient claim, that
women's votes shall be mincled with the votes of men in the Parlia-
mentary elections.  Yet the concession will not be wholly ineffec-
tive. Some women will be able to address every M. P. as his con-
stituents.  Every Member will receive some official notice of women’s
grievances; and the principle of equal measure to each sex will
rapidly grow sirong in the public conscience. Now, in the opening
of this lecture T observed, that the women who are foremost in
claiming the vote are just those who are foremost in intellect and in
Y“Mi(‘ esteem.  The very same fact appears in the United States.
now pray all. higch and low, and especially electors, not to turn
adeaf ear to the prayer of their most intelligent countrywomen, nor
to the dumb entreatics of the humbler ; but to give active support,
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new. to devise a plan of state action which will much sim-
plify the work of the Society, and give to every ene, however
limited in time and means, an opportunity to do something for

the cause.

They propose that a fund of several hundred dollars be
placed in the hands of the Executive Committee, which they
shall apply chiefly to paying the traveling expenscs of one or
more women of sound discretion, who shall visit every town in
the state. meeting there in friendly parlors the few women
already interested in the movement, and with them orgzanizing a
small local committee, whose chiet’ object shall be to obtain
signatures to the petitions for a 16th Amendment, and to cir-
culate tracts on the subject of .Equal Suffraze. In this way

Jist would embrace a large number of our most ceminent clergymen of nearly
or quite all denominations, some of the ablest members of the legal pr-'»-
fession, and a considerable number of members of Congress, besides a
very large number of the most intelligent and every way estimable women

af the land.

Peter Alfred Taylor, M. P and Mrs.

Taylor.
Lord and Lady Amberly.
Lord Houghton.
Lady Anstruther.

Jacok Bright, M. P, and Mrs. Dright.

Mons. Louis Blane.

Sir D. Wedderburn, M. P.

Prof. Faweett and Mrs. Fawcett.
Mr. Eastwick, M. P.

Mr. McLaren, M. P., and Mrs. Mc-

Laren.
Mr. Charley, M. P.
Miss Fraaces Pewer Cobbe.
Lady Eleanor Brodie.
Lady Crompton.
Countess Beauchamp.
Lady Belper.
Major and Mrs. Bell.
Prof. S. Amos, M. D.
Miss Motley.

Mr. and Mrs. Russell Martineau.

Harriet Martineau.

Miss E. Garrett, M. D.
Lady Lyell.

Dr. Elizabeth Blackwell
A. J. Russell, M. P.

Prof. Cassal.

Prof. H. Morley.

Dr. Symes Thompson.
Mr and Mrs. F. Malleson.

Mr. and Mrs. Edwin Arnold.
Trof. Francis W. Newman.
Rev. Canon Kingsley.

Sir Thomas Bazley, M. P.
Rev. George Butler.

Mrs. Joscphine Butler.

Mrs. Hume-Rothery.

Mr. A.J. Mundella, M. P.
Mr. Morrison, M. P.

Mr. 'T. B. Potter, M. P.
John Stuart Mill.

Miss Helen Taylor.

Mr. M. S. Bass, M. P.

Miss Jessie Boucheret.

Miss Emily Faithiul.

Miss Lydia Becker.

Lady Goldsmidt.

Sir Wiltred Lawson, M. P,
Mr. Thomas Hare.

Miss Hare.

Mr. Pochin, Mayor of Salford
Mrs. Pochin.

The Ven. Arcndeacon Sandiford.
Rev. Dr. Temple.

Rev. J. Wolstenholme.

Mr. B. Whitworth, M. P.
Rev. Frederick B. Maurice.
Florence Nightingale.

Mrs. Rebecen Moore.

Richard . Webb.
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test acainst odious enormities, pregnant with fraud, cruclty and
weial decay.  Snch modesty is not womanly sensitiveness: it is
rather to be called, womani<h selfishness. T implore you. Ladies !
in the cause of the wretehed and injured, and to quell that licen-
tiousness which is the ruin of” great nations,—Arise, and claim your
rightful position in the State!”

Your committee being in full sympathy with the views of
Prof. Newman, thus admirably expressed, and feeling that our
own beloved country is passing through a similar crisis, and is
already called to choose between life and death,* are moved to
call earnestly upon mothers especially, to “arise and claim
their rightful position in the State,” if they would save from
ruin. not only their country, but their sons, dearer to them than
life itself. Under God, our hope is in the women of Connec-
ticut—may they awake in season to their heaven-imposed re-
sponzibilities.t

Your committee have been able after listening to the advice
and experience of carnest workers in the old country and the

® Within the year the city government of St. Louis, against the pro-
test of many of her most intellizent citizens, have decided to adopt the
continental usages in regard to houses of illfame, rurnishing prostitutes,
after personal examination, with bills of health for the better protection
of their mule visitors, andl it is understood that the system is now in act-
ual operation.  Other large cities are meditating the same ruinous policy,
and it is ndvocated by some of our best citizens on the plea that innocent
wives and children are often afllicted with discase through the criminal
lives of guilty husbands and fathers. To all such we would recommend
a careful reading of the great mass of statistics collected on this subject
by the English “ Society for the repeal of the Contagious Discases
Acts,” to which Prof. Newman refers.

t We have dwelt upon the proceedings in England on the subject of
Woman Suffrage as being of more special interest and influence in this
country, but the progress of the eause in severa! of the continental nations
is very encouraging.  In Austria, by an imperial decree made in 1864,
women vote equally with men in the class of landed proprictors, and in
Sweden they are allowed to vote in certain cases, and under certain limi-
tations, as to which we are not fully informed. In Russia votes are cast
by houscholds, and women are often sent to vote as representatives of the
family. The idea that a woman by reason of her sex is disqualificd for
the suitrage is rapidly becoming discarded in Europe.

As indicating the state and progress of the Woman Suffrage cause in
England, of which we have spoken so largely in the foregoing report, We
annex a list of the names of some of its leading friends and advocates in
that conntry.  The list might be largely extended both as to numbers and
character, but we have not the necessary information at hand.

A list of the leading friends of the cause in America would occupy too
much space, nnd they are besides move familiar to our readers. Such a
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we are confident that the women of the state will be brought
to a consideration of the movement if not into active sympathy
with it—and your committee will thus be brought into direct
communication with them. Should a fund of a thousand dol-
Jurs be gu:u‘:mtcul to us this fall, we fm-.l confident that marked
results would follow our winter's campaign.

We hope also before long to be able to_secure @ room in
come convenient locality in the city of Hartford, where the
husiness of the Society may be transacted, where its publica-
tions may be obtained at all times, aml whu.re monthly a'ml
perhaps weekly meetings may be held for conference, to which
people from all parts of the State \\'ll} be welcome.

Iu behalf of the Executive Comimittee,

ISABELLA B. IHOOKER, Chairman.

Hartrorp, Sept. & 1870

At the annual meeting held on Sept. 9th, in Allyn Hall, it
was voted that hereafier a membership fee of one dollar an-
nually should be instituted—but this does not cut off from
membership those who have already joined the Society with-
out a fee. It is earnestly desired, however. that all present
members should forward one dollar every year to the Secre-
tary, and order from Ler also packages of tracts for distribution
in their own locality, paying for them at the rate of $2.50 per
hundred, which is the bare cost of printing. All persons unable
to buy these tracts, but willing to circulate them in their own
neighborhood, will be furnished gratuitously on application to
the Secretary, Miss F. E. Burr, 738 Main Street, Hartford.
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