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SURMPRAGE HLvs AXD HOTES.
By snnie G.Porritt.

- The pesssge ol the suffrsge smonl:rent by the House of xepresen tatives
lset week puta Connectiout into the list of the campuign utates--the atates
in which eotive campe igns sre going on for the adortion of suffrege smend-
ments at the polls. ‘he long proocess that is provided in the Stete Conati-
tution before #h amsndment can be adorted defers the mctuslvoting for severnl
yeurs. l!inine,where the legisleture only pussed the suffrsge smendment thie
your taskes the vote on 1t‘ a8 early es next September. In Canoctiout it
must be 1919 or 1920 before the towns will vote on the guestion, for the amend
ment has to pees throi:gh another lesislature end receive a m-thirda vote
in both Houzeme 48 in meny other stastes the voters will hw.m to decide
st the same time on a prohibition end s suffrsge amendment,but the v omen
who arxe mogt deeply concerned in the one amendment,end guiteas much concern-
od 1n the other as the men,will not be mllowed & say in regsrd to elther.

The deteils of the voting were of grest interest to all Suffregiastas In
the first plece the lerge mejority in fevor of the smendment wes most en~
couraging. It augurs well for the proaspec's of the megsure st the next
session,when 1t will need ¢ two-thirds mujority to ocerry it through., It
wea olso most satisfectory to the Connecticut Women Suffrege assooic tion {
that the smendment received a majority in every county exocept two--strtfoi-rl
snd litohfield Counties--end thut in these two the unfevorsble majority
ves not lerge. 3uffragists feel thut 1f 80 much progress h:u been mude in

the last two yeurs,it will not be Aifficult to complete the oconversion of

the iz Jority not only of the member:s of tir leflcianture,but elaso of
voters of the stete before 1919.
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suffroglsts have \always boaen deerly interested in the higher education
of women. Luack of eduostional fucilities wes ome of the cuuses thut started
the moverent for votes for women. The Suffrugists of Conmecticut are there-
fore teking o deep interest in the affairs of the new Connectlcut College
for Women and are feoling deeply grieved over the troubles that are beset-
ting thet institution. The insti tution belongs to the public of Connecti-
cut.and not to the BSorrd of Trustees which hes the control of it. This is
s fuct that the Bosrd of Trus$ees seems to overlook. The Board seems to
forget its trusteeship end to be soting as though the affairs of the college
were its own private business to be conducted as suits the whim of the mem-
bers oft the boerd.

It would be impoesible on any other theory to explein the hipgh-hended
sotion of the bourd in dismissing Dr Sykes without & word of explanation
to the publio of the ocauses of his dismisesl. «uite serious charges hsve be
been mzde by Dr Sykes sgainst the methods and menagement of the Board., Hot
one of these churges has been feirly met. Kot one of them has been publioly
refuted. But Dr Sykes is dismissed,snd all that the public is told is that
Dr Sykes as shown too muoh business incspacity. It looks as if too much
business incapaoi ty means in the eyes of the Board too much incspacity to
shut his eyes to certain jobs and certein actione in favor of the private
interests of some of the members of the Boerd,and too muoh insistence on
the resl welfure of the insti tution over which he wea ceal led upon to pre-
gside. Probably this is not the real explanation of Dr Syke's dismissal,
but the Board by not snswering the ohorges brought esgainet end by dismissing
Dr Sykes after a seoret investigetionkiy by & committee representing i tself
glone and not representing either Dr Sykes or the public,lays iteelf open
to & vory genersl suspiocion that the explsnation 1s true.

Resolutions are be ing pussed by suffragists in lesgue end county meetings
protesting egeinst this oontempt of the women of the stste for whose benefit
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ne college was supposed to huve been founded. The, Hartford Hquel PFranchise
Lesgue &t its monthly meeting 1z st Wednesday went on record in two resolu-
tions. The first resolution was as follows:--"The Board of Direc tors of
the Hartford Lqual Frenchise League, feeling that the people of Connecticut
are entitled to full information in a matter of such public importence ss
the management of the new Connecticut College dor Womon,prot;st aga ins ¢
the action of the Boasrd of Trustces of the College in removing Dr Sykes
wi thout malkdng public any sufficient or definite charges agsinst him.

The second resolution was addressed to Dr Sykes,end reads: "The Board
of Directors of the Hartford kqual Frunchise Leegue wishes to express ite
gratitude to Dr Sykes for his efforts on hehalf of the higher education
of women in the State and regrets thet he his been prevented from continu-
ing his work by a resotionary element which was eppurently serving its ow n
mxxn interests and not those of the State.

The amount of nonsense that 1s be ing written sbout Miss Jesnnette Rankin
end her supposed sobs 1s getting on the nerves of Suffragists. In the first
Place we have it on good suthority--the authority of seversl persons'who
were present in the House when the vote was tekenyebout which so much fuas
is mede eni who were much nearer t Miss Rankin than the newspsper corres-

. pondent who first got the story into print--that 1t wes not Miss Rankin who

' did the sobbing. These spectators ssy that Miss Rankin, although extremely
moved by the importunce of the occasion,did no weeping et alle On the other
hand,we hew pretty genersl evidence that Representetive Kitohin wept openly
end thet his emotion and agitation were plainly visible to everybody both
on the floor end in the gul leries.

Here 1is another vignette of emotion in the House o fnRepresentatives whioh

has not attraoted much attention. It is teken from & newspaper account of

| the debate on consoription. Spesker Clark hsd teken the floor td oppose

the measurd,snd he was telling of his son's enlistmemnt 28 a volunteer.
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"Should he full”,continue { the spesker,”l went the privilege of osrving on
his tombetone these words:'This man,& kilseourl volunteer,died fighting fer
his country®". Spesker Clurk'e volce”,cmtinued the report,"broke as he
uttered the worl tombstone. He fumbled far his hendikerenief. Hs finished
the sentenocs &8 2 sob shook his burley freme and then he turned from the
leoturn and left the House weeping."

A8 his shoulders shook with the emotlpn of the moment,every member of
the House rose to his feet. Hany,unashamed,shei tea®s,snd there was & eud-
den grasping for hip rockets. Hundkerchiefs were in evidence sll over the
ohamber. HEven members who before the end of the week will record their
votes agsinst the princirle for which Chsmp Clark was oontonding.yioldéd
to the sincerity end eurmestness of his plending :nd jave him the tribute
of wet 11ds and quivering 1lips.”

Hers 18 ¢ eimilar story to thst about Miss Renkin,probsadly with an equel
smount of exaggeration. One would think it & more extracrdinary story then
the other. To bawe all the members of Congress weeping in chorus seems to m
s more dreme tio haprening then to have one lone member sobbing. It should
be noted also that Speaker Clark, the lesder of the Demoorctic periy.was op-
posing the President’e policy and urging the House %o oppoce a measure that
the President considered essentisl for the succoess of the oountry in the
greet war that {t has entered. Yot the story of Hiss Renkin's supposed
sobe hos gone all over the oiviliged world,snd people who reed it in Engl.and
or Australis will not be awsre thst 1t ie quite the ordinzry thing for
Congresamen to weep and sob,and that ifiss Renkin wss only supposelly doing
what every other member of the Charber iz reported tO.hﬂW done,wi j;hout
. anybody utterirng eny protest. Lvidently a tesr bomb must descen@ on Congress
now ond then,snd members whether msle or feMsale ought not to be blomed if

the bomb produces its due effect.
It is apparently sssumed in the comments on Miss Rankin's oonduct that
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wisa Henkin repr&aents the women of the oountry. Thie is not the fiet. The
woien did not eleol her. sz & metter of fact nhe wne neaesssrildy elected

Ly tie voles of wen wore than by the votes of wormen becsuse thore sre nere
then twice & sy wen s wowsn 1in the stute fros which she ocoses. The
women ol tae nutiighiggg:c share ¢ither iu her nemineiion or in her eleg-
tione ko suffregists went wast to help in her olection csmpsign. 3ho made
her own fight end har eleotion wes a domestlic concern of the peopla of
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it the Suffrsge ussooclstlons hed ed eny ssy in tho matter t ey wouid
hive choseb aoiw woumssa of natiocnal repute to reprezent them. It mirnt hove
bean are Cstt. It might luve been June /ddams. It aight have rbeem #lo-
rencs delley or Hr Katherine Bement Duvise IV eortoinily wuld not heve been
Jeaanatie isakis. osuflragists welcomed her election to Congrese hecsuse it
merRedl the openlny of & new ere; but i thwe oholice of 4 woman hed been
in Wielr bands insgtesd of in the bendz ol the mern and wanen--chiafly none-
ol sdontsns there is 1little doubt thst & more cupsble.move erperienced snd
Rore dtuvesmanilke womsn would heve been chorelie.

Yuis i aot seylug that the Sulfrugzists disepprove of iiass Henkin. Thedy
“pprovsl o disspprovel hss nothing Lo 4v with the coze. It is only stuting
whet eveYyy vmw kuows to be the fuectu. It is only sn sttempt to out the
met ter ia the zigit 1light &ndt;kgig: wkkh how little xesson 1t is suasused
thot uWiss Leakin is essuned To represent the suffrsgiste of tae inited Stete

Ihef the 1deu should ewr go sbroasd is due to the 014 theory--nat yet ban-
ished from ik minde oi men, though pruc ticeily contrudicted evexy dsy--that
Wwomen &3%e &ll eilbwy,snd that sweepins pensrslisstione can be msde frem the
couduct ¢l & single womsu--gemer:limetiore thet wonld bs laughsd at were

they mede iu the cese of men.



