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vice League sre expected to coorerste with the ¥Homon's Comnittee end to
ect under the orders from Weshinzton which are to be passed on in cwvery
cuse by the Goversment Department moet corcerned. In this wey sggrioul-
turel work for women will be briught directly into line with the work of
the Depertment of irriculture,snd work for women end children enployed 4in
fuotories with the Depurtment of lshor. This new cooperetion 13 of ape-
¢tel importence in the owse o ihe regietoring of the wowen. iecording
10 Dr Shezw,chelriven of the Vomea's Connittee,six systews of re;sisiretion
teve been wdonted by verious women's ormenizetions: erd net one of these
systems will be of eny use t0 the government 1f there is & demend for
wvomen for specizl services. Instesd of six systema,one uniform systenm
wili ve sdorted to be used by evory orsenisation thot desires to taske &
repistrs tion of the wosen.

It wiil of ocourse involve & certein loss of inmdeperndence {0 tsle orders
from the Women's Committee. HBut this losa wili be compenseted by the
incrense of efficiency of & more uniform eystem,end the Suffregslests wre
2111inz loyelly to rut themmeives &t the commend of the Governrment o the
United Ststes emd to zocept the »len which her been decided upon by the
Council of Hationsl Defences-the councii formed of six of President Wil
8 n's oebinet ministers. The pemersl plen of work for the Women's Commit
tee hus besn outlined by idiss Ide Terbell,one of the me mbers. It i{noludes
(1) Zegietrstion of #omen; (2)¥ood produvotion and conservetion; (3)

Core #nd protection of women in industry; (4) Treiping of womsn for are-
¢iel services s meeded; spd (H) Freservation of the inner defences of
our netiorsi life both muterisl smd apiritusl.

The membere of the “omen's Committee are:--dr snne Shew,ohsirmen; %rs
rhilip ioore, 3ecret «ry Mrs Stenley HeCormick, Trecsurer,iiss Mesude “gtmore,

Jesigh - ¢
#Are doseph Lﬁmar,ﬂrsigpsgxh Cowles,ilrs Batt,iirs intoinette Punk,iiss /g-
neg Ragtor end dlss Ida Yerbell. Gost of the women hive bheen shoaen be-
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cuuse they were president or officer of some grest orgeanization of women.

The Connecticut committee to work under the Women's Committee has not
yet been formed. The Washington Committee appointed as temporary chairman
the President of the Comnectiout Federstion of Wiomen's Cluba--kMrs L.H.
Smilypy of Hurtford. Mrs Smiley's chief duty s temporary chairmam will
be t0 c¢oll & meeting of the presddents of women's organizations for the
cholce of ¢ permenent committes,which will then work under the National
Committee in Washington--~thus removing the danger of duplication and
confusion that has hitherto existed.

There is a constsntly recurring conflusion in the minds of many inti-3uf-
fragists concerning the mesaning of democrucy. One would think that eny
man or woman who has had even a grammer school education would know that
denocracy means the government of the people by themselves or by their
chosen representatives. It was defined of 0ld by Pregident Lincoln in the
nistoric® words "Government of the people,by the peopls,for the pesople”
and our present rresident has redefined i& in words that will probably
become equally historic "democrecy, the right of those who submit to au-
thority to take part 1In their government™.

Instead of keeping clesrly the meaning of democracy in mind some of the
inti- Suffregiste confuse it with populsrity. They assert that it would
be"undemocretic® to grunt the ballot to women,because a large number of
men snd women don't favor women suffrsge. Whether people fsvor womsn suf-
frige or not affects not at 811 1ts democratic charseter. If ninety-nine
women out of every hundred strenuously objected to having the vote confer-

red on them,or even if every one of the women objected,it would still‘be
undemocratic for men to govern women without the womén themselves having
eny psrt in their own government.

In 2 letter printed in sane of the newspapers of this gtatezlgst waek,
Mrs Stopher 3.Fitzgersld puts forward this fulse coucep lion 01 Gemnos ruoy
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dhe writes of "thrustins the oellot upon women when they do not want it™.
"It would certeinly”,sh writes,"not be democrstic,since 1n a deuwoerecy
the majority shouid rule,emi the majority of wouen be lieve they can serve
the state best outside rolitics.” There are two utterly preposterous ss~
gumptions ir this one sentence. The firet is thet drs PiveGereld csan spezk
for the e jorlity cf the women~~thut e ani she &lone knows what the wms jord
ty o1 women are foeiing ard tninking. The second apd wmore importasnt is
thet a mejority in favor of © mevsure necesporily mekes thet messure de-
noc retic.

in the aays of decczdence of the “omen Zmpire we arxe told thet the Laper-
ors kent the reovle contented by distributing free food end providing
free mmusement for the pornlzce by mears of chircuwes end glsdiatorisl fight
with oceesionelly the martyrdon of sorme Christisns a8 s chténge. These
mespures wore highly povuler,and if the reople hud boen oflered their
choiae of this euszy #nd plewsurehle exigtence pnd & strenuous life of
gelf-suryort with selfl government snd responsivliity,it i8 highly probeble
the ¥t the vest majorfty wonid n&ve preferred to keep thivgs ve they were.
Would the 1ife of the impire ther be democrutic,end the 1ife of & selif-
suprorti nz énd responsible repnblic be undemocretie beetuse the me jority
rreferred plessure to duty?

"here im nothirng more undemoeratie then & referendum of the e le voters
on the cuestt on of wormen suffrese, Here pe heve & cunestion zffectling a
crest body of reorle. ot a single momber of thet grecst hody iz glven
2 voice in 1ts settlernent. On the controery the settlerent is given into
thexw hsnds of enother quite diffarent body of peorle who are gsked to set-
tle 1%t recording to thel r owvn 1dess snd not eccording to the 1dear of the
peopile corcerned. 8o Per ss Mra Fitzfersld wes concerned with the taking

of & referondum on womtn suffrage,she wes right 4n c¢:11ling 1t nndemcceratie,
ut {bet waz not the vim ¢f kher lettser. Her letter wan oppossd to women
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suaffrage altogether,snd hsr objeotion to suffrugists for their opposition
to 2 vote to be teken anong the waonen thensclves wes only inciderniml.

It iy gulte trus thet under preasent eircumstunces women alweys opposs
gehemes for teking @ strow vole of the waren on womun sulfrsge. Thoy op-
poaa it Legasuss such ¢ voto would bhew no validlity--ii would be rerely
Playiag with the guestion. 3uch & vole would also imply thst the women
were m:pable oF seitliag ouc grect queatlion of government for therselves;
snd 17 one guestdion why not more: Jomazn suffrige is not & guestion to
bo settlod by temporury mejoritien. It is more primal snd more perusnent
then thast. It 12 & question of the vory Poundution ol govermwenite,snd tho
véry neture of women. If our government ig to be a doemocracy 1t cain only
be so.whan all the peorle sre willing %o berr the rasponsibility of tuking
prt in thely governzent. Until-people are willing the demoaorscy will
continue ¢0 he o fuilwre or st best but & limping ZusGoas.

If there zre muvy women unwilling ¢ tuke thelr proper simxe of this
respons! bidity 1t is certuinly much % be rsgretted. »sut the proper way
to trez{ suoh delinguents from democrucy is 1o gtinulste their patriotism
end to meke them sce thet to take purt in their government 1s the first
duty of every citizen. Only by such putriotism ani such recognition of
duty can deamocraoy ever become & full success. Some peopld will say that
this is true a8 concerns men,but thet 1t ceszaes fo be true in regend to
women. These sro the peorle who sre not sure that woren are humean beings
The would shut women out from teing people. Thay wonld say thet,like ahil- .
dren,women must alweys be werds of the n:tion--not reaslly grown up,nor res-
Ponaible fully for their own mctions and in no way responsibdle for their
n:tion's conduct.

Yomen Suffruge is settled 4in prineipls snd Jjustioe when two simple cues-

tiong are unswered in the affirmatiwes and there &re few people who nowadays

ozn tnewer these quentions In svEX eary other way. These quentlionn are
"Are Women People " zmd"is ours & democrucy:”



