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SURPHAGT RUUs AND ROTUS,
By ‘nnie G.>orritt.
The most inportant suffrege w ws this week comes from Commdie. hout :of
the nine provinoes of Cenude haw granted votes to women. The provinces
in each oase huve grantel the vote freely »nd generoudly--giving 1l thst

the province oould give. How miich this "sll'cwss has been & matter of oon-

f troverays In some of tho provinces the provincisl legislature hes complete

aontrol over the matter of the frenchise. In 211 the provinces &t the pre-
sent time the provigoisl eclectorsl lists ere scoepted as the besis of the
Sominion elsctione. But in Ssslkutchewan gnd Alberta the oomstitutions
grented by the Dominion Perliusment in 1906 were not sc: liberz1l or inclusive
a8 the comstitut -ns of the provinces which volnnt»;arily;ome into Confeders
tion,nor sz the oonstitution of Menitobs whéoh was cre:.ted into = yrovince
in 1870; ¢ni 1t 48 now cle:imed thet the women heve ¢ right to vote for
member: of the Dominion Perlisment in Ontsrio,British Columbic dew-Biuang-
whek ond ssnSthbs, but not in Ssskatchewsnm snd Alberta.

To clesr up the d1fficulty s resolution wee introduced into the Dominion
Perlizument lust yosr by dr IFupsley,sn ex-ldnister,ond u Libersl,extending
the Doninion franchise to £11 women enfrendhised by their own Frovinceas.
This resolutisn wes not satisfuctory snd the Government refused to support
1t. The me ttor hed no imedizte public impartence for no election of Par-
liemont was expected to tszke ,laoe' laet yesr,:nd the -uwestion was poatponed

16 the present nession.

_ lsat week & new and much more swesping resolution wes introdunced in the
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engage the sttent!on o” the governmment &t the present session.” in the de-
bete thut followed 1t wes pointed out thet mnch eonfusion would ensue 1if
there were sn electi on under present cirocumstences. If the wermen voted
in Ontario,sritish Columbis sm Hanitobe,it would certiinly be the case
thst some opponents would ohsllenge their right to do so,snd 1¢f tgey were
prevented from voting, the women would challenge the resalt of =n election
from whioh they would olsim thut they h:d been wrongfully exoluded. The
result would be that the elections would remsin in doubt.

The ivholc ground of the present oondition of the franchise was gone over
It wee pointed out thet rFerlisment hud the supreme oontrol over dominion
elections,but that so fer perlisment hud been content soocept the voters'
liete of the provinces. fThe olause of the Dominion Zlemtions Law eatablish-
ing the provinofal lists as the lists for Dominion eleotions is sa followa;
"The gjmlificutions necessary to entitle any person to vote at a Dominion
election in any province shall,except as hereinm otherwise rrovided, be those
established by the luws of thut province as nogesssry to éntlitle smch
person to vote in the ssme psrt of theprovince st & rrovinelal eleotiony

The excep tion noted bare occurs in s lster section which resds: In the
Frovinces of Saskatchewan snd 41berts,..avery male person shsell be quali-
fied to vote.” This limitaetion to "muale persoms” in these two Provinces is
emphasized in the oxth whioh m:y be sdministered to ey elector. Thie
outh begins: ~-"You do swesr thet you sre of the male sex and & British
subjeot”. Of course it ia evident thet no women could tike thet oath, und
the exclusion of women from the Dominiorn frunchise in these two praigie
provinoes i1s hardly wueationed.

Bhe gonersl feeling in perlizmont wes thzt 1t was time B r per e mont
to deoide for s11 the women of Cunvds whother or not they should be sllowed

to vote. It would be possible,no doubt,for parlisment to exclude women
from Dominton elections even im those provinoces where they clready heve
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the vote. ';he suthority of parlizment in Ce suds 19 surreme,smd there 1s no
doubt whatever of 1ts rower to prescribe the frzmnchise for Dominion election
But there was no evidemso of any desire to do this. The representstives
from the provinces in which women vote are in & nmrfority in Psrliecment,end
they nre urging the governmemt to &ot in fzvor of the wamen. The more like-
ly step will be thet women will be sdmitted to the Dominion franchine 21l
over the Donminion,even in those provinces whioh hive not granted the provim-
ol sl frenchise.

In sny osse 31r Hobert Borden, the I'remier,has pledged himself thet the
guestion of the suffruge for women shsll be oonsidered ¢nd deoided bdeore
there is mnother perlizmentsry election. It osn be deéémisd only in one
of two waye--either by making clesxr that the sdmission to the provineizl
frenchise shall osrry in every ocse admisgion to the Dominion frunchige;
or by removing the sex quuliffoation entirely eo fer es elections to the
Dominion Psrliusment sre conocerned.

Two points are clesred up by this debate in the House o f Commons at 0t-
towa:--the first is that ¢ lready the womea in tlree provinoes have the
rightx to vote in Dominion &8 well es in Provinocisl elections; snd the
seocond that no parlismentiry election will be held in Cunade until the po-
sition of the women voter has been clecrly defined,end thet this defini-
tion will certainly extend the dominion franchise to the wamen of ilberts
s«nd Seskutchewan,:nd will robsbly extend 1t z1so to the atill unenfraunohisd
women of Juebesc &nd the Heritime Frovinces.

Sir ¥11frid lesurier,who from 1898 to 1911 wes Premier of the Dominion unmd
who is now the lesder of the Jibercl Opposition,h:s maver been counted
emong the friends of worw:n guffroge. Beverthelens in the dobé-.te he took
the position that Parlisment ought to dmke olear thut the women who were

enfrznchised by their provinmoiel legislstures eanjoyed & 1s0 the Dominion
frenchise. "The pesce,order amd good govemment of Cennds“,he said,"require
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that we should melke 1t clear that in all the prov{noes which have given the

franchise to women in respect of provineisl elections, the frsnohise should
for Dominion

be given to women imxxmgpmxkxmf elections as well." This statement from

their leader makes it certein thut there will be no opposition from the

Iiberels when the Gowernment brings in its measure for securing the fran-

chise rights of the women. With regard to further extension of the franchis

Sir 11frid Lsurier was less liberal,put in this he does not spesk for

all his followers,mény of whom are pronounced suffrugists.

"I do not care for instance,continued Sir Wilfrid,"to give the franchise
to the women of my own province (quebes). I belong to & gellent rsce,which
I think,slways tekes a fuor view in metters pertaining to the female sex,
but I do not want to give the franchise to the women of my own province,
becsuse they do not seem to desire 1it."

Sir Wilfrid has at once been tocken up by some of the wamen of his pro¥ince
He is esked how he knows that the wamen of wuebeo do not want the vote,and
e long list of women's associations of that Provimse,msry of them Catholic
gssoclation 18 quoted to show that women have gons on record &s favoring
votes for women,even in “uebee., It is 2ls0 pointed out that women,especicl-
ly the French-speaking Catholic wouen of juebeo,sare to a large extent inm-
articuls te,but that this lack of spesch does not mecessarily imply ocontent
with their condiition. "When Balatm's ass found her tongue",continues the
protest as printed in the liontrezl Gazette,"the first thing she did with
it was to complein of injustice and tyranny. It must not be fargotten
thet few women are free agents,thet in most ceses they are bound henmd and
foot by tradition &pnd convention,and that their eeonomic dependende makes
8 large number of them reluctant to express themselces in opposition to
their so-called lords snd mssters.”

Eerly next month--on June 2nd--will sppeer the first number of the new

women's paper--"The Woman Citizen". Three papers are being merged to form
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the mew journul--The §omen's Jourmsl of Boaton,the Womsen Voter of Hew York
snd the Rotionul Suffroge Hews--the orgsn of the Eationsl fmericen Women
Suffrsge smsociction. The publication of the new paper 1s deing underta-
ken by the Leslie YWoman 3uffrige Commission, Inc.,& faot whioh ensures thet
every subsoriber will get much more than her money's worth when she receives
the peper.

iiss Alice Stome Blickwell,who hus 80 long conducted the Woman's Jourm»l
snd whose editorials are welocomed by tens of thousands of recders every
week,becemes s contributing editor of the Woman Citizen,which will contain
every week mome. of the invelusble peragrephs of fect &nd comment whioh lisgs
Bleckwell knows 20 well how to wrdte. There will be news of present soti-
vities from all the stutes und there will bDe e wealth of matter which will
sid every suffrigist to understamd better the srguments for suffrage and
the duties of women ss citisenms.

The ¥oman Citizen 13 cdoptéldz for i{ts motto the words of “resident Wil-
son in hie war message "bo Congress:--"% shall fight for the things whioh we
haw alwmys ocsrried nesrest out hearts--for demoorsoy, for the right of
those who submit to authority to heve s voioce in their own govermenx o."
Thie motto defines she aims of suffri:gicots as exsotly ss 1f President #il-
son hed hsd them rprimerily in mind. It elsoc upsets completely the felse
premigses of those intis who olaim thet to give womon the basllot would de
ondemooritic,.beceuvee & supposed mejority of the women do not want 1t. It
ssys nothing sbout whether peorle went & voice in their own governkent or
not. Demoorscy mesns thaot they hew 8 right to suoch a voice,and if s ms jori

ty of other reopls want to exclude them from their right,it only argues
thst thet mo Jority is undemoorstio and is soting totally beyond the rights
of democraoy. It is no purt of demoorsay to shut other people out from

their rights. If ¢ mo Jjority of mem vote sgeinst giving votes to women, thut
majority votes in favor of tyramy over a subject sex.



