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The Owner Wi
‘Dumpster Dive’ So

You Can Shop Retro

race Napoleon loves old things with
style. Just peek at the window displays
for Best of Times, the eclectic antiques
shop she opened in Danbury in May
1998. On a visit in March, we spotted an
Eames chair covered in orange vinyl; a hand-hooked
rug with 1960’s psychedelic flowers; a Corning
creamer and sugar bowl set in 1970’s orange plastic,
still in its original box, and a portable hairdryer, never
used, in its original vinyl zippered carrying case with
blue and green flowers. And don’t forget the “flower
power” flowers, still in their cellophane wrappers,
which someone may have bought, but never got

around to sticking on an early Volkswagen Beetle.
“You should have seen what I sold yesterday. It was
the ugliest and most wonderful thing in the world,”
Ms. Napoleon said, going on to describe what was
apparently a zodiac-theme wall plaque in red and
gold. “It made somebody so happy. It was huge,” she
said, making her way carefully through the vintage
merchandise crammed

into her tiny store.
s When asked how
We have naked-  ghe had acquired such

lady glasses. a varied collection,

’ she said: “People come
They're very in and sell me stuff. I

tasteful : They g0 to tag sales and flea
have underwear anrkets, Dumpster-
5 i o ive.”

on inside.’ Once, while travel-
ing in Rhode Island,
Grace Napoleon, she took a wrong turn
Best of Times and found a flea mar-
ket. “It was wonder-

ful,” she recalled.

Actually, her shop features the wares of six differ-
ent dealers, but Ms. Napoleon is the owner and is
there most of the time. When she is not, she can usu-
ally be found two doors away at Coffee, Please, a cof-
fee shop on Main Street that she also owns.

A graduate of the School of Visual Arts in New
York, she had been working as an artist and came up
with the idea to open an antiques store only following
her divorce. Her father, Frank Napoleon, was a car-
toonist who worked on “Popeye” and “Felix the Cat,”
and her mother was an artist who worked in pen and
ink and collage. So art and design have always fea-
tured prominently in her life.

“I’ve always been a collector,” Ms. Napoleon, 43,
said, “and the rent was decent,” she added of the
space her shop occupies on Main Street.

“What attracts me to stuff is it has to have style and
be fun,” she said, smiling as she held up an old toy
clown, shaped like a fat bowling pin.

A better example is the Eames chair placed promi-
nently in the front window, next to two Saarinen
chairs. “We’ve sold from the top of the line to noth-
ing,” she said.

“We have wacky stuff,” she continued, moving
toward a corner of the store. “We have naked-lady
glasses. They’re very tasteful. They have underwear
on inside.”

Some 1950’s crib toys, in pink, blue and yellow
plastic, were hung from a nearby shelf. She noted a Top left, ceramic dolls at Best of Times in Danbury. Top right, a toy
collection of pillows made of silk neckties from the clown shares space with other items. Above, vintage tie clips.
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Fine
Reproductions of
Early Lighting Fixtures
Late 17th to Late 19th Century
o Chandeliers: Wood tumed and Metal
o Wall sconces: Mirrorand Metal reflector
o Lamps and lanterns: For all applications

o Period finishes: Natural and Historic color
e Alteration, repair and custom work
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(lassic Lighting Devices
12 Summit Street, East Hampton, CT. 06424
(860) 267-8814 Write or call for a brochure

Visit our website at www.classiclightingdevices.com

Visit our worlzslmp and see the fu” line Jisplays

Anglo-American Antiques

Manufacturers of genuinely hand-made fine quality reproduction
furniture in cherry, pine & mahogany

Owner Grace Napoleon in her Danbury shop.

Lo . Featuring in-house design and manufacture of
same era, and identified, hidden beneath a dozen other e Country Dining Tables & Chairs ® Pedestal Desks ® Hutches ®

items, a classic chrome dining table, with a sunshine
yellow Formica top.
“We cannot keep them in the store. I’ve sold prob-

® Writing Tables ® Armoires ® Coffee Tables ® Chests of Drawers ®

ably 24 sets,” Ms. Napoleon said of the chrome din- Fine Art & Consignment Pieces ® Restoration Services

ing tables, which she usually has with four matching ]

chairs. “If it goes in the window, it’s gone. I've got a Visit Michael & Barbara Franks ® Mon-Sat 10am-5pm ® Sun 12pm - 5pm
waiting list of people for them. It’s fun, and we've 115 Old Kings Highway North, Darien, CT 06820 (corner of Post Road)
sold some totally wacky ones. Ridiculous.” Tel: (203) 656-1542 * www.angloamericanantiques.com

Some items, such as the Murano glass pieces and
old Fiesta Ware she had in stock, are true collectibles.
But even if trend-setters like Martha Stewart declare an
item valuable, that should not affect the prices, Ms.
Napoleon said. “People are always asking how much
something is worth. It’s worth whatever someone is
willing to pay for it,” she said.

“We try to keep our prices reasonable. We know
we’re not Ridgefield and we don’t try to be,” she said.
“If we get something for a deal, so do you.”

One collector from Bethel, where Ms. Napoleon

 colle . Art Gallery
also lives with her daughter, Siena, bought what she

; \ Plumtrees Plaza ¢ 61 Newtown Rd. ¢ (Exit 8 Off 1-84)
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would say it’s hideous,” - <5
the collector, who . £ { l\\‘“ Mon-Fri. IDAM-OPM e Sat. 10AM-6PM e Sun. I2PM-5PM
asked to remain anony- We know we’re Decorator Services

mous, said of the Vi yot Ridgefield and e All Types of Framing, Including

tage lamp, which cost > ; .
almost $100. “I think we don’t try e Experienced in-house frames Needlepoint and Archival
e All Work Guaranteed

it’s cool.” : to be.’ e Fabricators of unique designs
Customers _typically e Professional, Quality Framing

Don’t Trust Just Anyone to Frame Your Treasures!

PERSONALIZED, NOT FRANCHISED
21 Years at this Location

Artweonts Iane.

come from surround- Grace Napoleon e ® |00% Gift Guarantee Exchange
ing towns such as Beth- P e We Frame Invitations, Bouquets, 3 8
el or New Milford, and : Veils and Diplomas

even from as far as <

Kent and Westport. Last year, she said, she counted : 15(y0

customers from 29 states and 13 countries.

“Danbury is quite a center,” Ms. Napoleon said. “I
think Main Street is a wonderful place to be. There is
an eclectic mix here of creative people.” i

“We do a lot with vintage clothing,” she said, point-
ing out items that range from the 1920’s on. “We have
people who buy it for themselves, people who come
for theater.”

Some items are not exactly chic, like the 1980’s i '
zebra-pattern blazer with big shoulder pads from Lo e Unique Sculptures & Al
Bloomingdale’s. “But it’s cool,” Ms. Napoleon said. .

A faux-fur coat in leopard print had arrived the pre- Exclusive Dealer Of

y Custom Framing
In By 4/25/00

——— i 2 : Selected €
vious week, and she seemed pleased with a set of Specicl Nemomabilicr rannes WYSOCkl, Redlin, Originals g

Continued on Page Twenty-Six Jeremenko & Kinkade
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CHESTNUT

)

W®DWRKING

G ANTIQUE %

FLGDRING CO.

BOB FRIEDMAN - West Corawall, CT 06796 - Ph 860/ 672-4300 - Fax 860/ 672-2441

ANTIQUE WIDE BOARD FLOORING
and Remilled Tongue & Grooved Flooring

IN BEAUTIFUL RARE CHESTNUT
& Oak, White Pine, Heart Pine, Hemlock -

FURNITURE Reproductions - Harvest Tables

www.chestnutwoodworking.com

TIME AFTER TIME
Antique Pool Tables

In business internationally for 25 years.

Sales & Service « 743-2801

« Buying & Selling

BEST OF TIMES IN DANBURY

Continued from Page Twenty-Three
molded plastic chairs, a stack in five different colors,
priced at $65. “The buy of a lifetime,” she joked.

From somewhere else, Ms. Napoleon pulled a
bright orange and blue vinyl pocketbook, in the
shape of a fish. “They’re not selling this in the
antiques shops in Bethel. They’re not selling it in
Ridgefield. We’re the people who are a little crazy,”
she joked.

“This is the rubber chicken,” she said, pointing
out another item. “He’s not for sale. It’s the mas-
cot.”

“I’m selling you back your childhood is what I'm
doing,” she said.

She said she had included a turquoise adding
machine in her window display, “simply because it’s
turquoise,” and noted that an old-fashioned bicycle
from the mid-1960’s had a working light on the
front.

Set on a table nearby was a Polaroid Swinger cam-

era for $20. “I remember the commercial. It was
called a Swinger because the girl was wearing hot
pants and walking down the beach, swinging,” Ms.
Napoleon said, pretending to swing the camera from
her hand.

She has collected annual volumes of the Book of
Knowledge and World Book encyclopedias, which
are popular birthday gifts. Asked about her collection
of hat boxes, she noted, “This is Hat City.”

“We sell a lot of [vintage] suitcases, too,” she
said.

A modest side table came from a “no-tell motel”
that has since closed, she explained, and ceramic
poodles were lined up in every color, just because.

“It’s the original carpet bag, made out of carpet,”
she announced, holding up another unusual find.
“It’s got to make you laugh,” she added.

Best of Times is open from noon to 5 p.m. every
day except Sunday and Monday. Evening hours are
extended to 6 p.m. “as the weather gets better.”®

@Chesmut Specialists Inc.

Wideboard, Plank Antique Flooring Remilled From Reclaimed Antique Lumber

H.L. Bénnett Jr.

FOR SALE

SCREENED TOPSOIL

il 19th C. barnwood.”

¢ Traditional hand
craftsmanship

¢ Hand-rubbed wax finish for

a mellow satin patina

dated & numbered
by joiner

; l9th CENTURY BARNWOOD IS MY BUSINESS”

Joe Rizzo, Proprietor —
Councr) Road Assoc. LTD.

“We’re the only makers of 19th
Century style furniture to use

| Shown here: FARM TABLE. Farm tables
| bring to mind families enjoying a bounty
f good eating. That's why we have
dapted it for contemporary living or
traditional settings. This simple, yet
uniquely beautiful dining table is 72"L

| 36”W x 30”H, and comfortably seats 8.

* Each piece individually signed,

* Send $3 for our color brochure

Open Tues.-Sat. 10am-4pm, Sun. & Mon. by appointment

“T sell barnwood very reasonably.
Call me for a price quote.’
* FLOORING in rare chestnut, wide-board pine,
oak, heart pine and more.

¢ All wood in natural state, with trimmed ends
(can be thickness planed and tongue & grooved).

* Random width from 3” to 20”

* Barnsiding in different natural colors, faded
red, silver gray and brown.

* Large quantities available.

AND
NATIVE FIELDSTONE

203-264-5645

COUNTRY ROAD ASSOCIATES, LTD.,
P.O. Box 885, Millbrook, NY 12545 * 914-677-6041
www.countryroadassociates.com Fax 914-677-6532

* Delivery throughout the USA.

* HAND-HEWN BEAMS up to 13” wide,
random lengths.

The Warehouse is a treasure trove of American Vintage Furniture!
Specializing in furniture manufactured in America between 1880 and 1950,

the Warehouse has carved a
very special niche in Fairfield
County. With 22,000 square feet
devoted to selling and refinishing
furniture, this wonderful find has
something for everyone. Many
couples from New York, New
Jersey, Connecticut and Long
Island consider the Warehouse
to be their own special source for
great values on heirloom quality
furniture.

One walks into a warm greeting
and orientation. Because of the
vast inventory, there is usually a
large selection of everything. And,
if you are in the market for dining
room or bedroom furniture, you

will find an especially large variety of pieces and styles to choose from.
There is a wonderful range of furniture styles represented at the

WE HAVE MOVED JUST AROUND THE CORNER TO 63 FRONT STREET, MILLBROOK, N.Y.

Warehouse. In addition to a comprehensive selection of traditional

mahogany furniture with absolute classic styling, there is also wonderful
golden oak, and a few Victorian walnut and Art Deco pieces for fun.

Shopping here is really something special.

An essential part of your visit is a stop at the busy refinishing Annex which
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Where is “\garmznouss ?

Located at 425 Fairfield Avenue in Stamford, just a few minutes from Exit 6 off 195.
Heading north right on Harvard Avenue or heading south, left on West Avenue.
Then left on Selleck Street, four blocks & over RR bridge, immediate right onto
Fairfield Avenue. Half block watch carefully for signs in driveway on right.
Questions? Call 203-975-7177. Open Thursday thru Monday 10 - 5, Sunday 11-5.

is open to the public 5 days a week (closed Tuesday & Wednesday). A staff
of 10 skilled craftsmen is always hard at work refinishing furniture for sale.

Bernie Kuhn, owner, has taken
great care to assure that only clas-
sic refinishing processes are
used- that means no dipping fur-
niture in harsh chemicals to strip
it, nor is there any spraying on of
finishes.

At the Warehouse, furniture is
finished the old-fashioned way-
by hand and with plenty of TLC.
The average amount of time spent
buffing a table top is 8 hours— and
that's just the final step!

The Warehouse is a must for “
anyone furnishing a home, refin-
ishing antiques, or just interested
in great old stuff.




