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OFFICERS. 

PASTOR. REV. HENRY CLARKE. 

CLERK, ED\V ARD E. BRADLEY. 

TREASURER, GEORGE A. SLADE. 

DEACONS. 

FREDERICK D. CHESEBROUGH. 

ERASTUS D. S~1ITH. 

ALBERT L. GATES. 

ALLEN C. SLADE. 

ROBERT GALE. 

-

CHURCH COMMITTEE . 

ERASTUS D. Sl\1ITH. 

HORACE N. PENDLETON. 

• GEORGE A. SLADE . 

SUPERINTENDENT OF SUNDAY SCHOOL, 

ERASTUS D. SifITH. 
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SERVICES. 

SUNDAY. 

10.30 A. ~1. Preaching. Commu11ion the last Sunday 

of each mo11th . 
• 

12 11. Sunday School. 

6.30 P. I\1. IYieeting of Y. P. S. C. E. 

7 .30 P. M. Preachi11g. 

\VEDNESDAY. 

7 .30 P. ir. Pra) 1 er and Conference Nleeting. 

S.1.~ TU RDA Y. • 

7 .30 P. i\I. Prayer and Conference l\Ieeting. Covenant 

meeting on the e,rening before communion. 
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ACT OF INCORPORATION. 
(ADOPTED B\. THE CHl'RCH l\1.-\ \' 27, 1889.) 

Joz·1zt Resolution No. I85, incorporating the First Baptist 

Church of Stonington Borough, Connecticztt. 

STATE OF Co:NNECTICUT, GENERAL AssE~IBL\·.) 
January Session, A. D. 1889. f 

Resolv~d bJ' this Assembly:-

SECTION FIRST. That the present members of the 
First Baptist Church of Stonington Borough, and all 
others who shall hereafter become members, be, and 
they are hereby constituted and created a body politic 
and corporate by the name of the First Baptist Church 
of Stonington Borough, and by said name they and their 
successors shall be known and called, and shall have per-
petual succession with po,ver to sue and be sued, to plead 
and be impleaded, in all suits ,vhatever, either at law or 
in equity, and to purchase, recei,,.e, hold, use, mortgage 
and conve 1r any and all estate both real and personal, 
not exceeding in value the sum of fifty thousand dollars 
($50,000) at any one time, and shall have, possess and 
enjoy all the rights, powers and privileges, and be sub­
ject to all the duties and obligations, possessed by and 
enjoined upon ecclesiastical societies by the laws of this 
State. 

SECTION SECOND. The present officers of said asso­
ciation shall perform their respective duties as officers of 
said corporation until said corporation shall elect such 
officers as in its judgment may be necessary, not incon­
sistent with the laws of this State, or of the G nited 

• 

I 

.... 



• 

• 

6 ARTICLES OF !~CORPORATION. 

States, ,vhich election shall be held ,vi thin sixty ( 60) 
days from the time this act 1s accepted by the members 
of said church. 

SECTIOX THIRD. This reso:ution shall not take effect 
unless accepted by a majority vote of the members of 
said church present at a meeting duly warned and held 
for that purpose before the first day of June 1889, and it 
shall be the duty of the clerk of said church to cause a 
certified copy of the vote of acceptance to be lodged for 
record in the office of the Secretary of this State . 

• 
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RULES OF GOVERNl\1\ENT. 
(_.\.DQPTED 1\1.--\RCH 28, 1892.) 

• 

N Al\IE. 

This organization shall be known as the First Baptist 
Church of Stonington Borough, Conn. 

GO \.ER K11EN T. 

The church recognizes, as its sole authority on points 
of Doctrine, the Holy Scriptures. 

In Government it is subordinate to no other organiza­
tion. It is independent of all except the laws of Christ, 
as taught in the ,v ord. Yet it will be guided in matters 
of importance by the accepted usages of the Baptist 
denomination, and will extend to and receive from 
churches of the same faith and order such council and • 
assistance as shall be in accord with Christian love and 
f ello,vship. 

ME11BERSHIP. 

SECTION 1. Applicants for membership may be 
received, by vote of this church on (a) a letter of dismis­
sion from any other church of like faith and order; (b) 
immersion; (c) relation of Christian experience. Appli­
cation for admission may be made at any stated meeting 
of the church, after compliance ,vith the specified con­
ditions. 

SEC. 2. Applicant r admission by immersion shall 
first present themselves t'"' he Advisory Committee, and, 
if approved, shall be by this Committee recommended to 
the church. They shall then make public profession of 
their faith to the church. 

t 
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8 RULES OF GOVERNJ\IENT. 

SEC. 3. Applicants for admission by the relation of 
Christian experience shall likewise present th ems elves 
before the Advisory Committee. They shall give satis­
factory evidence of their con version and immersion, and 
if recommended by the Committee, shall give public 
evidence to the church of the same facts. 

DIS:\IISSION. 

SEC. 1. A letter of dismission may be granted b)r 
, 1ote of the church to any member in good standing 
,vishing to unite with another church of like faith and 
order. The person to whom the letter is granted shall 
be considered a member of this church until official 
notice is received of reception into the church to ,,rhose 
f ello'\\rshi p the person is recommended. 

SEC. 2. General letters of dismission shall not be 
granted. The applicant must specify the church into 
,vhcse membership entrance is sought. 

SEC. 3. No letter of dismission shall be considered 
valid for a longer period than six months. 

Sec. 4. Any person desiring to unite, on account of 
change of views, with a church of different faith and 
order, may be furnished, at the option of the church, 

. with a certificate of Christian character. The person 
receiving this letter shall be entered in the list of dis­
missed members, ,vith proper explanation. Such certifi­
cates shall, in no case, be considered as letters of dismis­
sion to the fellowship of churches of other denominations. 

DISCIPLINE. 

SEC. 1. No charge against any member shall be pre­
sented to the church ,vith a view to discipline, until it 
has first been presented to the Advisory Committee. 

SEC. 2. '''hen such a charge has been lodged ,vith 
the Committee, the Committee shall at once proceed to 
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investigate it. If the charge is found to be groundless, 
or if the cause of offence is remo\ 1 ed, no report shall be 
made to the church. 

SEC. 3. In every case where such a charge is made 
the Committee shall, v.1hen possible, invite the accused 
to meet them and answer to the charge. Refusal to 
accept this invitation, ,vhen possible to accept, shall be 
considered just cause for reporting the case for the 
action of the church. 

SEC. 4. The Advisory Committee may make such 
recommendations to the church in matters of discipline 
as they may deem wise, may appoint a committee from 
their own number to confer with the delinquent member, 
or may take any other preparatory action considered by 
them advisable. . 

SEC. 5. Excluded members may be restored to fel­
lowship upon confession of their errors, and by giving 
satisfactory evidence of repentance. 

OFFICERS AND COI\I.:\1ITTEES. 

SEc. 1. The officers and committees of this church 
shall consist of a Pastor, five Deacons, a Clerk, a Treas­
urer, a Church Committee of three members, and an 
~\dvisory Committee. 

SEC. 2. The Pastor shall preach the gospel, adminis­
ter the ordinances, exercise a general watchcare over 
the church, and preside at all stated and business meet­
ings of the church at which he is present. 

SEc. 3. The Deacons shall assist in the administra­
tion of the· ordinances, shall take charge of the Poor 
Fund, and shall, as much as lies in their power, assist 
the Pastor in his work. A report of all money received 
and disbursed in connection with the Poor Fund shall be 
made at the annual meeting. 

• 
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SEc. 4. The Clerk shall have charge of all records, 
shall keep a record of the action of the church, also a 
record of the membership, and shall ,vrite all church let­
ters. He shall call any business meeting to order, in the 
absence of the Pastor. He shall also produce the records 
of the church for examination, when requested to do so by 
any set of church officers, or by ten of the n1embers. 

SEC. 5. The Treasurer shall receive the funds of 
the church, shall deposit them only in the name of the 
church, and shall d:sburse them only upon order from 
the Church Committee. He shall present an itemized 
report for the preceding year at the annual business 
meeting of the church. Upon a written request from 
the Church Committee he shall give a statement of the 
financial condition of the church, at any properly called 
special n1eeting. . 

SEC. 6. The Church Committee shall have charge of 
all church property, shall control the church finances. 
and shall, in general, be the administrators of the tem­
poral interests of the church. They shall present at the 
annual meeting an itemized report of expenditure during 
the year, and of other business transacted in the interest 
of the church. 

SEC. 7. The Advisory Committee shall consist of the 
Pastor, Deacons, and one other member ,vho shall be 
elected by ballot at the annual meeting. It shall be their 

• 

duty to meet the specified candidates for church member-
ship, to take anticipatory action in cases of discipline, 
and to prepare other matters of business not pertaining 
to other officers or committees. 

-
ELECTIONS. 

SEC. 1. The Pastor shall be called b)1 at least a 
three-fourths vote of the members of the church present 
at any meeting regularly called for this purpose . 

• 
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R l7LES OF GO\~ERN:\IENT. II 

SEc. 2. Any vacancy in the Board of Deacons shall 
be filled at the first Covenant meeting, for which notice 
of one week can be given after the vacancy occurs. 
They shall hold office as long as they are members of 
the church, or until they resign. . 

SEC. 3. The Clerk, Treasurer, Church Committee, 
and one member of the Advisory Committee shall be 
elected at the regular annual meeting, and their term of 
office shall be from one annual meeting to another. In 
case of necessity, a Clerk, Treasurer, or members of the 
Church Committee may be elected to fill out an untx­
pired term at any special business meeting of the church. 

SEc. 4. All these electlons shall be by ballot. 

OTHER OFFICERS _.\.ND C01Il\iITTEES. 

1. A Chorister. It shall be his duty to direct the 
music for the public services of the church, and, in con­
nection with the 1\1 usical Committee, to have general 
charge of matters relating to church music. 

2. A Sexton, whose duty it shall be, under direction 
of the Church Committee, to keep in order the rooms for 
worship, attend to the heating and lighting, and to per­
form other services necessary to the care of the church 
property. 

3. A Musical Co11z11zittee of three, \vho shall, in con­
junction with the Chorister, attend to any business relat­
ing to the music of the church. They shall, however, 
dra,v no money from the church treasury, unless permis­
sion is granted by the church . 

4. A Baptis11i Com11zittee, con~isting of the Deacons 
and t,vo female members. It shall be their business to 
assist the pastor and candidates at baptism, and to care 
for the baptismal robes. 

5. These officers and committees shall be elected at 
the a11nual business meeting of the church. 



12 R"GLES OF G0\ 1 ER~i\fENT. 

B"C'SI~ESS ?\IEETINGS. 

SEC. r. The annual meeting shall be held on the nr~t 
1Ionday evening in April, for the choice of officers and 
committees, to hear the reports of the same, as heretofore 
specified, and to transact any other essential business. 

SEC. 2. Special meetings for the transaction of busi- · 
ness may be called at the option of the Church Committee, 
or by a ,vritten call signed by not less than ten·members. 
Such meetings shall require public notice of not less than 
five (5) days. 

SEC. 3. It shall be the privilege of every member of 
the church in good standing to vote on all questions at 
• issue. 

SEc. 4. Seven adult members shall constitute a 
quorum for the transaction of business, but a less num­
ber may adjourn. 

CALENDAR. 

SEC. 1. The church year shall begin with April first. 
SEC. 2. The sa.le of pews, assignment of sittings, or 

reception of pledges, if the seats are free, shall take place 
in the latter part of 1Iarch, at the .option of the Church 
Committee. 

RELIGIOUS SER , 1 ICES. 

The stated services of the church, subject to change 
from time to time if deemed advisable by the Pastor or 
church, shall be : 

( 1.) Preaching, or some public religious service, on 
each Sunday morning and evening. 

( 2.) Pra)"er meeting on one or more evenings of the 
,veek other than Sunday evening. 

(3.) Celebration of the Lord's Supper on one Sun­
day of each month. 

• 
• 
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RULES OF GO\"'ERNl\IENT. 

(4.) Covenant meeting of the church on the evening 
of the last church prayer meeting before the regular 
celebration of the Lord's Supper. 

ALTERATION. 

These Rules of Government may be altered or 
amended by a two-thirds vote of the members present 
at any business meeting, provided that notice has been 
given at a business meeting, held at least ten da1Ts be­
fore, of an intention to propose such alteration or 
amendment . 

• 



ARTICLES OF FAITH. 

I. THE SCRIPTURES. 

,v e believe the Holy Bible ,vas ,vritten by men divine­
ly inspired, and is a perfect treasure of heavenly instruc­
tion ;1 that it has God for its author, salvation for its end, 2 

and truth, without any mixture of error, for its matter; 3 

that it reveals the principles by ,vhich God ,vill judge 
us ;4 and the ref ore is, and shall remain to the end of the 
world, the true center of Christian union, 5 and the su­
preme standard by which all human conduct, creeds and 
opinions should be tried. 6 

1 II Tim. iii., 16, 17; II Peter 1., 21; II Sam. xxiii., 2; Acts i., 
16; iii., 21; John x., 35; Luke xvi., 29-31; Ps. cxix., 111; Romans 
••• 
111., I, 2. 

2 II Tim. iii., 15; I Pett:r i., 10-12; Acts xi., 14; Romans i., 16; 
1\Iark xvi., 16; John v., 34-39. 

3 Prov. xxx., 5, 6; Jobnxvii., 17; Rev. xxii., 18, 19; Rom. iii., 4. 
4 Romans ii., 12; John xii., 47, 48; I Cor. iv., 3, --l-; Luke x., 

10-16; xii., 47-48. 
5 Phil. iii., 16 ; Ephes. iv., 3-6 ; Phil. ii., I, 2 ; I Cor. i., 10 ; 

I Peter i,r., II. 
6 I John iv., I; Isa. v .. ii., 20; I Thes. v., 21; II Cor. xiii., 5; 

Acts xvii., 11; I John iv., 6: Jude, 3d ,~erse; Eph. " .. i., 17: Ps. cxix. 
59, 60; Phil. i., 9-I I. 

· II. THE TRUE GOD. 

That there is one, and only one, true and living God, 
,vhose name is JEHOVAH, the Maker and Supreme Ruler 
of heaven and earth ;1 inexpressibly glorious in holiness;~ 
worthy of all possible honor, confidence and love ;3 re­
\tealed under the personal and relative distinctions of the 
Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit; 4 equal in every di­
vine perfection, 5 and executing distinct but harmonious 
offices in the great work of redemption. 6 

.. 

• 
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1 Psalm lxxxiii., 18; Heb. iii., 4; Rom. i., 20; Jer. x., 10. 
2 Exod. xv., 11; Isa. vi., 3; I Peter i., 15, 16; Rev. i,·., 6-8. 
3 Mark xii., 30; Rev. i,-., 11; J\Iatt. x., 37; Jer. ii., 12, 13. 
4 ~1att. xx,;ii., 19; John xv., 26; ICor. xii., 4-6; IJohnv., j. 
5 John x., 30; v., 17; xiv., 23; Acts v., 3, 4; I Cor. iii., ro, 11. 
6 Eph. ii., 18; II Cor. ii., 14; Rev. i., 4, 5. 

III. THE FALL OF 11AN. 

That man was created in a state of holiness, under the 
law of his maker; 1 but by voluntar>:-transgression fell from 
that holy and happy state; 2 in consequence of which all 
mankind are no,,r sinners, 3 not by constraint but choice, 4 

being by nature utterly void of that holiness required by 
the law of God, ,vholly given to the gratification of the 
world, of Satan, and of their own sinful passions, and 
therefore under just condemnation to eternal ruin, 5 

without defence or excuse. 6 

1 Gen. i., 27, 31; :t~ccl. ,·ii., 29; Acts x,·ii., ~o; Gen. ii., 16. 
2 G ... 6 R en. 111., -24; om. v., 12. • 
3 Rom. v·., 19; John iii., 6; Ps. Ii., 5; Rom. v., 15-19; ,·iii., 7. 
4 Isa. liii., 6; Gen. vi., 12; Rom. iii., 9-18. 
5 Eph. ii., I-3; Rom. i., 18, 32; Gal. iii., IO; o1att, xx,·., 41; 

. Rev. xx. , 1 5. 
6 Ezek. x,·iii., 19, 20; Rom. i., 20; iii., 19; Gal. iii., 22. 

IV. THE \VAY OF SALv"ATIO~. 

That the salvation of sinners is wholly of grace; 1 

through the Mediatorial Offices of the Son of God, 2 ,~lho 
took upon him our nature, yet ,vi thou t sin ;3 honored the 
law by his personal obedience, 4 and made atonement for 
our sins b), his death ;5 being risen from the dead he is 
no\v enthroned in heaven ;f) and uniting in his wonderful 
person the tenderest S) .. m pathies ,vi th di, .. ine perfections, 
is every way qualified to be a suitable, a compassionate, 
and an all-suffiicient Sav .. iour. 1 

1 Eph. ii., 5; l\Iatt. xviii., 11; I John iv., 10; I Cor. iii., 5-i: 
Acts xv·. , I 1. 

2 John iii., 16; i., 1-14; Heb. iv., r4; xii., 24. 
3 Phil. ii., 6, 7; 1-Ieb. ii., 9, 14; II Cor. viii., 9. 

• 
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4 Isa. xlii., 21; Phil. ii., 8; Gal. iv., 4, 5; Rom. iii., 21. 
5 Isa. liii., 4; l\Iatt. xx., 28; Rom. iv., 25; iii., 21-26; I John 

iv., ro; ii., 2; I Cor. x,-., 1-3; Heb. ix., 13-15. 
6 Heb. i., S; i., 3; viii., 3; Col. iii., 1-4. 
7 Heb. "Tii., 25; Col. ii., 9; Heb. ii., 18; Heb. vii., 26; Psalm 

lxxxix, 19; xl,T. 

V. JUSTIFICATIOX. 

That the great Gospel blessing ,,1 hich Christ of his ful­
ness1 besto,,-s on such as believe in Him, is Justification ;i 

that Justification consists in the pardon of sin 3 and the 
promise of eternal life, on principles of righteousness; 4 

that it is bestowed not in consideration of any works of 
righteousness which ,ve ha,re done, j but solely through 
His O\\Tn redemption and righteousness; 6 that it brings 
us into a state of most blessed peace and favor ,vith God, 
and secures e, .. ery other ble~sing needful for time and 

• -r 

eternity. · 
1 John i., 16; Eph. iii., 8. 
2 Acts xiii., 39; Isa. liii., 11; Rom. ,-iii., 1. 
3 Rom. "T·, 9; Zech. xiii., 1; 11att. ix., 6; Actsx., 43. 
4 Rom., ... , 17; Titus iii., S, 6; I Peter iii., 7; I John ii., 25; 

Rom. v., 21. 
5 Rom. iv., -1-, 5; v., 21: , .. i., 23; Phil. iii., 7-9. 
6 Rom. v., 19; iii., 2-i-26; I John ii., 12. 

• 

7 Rom. v., 1, 2, 3, 11; I Cor. i., 30; 1Iatt. vi., 36; I Tim. iv., 8. 

\ 7 I. THE FREENESS OF S ... .\.L \T ATION. 

That the blessings of salvation are made free to all by 
the Gospel ;1 that it is the immediate duty of all to accept 
them by a cordial and obedient faith ;2 and that nothing 
prevents the salvation of the greatest sinner on earth, 
except his own voluntary refusal to submit to the Lord 
Jesus Christ; 3 ,,-hich refusal will subject him to an aggra­
v·ated condemnation. 4 

1 Rev. xxii., 17; Isa. Iv., r; Luke xi,r., 17. 
2 Rom. x,ri., 25, 26; ~fark i., 15; Rom. i., 15, 17. 
3 John v., 40; Th-Iatt. xxiii., 37; Rom. ix .• 32; Prov. i., 24; Acts 

xiii., 46. 
4 Johniii., 19; ~Iatt. xi., 20; Luke xix., 27; II Thess. i., 8 . 

• 
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ARTICLES OF FAITH. Ij 

\TIJ. GRACE IN REGENERATIOK. 

That in order to be saved, "Te must be regenerated 
or born again ;1 that regeneration consists in giving a hol)­
disposition to the mind ;2 and is effected in a manner abo,re 
our comprehension or calculation, 3 by the po,\ .. er of the 
Hol) 1 Spirit, so as to secure our voluntary obedience to 
the Gospel ;4 and that its proper evidence is found in the 
holy fruit which we bring forth to the glory of God. 5 

1 Jh ... R . o n 111., 3, 7; ev. xx1., 2j. 
2 II Cor. v., 20; Ezek. xxxv .. i., 26; Deut. xxx., 6; Ron1. ii., 28, 

29; v., 5; I John iv., j. 
3 John iii., 8; i., 13; James i., 16-1S; I Cor. i., 30; Phil. ii., 13. 
-1 I Peter i., 22-25; I John,- .. 1; Eph. i,·., 20-24; Col. iii., 9-11. 
5 Eph. v., 9; Rom. ,-iii., 9; Gal. v., 16-23. Eph. iii., 14-21. 

\l"lll. GOD'S PURPOSE OF GRACE. 

That Election is the gracious purpose of God, accord­
ing to ,vhich he regenerates, sanctifies, and sa, .. es sinners :1 

that being perfectly consistent ,vith the free agenC) .. of 
man, it comprehends all the means in connection ,, .. ith the 
end ;2 that it is a most glorious display of God's sovereig11 
goodness, being infinitely wise, holy and unchangeable ;3 

that it utterly excludes boasting, and promotes humility·, 
pra) .. er, praise, trust in God, and active imitation of his 
free mercy ;4 that it encourages the use of means in the 
highest degree ;5 that it is ascertained by its effects in all 
who believe the gospel ;6 is the foundation of Christian 
assurance;' and that to asertain it ,vith regard to our­
sel,.res, demands and deserves our utmost diligence. 8 

1 II Tim. i., 8, 9; Eph. i., 3-14; I Peter i., 1, 2; Rom. xi., 5, 6; 
John x,-., 16; I John iv., 19; Hos. xii., 9. 

2 II Thes. ii., 13, 14; Acts xiii., 48; John x., 16; l\Iatt. xx., 16; 
Acts x,-., 14. 

3 Exod. xxxiii., 18, 19: 11att. xx., 15; Eph. i., 11; Rom. ix., 
23, 24; Jer. xxxi., 3; Rom. xi., 28, 29; Jan1es i., 17, 1S; II Tim. 
ii., 9; Rom. xi., 32-36. 

4 IC · · 6 R .... 6 c1··· or. 1,~., 7; 1., 2 -31; om. 111., 2j: 1,-., I ; o. 111., 12; 
I Cor. iii., 5-7; xv., 10; I Peter,-., 10; Acts i., 24; I Thes. ii., 13; 
I Peter ii., 9; Luke xviii., 7; John xv-., 16; Epb. i., 16; I Thes. ii., 12. 

• 
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5 II Tim. ii., IO; I Co:-. ix., 22; Rom. ,·iii., 28-30; 
37-40; II Peter i .. , 10. 

6 I Thes. i., 4-10. 
7 Rom. ,-iii., 2S-39; Isaiah xlii., I 6; Rom. xi., 29. 
~ II Peter i., Ic; Phil. iii., 12; I-Ieb. vi., II . 

• 

IX. THE PERSEVER . .\.NCE OF SAINTS. -

That such only are real believers as endure unto the 
end; 1 that their persevering attachment to Christ is the 
grand mark " .. hich distinguishes them from mere profes­
sors;2 that a special Providence watches over their ,vel­
f are ;3 and they are kept by the po,ver of God through 
faith unto salvation. -1 

• 

1 John 'liii., 31; I John ii., 27, 28; iii., 9; ,l., 18. 
2 I John ii., 19; John xiii., 18; :\iatt. xiii., 20, 21; John vi., 66-69. 
3 Rom. viii., 28; :\Iatt. vi., 30-33; Jer. xxJi.:ii., 40; Ps. cxxi., 3; 

XCI., II, 12. 
4 Phil. i., 6; ii., 12, 13; Jude 24, 25; II Kingsv-i., rt; Heb. i., 

14; xiii., 5; I John iv., 4; John x, 27-30; xi., 25, 26. 

X. HAR:\IONY OF THE LA \v .. AND GOSPEL. 

That the law of God is the eternal and unchangeable 
rule of his moral government; 1 that it is hol)r, just, and 
good; 2 and that the inability ,vhich the Scrlptures as_ribe 
to fallen men to fulfil its precepts, arises entirely from 
their love of sin ;3 to deliver them from ,vhich, and to re­
store them through a 1fediator to unfeigned obedience 
to the holy la,v, is one great end of the Gospel, and of 
the means of grace connected ,vith the establishment of 
the visible church. 4 

1 Rom. iii., 21; ~Iatt. v., 17; Lukex,-i., 17; Rom. iii., 20; iv., 15. 
2 Rom. ,·ii., 12; vii., 7, 14, 22; Gal. iii., 21; Ps. cxix. 
3 Rom. viii., 7, 8; Josh. xxiv., 19; Jer. xiii., 23; John vi., 44; 

v., 44. 
-1 Rom. viii., 2-4; x., 4; I Tim. i., 5; Heb. viii., 10; Jude 20, 

21; Heb. xii., 14. 

' 
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XI. A GOSPEL CHURCH. 

That a visible church of Christ is a congregation of 
baptized believers, 1 associated by covenant in the faith 
and fellowship of the Gospel;~ observing the ordinances 
of Christ; 3 governed by his laws; 4 and exercising the 
gifts, rights and privileges invested in them by his word ;5 

that its only proper officers are Bishops or Pastors, and 
DeacJns, 6 ,vhose qualifications, claims, and duties are 
defined in the Epistles to Timothy and Titus. 

1 I Cor. i., 1-13; f\1att. x,~iii., 17; Acts v., 11; viii., r; xi., 26; 
I Cor. iv., 17; xiv., 23; III John 9; I Tim. iii., 5. 

2 Actsii.,41,42; IICor.,liii., 5; Actsii.,47; ICor.v., 12,13. 
3 I Cor. xi., 2; II Thess. iii., 6; Rom. xvi., 17-20; ICor. xi., 23; 

:\Iatt. xviii., 15-20; I Cor. 5 &; II Cor. 2 & j; I Cor, iv., 17. 
4 1\.Iatt. xxviii., 20; John xiv., 15; xv., 12; I John iv., 21; John 

xiv., 21: I Thess. iv., 2; II John 6; Gal. vi., 2; all the Epistles. 
5 Eph. iv., 7; I Cor. xiv., 12; Phil. i., 27. 
6 Phil. i., r; Acts xiv., 23; xv., 22; I Tim. iii., Titus. i. 

XII. BAPTIS~1 AND THE LORD'S SUPPER. 

That Christian Baptism is the immersion of a believer 
in water, 1 in the name of the Father, Son and Spirit; 2 to 
show forth in a solemn and beautiful emblem, our faith 
in a crucified, buried, and risen Saviour, ,vith its purify­
ing power; 3 that it is pre-requisite to the privileges of a 
church relation; and to the Lord's Supper, 4 in which the 
members of the church, by the use of bread and wine, are 
to commemorate together the dying love of Christ; 5 pre-

• 

ceded al\vays by solemn self-examination. 6 

1 
.. --\cts ,·iii., 36-39; ~iatt. iii., 5, 6; John iii., 22, 23; iv., 1, 2; 

~Iatt. xx,-iii., 19; :\lark xvi., 16; Acts ii., 38; viii., 12; xvi., 32-34; 
x,·iii., 8. 

•• 

2 l\Iatt. xxviii., 19; Acts x., 47, 48: Gal. iii., 27, 28. 
3 Rom. 'li., 1-14; Col. ii., 12; I Pet. iii., 20, 21; Acts xxii., 16. 
4 Acts ii, 41, 42: 1Iatt. xxviii., 19, 20; ... .\cts, and Epistles. 
5 I Cor. xi., 26; )latt. xxvi., 26-29; Mark xiv., 22-25; Luke 

XXll., r4-2r. 
6 I Cor. xi., 28: I Cor. v. 7, 8; x., 3-32; xi., 17-32; John vi., 

26-7 l. 

• 

• 
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XIII. THE CHRISTIAN SABBATH. 

That the first day of the week is the Lord's-Day, or 
Christian Sabbath; 1 and is to be kept sacred to religious 
purposes. 2 by abstaining from all secular labor and recre­
ations ;3 by the devout observance of all the means of 
grace, both private 4 and public; 5 and by preparation for 
that rest 6 which remaineth for the people of God. 

1 Acts xx., 7; Gen. ii., 3 ; Col. ii., 16, 17; l\iark ii., 27; John 
xx., 19; I Cor. xvi., r, 2. 

2 Exod. xx., 8; Rev. i., 10; Ps. ex viii., 24. 
3 I 1 ··· 1 · 8 sa. Vlll., 13, 14; VI., 2- . 
4 p ... s. cx,·111., I 5. 
5 Heb. x, 24, 25: Acts xi., 26; xiii., 44; Lev. xix., 30; Ezek. 

xlvi., 3; Luke iv., 16; Acts xvii., 2, 3; Ps. xxvi., S; lxxxvii., 2. 
6 Heb. i,r., 3-II. 

Xl\ 7
• CI\TIL G0\ 7 ERN11ENT. 

That civil go, 1 ernment is of divine appointment, for 
the interests and good order of human societj 1

;
1 and that 

magistrates are to be prayed for, conscientiously honored, 
and obeyed, 2 except in things opposed to the ,vill of our 
Lord Jesus Christ, s who is the only Lord of the consci­
ence, and the Prince of the kings of the earth. 4 

1 Rom. xiii., 1-j; Deut. x\·i., 18; II Sam. xxiii., 3; Exod. x,·iii., 
23; Jer. xxx., 21. 

2 l\fatt. xxii., 2 r; Titus iii., I ; I Peter ii., 13 ; I Tim. ii., r-S. 
3 Acts v., 29; ~Iatt. x., 28; Dan. iii., 15-18; vi., 7-10; Acts iv., 

18-20, 
4 "1\1 • . . R • R . 6 P I .. 1\ att. XXlll.' 10; om. xi,-.' 4; e,T. XIX.' I ; s. XXll., II; 

Ps. ii; Rom. xi"··, 9-13. 

x,·. THE RIGHTEOUS AND THE \VICKED. 

That there is a radical and essential difference be­
t,veen the righteous and the ,vicked ;1 that such only as 
through faith are justified in the name of the Lord Jesus, 
and sanctified by the Spirit of our God, are truly right­
eous in his esteem ;2 while all such as continue in impeni-
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tence and unbelief are in his sight wicked, and under the 
curse; 3 and this distinction holds among men both in and 
after death. -1 

1 J\Ial. iii., 18; Isa. v., 20; Gen. xviii., 23; Jer. xv., 19; Acts 
x., 34, 35; Rom. vi., 16. 

2 Rom. i., 17; ,.,.i,, 18; I John ii., 29; iii., 7; Rom. vi., 18, 22; 
I Cor. xi., 32; Pro,.,.. xi., 31; I Peter iv., 17, 18. 

s I J h G I . . . J h . . . 6 I i;::-1 . . ., P o n v., 19; a. 111., 10; o n 111., 3 ; sa.k'.!. ,.,.11., 21;J ... s. 
x., 4; Isa. lv., 6, 7. 

-!Prov. xi,.,.., 32; Lukex,-i., 25; John viii., 21-24; Pro,l. x., 24; 
Luke xii., 4, 5; ix., 23-26; John xii., 25, 26; Eccl. iii., 17; J\Iatt. 

• • 
Vll., 13, 14, 

XVI. THE "\VORLD TO CO:t\IE. 

That the end of this ,vorld is approaching; 1 that at 
the last da:)7

, Christ \vTill descend from heaven, 2 and raise 
the dead from the grave to final retribution; 3 that a 
solemn separation ,vill then take place ;4 that the wicked 
will be adjudged to endless punishment, and the right­
eous to endless joy; 5 and that this judgment ,vill fix for­
ever the final state of men in heaven or hell, on principles 
of righteousness. 6 

1 I Peter i,/., 7; I Cor. vii., 29-31; Heb. i., 10-12; J\Iatt. xxiv., 
35; I John ii., 1 7; l\iatt. xx,.,.iii.,20; xiii.,39,49; IIPeteriii.,3-13. 

2 Acts i., 11; Re,-. i., 7; Heb. ix .. 28; _i\.cts iii., 21; I Thess. 
i V. , I 3- I 8 ; \-. , I - I I . 

3 Actsxxi,.,.., 15; I Car. xv., 12-59; Luke xi,.,.., 14; Dan. xii., 2; 
Johnv., 28, 29; vi .. 40; xi., 25, 26; II Tim. i., ro; ,.:\ctsx., 42. 

4 l\fatt. xiii., 49, 37-43; xxiv., 30, 31; xx,-., 27-33. 
5 l\1att. xx,-., 35-41; Rev. xxii., 11; I Cor. ,·i., 9, 10; l\fark ix., 

43-48; II Peter ii., 9, ro: Jude 7; Phil. iii., 19; Rom. vi., 22; II Cai:. 
v., ro, rr; John iv .. 36; II Car. iv., 18. 

6 Rom. iii., 5, 6; II Thess. i., 6-12; Heb. vi., 1, 2; I Cor. i,·., 5; 
~.\ctsx,-ii., 31; Rom. ii., 2-16; Re,;. xx., II, 12; I John ii., S; iv., 17. 

• 

SEEING THEN THAT ALL THESE THINGS SH1\.LL BE DISSOL \rED, 

\\TH.\.T ~IANNER OF PERSO:KS OUGHT YE TO BE I~ ALL HOLY CON­

\1ERS • .\.TION Ai\D GODLINESS, LOOKING FOR AND H~.\STI~G UNTO 

THE CO)IING OF THE DAY OF Gon. II PETER III., I I, 12. 



COVENANT. 

Having found favor in tne eyes of Almighty God, 
and, as ,ve trust, obtained the saving kno,vledge of him 
in his di, 1 ine character, through his dear Son, the Lord 
Jesus Christ, b1r the operation of the Holy Ghost, in 
convincing us of sin, of righteousness, :ind of judgment; 
and ha,Ting united our hearts to himself, by giving us 
po\\Ter to believe in him; and, as with the heart man be­
lieveth unto righteousness and with the mouth confession 
is made unto salvation; so ,ve, being taught and inclined 
by the \Vord and Spirit of God, to own his cause, and pro­
fess his name and religion publicly:-

Theref ore do, in the most solemn manner, before God, 
angels, and men, enter into covenant with Almighty God 
-Father, Son, and Holy Ghost-by giving up ourselves 
with all we have and are, to him, with all our gifts and 
faculties, to be improved for his glory; covenanting and 
promising, by his grace assisting, to be for him and for 
none other; to serve and obey him in all his command­
ments and institutions, as revealed in the Holy Scriptures 
of truth; acknowledging ,vith gratitude the sovereign 
riches of his grace in distinguishing us from the rest of 
mankind that are yet left in ignorance, and under the power 
and dominion of sin; and as our hearts are dra,,~n and 
united to this people and church, ,,1 e do most freely, full 1T 

• 

and voluntarily give up ourselves to be under the govern-
ment of the church, to be watched over and admonished 
and disciplined by the church; to be taught and instructed 
by it; covenanting and promising to walk with them and 
to ,,7 atch over them, for their godly edifying, and not for 



• 

• 

• 
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their halting; promising before God to attend on all the 
duties of religion both public and private, as God shall 
manifest to us by his word and Spirit, and to renounce 
the devil and his ,vays, and all inordinate love and affec­
tion to the sinful pleasures, fashions and delights of the 
world; and also to watch and guard against the sinful 
inclinations of the flesh, a11d to endea,yor to live soberly, 
righteously and godly, in the present evil world, looking 
for the glorious hope, and appearance of the great God 
and our Saviour Jesus Christ; whose grace and assis­
tance we implore to enable us to keep this co,renant. 
Amen and Amen. 

• 

s: 
~. ' -..:::J • -I.~ 

• 
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• 

• 
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(T . .\KE::--; :'11 . .\l);'L\• FRO:.\l A P . .\PER RE . .\D B\. RE\·. GEORGE H. l\.fINOR, AT THE 

DEDICATIO::--; OF THE 'XE"\V CHl.RCH Bl.ILDIXG, OCTOBER 29, 1890.) 

The Baptist Church on Long Point, as Stonington 
Borough was then called, breathed the first breath of 
church life on the twenty-second day of April, 1775. 

There ,vere present at the birth of this church some 
twenty or thirty delegates from the surrounding to,vns. 
No one kno,vs positively who these delegates were, nor 
is there any record of those who organized themselves 
into a church. No distinct and separate records of the 
church appear till ten years later. This period of ten 
years embraces the American revolution. Doubtless the 
church was compelled to suspend for a time regular 
public services. But with the return of peace in 1785, 
the scattered members renewed the order of church life 
and public worship, when the first record appears. Ho,v­
ever, from the minutes of the Stonington Association in 
the year 1781, it appears that the church on Long Point 
reported a membership of thirty-three. 

That faithful band of Christians met here and there, 
now in private houses, no,v in the old school house, and 
in an upper hall near the corner of Grand and \Yater 
streets. Here they prayed and exhorted one another to 
fidelity to truth and to God. 

Isaac Backus, the early Baptist historian, was a mem-
ber 'Of the Association, and in his history he gives us the 
fact that the church was organized in April, 1775, and 
that John Rathbun was their first pastor. Most of them 
must have come out of the church of the standing order: 

• 
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separating themselves from the church into which the)r 
were born. They had honest convictions of truth, and de­
clared them in the midst of obloquy and social ostracism. 

~t\.t the close of the war Mr. Sands Niles, the clerk of 
the church, made the first record which is preserved, 
dated January 29, 178 5. This is the record : 

'' The church on Long Point called a meeting legally 
warned to act upon the following : '"\Vhether frolicking 
such as fiddling and dancing, and for church members, 
heads of families, to suffer, or consent, or f or,vard their 
children to go to them, was consistent \vith the religion 
of Jesus.' The church answered by vote, 'It is incon­
sistent.' '' 

~fr. Niles, the clerk, himself aggrieved, proceeded to 
pref er charges against brother vVait Rathbun and "\\Tilliam 
Fellows, because they had not restrained their children 
from attending one of those '' sinful and carnal frolicks ., 
on the night of the 9th instant, whereupon these brethren 
were called up to confess their wrong, which they pro­
ceeded to do, and promised to do better in future. 

11r. John Rath bun ,vas chosen as their first pastor. 
He had been a leader among them, or a lay-preacher and 
licentiate. He lived here, built and occupied the d,vell-

• 

ing house in ""'hich afterwards Dr. \Villiam Hyde, senior, 
lived and died. He served them for four years, then re­
moved to the Baptist church in Ashford, and was ordained 
1Iarch 15, 17 8 r. He was a man of sterling character, and 
of no mean abilities as a preacher for those days. 

After Mr. Rathbun's removal Elder Benson from 
Rhode Island came and took the pastoral care and re­
mained three years. He accomplished little more than 
to keep them together by preaching. · At the close of the 
war, in 17 8 5, the church was in a lo,v and languishing 
condition and a part of the time without a pastor, often 
,vithout preaching, and perhaps without regular services. 

• 
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But in- 1784 the church called to ordination and pas­
torate Valentine \iVightman Rathbun, the son of their 
first minister, John Rathbun. After nearly two years 
had passed, he required them to come together again 
and give expression to their feelings, which they did, and 
on the 9th day of May, 1787, he consented, and was taken 
from the ranks of the laymen and ordained as pastor of 
the church by a council. 

His ministrations mark a new departure. There was 
more intelligent counsel, more vigorous action, and 1nore 
aggressive ""ork. In the pastor's own hand,vriting, clean­
ly and beautiful, the records of the church are kept. 

\7" alentine vVightman Rathbun was a man of sterling 
common sense and practical ,visdom, in fact the ,vhole 
family of Rathbuns was distinguished for their enter­
prise and character. He remained pastor of the church 
for eleven years, until 1799, when he removed to the pas­
torate of the Baptist church in Bridge,vater, Mass., where 
he died October 5, 1812. 

During his pastorate here the first meeting house was 
erected on the site ,vhere now stands the old church of 
ever blessed memories, sometime bet,veen 1787 and 1793. 
The land ,,~as given by wir. Thomas Rob~nson, a member 
of the church. Joshua Swan and Joseph Palmer ,vere 
the moving spirits in the building of that first house, of 
plain Puritan style of architecture, a box-like structure 
about forty feet square, with low pews and deep slanting 
galleries, and a long pulpit in the north, and wide double 
doors on the south, ,v1th a to,ver on the outside of the 
building. It is a fact worthy of mention that Mr. Swan 
became so involved financially in that enterprise that he 
,vas obliged to sell his own house to meet his liabilities. 
He owned three-fourths of the house, and sold or rented 
the pews as best he could. That old house was witness 
to many glorious revivals ,,,hen the Spirit of God was 

• 



• 

HISTORIC . .\L SKETCH. 

manifest in great power. On the pinnacle of the old 
church is the rod and ball which graced the first meeting 
house. 

• 

The fourth in the order of pastors was Elder ,, 7illiam 
Gardner, a good man and a persuasive preacher, and his 
ministry was fruitful in enlarging and strengthening the 
church. During his ministry there ,vas a powerful re­
vival. But after three years of faithful service a derange­
ment of mind increased to insanity, and he came to his 
sad and untimely end by suicide. This was a sad blow 
to the church. 

Then came Thomas Spooner from Rhode Island and 
preached or. e year, when because of occasional intemper­
ance which occasioned scandal, he \Vas compelled to 
retire from the pastorate. Then for five succeeding 

1,.ears the records are deficient. But the church kept up 
worship, and on communion Sabbaths ,vere supplied by 
neighboring pastors. 

Deacon Elnathan Fello,vs, a man of blessed memory, 
and Sands Niles were men competent to conduct public 
worship acceptably. In fact Deacon Fello,,ts was a 
superior man of his time. For years he cared for the 
church, its worship and its discipline, and he was ade­
quate to its demands ; genial, pious, gentle, Io, .. ing and 
lovable, respected by all. Even the ro11gh boys on the 
streets vied ,vith each other to honor him. He was a 
born deacon, and the service which he and his excellent 
,vife rendered to this church can never be forgotton. At 
the age of eighty-fi,·e years, after serving as deacon for 
thirt 1.,.-five years, he fell on sleep January 31, 1837. 

On 11:ay 30, 1810, this church probably did its best 
day's ,vork in its whole history to that date. It called 
to the pastorate and to ordination a man well-remem­
bered by many of you now living, Elihu Chesebrough. 
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Though eighty years have come and gone since that 
council convened, such narnes are still fragrant as Elder 
Peleg Randall, F'irst North Stonington, Jedediah Ran­
dall and Asher lvliner, Second North Stonington, John 
Gow ,vightman, First Groton, Samuel vVest, New Lon­
don, Asa \\ 7ilcox, Lyme. Mr. Wilcox preached the ser­
mon, a man dignified in his bearing, of noble physique, 
and open, intellectual cast of countenance, a gentleman 
of the old school. Elder \Vightman gave the charge, , 
a rough stone out of the mountain, massive in thought, 
rude in outline, blunt in speech, and dogmatic in the ex­
treme. Asher n1iner, as usual, sung the prayer, intoning 
it in his own inimitable st)-le, while the tears at his bid­
ding flowed do,,rn his ruddy cheeks like the waters of 
Ladore. 

At the time when this young man, Elihu Chesebrough 
assumed the pastorate, the church had been in existence 
thirt) 1 -five )1 ears. For the previous t,,-enty years it had 
done little more than hold its o,,-n. It was financiall3 1 

" .. eak. It ,,-as made up of the laboring class, who found 
their chief emplo)-ment in the uncertain ,\-ork of fishing, 
and, like the early .. fisherman of Galilee, they were poor, 
their numbers fe,v, their social standing nothing, and yet 
the)'" did not despair ; for they relied upon truth and God 
for success. Under these conditions, in the year 18 ro, 
Elihu Chesebrough took up the work as pastor. By birth 
he belonged to the Congregational order, but, when con­
verted, new light came. His educational ad,,.antages had 
been few, only such as the common school of that day 
afforded. He had neither readiness of speech nor smooth­
ness of utterance, but when his soul was on fire he spoke 
,,rith unction and po,ver, which made sinners tremble and 
saints rejoice. Six days in the week he labored on the 
farm and brought to the Sabbath services an exhausted 
body, but al,va)"S a good soul and heart. The church did 

• 
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little or nothing for his support. During his twenty years 
ministry the church had a slow but healthy growth. In 
1811 the number of members was sixty-five, and that 
year they had a revival of extraordinary po,ver. It is 
recorded that in February of that year, while they ,vere 
gathered together for Divine worship, frequent!),. some 
cried out during the service for the Lord Jesus to have 
mercy on them, and besought the Christians to pra)r for 

them. 
In 1814 they sent a letter to the Association, but 

stated they could send no delegates on account of the 
late attack by the British upon the borough, and the 1 .. 
must stay at home to take care of females. In 1823, 
after Elder Chesebrougi1 had preached to them continu­
ously for thirteen years, Rev Gideon B. Perry came on 
a ,1isit to this borough from Brookfield, N. Y., and 
preached. His popularity "·as unbounded. He had 
pleasing manners, ,vas free in his social relations, and 
was a born orator. He had a fine imagination, a musi­
cal ,·oice and melting moods and tones. He carried 
ever 1 .. thing by storm. The result .,vas a revival which 
more than doubled the membership of the church, and 
he was called to the joint pastorate of the church ,vith 
Elder Chesebrough and remained nearly three years. 

During the three years of this joint pastorate the 
church not only increased by the baptism of seventy, 
making the aggregate one hundred and fif t)r, but it 
gained a popularity "rhich dre,v to it the }"Oung, and the 
Sabbath school increased and furnished material for the 
future growth of the church. l\i r. Perry after,vards en­
tered the Episcopal church, and in that communion he 
lived and died. 

• 

In December, 1826, the church extended a unanimous 
call to Rev. Jabez S. S,van, then a student at Hamilton, 
and a young man. He accepted and was ordained June 

• 
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20, 1827. Mr. Swan continued only three years. There 
are absolutely no records of this period, not even a record 
of his dismissal. His ministry was success£ ul, and accept­
able both to the church and to the people at large. His 
subsequent life of usefulness and powerful revival work 
in Eastern Connecticut neecl no words of commendation. 
Perhaps no man has ever lived who impressed himself so 
deeply upon the people in this part of the State. 

The year 1830 records the extension by the church of 
a call to Rev. Asa Bronson, the ninth pastor since its 
organization. He accepted and remained but one year 
and a half. A revival attended his labors and fifty-five 
were added by baptism. His resignation was accepted 
by the church with deep regret. They held him in grate­
ful remembrance, as is seen by the fact that after an 
absence of twenty-six years, the church called him to the 
pastorate a second time, ,vhen he served them for three 
years more. He was a good man and honored his calling. 

To succeed Mr. Bronson in his first pastorate in 1832, 
the church called Rev. Jerome S. Anderson, of Newark, 
New Jersey. He remained eleven years, when on account 
of poor health he resigned. During the first nine years 
of his pastorate, though there ,vas no special revival sea­
son, the church gained in unity and solidity, and in 
its orderly and intelligent management. The records 
are kept in a business-

0

like ,vay. 
Articles of faith ,vere adopted, and one on temper­

ance, ,vhich, judging by the discipline, the church greatly 
needed. A new house of worship was erected and it 
stands to-day, though since then enlarged and improved. 
That was accomplished in the year 1834-5, and yet noth­
ing but incidental allusions appear on the records. But 
the house has stood, on the same site as that on which 
the first one was built, and has been the home of the 
church for fifty-five years. 

• 

• •• 
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It seems passing strange that such an enterprise could 
have been conceived and consummated and no record 
of it made to appear on the church book. But the house 
was built, and pushed to its completion, and paid for, and 
it ,vas done under the ministry of Jerome S. Anderson. 

Mr. Anderson was a strong, methodical man, and he 
did for the church what no other man had done. He 
was a man of good education, of scholarly habits and 
tastes, and gentlemanly in demeanor and dress. He 
preached thoughtful sermons; they were orderly, well 
prepared, and instructive. 

In 1837 members ,vere dismissed to form the Anguilla 
church, to which 1Ir. Anderson had preached Sabbath 
afternoons until they called a pastor. 

In some respects the last year of nir. Anderson's pas­
torate was the most eventful one in the history of the 
church. In June, Rev. Jabez Swan came as an evangel­
ist, and there began one of the most powerful revivals on 
record, and it extended throughout the whole year. One 
hundred and seventy-three were added to the member­
ship, 011e hundred and fifty-three of them by baptism, and 
in January seven more ,,Tere added, ,vhen failing health 
compelled 11r. Anderson to retire. 

"\\ 7 e are no,v brought to the pastorate of Rev. A. G. 
Palmer. He entered upon his duties April 1, 1843., and 
continued his first pastorate for nine )Tears. He came 
from the First Baptist church, ,vesterly, Rhode Island. 
In November and December follo,,Ting he baptized 
eleven. Then follow several years with no large addi­
tions to the membership. There were dissensions over 
the transfer of church property to the Trustee~. In 1850 
there was a marked revival. Twenty-three ,vere baptized 
and the membership was now 299. Peace and prosperity 
prevailed. Then n·Ir. Palmer made a mistake, so thought 
the church. He accepted a call to Syracuse, New York, 
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in 1852. He left the church when every prospect was 
fall of promise. Nine years of faithful service had en­
deared him to all the people. The church expressed 
themselves that they accepted his resignation because 
compelled to do so. Soon after, October 20, 185 2, Rev. 
R. J. "\Vilson, of New Britain, entered upon the pastor-ate 
of the church, which continued three and a half years. 
They ,vere years of continued prosperity in all respects. 
The congregation increased so that the house ,vas en­
larged at an expense of $2,000. But during these years 
t,vo of the most efficient and faithful deacons died, 
Samuel Langworth 11 and Peleg Hancox, venerable and 
honored servants of God. In the opening of the year 
18 s 5 another extensive revival pre,,,ailed, and se,·enty 
,vere added by baptism. 

:Wir. "\Vilson resigned the pastorate April 1, 1856. 
From this time onward for about five )1 ears, till the return 
of Rev. A. G. Palmer to the pastorate, there were sad 
and sorrowful dissensions and trials. Rev. C. A. Clark, a 
most excellent man, assumed the pastorate when the 
church ,\·as about equally divided for and against, and 
he remained a little less than one year. 

Rev. H. ,v. "\\1 ebber succeeded him, ,vho on account 
of intemperance was excluded and deposed from the 
ministry. There follo,ved a feeling of painful despond­
ency. There was a division of sentiment. . Unity and 
forbearance gave place to wilfulness. In this emergency 
that man of God, Rev. Asa Bronson, came back and 
assumed again the pastorate in November, r 8 5 7. 

There ,vas a revival spirit and thirty-four were bap­
tized. But in December, 1859, because of the absence 
of harmony and unity, against the protest of a large 
minority he resigned. The days were dark, so dark that 
the church voted not to settle a pastor but to depend 
upon supplies. This continued about a yTear, and the 
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year 1860 closed in darkness and despondency. Such a 
condition of things "'Tas deplorable in the extreme. 

At the beginning of the year 1861, the church was 
prepared by its sad experiences, and by the s,veet and 
tender memories of former years, to recall Rev. A. G. 
Palmer, D. D., of Bridgeport. This pastorate continued 
for thirty years and was terminated only by Dr. Palmer's 
death. 

At intervals of a fe\v years there were seasons of 
special revival interest. In 1866 there ,,,as a revival of 
special interest and forty-three were baptized. 

In January, 1868, a comfortable parsonage ,vas pur­
chased at a cost of $3,300. 

In 1871, Rev .... ;\. P. Graves labored as an evangelist 
,vith the pastor ,,-ith good results. The membership 
reached three hundred and t,, .. enty-six, the highest in the 
whole history of the church until that date. 

In the summer of 1887, it was proposed to remodel 
the old church edifice, and about $4,000 ,vere pledged 
to,vards it, and a committee was appointed to secure 
plans, to ,vhom many ,vere submitted but none seemed 
feasible. "\\rhile the committee ,vas considering this 
matter, three members of the church offered $12,000 on 
condition that enough was raised to build a new and 
suitable church edifice. This offer was accepted, the 
needed amount was pledged, and a committee ,vas 
appointed to obtain plans and estimates. 

Then came the question of location. The old church 
site was not large enough. It ,vas settled finally by the 
donors of the $12,000 generously giving $6,000 additional 
to purchase a new site for a new parsonage, so that the 
new church might stand on the site of the old parsonage. 
The corner stone was laid with appropriate ceremonies in 
July, 1889, and the building was completed in July, 1890 . 

• 
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The building is a tasteful ,vooden structure of the 
colonial order. On the south side is a tower twenty 
feet square, forming the main entrance to the building, 
while on the south-west corner stands a half round tower, 
through which is reached the choir gallery, the pastor's 
room, etc. The audience room is fift)T by sixty feet, ""ith 
a groined ceiling thirty feet above the floor. The organ 
loft is over the pulpit platform and contains a fine organ, 
the gift of the ladies of the society. On each side of this 
room are three memorial ,,,.indows, said by good judges 
of art to be among the finest specimens in Ne,,,. England. 
The interior ""ood"·ork and pe,,·s are handsomely finished 
quartered oak, ,,·hile the carpets, cushions, and draperies 
are in old red. 

Directly in the rear of this room and separated from 
it by sliding doors is a spacious Sunday school room, ,,·ell 
lighted by stained glass ,,Tindo,,--s, and entered from the 
main vestibule and also from i\Iain street. Connected 
,vith this room are rooms for the infant class and library. 
Above it is the church parlor, "·ith stair,,·ay leading to 
it from the main vestibule. The entire cost ,,ras about 

$24,000. 
But the man who for so many years had been identi-

fied with this church as its leader was not destined to long 
enjoy the new environment. He had for some time been 
sho,ving signs of failing health, and in June, 1891, he laid 
aside the armor, after having worn it in the interest of 
this church during t,vo pastorates aggregating nearl)T 
forty years. His name can never be forgotten by this 
people, for it is ,,,oven into a third of the whole histor)T 

of the church. 
In August, 1891, the church extended a unani­

mous call to Rev. Henry Clarke, who had just com­
pleted his preparation for the ministry in the Rochester 
Baptist Theological Seminary, of Rochester, New York . 

• 
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The call \vas accepted, and the first sermon as pastor 
was preached September 13, of the same year. He ,vas 
ordained by the church October 1. At the present time 
(May 1, 1894), 11:r. Clarke continues pastor. During 
the two and a half years of his ministry there has been 
gratifying gro,vth, both spiritually and financially. Re­
ligious interest has been continuous, and baptisms have 
been frequent. Pastor and people are united in the 
earnest desire for the spread of the kingdom in the com­
munity in which their Zion is planted. 
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