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Summary Information

Repository: Western Connecticut State University Archives and Special
Collections

Creator: Warner, Truman A. 1920-1997

Creator: Western Connecticut State University. Department of Academic
Affairs.

Creator: Western Connecticut State University. Department of Academic
Affairs.

Title: Truman Warner Anthropological Collection

ID: MS 048

Date [inclusive]: 1960-1980

Physical
Description:

50 Linear Feet 

Language of the
Material:

English

Abstract: This is a small collection of objects from Asia, Africa, the
Americas and New Guinea collected presumably from the 1960s
and 1980s by Truman Warner to be used in class and for his
personal collection. The collection is predominantly made up of
musical instruments and masks.

Preferred Citation

Published citations should take the following form: Identification of item, date (if
known); Truman Warner Anthropological Collection; MS 048; box number/folder
number and/or item number; Western Connecticut State University

^ Return to Table of Contents

Historical/Biographical Note

Warner began his career at WCSU in 1958 as Dean of Admissions, and after several years
he began teaching in the Social Science Department. He served as Chairman of the joint
Department of History and Social Sciences, introduced courses in non-western cultures, and
taught his specialty, Japanese History and Culture.
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Sources:

• Baines, Anthony. The Oxford Companion to Musical Instruments. New York: Oxford
University Press Incorporated, 1992.

• Diagram Group. Muscial Instruments of the World: An Illustrated Encyclopdia. New
York: Facts on File Incorporated, 1976.

• Bossert, Helmuth Theodor, 1889-1961. Folk art of Asia, Africa, and the Americas [by]
Helmuth Th. Bossert. New York, Praeger [1964]

• Fair, Susan W. Alaska native art : tradition, innovation, continuity / Susan W. Fair ;
edited by Jean Blodgett. Fairbanks, AK : University of Alaska Press, c2006.

• Glassie, Henry H. The spirit of folk art : the Girard Collection at the Museum of
International Folk Art / Henry Glassie ; color photography by Michel Monteaux ;
black-and-white photography and drawings by Henry Glassie. New York : Abrams in
association with the Museum of New Mexico, Santa Fe, 1989.

• Jonaitis, Aldona, 1948- Art of the Northwest coast / Aldona Jonaitis. Seattle :
University of Washington Press ; Vancouver : Douglas & McIntyre, c2006.

• Leuzinger, Elsy. Afrika. English. Africa; the art of the Negro peoples. [Translated by
Ann E. Keep] New York, McGraw-Hill [1960]

• Newton, Douglas, 1920- New Guinea art in the collection of the Museum of Primitive
Art. New York, Museum of Primitive Art; distributed by the New York Graphic Society,
Greenwich, Conn., 1967.

• Listening to our ancestors : the art of native life along the north pacific coast /
introduction by chief Robert Joseph. Washington, D.C. : National Museum of the
American Indian, Smithsonian Institution in association with National Geographic,
c2005.

• National Museum of the American Indian (U.S.) Treasures of the National Museum of
the American Indian : Smithsonian Institution / foreword by W. Richard West, Jr. ;
introduction by Charlotte Heth ; texts by Clara Sue Kidwell and Richard W. Hill, Sr. 1st
ed. New York : Abbeville Press, c1996.

^ Return to Table of Contents

Scope and Content Note

The collection has been inventoried based on perceived material type. The highest number
of objects are African in origine, followed by Asian and Native American. The objects are
predominantly masks, musical instruments, and tools, but also includes carved figures and
other miscelllanea.

The masks are for the most part ceremonial and depict deities or mythological figures. A
majority of the objects are made from wood, clay, hair, and various plant materials. The
textiles in the collection include baskets, hats, and tapestries.
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The objects have been marked as undated though the digital objects linked to from this finding
aid do make some attemopt to date the material. It is assumed that the objects were primarily
acquired in Warner's travels from the 1960s-1990s, however, the date of the actual object is
difficult to determine as most are not assembled with modern construction materials (glues,
screws, plastics, etc.).

The archivists have done their best to identify most of the objects but some may be mislabeled.
Researchers are encouraged to share any input on the identity and age of items in the
collections.

Digital images of most of the items in the collection are provided.

The collection also includes one box of materials deemed to be of questionable research value
but was likely assembled as examples of modern fabrication of some of the "folk art" designs in
the collection.

^ Return to Table of Contents

Arrangement

Objects are arranged by type and then by assumed region of origin.

^ Return to Table of Contents

Administrative Information

Publication Statement

Western Connecticut State University Archives and Special Collections

Haas Library
181 White St
Danbury 06810
Telephone: 203.837.8992
Fax Number: 203.837.8322
stevensb@wcsu.edu
URL: http://archives.library.wcsu.edu
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Provenance

Portions of this collection were originally housed in the basement of White Hall. They were
sent to the Haas library in 2004 as part of the Truman Warner Collections and were placed
in storage. The storage conditions were sub-optimal and they were moved and processed for
their protection in Nov 2008. In 2009, additional objects were donated by Richard Davis to
be included in this collection.

Access Restrictions

Open for research without restrictions.

Use Restrictions

Permission to publish materials must be obtained in writing from the:
Ruth A. Haas Library
Archives and Special Collections
181 White Street
Danbury, CT 06810
Phone: 203-837-8992
E-mail: stevensb@wcsu.edu

^ Return to Table of Contents

Related Materials

Related Material

Truman Warner Papers.

Images of the objects in this collection.

Images of the objects in the 2009 Accrection.

^ Return to Table of Contents

Controlled Access Headings

• Headdresses.
• Figurines.
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• Ceremonial masks.
• Masks (costume).
• Lutes (chordophones).
• Harp lutes.
• Flutes (aerophones).
• Drums (membranophones).
• Musical instruments -- Asia.
• Arpeggiones.
• Musical instruments -- Africa.
• Music -- Asia.
• Music -- Africa.
• Warner, Truman A. 1920-1997
• Western Connecticut State University. Department of History.

Collection Inventory

Basketry
Language of the Material: English

Title/Description Instances

Large Native American Basket (Pima?), undated
Digital Object: Large woven basket (Pima?)

General

While the object does bear some resemblance to an
African basket, it may be more likely Native American
in origin.

item
ms048_001

Cocoa drying mat?, undated
Digital Object: Cocoa drying mat?

General

Culture: Africa?

item
ms048_002

Stetson style hats (Mexico?), undated
Digital Object: Stetson style hats (Mexico?)

General

Culture: Americas

item
ms048_003

Small woven bowl, undated
Digital Object: Small woven bowl

item
ms048_004
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General

Culture: Americas

Pseudo conical hats, undated
Digital Object: Pseudo conical hats

General

Culture: Asia

item
ms048_005

Rattan Fans, etc., undated
Digital Object: Rattan Fans, etc.

General

Culture: Asia

item
ms048_006

Otomi Fan, 1956
Digital Object: Otomi Fan

item
ms048_006

Woven Palm Mat and Bag, undated
Digital Object: Woven Palm Mat and Bag

General

Culture: Asia

item
ms048_007

Woven Opium Pillow, undated
Digital Object: Woven Opium Pillow

General

Culture: Asia

item
ms048_008

Winnowing tray, undated
Digital Object: Winnowing tray

General

Culture: Asia

item
ms048_009

Pseudo Conical Reed Hat, undated
Digital Object: Pseudo Conical Reed Hat

General

Culture: Asia/Africa/Americas?

item
ms048_009.1

Date palm trivets, etc., undated
Digital Object: Date palm trivets, etc.

item
ms048_010
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General

Culture: Asia/Africa?

Winnowing trays, undated
Digital Object: Winnowing trays

General

Culture: Asia/Africa?

item
ms048_011

^ Return to Table of Contents

Musical Instruments
Language of the Material: English

Africa
Language of the Material: English

Title/Description Instances

Talking Drum and mallet, undated
Digital Object: Talking Drum and mallet

item
ms048_012

Pluriarc, undated
Digital Object: Pluriarc

item
ms048_014

Miscellaneous African Percussion Instruments (4),
undated
Digital Object: Miscellaneous African Percussion
Instruments (4)

item
ms048_015

Masenqo and Bow, undated
Digital Object: Masenqo and Bow

item
ms048_016

Atenteben, undated
Digital Object: Atenteben

item
ms048_017

Algaita (2), undated
Digital Object: Algaita (2)

item
ms048_018

Akonting, undated
Digital Object: Akonting

item
ms048_019

Gunbri, undated
Digital Object: Gunbri

item
ms048_020

Kundi, undated
Digital Object: Kundi

item
ms048_021

Andungu, undated
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Digital Object: Andungu item
ms048_022

Enanga, undated
Digital Object: Enanga

item
ms048_023

Djeli N'goni (broken), undated
Digital Object: Djeli N'goni (broken)

item
ms048_024

Djeli N'goni, undated
Digital Object: Djeli N'goni

item
ms048_025

Balafon, undated
Digital Object: Balafon

item
ms048_026

Fang Standing Drum, undated
Digital Object: Fang Standing Drum

item
ms048_027

Americas
Language of the Material: English

Title/Description Instances

Two Haitian pacay seed pod shakers, undated
Digital Object: Two Haitian pacay seed pod shakers

item
ms048_028

Native American E Flute, undated
Digital Object: Native American E Flute

item
ms048_029

Clay Whistle Figurine, undated
Digital Object: Clay Whistle Figurine

item
ms048_030

Northwest Coast Painted Raven Rattle, undated
Digital Object: Northwest Coast Painted Raven Rattle

item
ms048_031

Jaw Harp, undated
Digital Object: Jaw Harp

item
ms048_032

Asia
Language of the Material: English

Title/Description Instances

Transverse Flute, undated
Digital Object: Transverse Flute

item
ms048_033

Bulbul Tarang & Songbooks (2), undated
Digital Object: Bulbul Tarang & Songbooks (2)

item
ms048_034

Kaen (or Khene), undated item
ms048_035
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Digital Object: Kaen (or Khene)

Tongali or nose flute(2), undated
Digital Object: Tongali or nose flute(2)

item
ms048_036

^ Return to Table of Contents

Masks
Language of the Material: English

Africa
Language of the Material: English

Title/Description Instances

Bamana headdress (male and female), undated
Digital Object: Bamana headdress (male and female)

item
ms048_037

Yaka Mask, undated
Digital Object: Yaka Mask

item
ms048_038

Baule Ram Mask, undated
Digital Object: Baule Ram Mask

item
ms048_039

African mask or hanging totem, undated
Digital Object: African mask or hanging totem

item
ms048_040

Painted armband, undated
Digital Object: Painted armband

item
ms048_042

Headhunter's armband, undated
Digital Object: Headhunter's armband

item
ms048_043

Dan Mask, undated
Digital Object: Dan Mask

item
ms048_044

Igbo Mask, undated
Digital Object: Igbo Mask

item
ms048_059

Face fragment from the lid of an Egyptian sarcophagus,
undated
Digital Object: Face fragment from the lid of an
Egyptian sarcophagus

item
ms048_013

Tyn Hat, undated
Digital Object: Tyn Hat

item
ms048_065
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General

Culture: Africa

Americas
Language of the Material: English

Title/Description Instances

Mask with hood, undated
Digital Object: Mask with hood

item
ms048_041

Man and Woman, Inuit Masks, undated
Digital Object: Man and Woman, Inuit Masks

item
ms048_045

Wild Woman (Tsonokwa)? mask, undated
Digital Object: Wild Woman (Tsonokwa)? mask

item
ms048_046

Owl Mask, undated
Digital Object: Owl Mask

item
ms048_047

Otter Woman (or Devil Woman) Mask, undated
Digital Object: Otter Woman (or Devil Woman) Mask

item
ms048_048

Asia
Language of the Material: English

Title/Description Instances

Indonesian Shadow Puppets (Wayang or Wajang),
undated
Digital Object: Indonesian Shadow Puppets (Wayang or
Wajang)

item
ms048_049

Demon, Noh mask miniature (pendant), with two
miniatures of other Noh masks., undated
Digital Object: Demon, Noh mask miniature (pendant),
with two miniatures of other Noh masks.

item
ms048_050

Kojo Mask, undated
Digital Object: Kojo Mask

item
ms048_051

Ko-Omote No Mask, circa 1960
Digital Object: Ko-Omote No Mask

item
ms048_052

Jauk Keras? mask, undated
Digital Object: Jauk Keras? mask

item
ms048_053

Bondres Keta? mask, undated
Digital Object: Bondres Keta? mask

item
ms048_054

Patih Manis mask, undated
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Digital Object: Patih Manis mask item
ms048_055

Balinese Calon Arang (dragon) mask, undated
Digital Object: Balinese Calon Arang (dragon) mask

item
ms048_056

Balinese Galuh Mask, undated
Digital Object: Balinese Galuh Mask

item
ms048_057

Monkey Mask (Hanuman), undated
Digital Object: Monkey Mask (Hanuman)

item
ms048_058

^ Return to Table of Contents

Statuary
Language of the Material: English

Title/Description Instances

Nguni? wood headrest, undated
Digital Object: Nguni? wood headrest

General

Culture: Africa

item
ms048_066

Dogon Iron Horse Riding Warrior, undated
Digital Object: Dogon Iron Horse Riding Warrior

General

Culture: Africa

item
ms048_067

Animal Carving, undated
Digital Object: Animal Carving

General

Culture: Africa

item
ms048_068

Kachina Doll, undated
Digital Object: Kachina Doll

General

Culture: Americas

item
ms048_069

Kachina Doll, undated
Digital Object: Kachina Doll

item
ms048_071
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General

Culture: Americas

Woven doll, undated
Digital Object: Woven doll

General

Culture: Americas

item
ms048_070

Balinese bone carving, undated
Digital Object: Balinese bone carving

General

Culture: Asia

item
ms048_072

Pouch and totem figure, undated
Digital Object: Pouch and totem figure

General

Culture: Asia

item
ms048_073

Demon Humbaba amulet, undated
Digital Object: Demon Humbaba amulet

General

Culture: Middle East

item
ms048_074

^ Return to Table of Contents

Textiles
Language of the Material: English

Title/Description Instances

Embroidered Mexican Nahua, bags and scarf (rebosa),
undated
Digital Object: Embroidered Mexican Nahua, bags and
scarf (rebosa)

General

Culture: Americas

item
ms048_075

Zulu Marriage Apron, undated
Digital Object: Zulu Marriage Apron

item
ms048_076
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General

Culture: South African

Small rug, undated
Digital Object: Small rug

General

Culture: Americas

item
ms048_077

Handwoven Shawl, undated
Digital Object: Handwoven Shawl

General

Culture: Africa

item
ms048_078

^ Return to Table of Contents

Tools
Language of the Material: English

Title/Description Instances

Swedish 'Black Forest' Nutcracker, undated
Digital Object: Swedish 'Black Forest' Nutcracker

General

Culture: Europe

item
ms048_079

African Spearheads with sawn-off wooden shafts (3),
undated
Digital Object: African Spearheads with sawn-off wooden
shafts (3)

General

Culture: Africa

item
ms048_080

African combs, undated
Digital Object: African combs

General

Culture: Africa

item
ms048_081

African sickle, undated
Digital Object: African sickle

item
ms048_082
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General

Culture: Africa

Kuba pipe, lidded vessel, and bag, undated
Digital Object: Kuba pipe, lidded vessel, and bag

General

Culture: Africa

item
ms048_083

Carving tool handles, undated
Digital Object: Carving tool handles

General

Culture: Africa

item
ms048_084

Hand Saw (Ghana?), undated
Digital Object: Hand Saw (Ghana?)

General

Culture: Africa

item
ms048_085

Mortar and Pestle, undated
Digital Object: Mortar and Pestle

General

Culture: Africa

item
ms048_086

Throwing Stone, undated
Digital Object: Throwing Stone

General

Culture: Africa

item
ms048_087

sun disk, undated
Digital Object: sun disk

General

Culture: Africa

item
ms048_088

Double-faced heddle pulley, undated
Digital Object: Double-faced heddle pulley

General

Culture: Africa

item
ms048_089

Oval shaped bowl, undated
Digital Object: Oval shaped bowl

item
ms048_090
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General

Culture: Africa

Backstrap weaving loom, undated
Digital Object: Backstrap weaving loom

General

Culture: Americas

item
ms048_091

Wood and brass knife, undated
Digital Object: Wood and brass knife

General

Culture: Americas

item
ms048_092

Porongi jal or Dharma jal (lift net), undated
Digital Object: Porongi jal or Dharma jal (lift net)

General

Culture: Asia

item
ms048_093

Double-sided bamboo comb, undated
Digital Object: Double-sided bamboo comb

General

Culture: Asia

item
ms048_094

Bone pipe, undated
Digital Object: Bone pipe

General

Culture: Asia

item
ms048_095

Spear holder, undated
Digital Object: Spear holder

General

Culture: Asia

item
ms048_096

Escobeta, undated
Digital Object: Escobeta

General

Culture: Americas

item
ms048_097

African Gourd Drinking Vessel for milk or water and
matching cup, undated

item
ms048_098
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https://archives.library.wcsu.edu/omeka-s/s/digital/item/14192
https://archives.library.wcsu.edu/omeka-s/s/digital/item/1845
https://archives.library.wcsu.edu/omeka-s/s/digital/item/14193
https://archives.library.wcsu.edu/omeka-s/s/digital/item/14018
https://archives.library.wcsu.edu/omeka-s/s/digital/item/14017
https://archives.library.wcsu.edu/omeka-s/s/digital/item/1831
https://archives.library.wcsu.edu/omeka-s/s/digital/item/13739
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Digital Object: African Gourd Drinking Vessel for milk or
water and matching cup

General

Culture: African

Parasol and slip cover (silk), undated
Digital Object: Parasol and slip cover (silk)

General

Culture: Asia

item
ms048_099

^ Return to Table of Contents

Miscellany
Language of the Material: English

Title/Description Instances

African? leather bag, 20th century, undated
Digital Object: African? leather bag, 20th century

General

Culture: Africa

item
ms048_060

Mexican- Otomi Huaraches (sandals), 1956
Digital Object: Otomi Huaraches

Digital Object: Otomi Huaraches (with tire tread)

item 60.1

African? painted hide fringe bag, undated
Digital Object: African? painted hide fringe bag

General

Culture: Africa

item
ms048_061

Spirit Poles?, undated
Digital Object: Spirit Poles?

General

Culture: Africa

item
ms048_062

Thai temple rubbings on rice paper, undated
Digital Object: Thai temple rubbings on rice paper

item
ms048_063
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https://archives.library.wcsu.edu/omeka-s/s/digital/item/14204
https://archives.library.wcsu.edu/omeka-s/s/digital/item/14204
https://archives.library.wcsu.edu/omeka-s/s/digital/item/14205
https://archives.library.wcsu.edu/omeka-s/s/digital/item/14021
https://archives.library.wcsu.edu/omeka-s/s/digital/item/19393
https://archives.library.wcsu.edu/omeka-s/s/digital/item/19387
https://archives.library.wcsu.edu/omeka-s/s/digital/item/14019
https://archives.library.wcsu.edu/omeka-s/s/digital/item/1997
https://archives.library.wcsu.edu/omeka-s/s/digital/item/14197
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General

Culture: Asia

Wooden clogs, undated
Digital Object: Wooden clogs

General

Culture: Europe

item
ms048_064

Wooden bowl with lip, undated
Digital Object: Carved wooden bowl with decorated lip

General

Very light wood. It has two crude repairs where knots
were in the wood and is cracked on the rim. The rim
contains a carved repeated motif of fish or dolphins.
The piece is presumed to be part of Truman Warner's
collection and was discovered when clearing a closet
in which other of his pieces had been temporarily
stored.

item
MS048_100

^ Return to Table of Contents
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https://archives.library.wcsu.edu/omeka-s/s/digital/item/14022
https://archives.library.wcsu.edu/omeka-s/s/digital/item/17249
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