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Summary Information

Repository: Western Connecticut State University Archives and Special
Collections

Creator: Parkhurst, Helen, b. 1887

Title: Helen Parkhurst Asian Art Monographs

ID: MS 043

Date [inclusive]: 1850-1930s

Physical
Description:

1 Linear Feet  1 box 

Language of the
Material:

English

Abstract: A small collection of art books presumably collected when Ms.
Parkhurst travelled in Asia.

Preferred Citation

Published citations should take the following form:
Identification of item, date (if known); The Helen Parkhurst Asian Art Monographs and
Folios; MS 043; box number; folder number;

Western Connecticut State University

^ Return to Table of Contents

Historical/Biographical Note

Helen Parkhurst was born in 1886 in Wisconsin and became an influencial figure in child
education. She began her career as a teacher and from 1913 - 1915, she worked with Maria
Montessori eventually becoming Montessori's representative in America.

Parkhurst visited and lectured in Japan on a number of occasions prior to World War II,
and was decorated by the Japanese empire for her contribution to education in Japan. She
made several childrens programs for radio and her books include: Education on The Dalton
Plan (1922), and   Exploring the Child's World (1951). Parkhurst was a character witness for
folk singer and former student Pete Seeger in 1961 when the latter was being prosecuted for
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contempt charges stemming from his refusal some years before to provide information to the
House Un-American Activities Committee.

Parkhurst's long-time companion while in Connecticut was Dorothy Luke who received a MS in
Education from Danbury State College in 1967. Her thesis: Identity and Communication cites
Parkhurst's work. Parkhurst owned a home near Lake Waramaug in New Preston, CT.

Parkhurst died in 1973 in New Milford, CT. Her personal papers are maintained at the
University of Wisconsin Archives.

Sources:

P.I. HELEN PARKHURST (1887-1973): A BIOGRAPHICAL SKETCH. Journal of Special
Education; Summer 1980, Vol. 14 Issue 2, p130, 1p.

"Helen Parkhust - Who was she?" [http://www.edith.nl/telmie2/reforped/theory/theory.html]

Judith T. Younger. Excerpt of Professor Younger's unpublished autobiography, Some of My
Life. Minnesota Law Review. April, 1989. v 73, 829.

Marjan Schwegman. Kind van haar tijd Vrouw van de wereld: Maria Montessori. Amsterdam
University press. 1999.

^ Return to Table of Contents

Scope and Content Note

Contains 4 folios and 3 monographs presumably acquired by Parkhurst when visiting Japan in
the 1930s.

^ Return to Table of Contents

Arrangement

The files are grouped into 1 series:

Missing Title

1 Inventory

^ Return to Table of Contents
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Administrative Information

Publication Statement

Western Connecticut State University Archives and Special Collections

Haas Library
181 White St
Danbury 06810
Telephone: 203.837.8992
Fax Number: 203.837.8322
stevensb@wcsu.edu
URL: http://archives.library.wcsu.edu

Provenance

Books presumably donated to Western Connecticut State College library from the collection
of Helen Parkhurst. Other English language material is can be found in WCSU's circulating
collections.

Access Restrictions

Open for research without restrictions.

Use Restrictions

Permission to publish materials must be obtained in writing from the:
Ruth A. Haas Library
Archives and Special Collections
181 White Street
Danbury, CT 06810
Phone: 203-837-8992
E-mail: stevensb@wcsu.edu

^ Return to Table of Contents

Related Materials

Related Archival Materials note

Other Titles in the Helen Parkhurst Collection
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^ Return to Table of Contents

Controlled Access Headings

• Photographs.
• Art -- Japan.
• Art, Chinese.
• Parkhurst, Helen, b. 1887

Collection Inventory

Inventory
Language of the Material: Japanese

Title/Description Instances

Cover folio for: Catalogue of Exhibition of Classical Chinese
Paintings Held in Berlin; and unidentified catalog of
Chinese watercolors, ca.1920

General

The folio originally included loose prints (40)
published by in Berlin by Carl Koch which are
now missing. The book in this folder is inscribed
(presumably to Helen Parkhurst) by Keisuke Kojima?
The book is hand sewn and on rice paper (34 x 29
cm).

box OS 1 item 1

1 large book of prints - inscribed., ca.1920
Digital Object: Chinese prints

General

Book is quite brittle and contains English translation
of image captions. The book is inscribed apparently
by the same person who inscribed the book in folder 1
of this collection. Tucked into the book was found the
calling card of Lee Ping Shu.

box OS 1 item 2

Explanation of Matsukata Ukiyo-e Print, bound with silk
cord , 1925
Digital Object: 松方浮世繪版畫集

Language of the Material: Japanese

box OS 1 item 3
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General

Large book. No images or inscription. Rice paper with
silk cord binding.

Monograph collection of Kuniyoshi Utagawa woodblock
prints, ca.1850
Digital Object: [Battle of Uji Bridge, Sukuhin-dori in
the morning departing from the Sanukisa, Tametomo
shipwrecked by a giant fish rescued by Tenguand, and
other images]

General

Includes images of Battle of Uji Bridge, Sukuhin-
dori in the morning departing from the Sanukisa,
Tametomo shipwrecked by a giant fish rescued by
Tenguand, and others (53 leaves).

box OS 1 item 4

日本美術集成 : 第1輯 [Japanese Art Collection -
translation], 1916
Digital Object: Cover image of: 日本美術集成 : 第1輯
[Japanese Art Collection - translation]

Language of the Material: Japanese

General

2 volumes, bound with silk cord. Silk covered boards
and gilded book block. 東京帝室博物館[東京國立博物
館編]. ; Tōkyō Kokuritsu Hakubutsukan.

Dai 1-shū jōge no ryōkan wa kikan Teikoku bijutsu
shiryō o zōho kaiteishi ...

2 volumes (chiefly plates) in case ; 39 cm

Tōkyō Teishitsu Hakubutsuka [Tōkyō Kokuritsu
Hakubutsukan hen]

box OS 1 item 5

芸天を探る - [Exploring the Arts - translation], published by
the Sankei Newspaper Company, 1953
Language of the Material: Japanese

General

Also listed as pubished Japan Arts Company; 164
pages; black and white photographs

box OS 1 item 6

^ Return to Table of Contents
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